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In last message, Poe says 
‘Ill always be here for you’ 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


TELLED by a stroke last week, Fernando Poe 
Jt. never got to deliver the last message he 
‘wrote on Nov. 30 to his followers. 

Written in Filipino, it was to have been read 
at a concert-cum-rally at Plaza Miranda in 
preparation for the first hearing of Poe's elec- 
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Angara fumes at text 
joke about ‘lynching’ 
By Christine Avendaño 


IT MIGHT as well be a fist 
landing on his face. 
Atext message being 
circulated says that Sen. 
Edgardo Angara landed in 
the hospital with serious 
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Royal burial rites for FPJ 


a Hearse pulled 


Security 
forces brace 
for funeral 


By Christian V. Esguerra 
and Tina G. Santos 


"WERE preparing for the worst-case sce- 
nario." 

Police Senior Supt. Nicasio Radovan 
Jr served the notice yesterday as security 
forces braced for tomorrow's funeral of 
Fernando Poe Jr, which will bring 
gether virtually ай political foes of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, making it a po- 
tential powder keg. 

A worst-case scenario would be the ex- 
pected mammoth crowd of mourners 
snowballing into a huge political rally, said 
Radovan, overall chief of Task Force FPJ 
and in charge of security at the funeral. 

"We have a plan and it will be known if 
the need arises," Radovan told the IN- 
Quen. 

He said the Philippine National Police 
was not worried even if the crowd swelled 
to the size of the Edsa crowds that set off 
political upheavals in the past. 

“Things like this have been discussed 
in our meetings and we are prepared,” 
he said. “We have enough experience to 
deal with big crowds, We can handle the 
situation,” 

Radovan said at least 1,000 policemen 
would be deployed along the funeral 
route at least an hour before Poe's re- 
mains would be taken out of the Sto. 
Domingo Church in Quezon City. 

There will be reserve units composed 
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Chavit slams 
GMA on Erap 
travel to HK 


By Armand N. Nocum 
and Juliet Labog-Javellana 


THE MAN whose exposé on “jueteng” 
payola led to the impeachment of Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada yesterday said he 
was ready to withdraw his support from 
the administration if it did not stop the 
‘ousted leader from leaving the country. 

“We have no choice but to do that if 
President Macapagal-Arroyo will not 
change the way she is running the gov- 
ernment now,” Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis 
“Chavit” Singson said, when asked ifhe 
was ready to lead another uprising if 
Ms Arroyo did not heed his call to stop 
Estrada’s trip to Hong Kong for knee 
surgery. 

Singson and six private prosecutors 
called a press conference yesterday to de- 
nounce the administration and the Sandi- 
ganbayan for allowing Estrada, who is de- 
tained on plunder and perjury charges, to 
leave for Hong Kong despite the strong 
possibility that he would not come back. 
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LAST SCENES 
Dec. 21 (Tuesday) 


© 8 p.m.: End of public viewing; 
FPJ's remains transferred to main 
altar. 

© 9 p.m.: Mass and necrological ser- 
vices organized by friends in the 
movie industry; former President 
Joseph Estrada among speakers. En- 
try to church restricted to allowable 
capacity after which doors will be 
closed. 


Dec. 22 (Wednesday) 


e2a.m. Mass. 

3:30 a.m.: FPJ's remains leave 
Sto. Domingo Church for funeral. 
march. 

e4a.m.: "Martsang-Libing Tungo 
Sa Bagong Umaga” starts from 
Quezon Avenue to Welcome Ro- 
tonda, straight to Espafia Avenue, 
right to AH. Lacson (formerly 
Forbes), right to Dimasalang 
Street, straight to main gate of 
North Cemetery. 


Before Noon: Tomb is sealed. 


North 
Cemetery 


Dimasalang Street 


University 


‘of Santo Tomas” 
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by 2 white 
horses to lead 
mourners 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
Metro 


HE WILL make his last trip home 
like a king. 

And as planned by his family 
and friends, his coffin will be 
mounted on а hearse to be drawn 
by two white horses to his final 
resting place, evoking images of 
the funerals of Europe's royal 


families. 


He will not ride off into the sunset. 

Instead, Fernando Poe Jt, the King of 
Philippine movies, will ride into what his 
family said would be “a new day.” 

Per arrangements so far announced, 
Poe will be interred at the extreme left of 
the family plot at the Manila North 
Cemetery and will be lying side beside 
his brother and fellow actor, Andy Poe. 

Behind Poe's hearse during the march 
will be a carriage carrying his widow, ac- 
tress Susan Roces, and his daughter 
Mary Grace Llamanzares, organizers and 
family members announced yesterday. 

In front of the hearse will be a mural 
depicting the many roles Poe had played 
in his movies. 

In an apparent change of plans late last 
night, media coordinator Ishko Lopez said 
Roces intended to march from the church 
with the rest of the moumers for as long as 
she could, resting at intervals. 

Tomorrow's funeral procession from 
Sto. Domingo Church in Quezon City to. 
the Manila North Cemetery has been 
dubbed "Marsanglibing Tungo sa 
Bagong Umaga” (Funeral March to a 
New Day) 

“The schedule of activities has been ap- ~ 
proved by Roces herself, according 10 
Conrad Poe, younger brother of the fall- 
en icon. 

Conrad reiterated the family's call for 
calm and sobriety on funeral day. 

"We appeal to people not to give Ron- 
nie's funeral a political color,” he said. "IF 
possible, let us be united. Let us make 
this peaceful and orderly and render dig- 
nity toa man we respect." 

Conrad said the funeral procession 
would start as а candle-light march at 4 
am. 

“Mr Poe's passion for his horses will also 
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Grieving FPJ fans pour hearts out in writing on boards 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
and Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
Metro 


"WE LOVE you FPJ: Babalik Ang Panday, 
Susan Roces for President,” grieving fans 
wrote on sheets of manila paper tacked 
to plywood boards that were put up near 
the exit gate of the Sto, Domingo Church 
in Quezon City. 

Fans who had lined up for hours to see 


Fernando Poe Jr. for the last time had 
found a way to channel their grief—they 
started writing Da King messages on the 
board. 

‘Armed with different colored pens, 
fans from nearby Frisco to as far away as 
Bacolod, took tums writing the messages 
for FPJ and his family. 

In their postings, many addressed Poe 
as"Mr President.” 

One message read: "Sa aming hari, 


Top Abu Sayyaf leader 


By Arlyn dela Cruz 
Contributor 


(rst oftwo parts) 


IT TOOK weeks for the Moro Islamic Lib- 
eration Front to publicly admit that its 
leader, Salamat Hashim, had died. Three 
weeks ago, a source this reporter fully 
trusts sent a text message saying that 
Khadaffy Janjalani, the emir of the Abu 
Sayyaf, had passed on. 

Without a body to view, how could one. 
believe? 

Several times in the past, Janjalani 


had been reported killed in battle. Each. 
report turned out to be a dud. 

How different was the text message, 
this time? 

For one thing, Maj. Gen. Alberto Bra- 
ganza, chief of the Armed Forces! South- 
ern Command, had received a similar, 
unverified report, and from an informant 
different from the source of this reporter, 

For another, how to explain the tears 
of the people whom Janjalani had loved 
when this reporter went to see them? 

Braganza's informant supposedly said 
Janjalani’s body was ripped in two after 


mananatili kang buhay sa aming mga pu- 
so (Toour king, you will remain alive for- 
ever in our hearts).” 

Someone wrote: “Ituloy ang laban ni 
Da King (Let's continue the fight of Da 
King).” 

‘These “writings on the board” have 
Jess to do with politics than grief felt at a 
very personal level. 

Volunteer Ronnie Liwanag, 26, said 
three boards of plywood were put up and. 


tacked with manila paper just the other 
night so fans could write messages ex- 
pressing their grief 
Rany Cabriana, another volunteer 
whose job was to mount fresh sheets of 
manila paper, said he changed the board 
every 30 minutes because it would get 
filled fast. 
“At first, we used a drop box. But peo- 
ple thought it was a donation box, so we 
GRIEVING / Aid 


killed? Doubts persist 


the bandits’ hideout was struck in an 
aerial bombardment. 

But no body has been found, 

Yer, has anyone ever retrieved the sup- 
posedly bullet-riddled Aldam Tilao (Abu 
Sabaya) from the Zamboanga sea? 

“Shaheed na ... , ” said the text mes- 
sage from the source, a trusted go-be- 
tween of Janjalani and this reporter. The 
message came on Dee. 1 at 10:27 p.m. 

‘The source did not have:to say who 
was dead, The message could refer only 
to one person—the most wanted man in 
the country with a price of $5 million on 


ASS a SII ius TS ааа 
^ a 


б 
Л 


his head from the US government and s 
separate P25-million bounty from the 
Philippine government. 

Shaheed is an Arab term used to refer 
tothe death ofa “martyr,” orto death ina 
battlefield in the midst of jihad or holy 
war. 

Janjalnni himself and others in the Abu 
Sayyaf had told me, way back, what "sha- 
heed” meant—it was to “die with pride, 
with your beliefs intact, to die assured of a 
place in Al-Madinah or Heaven.” 

it meant going to a special place in 
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Buan Medal of Valor questioned 


3y Fe B. Zamora the board deliberations said. entitled to a P20,000 monthly Abu Sayyaf in dosequarters battle tolome Bacarro, Capt Custodio 
А The MOV board has 14 mem- pension, scholarships for hischil- and was wounded in the fighting, Parcon, Capt. Cirilito Sobejana, 
ТЕМ the near-sacred Medal of Valor (MOV) now appears Без. On voting day eight elected dren, and priory in housing “Despite being wounded, he was 2Lt. Herbert Dilag, S/Sgt. Lucio 
5 = to give Buan the award, four ob- loans and United Nations-sanc- able to direct and control the restof Curig and S/Sgt. Roy Cuenca, 
'@have been tarnished by politics. п ш ti ig gt. Roy 
{ jected, while twowereabsent. tioned deployments. His children Мв men in the fire-ight and (ene- — Other military personnel who 
"president - Macapagal-Arroyo she was “elevating” Buan’s Distin- “The rule says there must be a are also exempted from having tomy) withdrawal,” the tation reads. will be cited at the AFP Day rites 
vis reportedly politicking when guished Conduct Star to the MOV unanimous vote, but this was ad- take the Philippine Military Buan gained prominence in include Cpl. Rudy Espuelas who 
he announced in April that Le. without the required recommen- justed to two-thirds of the vote Academy entrance test if they 1999 when, as intelligence officer will receive the Distinguished 
201. Noel Buan would receive the dation from the MOV board. because the President had al- wantto study there. ofthe Southern Luzon Command, Conduct Star, the second-highest 
jighest military award for combat Later, upon deliberation bythe ready made the announcement,” Established by President he was captured by the commu- combat medal; Marine Brig. Gen. 
wen before the MOV board could board, it.turned out “there were the officer said. Manuel L. Quezon, the MOV is nist New People's Army in South- Benedicto Corono and Col. Alexis 
icliberare onhisqualifeation. inconsistencies im the circum- Vice Admiral Ariston de los the highest award given to a sol ern Tagalog. Hewas released from Afdal, who will be awarded the 
Buan, commander of the 19: stances” surrounding the fire. Reyes, who heads the MOV dier “for exceptional courage in rebel custody abouta yearlater Distinguished Service Star, an ad- 
ebur Ranger Battalion, is expect- fight where Sali and five of his board, defended its decision. the face of overwhelming odds.” Diokno, the military said, “as- ministrative medal; 
‘dito receive the MOV during AFP followers were killed. Two soi "АШ the questions were an- Along with Buan, his subordi- sisted” Buan “in planning the op- 212, Amar Hagada and S/Sgr. 
Say rites today. Buan was cited for diers—S/Sgt. Isidro Dindin and swered and cleared. The recom- nate 5/51. Leopoldo Diokno Jr. eration” against the Abu Sayyaf, Carlito Paraiso, who will receive 
fading the military team that Sgt. Ernesto Estember—were al- mendation has been made,” De will receive the same award. which has been linked to interna- the Presidential Gold Cross, the 
«illed Abu Sayyaf leader Hamsiraji so slain in the encounter. los Reyes told the Ingu Buan's citation says he "per- „tional terrorists. third-highest combat medal, and 
Saliin Lantawan on April8, 2004, “Вис these factual inconsisten- А recipient of the Medal of Val- sonally planned and led” aspecial ` Buanand Dioknobringto10the AFP deputy chief of staff Lt, Gen, 
"But a group of military officers cies were ignored by the board Бе- oris dubbed "the bravest of the operation against the band of numberofMOVrecipientswhoare Edilberto Adan, who will be 
‘aid Ms Arroyo “was ill advised” cause the President had already brave” and even the commander- Abu Sayyaf chieftain Khadaffy still in the active service. The eight awarded the Philippine Legion of 
when she announced a few days announced that Colonel Buan will in-chief must salute him. Janjalani in Basilan. others are Lt. Col. Arturo Ortiz, Lt. Honor in the Degree of an Officer. 
ier the April 8 encounter that get the award,” an officer privy to The recipient, or his widow, is Buan, 42, reportedly engnged the + Col. Ariel Querubin, Capt. Bar- With Alcuin Papa 


Are sexy mags more important than books? Sacked police general 


3j Dona Z. Pazzibugan 3105, which proposes,amongother Gonzales also protested the bias Ол Dec. 8, the NBDB govern- PNP t 11 
Й T things rerea de VAT erempion agait books, sice бе proposed ing board passed а recon lC W comptroller 
ARE MAGAZINES like Vogue, enjoyed by book publishers and im- ee ee urging the House of Representa- 
Zósmoand FHM more important porters for the last mine years, cañang submitted to Congress—did tives to retain the VAT exemption Seti 
han textbooks? portam: ould fuer découragereading. noc repeal the VAT exemption onlo- of books Чо prevent the worsen- BY Christian V. Esguerra eS ынын ad 

"A proposal in Congress which “The proposed removal of the cally printed and imported maga- ing of the quality of education THE POLICE general sacked over Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa was 
sebkstoimposea 10-percent value- VAT exemption of books will surely zines and newspapers. and literacy in our country” ыны айа uestre d ожо! dieior of the Cy dili 
idded tax (VAT) on the “sale, im- raise their prices and make them “те not books, especially text- А Social Weather Stations sur- the new comptroller of the Philip- Administrative Region (CAR). - 
ortation, printing and publication more costly to the masses, thus, books, more important for the vey commissioned bythe NBDB in pine National Police. Siue: Supe Roel оор” 
books” but exempts magazines fewer Filipinos will read books,” economicand social growth of our March 2003 showed that 55 per- "Chief Supt, Quirino dela Torre Mendoza was designated officer- 
ind newspapers, has drawn flak NBDB chair Dennis Gonzales told country than imported magazines cent of Filipinos find books costly. took over from Director Oscar in-charge of the Criminal Investi- 
Joma government oversightbody. Tarlac Rep. Jesli Lapus, chairofthe like Vogue and Cosmopolitan, lo- Also, 43 percentofFilipinoadults Calderon in a revamp announced gation and Detection Group. 

“The National Book Development House committee on ways and сй magazines like FHM, and even said they could let an entire year 4 


3 : esterday by Director General Director Arturo Lomibao, for- 
3gard (NBDB) said House ВШ No. menns,inaletterlastDee.13. newspapers?" Gonzalesasked. pass without reading a single book. D me уынан RAE pea 


De la Torre was sacked as Cen- to chief of the directorial staff 
tral Luzon police director following Chief Supt. Rowland Albano, 
the bloody confrontation between who as CAR director dismantled 
striking sugar workers and police several private armies in Abra this 
and military personnel that killed year, was given the Central Luzon 
seven people and wounded atleast post vacated by De la Torre. 

100 others in Tarlac on Nov 16. Chief Supt. Doroteo Reyes is 

Calderon, said to be a relative the new director for investigation 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo, and detective management. 
was named Calabarzon (Cavite, Тһе new assignments will take 
Laguna, Batangas, Aurora and effect on Christmas Day. 
Quezon) police director, replac Оп New Years Day, four more 
ing Chief Supt. Reynaldo Varilla generals will assume new posts. 


NEwsBRIEFS 
Cancel Manapat passport, DFA urged 


OPPOSITION Sen. Aquilino Pimentel wants former archives office chief Ri- 
cardo Manapat deported to Manila to face charges that he tampered with 
Fernado Poe Jr's birth certificate and his parents’ marriage contract. 

The Senate minority leader said yesterday that he would ask the Depart- 
‘ment of Foreign Afairs to cancel the passport of Manapat to compel him to 
come home and stand trai for his alleged crime. 

Мапара! slipped out ol the country months ago apparently to escape prose- 
cution, but his destination was not established, Pimentel said. On the Senate's 
recommendation, Manapal was placed on the immigration watch list in February. 

"We should get Manapat back to the country and make him face the inves- 
tigation. Because, in addition to the investigation, my recollection was that 
there was a criminal case fled against him,” Pimentel said а! а press forum. 

Early this year, Poe's supporters lodged charges of falsification of public 
documents against Manapat with the Office of the Ombudsman. Charged 
‘with him were lawyers Victorino and Andresito Fornier. TI Burgonio 


DOLE releases holiday pay guidelines 

THE DEPARTMENT of Labor and Employment yesterday released guidelines 
‘on wage adjustments on Dec. 24, Friday, and Dec. 27, Monday, which Mala- 
daang had declared аз special nonworking days. 

The two special nonworking days would complement the regular holi- 
days on Dec. 25 (Christmas), Dec. 30 (Rizal Day) and Jan. 1 (New Year's 
Day) as well as the special day, Dec. 31 (New Year's Eve). 

DOLE Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas said that based on the Memorandum 
Circular No. 1 which she Issued ist March 8, the regular holiday pay rule 
shall apply on Christmas, Rizal Day and New Year's Day. 

1t a worker reports for his job on any of the three regular holidays, he 
should get double pay or the day, and, in excess of eight hours, an addition- 
2130 percent of the hourly rate. 
un dH WIDE ARRAY OF any of te three holidays talion he employees rest day and he reports 


E IPS АМАН 1] i for work, he is entitied to double pay, plus 30 percent of the 200 percent of 
Videoke Microphone! BONG CHIPS HABER his salary and an additional 30 percent of the hourly rate when his work ex- 
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(СУЫ OFWs want investors’ incentives 


REMBRANDT. OVERSEAS Filipino workers want the same Incentives given to foreign in- 
d pan ЕВ veslors when they come home for good after years of working abroad, 
2 EMCOR С & Ve жт Ina resolution Issued following a three-day conference in Manlia, 236 
«тата MAKTO пе C D Magic MFE сут AVR | orwsanaropcesonatves ot OFW groups asked tne government to act 
$ @@manxernc DEECO ERT ша tata the reintegration of OFWs and their familles in Philippine society by en- 
racing opportunities tor Ivaihood. 
SMETRO MANILA? PROVINCIAL? The OFWs, who convened under the Philippine Migrants' Rights Watch 
QUIAPOIBINONDO Sentech Electronies 734-1821 saa LAGUNA (PMRW), said thay wanted tha same tax incentives, protection of invest- 
malong Eletronics 733-2048 Wa Marketing 7394274 Rolat lecronice (074) 4448040 MSC Data Exchange (019) 5027172 Ё 
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AJD Eloctronics 736- ies Й M (054) 4737282 Optimum Trador (035) 422-8314 are offered to foreign investors. 
io Clcroncs 135368 MALATE IMAKATI CAT: PAMPANGA. “The group also urged the government to set aside a budget for the pro~ 
ботиде Sie 0871 PARANAQUE (MUNTINLUPA W Omina Enterprises (046) 0000399 Downtown (04800-0225 a 
Soya Elctronies734-810 pe Salonga 400-2 222 Bowntown (0459000225... шы | motion of the Flipino culture among migrant workers, and thelr spouses or 
Hi-Mark Salos 736-1882 Imago Video 525-1015. - A. Salonga (032) 232-5378 Ocampo's Jewolry (045) 886-2649. children who grew up in other countries. 
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Top Abu Sayyaf leader killed? Doubts persist 


From page Al 


paradise, to be welcomed there 
by 76 virgins. 

‘This reporter dialed the num- 
ber of the source. "How did you 
know he died? Who told you he 
died? How did he die?” 


Last words 

‘The voice on the other end of 
the line cracked. Then came the 
sobs, 

“Iwas told by those who buried 
him and I was told to tell you 
about itas soon as possible and to 
tell you what he wanted you to 
know before he took his last 
breath. 

"Thirteen days na siyang patay 
(He's been dead 13 days)." 

‘The voice rasped on: “You will 
know the full details. Maybe, 
someone from the group will talk. 
Let us just wait.” 

"The source also relayed a per- 
sonal message from Jan- 
jalani—supposedly his last 
‘words—for this reporter only. 

The message, the way it was 
phrased, could have only come 
from him. 

After all, years of covering the 
Abu Sayyaf—a terror group using 
the name of Islam—has resulted 
in а deep trust between this re- 
porter and its emir. It has also 
‘bred suspicions from the military 
and media colleagues. 

But doubts about his death 
persisted. Had there really been 
anencounter? 


Last e-mail 

Days earlier, the Southern 
Command reported that it had 
launched on Nov. 19 an air strike 
оп a suspected Abu Sayyaf camp 
in Datu Piang in Maguindanao. 
Newspapers quoted Braganza as 
saying, Janjalani may have been 


back. 


ceased. 


silent? 


here? 


killed in that airstrike but that in- 
formation needs to be verified. 
The last message this reporter. 
got from Janjalani was a casual e- 
mail on Nov. 18. It had no indica- 
tion that the military was on his 


After Braganza's story came 
ош, this reporter e-mailed Jan- 
jalani and asked if it was true 
there had been an air strike. 

Inthe past, whenever Janjalani 
was reported killed or wounded, 
all it took to verify was to dial a 
number, punch a text message or 
send an e-mail. 


The questions 

Almost 95 percent of the time, 
himself would an- 
‘swer—often immediately. When 
it took him a while to answer, he 
would always find a way to say 
that he was alive. 

This time, there was no an- 
swer. Up to now, there has been 
no answer. 

їп fact, for some time, the 
phone line to Janjalani had been 
dead, the e-mails had stopped, 
and the text messages had 


Janjalani 


But if he was dead, why was 
there no announcement from his 
group? Why was Abu Soliman, 
the Abu Sayyaf spokesperson 
‘who used to call this reporter on 
her cellular 


Whereis Soliman? 

Now, text messages to Soliman 
draw only one answer: “The 
number you dialed is incorrect.” Та 

1: took two months before the 
MILF confirmed the news of Sala- 
mats death, the explanation be- 
ing that there was a need to first 
consolidate the new leadership. 

Could that also be the case 


danao. 


MG250 


Janjalani and his men were 
meeting with members of the 
regionai Jemaah 
group in the Butilen Marsh in 
Datu Piang on Nov. 19 when 

attack helicopters 
pounded the area, said Col. Jer- 
ту Jalandoni, chief of the Army's 
604th Brigade. 

The area is reportedly under 
the control of the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF). 

Jalandoni said that based on 


statements о! 


bombs. 


Islamiyah 


jalani is def 
Jalandoni. 


formants, Jan- 
jalani was “directly hit" by 


The informants supposedly 
said Janjalanis body was cov- 
ered in a plastic sheet and 
placed inside a wooden box. 
‘Then it was taken by at least 13 
MILF rebels to Barangay Pa- 
malian in the nearby town of 
Mamasapano, Jalandoni said, 
quoting the informants. 

“I would like to stress that 
this is unconfirmed because we 
do not have his body... 
informants and they said Jan- 
itely dead," said 


He added: “We are conduct- 


He’s definitely dead, say AFP informants 


THE MILITARY said yesterday it 
was verifying reports that Abu 
Sayyaf leader Khadaffy Jan- 
Jalani was killed in a military air 
strike last month in Maguin- 


of Janjalani. 


Wehave (anjalani's 


inga massive search in the area. 
We have to produce his body ... 
We cannot confirm his death be- 
cause we do not have his body.” 

The United States has black- 
listed the Abu Sayyaf, held re- 
sponsible for numerous kidnap- 
pings in the South, and ordered. 
a freeze on any US-based assets 


"The airstrike was conducted 
by MG250s after we received 
reports of the presence of JI and 
of Janjalani in the area. They 
group) were sup- 
posedly having a meeting with 
the Ji involved in the Bali bomb- 
ings in 2002," Jalandoni said. 

Alcuin Papa. 


itor, one thing stood out in my 
mind. Something like that also 
happened when my kuya (elder 
brother) died. Many gifts also ar- 
rived in our house, many visitors 
also embraced our parents.” 


“The brother I know" 

The kuya was Ustadz Abdura- 
jak Janjalani, founding leader of 
the Abu Sayyaf, who was killed in 
Lamitan, Basilan, in 1998. 

In Islam, said Hector, if a fami- 
ly lost a loved one, those who 
knew the departed one would 
send gifts to those left behind. 

Is there any reason to doubt 
that Janjalani is dead, this re- 
porter asked. 

"That is how it wil all end. We. 
know that day would come, but 
isa pity. He was not able to show 
everyone his real self, the brother 


ofsurrender. 


phone, himself 


Janjalani 
Malaysia. 


This reporter called Director 
‘Arturo Lomibao, head of the PNP- 
Criminal Investigation and De- 
tection Group. Lomibao had had 
past dealings with Janjalani. The 
two met in 1997 when Janjalani 
was still a free man. They also 
talked in 2002 when Janjalani 
proposed to end the Abu Sayyaf 
threat as long as there was no talk 


Janjalani sighted? 

But the only information from 
Lomibao was that 
thestrikes on Nov. 19, there was 
a reported gunfight on the high 
seas off Sibuto Island in Tawi- 
The bandit group’s pump 
boat was supposedly carrying 
and his men to 


The Navy fired at the boat but 
it escaped, stopping over at 
Barangay Tadu Uwak in Sibuto. 
Police supposedly saw the ban- 


place at 6:30 
cording to the report. 


Brother in tears 


aside from 

Tawion the 20th. 
This 

Janjalani 


ping of 


sion. 


Security forces brace for funeral 


From page Al 


of 100 officers each from the 
Northern, Easter and Southern 
Districts. 


NPA hit men? 

So far, there has been no intel- 
ligence report suggesting that 
Poe's supporters might use the oc- 
casion to demand the resignation 
of Ms Arroyo, police said. 

“We don't think his supporters 
would exploit the situation," PNP 
intelligence chief, Director 
Robert Delfin, said, “There's sim- 
ply no cause, no issue to arouse 

© sympathy from the public.” 

Instead of monitoring political 
groups, Delfin said the PNP was 
closely watching at least 20 al- 
leged would-be assassins which 
the communist New Peoples 
Army had supposedly deployed 
in Metro Manila, Their alleged. 
targets—top police and military 
officials and politicians. 


Assurances from ЕР] camp 

The liquidation squad is part of 
the NPAs special operations 
group, he said. 

“We've monitored their move- 
ments and we're doing our best to 
catch them,” he said. “We fear 
that they might sabotage the fu- 
neral and blame the incident on 
the government.” 

Radovan said the Poe camp 
had given assurances of a "peace- 
ful, solemn, and politics-ree" fu- 
neral tomorrow. 

"We really trust them," he said. 
“They said they would police 
their own ranks and that’s good.” 


Traffic, crowd control 
In dealing with moumers, po- 
licemen were instructed to observe 
‘maximum tolerance and be "non- 
confrontational,” Radovan said. 
National Capital Region Police 
Office (NCRPO) Director Avelino 


Correction 


IN THE article, “Cathedrals of lights,” 
which appeared in last Sunday's 
Lifestyle, the two photos of Our Lady of 
the Abandoned in Sta. Ana Proper were 
mistakenly identified as Our Lady of 
Mother Perpetual Help Parish, which is 
located in Punta, Sta. Ana. 


Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors in writing to Gerry Lirio, 
city editor Philippine Daily Inquire, PDI 
Bilding, Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascar- 
do Street, Makati City; fax Nos. 897-4793/94, 
"mall addressesiglirio@inquirercom.ph and 
"isyiskinquirercom ph 

Complaints about lak of fairness ar ое, 
tivity may be sent to Raul Palabrica, readers" 
‘advocate, the same address and fax numbers as 
those of the city editor and email ad- 
dress:rpalabrica@inquirercom.ph. 


Razon Jr. said security measures 
were already in place to provide 
area and site security traffic man- 
agement, parking plan, routes se- 
curity and crowd control. 

All five districts in Metro Mani- 
1a are on alert for any eventuality, 
hesaid. 

Besides Radovants task force, four 
task groups were to handle other 
Concerns to ensure a peaceful funer- 
al from the church up to the final 
ceremonies at the North Cemetery, 

Task Group Daloy wil be in 
charge of parking and traffic man- 
agement along the route where the 
funeral convoy will pass, while 
Task Group Antabay will deploy 
Explosive and Ordnance Division 
personnel and K9 units. 


Beware of thieves 

Crowd control management 
will be handled by Task Force 
Antabay and Task Force Rota will 
be in charge of route and area se- 
curity. The Western Police Dis- 
trice’s task is to ensure that the 
North Cemetery is secure. 

Police gave one piece of advice 
to those planning to attend the 
funeral: Beware of robbers and 
thieves, 

“The thieves usually mingle 
with the mourners to steal from 
people and make a few pesos. 
With a large crowd, it would be 
easier for them to ply their trade 
unnoticed,” said Chief Insp. Ben- 
Jamin Reyes, Theft and Robbery 
head ofthe WPD. 

Reyes said it was standard 
practice for thieves to flock to 
populous events because they 
‘would be noticed less. 

He specially advised mourners 
torefrain from bringing their mo- 
bile phones and large amounts of 
cash tothe burial. 


Thieves’ tactics 
Should mourners insist on 
bringing the said items, Reyes 


or recognized. 


ical passions. 


said they should keep them in a 
place that pickpockets could not 
Teach easily Those with cell 
phones should refrain from using 
them in the open so as not to 
make themselves targets, he said, 
adding that thieves usually cased 
their targets before striking. 

A thief also usually brings a bag 
and a change of clothes, he said. 
After making a hit, he changes his 
shirt so that he will not be followed 


gal-Arroyo. 


Ilocos Norte Rep. Imee Marcos 
urged the police to keep their dis- 
tance from the mourners during 
the burial so as not to ignite polit- 


Marcos said Poe's supporters 
were certain to be emotional and 
the proximity of the police to 
them might only create tension. 


No trouble, says Imee 

“This early, I would like to ap- 
peal to PNP Director General 
Edgar Aglipay to tell his men to 
strictly maintain their distance in 
respect for the bereavement of 
the masses for the loss of their 
hero," Marcos said. 

"We will be there not to create 


trouble but to share the grief of 


Marcos said. 


trators. 


She also called on Poe support- 
ers to guard against possible infil- 


“We will be very vigilant. If 
there would be trouble, it won't 


the family and friends of FPJ in 
his passing,” she stressed. 

Marcos said Poe's friends who 
helped manage the crowd during 
his presidential campaign would 
be around to keep the peace dur- 
ing the funeral march. 

“This is one occasion that 
the PNP would do well not to 
mess up. The police would do 
better just keeping their dis- 
tance and leaving the people to 
their own way of paying their 
respect for FPJ's remains,” 


From page Al 


dits while they were loading bar- 
rels of fuel. No encounter took 
place because the armed men 
outnumbered the police. 

‘The police report said one of 
the armed men “definitely looks 
like Janjelani" The sighting took 
Nov. 20, .ac- 


But it seemed physically im- 
probable, sailing on the high seas, 
for Janjalani to be in Maguin- 
дапао on Nov. 19 and in Tawi- 


porter decided го visit 

elder brother, Hector, 

who is serving a double life term 

at the New Bilibid Prisons in 

Muntinlupa for the 2000 kidnap- 
American 

Schilling and for shabu posses- 


Lomibao went along, wanting 
to see how Hector would react. 


come from us,” she said. 

Leftist militants said there was 
nothing wrong if the Poe funeral 
turned into a political demonstra- 
tion against President Macapa- 


“President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and her associates are showing 
signs of political insecurity be- 
cause they are afraid that the fu- 
neral march would turn into the 
biggest anti-GMA gathering this 
year,” Pamalakaya national chair 


toral protest before the Presiden- 
tial Electoral Tribunal, fellow ac- 
tor Rez Cortez said yesterday. 

Ina voice that broke with emo- 
tion, Cortez read the message 


his tears. 


Strange visitor 


their parents 
than a week earlier. 


a safe place.” 


Jeffrey of 


goodies 


member ofthe family. 


Fernando Hicap said. 


nal,” he added. 


cheated in the last elections. 


(freely translated): 


“Му beloved countrymen, аз а 
Filipino citizen, I have been given 
a rare opportunity to be your ser- 


vant for change. 


Hector had not heard any- 
thing. He took the news calmly air. 
but was obviously holding back 


Hector said that a few days 
back, a relative had come to see 
and tell him about an unusual vis- 
itor who came to the house of 
Basilan more 


His parents’ visitor stayed for 
three days. Whenever they asked 
about their son, the visitor would 
only say: “You need not worry 
about him anymore. He is now in 


What made the visit more un- 
usual, said Hector, was that the 
man had brought with him boxes 
from 
Malaysia—chocolates for the kids 
and special gifts for almost every 


“When I was told about the vis- 


“(Having politics in the funer- 
al] is logical, objective and ratio- 


The militant Kilusang Mag- 
bubukid ng Pilipinas said the fu- 
neral would show that Poe was 


Danilo Ramos, KMP secretary 
general, said the outpouring of 
Poe's supporters at his wake 
would attest that he had a large 
following “and estimates are say- 


“No words can express the big 
honor you gave me by trusting 


that I know,” was Hectors an- 
swor. 
That left more questions in the 


Jemaah Islamiyah shadow 

1f he was killed, why was there 
no report of anyone claiming a 
share of the rewards on his head? 
Why was there no government 
report of his death? No victory 
announcement? 

"Wouldn't Janjalani’s death be a 
blow to the Abu Sayyaf, reducing 
its threat? 

"This reporter found it hard to 
jump to thar conclusion, having 
heard that for some time now, it 
was no longer Janjalani who was 
cailing the shots for the group. 

From what this reporter was 
told, it was now the top guns of 
the Southeast Asian Jemaah Is- 
Jamiyah network that were run- 
ning the show. 

Maybe that, too, is something 
for the government to deny ог 
confirm. (To be continued) 


ing that more than a million 
would participate in the march, 
not counting those who would 
mourn outside the nation's capi- 
tal.” 

“Poe's funeral can hardly be 
shielded from politics because 
he is a national political figure 
and still most people feel that he 
was cheated by Gloria,” Ramos 
said. With reports from Leila В. 
Salaverria, Cynthia D. Balana 
and Norman Bordadora 


PERSONAL, heartfelt missives to Poe fill up the message boards fast. (See story on Page Al.) 


In last message, Poe says “ГЇЇ... 


and believing in me. 

“This is more than earthly rithes, 
‘Once again, my endless gratitude to 
our Great Creator for His help and 
guidance, You can depend on me to 
be always here for you.” 

"Fernando Poe Jt.” 


Angara fumes at text joke about ‘lynching’ 


From page Al 
injuries after being beaten up by support- 
ers of Fernando Poe Jr. 

An outraged Angara, chair of the op- 
position Laban ng Demokratikong 
Pilipino, yesterday blamed detractors 
for the “black propaganda.” 

"These people have no conscience at 
all. Maitim ang budhi,” Angara said, 
noting thatthe nasty text message came 
days before Christmas Day. 

The text message, which has been cir- 
culating since Sunday, reads: “Breaking 
News: Алдага in critical condition at d 
National Orthopedic Hospital in Banaue, 
Quezon City after being lynched by FPJ 
Supporters who suspected him of running 

4 


off wd millions of pesos in campaign 
funds during d May 2004 elections," 

Angara told the Ingumen that the 
"nasty and malicious" text message 
against him was the work of the “same 
band of character assassins” that earlier 
sent a text message charging him with 
illegal logging in Aurora, his home 
province, where scores died last month 
due to flash floods and mudslides. 

‘And the purpose ofthis latest message? 

“Obviously, the intentis to alienare me 
from FPJ supporters," said Angara, who 
last year organized opposition groups i 
to the Koalisyon ng Nagkakaisang 
Pilipino, the party under which Poe ran 
for president in the May elections. 


Another group fielded Sen. Panfilo 
lacson as its presidential candidate, 
splitting the opposition. 

"ft can only come from those who 
spoke ill of him (Poe) while alive and are 
now gleeful over his death,” Angara said. 

Poe, а popular movie actor who lost the 
presidential election to President Macapa- 
arroyo, died last week after suffering a 
massive stroke. His remains lie at the Sto. 
Domingo Church in Quezon City and willbe 
buried tomorrow. (See story on Page Al.) 

Some of his supponers, who claim that 
Poe was cheated in the presidential election, 
said the defeat played a рап їп his death. 

In a statement, Angara sald he was 
among the frst to suppor the candidacy of 


Poe after discerning that he was the choice 
of the masses who looked upon him as 
their“hope out of poverty and despair" 

Being among the supporters of Poe, 
the senator said he could not be the ob- 
Ject of their hatred. 

“This is the work of troublemakers 
and rumormongers,” he said, referring 
to the text message about his being 
beaten up at the Sto, Domingo wake. "It 
is completely false and ridiculous." 

Angara sald his detractors were try- 
ing to “take advantage of the people 
mourning the death of FPJ.” 

He said he knew those behind the 
text message, as well as "their evil mas- 
ter” He did not elaborate. 
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FPJ's poll protest vs GMA died with him, says Pimentel 


By T] Burgonio dential elections; died Tuesday last 
‘week after suffering a stroke. 
FERNANDO Poe Jr's election. Pimemels colleague and a fel- 
protest died with him, so said his low lawyer, Sen. Alfredo Lim, of- 
political, ally Sen. Aquilino fered adifferent opinion, saying the 
"Nene" Pimentel Jr. yesterday. case could still be pursued because 
"The protest died with him. it transcended personal interest 
The reason for that is the protest and “bordered on public interest.” 
was personal to him. Only he had... “believe the protest should be 
the right to succeed Gloria Maca- given due course because this is — SUPERIOR CERAMIC TILES `. 
pagal-Arroyo if the charges were not only a personal or individual 5 
proved that he was cheated,” the complaint of FPJ. What is being 
Senate minority leader said ata discussed here is that there was 
press forum. fraud and cheating in the last 
Poe's lawyer, Sixto Brillantes elections," Lim said at the same 
Jr, had declared last week that forum atthe Manila Hotel. 
the protest could still be pursued The tribunal has reset hearings 
despite the actor’s death. оп the case for early next year af- 
Brillantes argued that Poe's un- ter Brillantes and President 
ning mate, former Sen. Loren Legar- royo's lawyer, Romulo Macalin- 
da, could “substitute” as the com- tal, had sought its postponement. 
plainant in the protest pending in Рое, on July 23, asked the tri- 
the Presidential Electoral Tribunal. bunal to declare him the rightful 
Poe, a movie icon who lost by winner of the elections, alleging 
overonemillion votestoMs Arroyo that Ms Arroyo had committed 
in the bitterly contested May presi- fraud in the May 10 elections. 


Tito to honor ЕР] in book 


ACOFFEE table bookon Femando to 1998 as well as the time of 1998 
Тое д. is what former Sen. Vicente onwards where he evolved into 
“Tito” Sotto Ш plans to publish (5) the world of politics,” he said. 

nextyeartohonorthe late actor. Sotto said he has kept a lot of pic- 


“With this book, 1 can say alll  turesof Poe, especially when the lat- IMPORTED TILES AT LOCAL PRICES 


want to say about him," Sotto ter ran for president early this year. $ ey 


said in a phone interview yester- Sotto served as FPJ's personal E > еъ. 

day, two days before Poe's burial. manager during the latter's presi- ` HA Nardini Yunicags 

‘The former senator said he met dential campaign. EM incetra —— WU cy 

Poe in 1971 when Sotto married “Т plan to do the book after ће E 

actress Helen Gamboa. holidays,” Sotto said. ] INEESRES siBellagres 
Sotto's coffee table book would ‘The book title? Sotto said he 

include pictures “and my impres- was thinking of “The King and L^ 

sions of him as a friend from 1971 Christine. Avendaño | Portobello Давс 
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Blast expert killed; 9 hurt | 2 Haene == = 3280 EXE 
KG 34emx34on [moon] pap P43.00 46%. 
PAGADIAN CITY—A military in- Casuga had accidentally re | CECAFI D FLOOR Pus P20.00. 36% 
structor was killed and nine ofhis moved the pin of the grenade whil : stems Alem DE mi um s 22220 02, 
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The blast tore through а class- quirements to become qualified as торын MOROAYS тири SUNDDYS BAD AM TO БЫ Бш 


room of the provincial police head- security guards, were wounded 
quarters here, kiling Army Master along with Casuga, who later died 
Sergeant Samuel Casuga, they said. _at the provincial hospital here. AFP. 
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Kapayapaan at Katahimikan 


Hinging Pamasko kay Pangulong Gloria Macapagal итеш 
ng Sambayanang Pipino 


Itigil ang Militarisasyon ng Kabinete! 


MAY PINANGA-GALINGAN ang bumababang pagtitiwala ng bayan sa administrasyon ni 
Pangulong Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. Isa sa malaking dahilan nito ay ang nagaganap na 
militarisasyon at kurapsyon sa gobyerno. Pinakakurap na ahensiyang gobyerno ang Philippine 
National Police (PNP) ayon sa survey ng Transparency International(TI). Maging ang Sandatahang 
Lakas ng Pilipinas (Armed Forces of the Philippines) ay kasalukuyang binubogbog nang mga 
iskandalo katulad ng kasong di maipaliwanag na yaman ng isang heneral. 


Hindi aangat ang pagtanggap ng mamamayan sa administrasyon ni Pangulong Arroyo kung 
magpapatuloy ang militarisasyon ng mga sibilyang pwesto sa kanyang kabinete. Dumarami ang 
mga retiradong heneral ng pulisya at military na nakaupo ngayon sa gabinete ni Pangulong 
Arroyo. 


Naninindigan ang sector manggagawa sa pangunguna ng National Labor Union (NLU) laban 
sa pagluklok ng mga retiradong pulis at militar sa mga sibilyang posisyon sa gobyerno. Hindi 
mapapalagay ang bayan habang naghahari ang utak pulis-militar sa ating pamahalaang sibil. 


Ang National Labor Union (NLU) ay isa sa mga tumututol sa paghirang kay Heneral Angelo 
Reyes, dating Chief of Staff ng Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) bilang permanenteng 
Secretary ng Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) ayon sa mga sumusunod na 
dahilan: 


1.Pagkamkam ng hindi mapaliwanag na kayamanan at ari-arian bilang Chief of Staff ng 
AFP, Secretary ng National Defense at National Security Adviser, na isang paglabag sa Anti- 
Graft and Corrupt Practices Act (RA No. 3019): 


2. Asal na hindi akma sa isang pampublikong opisyal dala ng pagsapi sa ilang pulitikal na 
pagmamaneobra na nagdulot sa EDSA II habang Chief of Staff ng AFP, na isang paglabag sa 
Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards for Public Officials and Employees (RA No. 6713): 


3. Kakulangan ng kredensyal sa pamamalakad ng isang malawak ngunit pulitikal na ahensiya 
tulad ng Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) na ang layunin ay ang 
pagtatanggol sa kapangyarihang sibilyan at pagbibigay ng pagkakataon sa mga lokal na 
pamahalaan na umunlad. 


4. Kultura ng kurapsyon at mentalidad na kontra sa karapatang pantao na kasalukuyang 
namamayani sa isang istrakturang militar na lumala noong panahong si Reyes ang pinaka 
senyor na lider ng militar. Ang hindi mapaliwanag na kayamanan ng isang heneral na si 
Carlos F. Garcia, isang survey ng Transparency International na nagsasabi na ang PNP ang 
pinakakurap sa bayan: at ang pagmasaker sa mga di-armadong manggagawa ng Hacienda 
Luisita ay ilan lamang sa mga mabibigat na indikasyon ng militarisasyon ng burukrasya. 


Ang ating bayan ay nangangailangan ng mga sibilyan upang mamuno ng mga ahensiyang 


pangsibilyan. Ito'y isang panawagan sa lahat ng grupo-at sector sa bansa na maging mapagbantay 
laban sa militarisasyon ng gobyerno, lalo na sa kabinete. 


Huwag naling hayaan na maghari ang militar sa ating bayan. 
Tutulan ang kapangyarihan ng militar! ko ang dapat na regalo ni Gloria para sa bansa. 


Dito lamang magkakaroon ng tunay na kapayapaan ang kaisipan ng hayan. 


EN % 
Inah. 


Acting President 
National Labor Union 
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ADAM PRESIDENT: 


As one of your 

administration's 

strong partners in 
pursuit of our national development 
goals, we, the representative 
associations of licensed recruitment 
agencies in the overseas entertainment 
sector, would like to seek your help on 
a very urgent matter. 


It is about the plan of the Japanesé 
government to restrict the entry of 
foreigners under the so-called 
“entertainer visa" category which, if 
implemented, will have serious 
repercussions on the Philippines. 


As you might know, Japan's Ministry of 
Justice intends to delete from its 
Immigration Control and Refugee 
Recognition Act a provision that 
recognizes the standards set by foreign 
governments as one of the basic 
qualifications for the issuance of an 
"entertainer visa." This is the provision 
that, since the 80's, has enabled the 
Philippines to deploy overseas 
performing artists (OPAs) to Japan. 


The deletion of this provision would in 
effect make the Philippine 
government's Artist Record Book 
(ARB), now the Artist Accreditation Card 
(AAC), no longer a visa application 
requirement for our OPAs. 


Japan's action is understandable and 
we respect this sovereign act of our 
strongest economic and political ally in 
Asia. 


It is obviously one of the Japanese 
government's responses to the June 
2004 Trafficking in Persons Report of 
the US State Department that placed 
Japan in a Tier 2 Watchlist of Countries 
“that are failing in efforts to curb human 
trafficking.” 


Our country was also named in the 
Report but we would like to point out 
that even Japan's National Police 
Agency has reported that in 2003, there 
has been no single case of a Filipino 
woman trafficked in Japan. 


We are also thankful that it was under 
your administration that an anti-human 
trafficking law, R.A. 9802, was enacted. 
It is on record that our sector actively 
participated in the crafting of that law. 


Licensed Entertainment Agencies (CALEA) 
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President 


Reliable Entertainers Promoters 
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lt is with this as backdrop that the 
Philippines faces the tough prospect of 
sending a much smaller number of OPAs 
to Japan next year. 


The economic impact to the Philippines 
of a restricted entry environment to 
Japan's entertainment sector is dire. 


Bangko Sentral ng Em data indicate 
that Japan is the third largest source of 
OFW remittances. 


In 2003, OFWs in Japan turned in 
US$389 million (P21 billion) in foreign 
exchange remittances through the formal 
banking sector. - : 


The same data also show a steady 
increase in remittances during the last six 
years, from US$122 million in 1997 to 
US$443 million in 2002. 


From 1990 to 1999, bank-to-bank 
remittances from OFWs in Japan 
amounted to US$1.07 billion, excluding 
substantial amount sent through other 
channels. 


It is of record that Japanese promoters, 
numbering about a thousand, are 
required by Philippine regulations to 
maintain an escrow deposit of 
US$20,000 at local Philippine banks. 
There is-a real possibility that should 
these Japanese promoters close their 
businesses and withdraw their escrow 
deposit, the Philippine banking system 
stands to immediately lose over US$20 
million in precious foreign exchange. 


Last year, 80,000 Filipino performing 
artists were deployed to Japan, 
according to Japan Immigration data. The 
average OPA deployment per year since 
1996 reaches about 50,000. 


As of December 2003, the Commission 
on Filipinos Overseas placed the number 
of “temporary” Filipinos in Japan at 
197,268. These are those whose stay is 
employment-related and who are 
expected to return to the country at the 
end of their contracts. About 95 percent 
of this number are OPAs. 


There are also about 30,100 “irregular” 
Filipinos in Japan. These are Filipinos 
who are not properly documented or 
without valid residence or work permits, 


LA 


SS 


Е 


or who аге overstaying, and could Бе 
sent home as a result of the restrictions. 


We estimate that over 200,000 Filipinos, 
therefore, might directly lose their 
employment if Japan's crackdown 
materializes. 


There are potentially thousands more 
who could lose their jobs, too. The 
ancillary businesses that depend or cater 
largely to the entertainment sector are 
numerous. 


There are the medical clinics, the training 
centers, the costume makers, shoes 
manufacturers, and the door-to-door 
delivery service enterprises. Even the 
insurance sector could suffer from the 
decline in OPAs deployment. 


The choreographers, trainors, and 
employees of some 238 TESDA- 
accredited training centers (estimated to 
number about 1,900) could be affected. 


The same is true with the employees of 
135 medical clinics accredited by the 
Department of Health to conduct medical 
testing for OFWs. 


The employees and workers of about 400 
licensed recruitment agencies, 
numbering about 4,000, will likewise be 
affected if these agencies cease 
operation. 


The families and dependents of the OPAs 
(atan average family size offive, or about 
a million), would feel the worst effects of 
a possible decline in OPAs deployment. 


Itis common knowledge that most OFW 
families depend solely on the remittances 
of the OFW to enable them to pay for the 
education of the children, the 
amortization of their homes, the medical 
bills, and the daily basic needs of food 
and clothing. 


We support anti-human 
trafficking efforts 
We in the Philippine overseas 
entertainment sector fully support the 
President's efforts, as well as Japan's, to 
eliminate all forms of human trafficking. 


But the insinuations in the media that the 
Filipino entertainers we send to Japan 
tend to end up in prostitution and other 
illegal activities and, by inference, that our 
sector is involved in human trafficking— 
allegations that could have added to the 
reasons for Japan to tightly screen the 
entry of foreign entertainers—are 
misdirected and most unfair. 
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Our sector is one of the most highly 


"regulated. Our OPAs undergo rigid 


recruitment, screening, testing, and” 
assessment process under the 

watchful eyes of the government. If 
there are those who circumvent the 

laws, rules, and regulations that 

govern the deployment of OPAs, they 

do not belong to our sector and it is 

our position that these violators should 

be apprehended and prosecuted to the 

highest extent of the law. 


Itis also our commitmentto self-police 
our ranks and institute reforms in our 
sector. We are now implementing the 
various measures agreed at the 
Overseas Employment Summit on 
July 9, one of which is the 
Comprehensive Orientation Program 
for Performing Artists (COPPA), a two- 
day program where non-government 
organizations are involved as partners 
of the sector in educating our OPAs. 


There is no doubt that because of the 
world-class caliber of Filipino 
entertainers, they could still qualify to 
enter and work in Japan even without 
the ARB / AAC. 


However, documenting the experience 
of an OPA, particularly if the 
establishment the OPA has worked for 
in the Philippines in the past has closed 
shop, will prove to be problematic and 
difficult. And although there are 
enough entertainment venues in the 
country where an OPA could possibly 
work to gain experience, an already 
certified and qualified OPA would still 
need to work for two years before 
becoming eligible to enter Japan. 
Returning OPAs would undergo the 
same process. 


We respectfully appeal for the 
assistance of Her Excellency to 
intercede on our behalf by making the ' 
highest level representation with 
Japan on the matter. 


We believe that with Her Excellency 
taking this action, there is hope that 
Japan will defer its proposal for five 
years, or opt for its gradual 
implementation. 


We believe this is enough time to 
demonstrate to Japan the efficacy of 
the Philippine government's 
certification system and for us in our 
sector to continue to solidify and 
strengthen the reforms we have been 
implementing so that once and for all 
we could together remove the stigma 
that the misinformed and unknowing 
have attached to our ОРАѕ & 
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NAJAR Iraq—Car bombs tore 
through a Najaf funeral pro- 
cession and Karbala's main 
bus station, killing at least 62 
people and wounding more 
than 120 in the two Shiite 
holy cities. In Baghdad, gun- 
‘men launched a bold am- 
bush, executing three elec- 
tion officials, in their cam- 
paign to disrupt next month's 
parliamentary ballot. 

The deadly strikes Sunday high- 
lighted the apparent ability of the 
insurgents to launch attacks almost 
at will, despite confident assess- 
ments by US military commanders 
that they had regained the initi 
tive after last month's campaign 
against militants in Fallujah. 

Families of victims of the twin 
attacks in Najaf and Karbala pre- 
.pared Monday for the staging of 
multiple funerals, keeping in line 
{with Islamic tradition to bury the 
dead within one day. 

Police and Iraqi National 
Guard troops set up checkpoints 
throughout Najaf and increased 
numbers of security personnel 
checked identity documents of 
people in the city. Roads leading 
to the city's holy Imam Ali shrine 
were blocked; apparently out of 
fear of repeat attacks. 

In the Baghdad atack Sunday 
dozens of guenilas—ummasked 
and apparently unafraid to show 
ther faces—ran rampant over Haifa 
Street, a main downtown thorough- 
fare, They dragged the three election 
workers from a car lay them on the 
street in the middle of moming vaf- 


€— =. 


—— 


—Ó————— 


the WORLD 


Car bomb attacks in Najaf, 
Karbala kill at least 62 people 
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IRAQIS view the destruction from the powerful car bomb attack in the holy city of Najaf Dec. 20. Suicide car bombers struck Iraq's two main 


Shiite holy cities of Najaf and Kerbala on Sunday, ki 


historic election. 


ficand shot them point-blank. 

‘The bombings in Najaf and Kar- 
bala, which Shiite officials sus- 
pected were coordinated, were 
the deadliest attacks since July 
"They were a bloody reminder that 
the Shiite heartland in the south— 
not just the Sunni regions of cen- 


tral and northern Iraq—is vulner- 
able to the mainly Sunni insur- 
gents aiming to wreck the vote. 
Shiites, who make up around 60 
percent of Паз population, have 
been strong supporters of the elec- 
Чоп, which they expect wil reverse 
the longtime domination of Iraq by 


the Sunni Arab minority The insur- 
gency is believed to include many 
‘Sunnis who have lost prestige and 
privilege since Saddam Hussein's fall. 
The persistent insurgent vi 
lence has already raised questions 
over whether residents of central 
and northern Iraq will be able to 


Controversy mounts over Rumsfeld’s leadership 


WASHINGTON—Policymakers 
in Washington Sunday debated 
whether embattled Defense Sec- 
retary Donald Rumsfeld should 
hold onto his job, as controversy 
continued to mount over his 
Jeadership of US military efforts 
inirag. 

US Sen. Chuck Hagel became 
the latest in a steady stream of 
leading Republicans to express a 
lack of confidence in the Pen- 
tagon's top civilian official. 

"I have no confidence in 
Rumsfeld, the Nebraska Re- 
publican and decorated Viet- 
пат war hero told CBS televi- 


sion, although he stopped short 
of calling for the defense secre- 
tary's resignation, saying US 
President George W. Bush Bush 
mustmake that call. 

Hagel called the US military's 
continued travails “a manifesta- 
tion of a clear lack of cogent, 
clear, straight-talking planning in 
a post-Saddam Iraq," he said. 

"Were in there now 21 
months. Things are worse than 
they ve ever been," said Hagel. 

Rumsfeld has come in for a 
barrage of fresh criticism after 
admitting that he had not person- 
ally signed Pentagon condolence 


JILTED THROUGH TEXT 


who backed out from their wede 


Norlida Abdul Rahman shows an SMS message from her fiance 


bridegroom, a football player for the state football team, broke 
off their engagement via an SMS message to Norlida's mobile 
phone, Despite the news the jilted bride and her family 
continued with the wedding feast. 


iding in Johor Bharu, Dec. 19. The 


JAKARTA—Thailand must provide 
evidence that Islamic militants in 
the country’s restive south have 
been exposed to radical ideas in In- 
donesia, the world’s most popu 
lous Muslim nation, Jakarta's de- 
fense minister said on Monday. 


ment by Thai Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra, who said Thai militants 
had copied their counterparts in In- 
donesia, minister Juwono Sudar- 
sono said Bangkok should not ty to 
“comer” Indonesia over the issue. 
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letters to families of soldiers 
killed in Iraq. But he has vowed to 
do so in the future, according toa 
Washington Post repor Sunday. 
"1 wrote and approved the 
now more than 1,000 letters 
sent to family members and 
next of kin of each of the ser- 
vicemen and women killed in 
military action," Rumsfeld said 
in a statement to the military 
newspaper Stars and Stripes. 
“While 1 have not individually 
signed each one, in the interest of 
ensuring expeditious contact 
with grieving family members, 1 
have directed that in the furure I 


sign each letter” thé defense 
chief said, according to the Post. 

‘An outery ensued after the 
Stars and Stripes reported in late 
November that the Pentagon was 
using a device to stamp Rums- 
feld' signature on the letters, and 
quoted recipients who said they 
were insulted. 

In recent days, several top Re- 
publicans, including senator and 
former presidential candidate 
John McCain, have recently criti- 
cized Rumsfeld, whom Bush has 
asked to stay on amid a cabinet 
reshuffle following his Novem- 
berelection victory. AFP 


ig at least 62 people and wounding nearly 130, in coordinated attacks six weeks before a 


REUTERS 


vote. If attacks scare away voters 
in the south as well, it would fur- 
ther undermine the first national 
ballot since Saddam was ousted. 
In a message passed on by 
lawyers who visited him in his cell 
last week, Saddam denounced the 
elections asan American plot. АР 
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Mystery bidder grabs Yukos crown 
jewel as Russia dismantles oil firm 


MOSCOW—A mystery bidder 
grabbed the crown jewel of Russian 
ой giant Yukos Sunday inan auction. 
that destroyed the country’s top p 
vate firm, handing it го a shell con 
pany seen asa front for the state-run 
gas monopoly Gazprom. 

Defying an 11th-hour US legal 
order barring the sale, the Ru: 
sian government sold off Yukos’ 
flagship Siberian oil-pumping 
arm, Yuganskneftegaz, for $9.35 
billion, to the previously un- 
known Baikalfinansgroup. 

“Gentlemen, the shares are sold," 
said auctioneer Valery Suvorov. 

‘The disposal represents a death 
blow for Yukos, whose ambitious 
billionaire founder Mikhail Khodor- 
kowky һай built it into Russia's 
best-run company before he wasar- 
rested in October 2003 to face trial 
on fraud and tax evasion charges. 

Yugansk pumps a million bar- 
rels a day some 60 percent of 
Yukos’ oil, and accounts for more 
than 70 percent of reserves of 
Russia's biggest oil producer. 

Apart from Baikal—named after 
Siberis huge Lake Baikal-- 
Gazprom's oil unit Gazpromneftal- 


strong legal evidence, intelli 
gence information is not appro- 
priate enough... For state affairs, 
there must be legal proof," Sudar- 
sono told reporters. 

‘Thaksin said Thai militants in the 


so was registered to participate in 
the auction, but it unexpectedly 


"declined to submit a bid. 


If the mystery winner, as wide- 
ly believed, turns out to be a front 
for Gazprom, it would put a large 
slice of the energy industry back 
in government hands. 

The purchaser of Yugansk 
overnight is acquiring reserves of 
11.63 billion barrels of oil, 17 
percent of Russia's total. 

The world's largest gas producer, 
Gazprom is also merging with state 
ой firm Rosneft, and the combined 
entity would account for a fifth of 
Russian oil output and nearly ай its 
gas production, making it the 
biggest global energy group. 

Yukos has vowed to press legal 
charges against any new owner of 
Yugansk and company officials 
reiterated the sale was illegal. 

“think that the purchaser bought 
himself a $9ЫШоп headache" 
spokesperson Alexander Shadrin 
was quoted as saying by Interfax. 

Representatives of Baikal, offi- 
cially registered in the central 
Russian region of Tver according. 
todocuments read out in the auc- 


saying jungle across the borders of 
the two neighboring countries had 
been used as their raining ground. 
“Many who have strange be- 
havior have imitated their radical 


tion room, maintained a veil of 
secrecy after the sale. 

But analysts said that it was a 
front, either for Gazprom alone orin 
combination with other state-fiend- 
ly interests, adding that the gas giant 
may have been trying to shield itself 
from legal action by buying Yugansk 
through a shell company. 

"It could be a shell company to 
«protect Gazprom interests," said 
Chris Weafer, chief strategist at 
Alfa Bank. 

Erik Kraus, chief strategist at 
Sovlink brokerage, suggested that 
talks Friday in Moscow berween 
Gazprom chief Alexei Miller and 
his counterpart at the Chinese 
state ой firm CNPC might have 
yielded an agreement on a joint 
bid, giving CNPC a minority stake. 

"The first certainty is that itis a 
group blessed by the Kremlin, and 
99 percent of the assets will end 
up in Gazprom hands, But the 
question is Gazprom plus who?" 

"The Chinese and the Indians 
(state ой and gas firm ONGC) were 
interested in bidding and they have 
nothing to fear from international 
legal action,” he said. АЕР 
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friends in Indonesia,” Thaksin 
said in his weekly radio address, 
adding that many of the militants 
had been to study Islam there. 
Thaksin added, however, that 
the Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur 
governments had never support- 
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Bush named 
Time ‘Person 
of.the Year’ 


WASHINGTON--President 
George W. Bush was named Time 
magazine's Person of the Year, af- 
ter а reelection victory that he 
said was about the "use of Ameri- 
can influence." 

Officials from the magazine an- 
nounced Sunday that Bush got the 
nod “for sticking to his guns (literally 
and figuratively), for reshaping the 
rules of politics to fit his ten-gallon- 
hat leadership style and for persuad- 
ing a majority of voters this time 
around that he deserved to be in the 
White House for another four years; 
managing editor Jim Kelly wrote. 

Tn an interview with the news- 
magazine, Bush acknowledged his 
critics here and internationally 
but said a tough US foreign policy 
was more than warranted follow- 
ing the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, 

“My presidency is one that has 
drawn some fire, whether it be at 
home or around the world, Unfortu- 
nately, if youre doing big things, 
most ofthe time you're never going 
to be around to see them (to 
fruition), whether it be cultural 
change or spreading democracy in 
parts of the world where people just 
dont believe it can happen,” he said 

“I understand that. I don't ex- 
pect many short-term historians 
to write nice things about me.” 

Time's year-end ritual comes as 
Washington prepares for Bush's in- 
auguration ceremony next month, 
and as Baghdad prepares for elec- 
tions the US president insists will 
goon despite unrelenting violence. 

His clear victory over Democrat 
John Kerry in November stood in 
sharp contrast to the contrasted 
results їп 2000, when the US 
Supreme Court ultimately halted 
legal battles over recounts of dis- 
puted ballots in the razor-tight 
race against Al Gore. 

That left legions of Americénis 
convinced that his presidency 
was illegitimate—doubts that re- 
ceded after the September 11, 
2001 attacks but surfaced again 
amid anger over the war on Iraq. 

“The election was about this, this 
issue of the use of American influ- 
ence,” Bush told the magazine. AFP 


Roche's cancer 
drug Avastin 
wins Swiss nod 


ZURICH-—Roche AG's colon can- 
cer drug Avastin has been ap- 
proved by Swiss medical authori- 
ties, paving the way for it to be 
launched in other European 
countries, the Swiss drug maker 
said on Monday. 

‘Avastin, which works by starv- 
ing cancers of their blood supply, 
has been approved as a first-line 
treatment for patients with 
metastatic cancer of the colon or 
rectum in combination with in- 
travenous chemotherapy. 

"With peak annual sales estimated. 
at between $870 million-$1.75 bil- 
lion, the drug promises to help drive 
growth at Roche, the worlds number 
опе cancer drug producer thanks to 
products developed by its US 
biotechnology division Genentech. 

Roche certificates, its most 
widely traded form of equity, rose 
0.7 percent to 127.90 Swiss 
francs by 0814 GMT, extending 
gains from Friday when the stock 
bucked the downward trend in 
the drug sector on hopes it would 
gain from rivals! misfortunes. 

Codeveloped with Genentech, 
‘Avastin was approved in the United 
States in February and racked up 
sales of 450 million Swiss francs in 
its first seven months on the market. 

Swiss approval for the drug, 
known generically as bevacizumab, 
had been expected and analysts are 
awaiting marketing approval from 
the European Union any time soon. 

‘Avastin is also being tested for 
potential use in many other types 
of cancer that strike the kidney, 
pancreas, breast, lymph system, 
bladder lung and prostate. АР 


militants 


ed the militants and were cooper- 
ating with Bangkok. 
‘That was not enough for Su- 


worries over terror acts by militant 
groups, Sudarsono said, Reuters 
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Grenade found near kamang Hilton 


JAKARTA—An unexploded grenade was found 
near the Hilton Hotel in Jakarta early Monday po- 
lice and hotel officials said, days after foreign gov- 
emments warned that terrorists were planning at- 
tacks on Wester targets ahead of Christmas. 

‘Australia’s warning last week was unusually 
specific, saying it had “eredible information” 
that terrorists could be targeting the Hilton 
Hotel chain in the country. The United States, 
Britain, New Zealand and Japan also issued 
warnings but did not mention specific targets, 

‘A gardener found the grenade near a fence 
surrounding the sprawling, five-star complex 
in the Indonesian capital, seid Emeraldo 
Parengkuan, Hilton's public relations director, 

“We called police and gave it to them,” he said. 
“1 think its an effort to send a message to the 
whole country and show that the terrorist are s 
active in Jakarta or elsewhere in the country” 

Noone was hurt. 

Police confirmed that a grenade had been 
found at the Hilton compound but could not 
say whether it had been activated. They also 
couldn't say who was responsible for it. 

Since Thursday, security has been tight- 
ened at Indonesia's three Hilton hotels as well 
as shopping malls, churches and other hotels, 

‘At the Jakarta Hilton, police armed with 
automatic weapons stood guard next to 
Christmas trees while employees have been 
instructed to report anything suspicious. 

Parengkuan said the hotel had not seen a 
mass exodus of guests, but that some groups 
had canceled functions because ofthe threat. 

The al-Qaida linked Jemaah Islamiyah ter- 
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ror group has been blamed for a string of ter- 
ror attacks in the past three years, including 
the October 2002 Ball bombings, last years 
blast at the J.W. Marriott hotel and the Sept. 9 
Australian Embassy attack that have left a to- 


eral countries warn thelr citizens not to travel 
to Indonesia агай. 

Jakarta has complained about the advi- 
sores, calling them unfair and saying they 
drive away tourists. 
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tal of 224 people dead.” 

Despite scores of 
arrests, local police 
and foreign govem- 
ments have repeated- 
ly warned more at- 
tacks are likely. Sev- 
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Now, you can say Good-bye to Hair Loss. Nu/Hart Hair Cinics, a 
world leader in hair restoration, is now open in Manila, offering йв 
proven breakthrough procedures and American medical expertise 
to reverse hair loss using your own natural hair 
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With over 50 years of combined surgeon experience and 15 years 
in business, Nu/Hart has performed over 25,000 individual hair 
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yf o ‘over 40 countries at its,11 offices in the US. 
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Get Nokia Care for your Nokia Mobile Phone. Visit the authorized service centers today. 


NOKIA STORES 

Nokia Professional Centre 

4th Level Festival Super Mall, Alabang Zapote 
Rd, Alabang 

Tel 807-4946, 807-4709/Fax: 807-3095 
етай: customer-service@accordccs.com 


Nokia Professional Centre 

Units 283, Lansbergh Place, 170 T, Morato Ave. 
or. Scout Castor St, Quezon City 

Tek 373-1112]Telelac 373-7110 


Znd Level, Greenbelt 1, Paseo de Roxas, 


Tek 726-5728/Fax 844-7828 + 
етай: customer-service@accordeescom. 


Digital Exchange, 3rd Level, Glorietta 3, 


Nokia Store 

Units 161-162, Cyberzone, SM Cty North EDSA, 
Quezon City 

Tel: 726-5728/Fax: 426-7847 

етай customer-service@accordecscom 


Nokia Store 

3rd Level, Gaisano Mall of Davao 

JP. Laurel Ave, Davao City 

Tel: (082) 225-4441 to 43/Fax (082) 225-4064 
етай. customer-serice@accordecscom 


BRIGHTPOINT 
Brightpoint Philippines 

Upper Ground Level, ll Mal Cubao, Quezon Oty 
те: 995-7174 

‘email: CustomerService@brightpoinccomph 


Brightpoint Philippines 

2nd Level BF Building, N. Escario St. Cebu City 
Tek (032) 253-7135/Fax (032) 255-8551 
‘email CustomerService@brightpoinucomph 


SEMICON 

Semicon Baguio 

2nd Level, Porta Vaga Май, Session Rd, Baguio ity 
Tet: (074) 446-2773/Fax: (074) 444-2726 

етай technical@semicon.net 


Semicon Cagayan de Oro 

3rd Level, SM Cagayan de Oro, 

Mastersons Ave. сог. Grandvia St, Upper Carmen 
Cagayan de Oro City 

Tel: (088) 859-2092/Fax: (088) 859-2125. 

emalt: technical@semiconnet 


Semicon Cebu 

2nd Level, SH Cebu, Cebu City » 
Tek: (032) 232-6424/Fax: (032) 231-7332. 

emalt: technical@semtcon.net 


Semicon Fairview * 

2nd Level, SM Fairview, Quirino Highway 

cor. Regalado St, Novaliches, Quezon City 
I:417-6756/Fax: 417-6796 

email technical@semicon.net 


‘Semicon Head Office 


Semicon Centre Building, Marcos Highway, 


Pasig Qty 
Tel: G81-4965/Fax: 681-4964 
emall technical@semicon.net 


Semicon lollo 

Lower Ground Level, SM Chy Iloilo 
Benigno Aquino Ave, Tollo City 

Tek (033) 320-6362/Fax (033) 320-7308 
email: technical@semiconnet 


Semicon Lucena 

3rd Level, SM Оку Lucena, Dalahican Rd. cor. 
Pagbilao St Bray. Ibabang Dupay, Lucena Cty 
Telefax: (042) 710-3550 

emalt: sm-techOsemicon net 


Semicon Manila 

Ath Level, SH Manila 

Concepcion & San Marcelino Sts, Manila 
Tek 527-4484/Fax 527-8740 

emalt technical@semicon.net 


Semicon Megamall 

Sth Level, Building В, SM Megamall, EDSA, 
Mandaluyong ty 

Telefax: 635-5522 

email: technkal@semiconnet 


Semicon Pampanga 

2nd Level, SM Pampanga, 

San Fernando Cty, Pampanga 

Tel: (045) 875-1735/Telefax: (045) 961-2813 
emalt technical@semiconnet 


NOKIA 


CONNECTING PEOPLE 


Semicon Southmall 

2nd Level, (yberzone, SM Southmall, 
Zapote, Las Pinas 

Те: €06-6922/Fax: 806-9095 = 
email technical@semiconnet 


As an assurance of quality, purchase only from authorized Nokia Dealers. For Inquiries, сай the Nokia Careline at (02) 886-1234. 
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A widow's advice 


'E would like to add our voice to the call of those 
who counsel against using the funeral of Fernan- 

W do Poe Jr. to destabilize the government. The 
death of “Da King" has been politicized enough, and at 
‘this time when the nation is still reeling from widespread 
hardship and misery caused by an economic decline and 
disasters, we need political and social turmoil like we 

need a hole in the head. 
-EDITORIALS Thus, it is well that the widow of 
FPJ, the dignified and level-headed 
“Susan Roces, has called on his supporters to make sure 
‘that the funeral would not be tarnished by politics. The 
people who mourn the death of their idol would be hon- 
oring his memory best by heeding his widow's advice. 

FPJ was a man of peace, despite the fact that he often 
portrayed violent personae in his movie roles. We believe 
that had he lived, he would have pursued through peace- 
ful and legal means redress for what he believed was a 
wrong done to him through alleged cheating at the polls. 
If he had wanted to employ violent means, he could have 
Yoused his hundreds of thousands of fans and supporters 
to march and rise up against the Arroyo administration, 
but he did not do so. 

The Philippine National Police is reported to be prepar- 
ing at least 1,000 officers to keep the peace during the fu- 
"neral march. The PNP would be well-advised to continue 
to adhere to a policy of maximum tolerance and to keep 
as low a profile as possible. Probably the police should 
wield only nightsticks and not firearms, to avoid a possi- 
ble repeat of the killings that recently occurred during the 
Hacienda Luisita strike. 

The fans and supporters of FPJ would also be rendering 
the nation a great service if they would police their ranks 
"and make sure that no agents provocateurs from the Left 
or Right infiltrate them to cause trouble during what is 
‘supposed to be a dignified and solemn occasion. This was 
possible during the funeral march of the late Sen. Benig- 
no Aquino Jr. that was attended by an estimated two mil- 
lion people. We do not see any reason why a similar 
peaceful funeral march cannot be held for another very 
popular and charismatic figure. 


A father’s grief 


HE SAD eyes and mournful countenance of 

Speaker Jose de Venecia said it all. His face 

showed the unbearable sorrow of a parent who 
had lost a dearly beloved child. Interviewed after the 
death of his daughter Maria Kristina Casimira (KC), 
De Venecia said that “she brought us so much happi- 
-ness and so much joy...Next to my wife, she is the 
light of my life.” Many people watching the televised 
iinterview could not help but shed tears in sympathy 
‘with the De Venecia couple who had suffered an inef- 
fable loss. 

Could KC's death have been avoided? If only she had 
gone out with her siblings instead of staying home that 
fateful night. If only her nanny had stayed with her in 
the same room. If only adequate safety precautions 
‘had been taken in stringing up the Christmas lights at 
ithe De Venecia mansion. If only there were no iron 
grills, or if they could have been easily opened from in- 
side in an emergency. If only asbestos suits and other 
sophisticated fire-fighting equipment had been avail- 
able so that firemen could have gone through the blaz- 
ing inferno to rescue her. If... 

‘The Speaker said he would file a measure providing 
for the purchase of asbestos suits for the fire depart- 
ments of cities and towns. This, and other measures 
that would upgrade the firefighting ability and equip- 
ment of fire departments, should be given high priori- 
ty on the legislative agenda. These things, as has been 
demonstrated by the De Venecia tragedy, literally 
mean the difference between life and death. 

We are sure the great majority of congressmen 
would be willing to give up a substantial portion of 
their pork barrel to fund a measure that would im- 
prove the firefighting ability of firemen and modern- 
ize their equipment. Firemen from highly developed 
countries like the United States could be invited to 
Manila to teach our firefighters new techniques in 
fighting fires. Let’s not wait for another De Venecia 
tragedy to strike before upgrading the firefighting ca- 
ну of our firemen 


KUH 
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“CRUDE threats by local martinets and subtle 
encroachment are directed against media, 
even as it struggles to upgrade professional 
standards...Officials swear they're partisans 
for liberty—but threaten to padlock critical 
stations or ban independent reporters.” 

Thats not drug-riddled Colombia or thug- 
ruled Zimbabwe. That's Cebu, say journalists 
‘who know the place like the back of their hands, 
in a pooled editorial titled, “Dreams in a time of 
trouble." Cebu's newspapers and stations came 
up with this hard-nosed assessment during their 
September Press Freedom Week celebration. 

Now, two metro mayors have ratcheted dis- 
criminatory pressure on press members who 
don't join their political parades. In so doing, 
they've confirmed that evaluation. 

‘American and Filipino agents busted one of 
Southeast Asia's largest drug factories in Mayor 
Thadeo Quano's Mandaue City. In “the Philip- 
pines’ shabu capital,” Ouano, his cops, baran- 
gay and building officials told a wishy-washy 
House committee they knew nothing, heard 
nothing and seid nothing. Just like the prover- 
bial three monkeys? 

Bateven simians can get midnight adrenalin. 
Mandaue suddenly did to ABS-CBN's regional 
station what it spared their shabu factory: It is- 
sued a notice of illegal electrical connection. 

That dyAB, the network's AM station, had 
raked over Ошапо and Co. for the drug scandal 
was coincidental, Ouano said. "OBO's notice 
was not intended to harass ABS-CBN...The 
city issued similar notices to 20 companies.” 

“There is never a paucity of arguments in fa- 
vor of limiting press freedom,” US Supreme 
Court Justice Stewart Potter once wryly ob- 
served 

Next door, Mayor Tomas Osmefa announced 
he'd ban the GMA network from covering the 
January Sinulog grand parade at the Cebu City 
‘Sports Center. This is a public event, in an offi 
cial site with P8-million taxpayers’ contribution. 
But GMAs dySS features the multi-awarded 
Bobby Nalzaro, acriticof the mayor. 

But the ban is "very mild," Osmeña protest- 
ed. Anyway he claims “the power to close and 
cancel the franchise of GMA 7." He'd padlock 


FRANKLY, I can't understand what Mala- 
cafiang meant to accomplish by proposing 
that FPJ be turned into a national ai 
and/or be buried in Libingan ng mga Bayani. 1 
gota lot of text messages from people, some 
of whom had been GMA supporters during 
the elections, saying GMA was looking more 
and more ridiculous trying everything to stem 
the tide of sympathy for FPJ and an accompa- 
nying tide of antipathy toward her. 

1 could only agree. It only served to high- 
light the contrast between honesty and dis- 
honesty, sincerity and insincerity, which was 
already forming in the publics mind, with 
government occupying the second part of the 
dichotomy. “Kaplastikan” was the word Susan 
Roces and several others used to describe 
those who materialized at the wake looking 
grief-stricken after stabbing FPJ in the back 
during the elections. The word echoed deaf- 
eningly with the proposal to turn FPJ into na- 
tional artist and hero. 

It doesn't appease enemies, it only pisses off 
friends. It only adds national artists and 
heroes, or the kin of national artists and heroes 
since most national artists and heroes are dead 
almost by definition, to the list of enemies. 

1 know FPJ did a lot of movies, probably 
more than any other Filipino movie star, and1 
know that he captured the Filipino imagina- 
tion by portraying characters his countrymen 
could relate to. When we were kids we spoke 
his name with reverence, far more than we 
did Erap's and Bernard Bonnin's (who por- 
trayed Gagamba, Alyas Palos, Kapten Barbel, 
and other comic book heroes), and imagined 
ourselves to be him when we played our war, 
cowboy and other children's games. He was 
the quintessential Filipino hero: humble, soft- 
spoken, respectful of elders, but a veritable li- 
оп when pushed to the wall. And of course 
one possessed of heroic or magical abilities. 

But 1 don't know that these things alone 
qualify anyone to become a national artist. Un- 
fortunately, FPJ was also trapped by his own 
popularity. He could not get past his heroic im- 


‘age and essav mare camnlex. or indeed mare 


the station for refusing to accept the paid ads of 
the city which has P1.7 million in unpaid 1005. 
A settle-debts-first policy of the Kapisanan Ng 
Brodkasters, which GMA-7 implemented, is 
censorship, he claimed. 

No kidding? Last I heard the authority that 
grants or cancel franchises rests exclusively 
with Congress. Any mayor who arrogates that 
power to himself faces the business end of a 
usurpation sui 

But habits die hard. In 1996, then private 

itizen Tomas Osmefia signed, on behalf of 
Metro Cebu Development project, official loan 
papers with the Japanese government. Sen. 
John Osmeña threatened to clobber him with a 
“usurpation of official functions” suit. 

Access to news event is absolutely funda- 
mental to journalists. Thus, in Subido v. Ozae- 
ta, the Supreme Court ruled that constitutional 
protection covers access. 

Jurisprudence in democratic counties 
echoes that principle. In Hawaii, the US district 
court struck down Mayor Frank Fesis ban 
against reporters of the Honolulu Star Bulletin 
reporters attending his press conferences. “Only 
compelling government interests” can prop up 
such bans, it saic 

But Osmefia claims he can bestow or with- 
hold, at whim, access to news. This is constitu- 
tional nonsense. A basic human right cannot 
be held hostage to personal vendertas. The 
Charter's provision on the press is not hemmed 
in by qualifications. 

“There are absolutes in our Bill of Rights," 
US Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black wrote. 
"They were put there on purpose by men who 
knew what words meant, and meant that the 
prohibitions were absolute.” 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 
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real, characters. He couldn't even die in his 
movies without alienating his public. What en- 
deared him to the public was also what dis- 
tanced him from true art, the kind Erap and es- 
pecially Doiphy ventured into when they be- 

‘came more established. One may have more of 
a case proposing Dolphy as national artist. 

Let us honor FPJ, but let us not dishonor Nick 
Joaquin, Lino Brocka and Antonio Molina 

Who knows? Maybe Malacafiang threw the 
proposal as bait, hoping to enrage the artistic 
community should FPJ's kin and friends bite. 
Well, they didn't. 

AS to being proclaimed a hero, I know that 
РР] was a hero not just to the legions of folk 
he had helped in the movies but in real life. 
He was a savior to many of his friends, not the 
least of them the least of the people in show 
biz, or the ones who tend to be ignored in the 
division of spoils at the end of a movie. He 
was good to the crew, the stuntmen, the 
gofers, becoming ninong at their weddings 
and baptisms, taking care of their hospital 
bills, and being there in their hour of need. He 
himself had started below, working as а stunt- 
man before he worked his way up. He knew 
what it meant to be hungry. 

But as1 wrote only last week, about rhe six 
people who have just been added to the Wall 
of Remembrance in the Bantayog ng mga 
Bayani (Lean Alejandro, Joe Burgos, Jun Ce- 
Jestial, Paula Malay, Laverne Mercado, Bobbit 
Sanchez), though herves, are ordinary folk 
like us, they are also ordinary folk who have 
done extraordinary things by glimpsing the 
need to serve the people. Heroism is more 
than beneficence or generosity, it is coura 
and self-sacrifice. It is nushine back rhe limits 


Osmefia used the same argument to ban, in 
2001, reporters of dyHB Sun Star and Radyo 
Bombo from City Най press conferences. He 
cribbed that from the often-soused Joseph 
Estrada who denied Inguiner reporters access 
to Malacafiang press conferences. Pakistan's 
Nawar Sharif also banned the Jang newspaper, 
Sharifis in exile, And Estrada is in the clink. 

These are discriminatory interdicts. They 
differ from Marcos’ brass-knuckle padlocking 
of the press in its obviousness, and are cruder 
than arm-twisting behind the scenes. The may- 
ors late father, then Gov. Sergio Osmeiia, muz- 
zled the independent Southern Star by asking 
the dailys owners: "Somos o no somos" (Are 
you with me or against me?) 

The governor pressured firms to yank out 
their ads from the Republic Daily, owned by 
the Cuencos. Decades later, Joseph Estrada 
prodded first his movie industry buddies, then 
businessmen to cut ads for the Inquirer. That 
lopped too. 

Nonetheless, Osmefia and Ouano barrel into 
salami-slicing of press freedoms. "The greatest 
danger to liberty," US Supreme Court Justice 
Louis Brandeis once wrote, “lurks in the en- 
croachments by men of zeal, well-meaning but 
without understanding.” 

Journalism “is not a comfortable profession 
for fat cats," Guardian editor Peter Preston told 
ап International Press Institute meeting, “We 
write or broadcast to make sure the world 
knows what is happening in what would other- 
wise be dark recesses of people behaving at 
their worst." 

‘Some do the task brilliantly. Others just get 
by. Some are incompetent and should be fired. 
А number sell out or, as the late publisher Eu- 
genio Lopez once said, "serve as megaphones 
forthe powerful.” 

But journalists are “prisoners of a necessary 
cause.” Our craft is “a barricade where we en- 
counter opposition, confusion, sometimes per- 
sonal peril" Preston writes. "But you have to 
be on the side of (liberty of expression), be- 
cause there is no other side to be on.” 


(E-mail: juan_mercado@pacificnet ph) 


Mere justice will do 


of the possible. It is fighting tyranny, it is 
struggling to build a new world, even at cost 
1o life and limb. 

Let us honor FPJ, but let us not dishonor 
Lean, Joe, Jun, Ayi, Laverne and Bobbit, 

Tn any case, it is completely unnecessary. 
FPJ's kin never sought it, and FPJ himself 
would have been unhappy with it. He was an 
unpretentious man, his wife, Susan Roces, re- 
calls. He was never one to make himself out as 
something he was not. He knew his limita- 
tions, which is more than can be said for oth- 
ers who are without accomplishment. 

‘More to the point, it misses the point com- 
pletely. It is giving a new pair of eyes to some- 
‘one who is missing his feet. Unlike his chief ri- 
val in he elections, FPJ never lacked attention 
or has been kulang sa pansin. At least in the 
eyes of the public. For unlike his chief rival in 
the elections, too, FPJ has lacked attention 
from the Comelec and Congress. Both took 
him to not exist at all, the first ignoring the 
ross violations of electoral rules being com- 
mitted openly by his chief rival, the second 
railroading the count on che ground that this 
country would die fit did not have a new pres- 
ident soon. It forgot that this country would 
die sooner if it had the wrong president. 

I do not know if FPJ or GMA won the elec- 
tions, But that is the problem precisely: we do 
not know who did. That the Comelec and 
Congress decreed GMA did so does not: settle 
the question, it only unsettles our mind about 
the nature of the Comelec and Congress. FPJ 
has every right to pursue his protest, and 1 
hope his followers do so amid all talk that it 
would destabilize the country. The pursuit of 
truth has never destabilized a country, the de- 
fense ofa Не has. Согу quest for a recount af- 
ter the snap elections did not destabilize the 
country, Marcos’ defense afa crooked election 
and a moor crooked rule did so. 

Ab, but it is no small irony that in this coun- 
try death is the loudest whisper of all. To get 
listened to, you have to die first. 

Never mind mare accolades and honors for 
FPJ, Mere iustice will do. 
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Postpone award for FPJ 


Tr would be a good idea for Malacafiang to post- 
pone the conferment on the late Fernando Poe 
Jr. of the Presidential Medal of Merit to February 
met year, as this would help cool the under- 
standable partisan passions arising from his sud- 
den demise. By early next year, we hope, the 
award would be-appreciated for its real worth, 
asa tribute to a great artist of the people. 

The Palace mulled over the conferment of 
presidential awards on late artists, who died in 
Succession and who had contributed significant- 
ly to the development of their respective fields, 
namely, PPJ for Filipino movies, the late Zeneida 
‘Amador for theater and the late George Canseco 
for music. Honors for Amador and Canseco were 
already being contemplated by the Palace, but 
when FPJ suddenly died, Cecile Guidote Al- 
varez, executive director of the National Com- 
mission on Culture and the Arts, proposed that 
the King of RP movies be similarly honored. The 
President was said to have liked the idea, since 
she has always recognized FPJ as a cinema icon 
even before they became arch-rival in politics 

But since the proposed award for FPJ as- 
sumed some political color, it would be a 
good idea if the Palace postponed the award- 
giving ceremony to February. Sayang naman 
3f partisan passions would distort the true 
value of the singular recognition being con- 
ferred on FPJ, Bibot Amador and George 
Canseco. If Bibot were around, she would 
doubtless agree to a February date. 

‘At the simple but elegant ceremonies in Mala- 
cafiang last Dec. 15, the President conferred the 
Presidential Awards for Filipino Individuals and 
Organizations Overseas for 2004 on 34 individuals 
and organizations. Dr Sariel Ablaza, one of the re- 
cipients of the Lingkod sa Kapwa Pilipino Award, 
Who gave the response on behalf of the awardees, 
summarized the motivation of his colleagues in 
‘two fourletter words, "Love" and “Care.” The 
‘Hagonoy-bom cardio-thoracic surgeon based in 
New Jersey, USA, said, "Itis pure love for our coun- 
пу and our needy countrymen, which is the di 
ing force for whatever we did overseas.” But one 
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without the other is useless, he added. 


The group Dr. Ablaza once chaired, the 
Philippine Économic and Cultural Endow- 
ment-USA, has demonstrated this love and 
care mainly in the form of more than 400 arte- 
sian wells it constructed from Ilocos to Jolo. 
On his own, Ablaza has helped his alma mater, 
the UP College of Medicine, by serving as “ba- 
lk professor? seting up scholarships for poor 
but deserving medical students and founding 
the first professorial chair at the UP College of 
Medicine to be set up by an individual. This, in 
turn, inspired other alumni to support more 
than 80 professorial chairs in that college. 

Ablaza recalled that as а barefoot teenage 
school boy he used to sell sampaguita garlands 
in the back alleys of Caloocan or hanging from. 
the estribo of Pambusco buses to support himself 
through school. Little did he think that one day 
he would merit the presidential award. 

The success stories of Ablaza and other 
awardees, who came from humble backgrounds 
but distinguished themselves in various profes- 
sions overseas, should inspire the younger gen- 
eration of Filipinos to strive harder: 

For last Sunday evening's dzRH program co- 
hosted by Cecile Alvarez and myself, and next 
Sunday, we interviewed three other overseas 
Filipino awardees. As I said earlier, what runs 
through them like a common thread is their 
Jove for their native land and their desire to 
help their countrymen here and abroad. For i 
stance, Banaag Awardee Evelyn de Asis-Nativi- 
dad, 53, an educator from Samar who works in 


the Chicago public high school system, and her 
husband, sanitary engineer Cornelio Natividad, 
who won the same award in 2002, have helped 

ut RP on the map in Chicago. Evelyn spear- 
Readed the campaign to raise $60,000 to up. 

rt the marine exhibit during the unveiling о! 
ке replica of our famed Apo Island in Negros 
Oriental, now a lead attraction in Chicago's 
John G. Shedd Aquarium. The Natividads, who 
are active in advancing the civil rights of Fil- 
pino old-timers and promoting the rich cultur- 
al traditions of Asian minorities, also helped in 
installing the 11-foot monument of Dr. Jose 
Rizal in a prominent area of Chicago—the only 
monument to an Asian hero there. 

On the other hand, a 37-year-old Filipino doc- 
tor named Jovelle Laoag-Fernandez, a graduate 
of St. Louis University Medical School in Baguio 
City, has blazed the trail in Kobe; Japan, as a rec- 
ognized clinical researcher in the field of obstet- 
rics and gynecology. Arriving there in 1998 as a 
Japanese government scholar and research fel- 
low, she began her doctoral studies there. Her 
research and studies in obstetrics and gynecolo- 
gy as well as in ovarian and cervical cancer and 
its therapy earned her various honors, as well as 
a position as research assistant in Kobe Universi- 
Sys Graduate School of Medicine. She also con- 
ducts seminars for Japanese nurses and mid- 
wives, teaching them how to manage patients, 
especially Filipino women married to Japanese. 
She made Japanese doctors realize that Filipino 
patients are a “very touching” people, in that 
they like to feel the touch of their doctor's hand, 
unlike the reserved Japanese. 

It was a singular honor for this young Filipina 
tperash into and be accepted by operis relatively 
closed society, especially in the field of medicine, 
and Jovelle is all admiration for the modern anti- 
cancer technology she learned in Japan. But de- 
spite this, she and her husband, also a medical 
graduate of St. Louis, plan to pack up and retum 
f Manila in the near future. She plans to set up a 
clinical research office here on endocrinology and 
reproductive health. She feels this is one area that 
has been neglected here. 


Oustanding Fil-Canadians 


CANADIAN Ambassador Peter Sutherland hosted 
a lunch last week to honor Filipino-Canadians 
who were among those recognized as outstand- 
ing overseas Filipinos by the Philippine govern- 
ment last week. 

Honored in rites held last Dec. 15 in Malacafiang 
were Arturo Viola, currently deputy Lord Mayor of 
Niagara-on-the Lake; Alicia Natividad, the first Fil- 

* pino to be admitted to the Ontario bar; and two, 
Cultural groups, the Fiesta Filipina Dance Troupe of 
‘Canada and the Panday Tinig Chorale Ensemble. 

Вот and raised in Santiago, Isabela, Viola emi- 
grated to Canada in 1967 and retired in 1994 from. 
“his post at the Niagara-on-the-Lake General Hospi- 
tal, Unlike most folk whose retirement marks a re- 
treat from most involvements, Viola used his free 
time to volunteer for various causes and this be- 
‘came the natural springboard for a foray into poli- 
tics. Well-known and liked, he ran for alderman 
(councilor) in 1994, winning the highest number of 
‘votes which qualified him for the post of deputy 
‘Lord Mayor. 

s 10 the next elections, Viola won a three-way race 
for Lord Mayor, becoming the first Asian and Fil- 
jpino to clinch the post. In 1998, he also accepted 
the honorary chairmanship of the fundraising com- 
mittee for the Niagara Regional Native Centre, rais- 
ing $5 million for the center’ self-proficiency drive. 

“Though he left politics in 2000, Viola continued 
to be involved in civic affairs, deciding to run for 
"public office again in 2003 and making a comeback 
as deputy Lord Mayor. In recognition of his “signifi- 
cant contribution to Canada, to (his) community or 
to (his) fellow Canadians," Viola was conferred the 
Queen Elizabeth П Golden Jubilee Medal last year. 
NATIVIDAD is one of the founders of the Canada 
Philippines Business Council, which is geared to- 
ward promoting trade and economic relations 
between the Philippines and Canada. Currently 
the council's president, she has organized busi- 
ness forums, seminars and receptions focusing 
‘on economic and trade opportunities in the 
Philippines. As part of her work with the council, 
she spearheaded the conduct of business confer- 


‘THE THEME of connecting people kept recurring 
to me the entire month that 1 stayed in the 
Netherlands to study land management and in- 
"formal settlements regularization. 

First, there were the 21 course participants 
‘coming from 10 developing countries who not 
only had to travel great distances to study togeth- 
erat the Institute on Housing and Urban Develop- 

ment Studies (IHS) in Rotterdam but also had to 
"overcome cultural and personal differences, the 
latter being the more difficult to do. Also, loved 
‘ones regularly called or sent me SMS (as they call 
itext messages in that part of Europe) to make 
‘sure I was fine amid the cold Dutch autumn. And 
when I bought fruits at the weekly Blaak market 
“(there's no spelling error here: the name of the 
„place is really Blaak and it's perfectly legal) guess 
“what they were wrapped with? An Oct. 2, 2002 
copy of the Philippine Daily Inquirer! I thought 
‘the Inquinen should add “Connecting People" to 
‘its slogan “Balanced News, Fearless Views.” But 
Nokia might already have a patent to. 

‘A weekend visit to Berlin also reinforced this 
theme in my mind. For what can be a more dra- 
matic act of connecting people than the fall of the 

„Berlin Wall, 15 years ago last November? More- 
‘over during my stay there, European Union lead- 
‘ers signed an agreement that they hope will lead 
чо the adoption of a common constitution for EU 
countries and all their people. 

But it was inside the classroom that the theme 
“of connecting people was repeatedly emphasized 
‘by our lecturers through the concept of socio-spa- 
‘al integration in urban management. Basically, 
“it means that for a city to truly work, all commu- 
„nities must have access to economic, social, cul- 
‘tural, political and recreational opportunities and 
"facilities existing within the сіу. 

Unfortunately, this is not true in many, if not 
“most, cities around the world. In the Philippines, 
"for example, we have hundreds of thousands of 
families living in informal settlements. These fami- 
“ies struggle to be economically socially culturally, 
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ences in support of the official state visits of then 
President Fidel V Ramos in 1997, and President 
Macapagal-Arroyo in 2002, as well as visits of 
other officials from the Philippines. 

Aside from her work promoting business and 
investor relations between Canada and the 
Philippines, Natividad is also an avowed feminist, 
devoting her time to volunteer work with wom- 
en's organizations and to Nelson House, a shelter 
for women and children survivors of violence. 

1also know Alice as the sister of Irene Nativi- 

dad, who is like her a feminist deeply involved in 
social and political causes, and who has been 
quite active in promoting Filipino-American re- 
lations, mainly through the Filipino-American 
Foundation based in Washington, D.C. I guess 
feminism, civic involvement and ties to the 
Philippines run in the family! 
COMMENTING on the recognition given the Pan- 
day Tinig Choral Ensemble, Ambassador Suther- 
land noted that “anytime outstanding Filipinos are 
recognized, we know musical artists have to be 
among them!” 

‘The Panday Tinig Choral Ensemble is a cele- 
brated Filipino-Canadian chóir, whose members 
are Filipinos based in Montreal and its sur- 
rounding suburbs. Though none of the members 
ever underwent formal training in voice or mu: 
sic, they are all devoted to "refining the art of 
choral singing," as proclaimed in the choirs 
name, which combines the Filipino terms pan- 
day (craftsman) and tinig (voice). 

‘The choral ensemble was assembled by pi 
Editha Fedalizo in 1985 and immediately made а 


Connecting people 
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Junefe Gilig Payot 
‘Institute on Church and Social Issues. 


politically and physically integrated into our cities 
and although they have made some progress over 
the years through sheer hard work, tenacity and 
creativity there isa long way yet to go for them. 

The “trolley,” which families living along the rail 
tracks use to transport goods and people from their 
illegally built houses to the city centers, is a very 
‘concrete symbol ofthis creative struggle to be soci: 
spatially integrated. When I showed the other раг- 
ticipants a picrure of it, they marveled at the inge- 
nuity of the Filipino poor. They were so amazed by it 
that much of the question-and-answer portion after 
my report was spent explaining to them how i 
works. Some even asked me for pictures of it! 
‘Thanks to the trolley, 1 had my 15 minutes of fame. 

Rotterdam itself was a very appropriate venue 
to talk about integration. Из famous symbol, the 
Erasmusbrug or Erasmus bridge named after the 
great humanist who was born there, was made to 
Connect its northern and southern parts, which 
for long had been different economically and so- 
cially (the South being looked down upon as 
poor, filthy, and lacking in culrure) but are now 
making progress at integration. The whole city is 
much better now because of it. 

This is a very basic but often neglected concept 
in housing and urban management. But it has be- 
come more important here in the Philippines in 
light of the massive relocation of families to be af- 
fected by the $503-million NorthRail project. 
‘There is no question that this infrastructure pro- 
ject will have positive long-term national impact. 
But along with this national interest are the imer- 
ests of the families whose lifetimes of investment 
born of hard work and creativity will be swept 


mark in multicultural events and productions such 
as the Asian Heritage Festival, Chinese Gardens” 
Summer Festival and Drummondville Choral Festi 
val. Hoping to develop the talents of Filipino-Cana- 
dian youth, Panday Tinig also formed Salingsing, a 
children's choir, in 1991. Panday Tinig has sung for 
a documentary film for the Canadian National Film 
Board as well as for an educational CD, an honor 
that makes all Filipinos in Canada proud. In 2001, 
the group released a CD recording of Filipino folk 
songs, "Pinagkawing Himig Pilipino,” which is reg- 
istered and fled in the Canadian National Library 
The ensemble has also performed in Carnegie Hall 
in New York. 

‘THE FIESTA Filipina Dance Troupe of Canada, 
based in Toronto, has performed in the Philip- 
pines but representatives of the group eagerly 
agreed with Ambassador Sutherland when he 
said the embassy should look for means to bring 
them back again, perhaps together with Panday 
Tinig, which has yet to perform before a local au- 
dience. 

Explaining why he decided to host a get-to- 
gether at his residence, with embassy staff and 
Some media and business people in attendance, 
the ambassador said it was the least he could do 
after the Philippine government had honored 
his countryfolk at a Malacañang reception. 

Once again, the awards prove that not only 
are Filipinos capable of rising to prominence 
and achievement while living on foreign shores 
(there were 45 awardees, living in different 
parts of the world), they are also able to retain 
their ties to the home country, to use their per- 
sonal resources to strengthen ties between the 
Philippines and their adopted countries. 

Perhaps we can say that overseas Filipinos, 
whose wanderlust has brought them to even 
some of the remotest corners of the globe, are 
the glue that bind our country to most other na- 
tions, proving by their hard work, industry, abili- 
ty and good nature that Filipinos have much to 
contribute to the building of their nations, both 
of birth and of citizenship. д 


away by their relocation. 

‘According to Michael Cernea, an acknowledge 
expert on relocation, a phenomenon known as 
“engineering bias," i.e, an overwhelming concern 
to complete civil construction that blinds plan- 
ners to the social needs of resettled people, often 
‘occurs. And thus, socio-spatial integration is not 
given much consideration in relocation, resulting 
in socio-spatial segregation instead and more im- 
poverishment. 

‘This isnot the first time that relocation on such a 
scale has happened here but irs the first time that it 
is being talked about, maybe because it involves bil 
lions of pesos. And money, of course, never fails to 
get our politicians attention. But the project should 
get attention because we are talking about the lives 
vof tens of thousand of poor families. 

Some opposition senators think that too much 
money might have been budgeted for relocation 
alone. I don't know how much money is needed to 
relocate tens of thousands of families. But 1 do 
know that enough money should be set aside to 
make sure that wherever they will be relocated, the 
families will be socio-spatially integrated to their 
host city through complete health, educational and 
transport facilities and access to basic utilities and 
livelihood opportunities. Otherwise, we will ust be 
recreating new slums in another place. 

It is sad but true that in spite of 50 years of ex- 
perience in relocation, the Philippines has not re- 
ally leamed how to do proper and humane relo- 
cation. To use the words of a relocated mother 
from an earlier government project, “Basta na 
lang kami itinapon dito" Tapon is a word we asso- 
ciate only with garbage and exiles, 

Many hope that the relocation of the families 
along the railroad tracks will be done well this 
time, especially with Vice President Noli de Cas- 
tro himself at the helm. If not, it would be the 
height of irony that a railway project that is sup- 
posed to connect people and bring about devel- 
‘opment would cause the segregation and 
marginalization of thousands. 


—————— Á— 
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Busy people 


ITis 23 days before Christmas as write. There's a Christmas. 
party on Friday, a friend's wedding on the eighth of the 
month, a despedida party on the eleventh, a nephew's birth- 
day on the twelfth... Huh? No dates? 

‘Okay, so its December! So what? My life will stil be the 
same—same old work that sucks, same people I see every- 
day, same old places I go to every day. My life couldn't be 
more predictable and 
ordinary as it is now. 
Doesnt this jungle 
where 1 play have a 
little surprise for me? 

Iwake up one day 
wondering what the 
day would be like. 1 

ink of the opportu- 
nities that lie ahead. 
Onthestreet, I passa 
man lying on one 
corner of a waiting 
shed. He slept there through the cold night. Who knows if 
he has eaten. I ask myself: What will that man's Christmas 
be like? With all the Christmas lights and festive decora- 
tions all over the place, why is a person his age living alone 
in the street? Where is his family? Is anyone waiting for 
him to come home? Do they know he's out here? Or do 
they care at all? 

As1 get on my way, I notice that it’s a quarter past eight! I 
have to hurry or won't get to the office on time. Itakea cab. 
There's the usual traffic. Vehicles going in different direc- 
tions. People walking, hurrying. They are somewhat like me: 
always in a hurry and not minding small things that could 
make a difference in my life. Busy people. Busy streets, — 

I tell the driver we have reached my office. I look at the 
meter and pay. The guard gives me his usual greeting, “Good 
morning, Ganda!” And I reply, “Good morning po, Manong,” 
and smile. 

‘At the 12th floor lobby, the receptionist greets me, “Good 
morning, Ma'am!" I return the greeting with a smile. 

les a typical morning, I tell myself. But would anyone 

greet me with the same enthusiasm if were not the person 1 
am now? I shrug my shoulders and congratulate myself for 
making iton time. 
* 1go through the lounge and peep into the pantry to check 
if any of my bosses is taking his breakfast or reading the 
morning newspaper go inside our office and proceed to my 
table. 

1 consider myself to be meticulous. І plan my day and do 
things according to schedule. A friend once told me I am 
"OC"—obsessive compulsive, that is. 

I open my PC and check my mail. Some mails 1 would 
rather not read. Others are company memos. One mail is 
from a friend whom I haven't seen for almost a year now. 1 
open the last and read. It turns out that she has broken up 
with her boyfriend of two years. I remember them as a sweet 
couple. 1 was a witness to how their relationship developed 
and grew. And now it has come to an end because of the dis- 
tance separating them. Long-distance relationships are diffi- 
cult to Keep. Its sad that they have to break up, but I can't 
make decisions for them. 1 give my friends the freedom to de- 
cide for themselves without being judgmental. 

write my response, and begin to think of my own experi- 
ence. 1 have given up a three-year relationship in order to 
have my individuality, my freedom. Well, as people say, noth- 
ing lasts forever. Two people meet, get to know each other, 
bond and then decide to separate. Free iridividuals in a free 
society. 

Twent on with my daily routine. I check the documents on 
my tray and sort them out. I process them and forward them 
to the next department. But even before I am done with the 
first batch, another set of documents comes in. My work 
seems endless. Its as if am not accomplishing anything. 

"The phone rings and someone makes known his com- 
plaints or wants to follow up something. Most of them are 
annoying, but a few are nice. Some people can be fair, but 
most seem incapable of being so. I tend to be skeptical, I 
don't give my trust fully. I would feel comfortable if knew 1 
am surrounded by selfless people, but that's impossible. Let's 
just say we interact with people of different personalities, 
‘backgrounds and values. 

1cansaylam an idealist. want to set an example of doing 
what I believe in. But people are free to think and believe 
what is best for them. And most will choose what is most 
convenient for them. 

Tes almost six. My day is coming to an end. As usual, Tam 
left behind, in the silence of the office. When I finally finish 
my work, Isit back on my chair feeling tired. 

1 catch sight of the Christmas tree on the corner. 1 look 
through the office window and see Christmas lights and or- 
naments decorating other buildings. The Christmas season is 
here. Soon chere will be the traditional Misa de Gallo. 

"What is so special with Christmas? I ask myself. December 
25 is the same as the other days of the year. It doesn't make 
any difference. People will still be the same the day after, 
with no sign of transformation. 

Took again at the Christmas tree. Its beautiful, with ай its 
decorations. The lights are delightful to the eyes. They seem 
to tell me that I should be happy, like most other people... 
look around the now empty room. People are out buying 
gifts. The pantry is full of Christmas giveaways, But haven't 
bought any gifts yet. Would I bother? What difference does it 
make? 

My thoughts drift back to the man I saw this morning. Did 
anyone offer him food? Or invite him home on cold nights? 
We are no different from the people who threw out Mary and 
Joseph that night in Bethlehem. We finch at that thought, 
but we do it unconsciously. We are so good at complimenting 
ourselves that we are not like them, but we are. Why should T 
spend a whole day decorating a five-foot Christmas tree 
when I can't spend an hour with my family? Why do 1 spend 
so many hours working overtime to earn some extra money 
instead of finding value in doing other things like strength- 
ening ties with family and friends? Why do 1 have to spend 
long nights alone, sick and depressed when [ can call up my 
mom and everything will be all right? Why do I have to do 
things just because other people do them? Why do 1 com: 
plain about my daily misfortunes instead of being grateful 
that I have work which keeps me financially able? But even. 
what I earn doesn't pay in full for what 1 am missing in my 
life. And Lam missing a lot, 

T guess that is what we are. We value things that may give 
us rewards, We tend to measure success by how much we 
achieve and receive materially rather than find value in what 
is essential. We tend to treat people nicely if we think they 
will help us achieve instead of giving everyone what he de- 
serves or what rightfully belongs to him. If we go back to the. 
origin of Christmas and find its true meaning, we won't 
waste our time doing so much unnecessary stuff. Lave, sim- 
plicity and the spirit of sharing will guide our every action. 
even ifit is not the Christmas season, 

1 pull myself back to reality. 1 hear the city noises in the 
background, Hmmm, this has been another day. 1 clear my 
desk, turn off the light and leave the office. 


Younc BLoop 


Leslie Lim 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Leslie Lim, 23, is a BS Accountancy graduate of The University 
ofthe Assumption. 
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FPy's popularity mirrors 


our people's aspirations 


-THE CONCERNED Artists of the Philip- 
pines joins the fans and supporters of Fer- 
nando Poe Jr. in mourning his death. 

FPJ was not “just a movie actor,” he 
was an actor. He may have only played 
the role of the protector of the weak and 
the oppressed and of the leader who was 
selfless and compassionate. But wanting 
and needing in their real life this kind of 
protector and leader with this kind of 
qualities, people flocked to watch his 
movies. 

PJ, the action king, played characters 
with magical powers, subduing greedy 
‘antagonists who reigned through deceit 
and harassment. In real life, magic is used 
to count ballots; and power is in the 
hands of corrupt politicians and brutal 
landlords, The masses, subdued and dis- 
empowered—physieally and cultural- 
Jy—dreamed of "wish-ko-lang” strength 
to break the chains and strike back. 

FPJ's characters gave them hope that 
someday they'd gain this strength to over- 
power the oppressors. For FPJ's movies 
were woven with plots close to the hearts 
and aspirations of the Filipino masses and 
to the realities in which they live, These 


Our loss, not FPJ's 


THE COLUMN of Rina Jimenez-David 
was insightful and carefully written. 
(PDI, 12/15/04) However, in reference 
to the last portion; the political tragedy 
in our country is not with FPJ but with 
the kind of politics and leaders we have. 
The political experience of "Da King” is 
our loss, not his. He attempted to take up 
the challenge of a job that our so-called 
expers, intellectuals and- politicians 


were stories of the triumph of integrity 
over deceit, the straight over the crooked, 
the weak over the strong. 

‘The number of his fans and supporters 
speaks a lot about the aspirations of our 
people. 

FPJ, the king, is dead. But his stories 
will finally live in reality. As the political 
and economic situation worsens, the 
stage for struggle and liberation will be 
set; the oppressed will triumph over the 
oppressor—this time, without magic, just 
sheer strength in the magnitude of the or- 
ganized masses. 

-JULIEL. PO, 

secretary general, 
Concerned Artists of the Philippines, 
65А 10th Ave., Cubao, Quezon City 


have failed to address for decades. We 
could have been blessed with a president 
who had the political will to say no to big 
interest groups and influence peddlers, 
to genuinely address the demands of the 
underprivileged, and to undertake pro- 
grams based on a sincere concern for our 

people. 
—NORBERTO ELEAZAR MEDINA, 
noel@netserve.ph 


A matter of self-defense 


‘OUR gold, copper, bauxite and other min- 
eral resources are the last frontiers in our 
people's defense of our patrimony. The 
Supreme Court decision last Dec. 1 allow- 
ing foreigners to take out our minerals for 
asong will dry up our rivers, desertify our 
lands and render our homeland uninhab- 
itable. The recent devastation caused by 
unabated logging is peanuts compared ro 
the plunder that will result from mining 
by foreigners. 

Itogon mountain in Benguet was once 
a lush forest. No more. No more indige- 
nous peoples, no more timber, no more 
birds and no more spring water for the. 
rivers. Large-scale miners first tunneled 
the mountain to get its first-class miner- 
als. Then they bulldozed the mountain to 

and third-class minerals. 
Open-pit mining leaves mercury, lead, 
acid and other pollutants that make the 
soil hostile to any living thing. This is 
what will happen to the Philippines. 

Half of the country is mountainous. 
Five decades of large-scale mining will 
wipe out all its mountains. 

Victor Corpus has been named to head 
the reforestation program of the govern- 
‘ment. In the guise of reforestation, he is to 
drive out the New People's Army and Mo- 
ro Islamic Liberation Front from the 
‘mountains so that the military can assist 
the foreign miners in removing our min- 
eral treasures without a fight. 

There is nothing to reforest once the 


mountain has been flattened. No life will 
grow in the poisoned land. We have only to 
look at the lands used by the US military 
bases in Clark and Subic. People and chil- 
dren are still dying long after the US sol- 
diers had left. This is yet another blot on the 
record of the government in dealing with 
foreign plunderers. That our government 
has sold us out to them is difficult to депу 
We have only to look at the tariff-redue- 
tions, tax holidays and other incentives ex- 
tended to foreign investors. Not to mention 
the huge foreign debt it has got us into. 
Now, we are going to pay all of that with 
our last remaining wealth—our natural re- 
source in the bellies of our mountains. 

The promised benefits of large-scale 
mining (e.g., revenues to pay our national 
debt) cannot justify the threat and disas- 
ter it poses, much less the plunder and 
militarization of our countryside. 

What happens when the gold, copper 
and wealth have been exhausted? What 
happens when our mountains have been 
stripped of their wealth? 

Our people fought off foreign and do- 
mestic oppression for many years. Our 
people will fight against the plunder of 
‘our mineral resources with their live 
‘This is a matter of self-defense. The de- 
fense of our lives, patrimony and country 
isthe only moral and natural thing todo. 

—GREGORIO T. FABROS, 
31DaoSt, Mapayapa Village II, 
Capitol Hills, Quezon City 


Why FPJ lives 


IN SYMBOLIC terms, the Filipinos’ ou 

pouring of grief over the sudden demise 
of Fernando Poe Jr. can be interpreted as 
our people's intense longing for a figu- 
rative "hero" who has the power to con- 
quer evil forces in our midst. He is also 
regarded as “king,” a benevolent one 
who ruled with compassion over his 
subjects and followers. This is a reality 
in our society where the majority are 


‘Low-level’ 
justification 


THE USUAL justification given by many 
members of Congress for their pork barrel 
allocation is that “(their) constituents ap- 
preciate the projects (they) are bringing 
home through (their) pork barrel." 

This simplistic argument misses the 
whole point. Of course every litte ЫС оГ 
“help” will be appreciated. But the simple 
fact is, the resources devoted to many of 
these projects—a good number of which 
have little long-term benefits for the com- 
munities—would be better allocated 
where the needs are more severe. 

The pork-barrel system, along with the 
IRA, is a very inefficient mechanism for 
resource allocation in a cash-strapped 
economy such as ours. 

‘The slip-shod arguments given by our 
legislarors to justify their pork reflect 
their very low level of discernment. This 
is the kind of reasoning that I will not ac- 
cept from my Economits 1 students 

—NICETO S. POBLADOR, PO Box 1361 
Baguio City, nickpob@skyinet.net 


TF you have any complaints, grievances or 


the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily 


r suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to 


Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
‘send a fax to Nos, 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 


cate@ inquirercom.ph 
Writers of letters to 
Inquirer, Chino Roces complete address and t 


letter unless such inform 


ie editor are requested to include their. | 
telephone or pager number or e-mail ad- 


dress for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any 


mation is supplied. | 


impoverished and powerless. 

Now that he's gone, our sentiment as a 
people is that of being orphaned. And we 
grieve. 

The aspect of empowerment, how- 

1, will come to us if we, both as in- 
iduals and as a people, start realiz- 
ing that the "hero" archetype is inside. 
each one of us. Everytime we rise up to 
the challenges that confront us and 


choose to heed our higher calling—in 

whatever aspect of our life—we be- 

come heroes and masters of our own 

destiny. Only then will "icorts" like FPJ 

cease to hold power over our con- 
sciousness, 

—GLECY С. CUENCO, 

14 Sarmiento St, 

Better Living Subdivision, 

Parahaque City 


OFW refused to sue on physical injuries 


PLEASE allow us to provide you a 
progress report on the case of Edna Cli- 
maco Macario, the overseas Filipina 
worker who was the subject of your news 
item “Pinay pushed out of window.” (PDI, 
11/28/04) 

In his report to Labor Secretary Patricia 
Sto. Tomas, Labor Attaché to Kuwait 
Leopoldo de Jesus said Macario has been 
transferred to the Al Razi Hospital from 
Mubarak Hospital for further treatment, 

їп an interview facilitated by social 
worker Pilar Francisco, Macario has ex- 
pressed her desire to return to the Philip- 
pines as soon as possible to be reunited 
wich her family. She said that she is will- 
ing to (йе а complaint against her employ- 
er so she can collect her unpaid wages 
dating back to year 2001. 


One with PDI 


IN BEHALF of the members of the Sigma 
Alpha Sorority of the University of the 
Philippines, we would like to congratulate 
the Philippine Daily Inquirer for notching 
another successful and rrailblazing year. 

AL the same time, please accept our 
thanks for the support given by the INoumen 
to the recently held 40th anniversary/ruby 
jubilee of the Sigma Alpha Sorority. Guided 


Our Philippine Overseas Labor Office 
in Kuwait, meanwhile, has summoned 
Macario's deployment agency in Kuwait 
for assistance in the filing of a case 
against her employer for the collection of 
unpaid salaries. However, Macario re- 
fused to file a case against her employer 
for the injuries she sustained as a result of 
her fall. Despite this, her case was re- 
ferred to the ATNU in the Philippine Em- 
Базу for the filing of a criminal complaint 
against her employer, 
JEFFREY D. CORTAZAR, 
assistant secretary, 
Information and Publication Service, 
Department of Labor 
and Employment, 
6/F DOLE Bldg., 
Intramuros, Manila 


by our mono, “Salience in Action,” we are 
‘one wich you in the fight against corruption 
and any form of violence and indignity 

against men and women. 
—NATALIA MINEQUE-MORALES, 
president; ROSALINA DE LA PAZ-MAGAT, 
vice president, Sigma Alpha Sorority 
Alumnae Association, University of the 
Philippines, Diliman, QC 


Dear Readers, Textus your 
comments, suggestions and 
views on today's news or how it 
was delivered. Tell us about the 
news you are interested in and 
the things you want improved 
in your favorite newspaper. 
Text INQUIRER <section key- 
word» name/city/message and 
send to 283 (Smart) oF 2207 
(Globe). The section keywords 
are indicated in the logo of 
each section. 


The sudden death of 
FJP makes me feel that 
life 15... 


FRAGILE! we have 2 make d best 
оѓ. 
—geraldine abello, iloilo city 


The sudden death of FPJ makes me 
feel that tife is short and that 
death comes like a thief in the 
night. 

—nenita г. sarmiento, olongapo 
dy 


the sudden death of FPJ makes me 
feel that life is so short. 


paul ganaban, bacolod а 


beyOnd our cOntrOl, 50 we must 
live a meaningful life & ready 2 
face God at any time & circum- 
stanc 

= dr, jessie albeus, лада city 
Lifeisfllofunceraintiess Ме 8 
only live once. Any good deeds we 
do, We must do it now, for we shall 
never pass this way again! 


—ZAMIL MAGDAMIT, Dasma, 
Cavite 


..Life is short. 
Emmanuel Co, QC 


Life is great and 2 short 4 those 
who are kind-hearted. But too 
long 4 those who are criminals & 
corrupt people. 

—eynthia a. Valdez, la union 


have now. So we must face the 
consequences. 
—Ern Dancel, Urdaneta City 


shortand unpredictable. 
—joseph galang, pampanga 
—marcelo malony mallari, 
caloocan city 


LIFE is full of surprises! Let us en- 


ang buhay 


parang pelikula, 


may cmula at 


uakasrint 


joy ife as if it 
earth. 


Davao 


most oft. 
—joan lamadi 


therefore unk 
choice. Wechosedlifewe this world wit 
tion. 


Fernando 


time, anywhere 
a passing breeze. 
davao 


Life is short. 


that life isso short, so lets make d 


Life is anti-poor.. 


—Raul G. Sarmiento, City of San 


Made me feel that life is "unpre- 
dictable" И can be taken any- 


edwin B. Trinidad, DOSCST, 


—cyhina torre, bacolod city 


uncontrollable 
—gerry tan, manila 


is our last day on 


edwin B. Trinidad, OOSCST, a 
xd x that life is light & light is life. all 

that sall that lives, & ай that in- 

hales & exhales are affected by 


the passing of time. 
rid, calamba 


if ur poor, 
nown, you leave 
hout much atten- 


it made me realize that life is full 
of surprises you won't know 4 how 
long you'll stay n when you'll до, 


,&from anyone! its so unpredictable. 


the sudden death of fpj makes 
7 me feel that life is, like our 15 
seconds of fame, expectedly 


—elmer Guevara, urdaneta city 


sudden death of FPJ makes me 
feel dat life is so short & unpre- 
dictable, but it is meaningful d 
people who know you better. 
Joyce Nabre, Davao City 


—breisa moralde, cogayon de oro 


Reeting. 
— abigail flores, pompanga 


Like kingdom.. 
—DAN CALPITO, pampanga 


life is so short.. 


1 
coz there are many corrupt politi- 
cans out there... 

Laurence De Peralta, Plaridel, 
Bulacan 


incomprehensible. 
hazel tabianan, caloocan 


—steve n. parihas, mopandan, 


pangasinan 


The sudden death of FPJ makes 
me feet that life is EQUAL. No 


the sudden death of FP) makes me 
feel that life is too short for me to 
finish my task on earth. 

—dan ballener, iloilo 


matter what you are or who you 


are. 


—hermie ramos, quezon city 
The sudden death of FPJ makes 


me feel that life is an oxy- 


moron, people are so kind to be 


cruel. 


—MarBenRey Bactol, Quezon 


шу 
full of surprises. 
—maria, laguna 


life is more than just a game. 
—Josephine Fabricas, Q.C. 


The sudden death of FPJ makes 
me feel that life is truly weak as 
vapor, not qurs 2 boast, buta 


sift. 
Gy 


a bituncertai 
—jethro, tacloban 


ife is too short so make the 


most out of it. 


—Antonio Taguinod, Antipolo 


the sudden death of fpj makes me 
feel that life is unpredictable and 


—abigail turingan, quezon city 


The sudden death of FPJ makes me 
feel that life is cruel and unfair 


Life is fleeting. Make the most of 
it. Always give the best. Enjoy ev- 
ery mOment of it. 

—dennis estologa, bacoor, cavite 


so short. 
— LUCENA MATIAS, quezon city 


the sudden death of FPJ makes 
me feel that life is a gift from 
God and no one knows when it 
willend. 

—ernie sentina, koronadal city 


Life is not ours and & "Фа 

'—оЁ heaven—who lent it to 
us will eventually take it back. 
-Rolly Jude Ortega, Koronadal 
шу 


The sudden death of FPJ makes 
me feel that life is like a movie 
that has to end. No matter 
what, No matter who, No matter 
when, 

—May P. Velayo, Quezon City 


Life is 2 be lived 4 d good of fel- 
lowmen, and d betterment of 
country, in ways pleasing 2 d 
Creator. 

—Raymundo B. Mendoza Jr., Los 
Baños 
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Tribe prefers farm tools over relief goods 
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GIFT-GIVING 


Happy are those who devote time and effort to helping those in need and it shows in 
these nuns who help pack basic goods for distribution to victims of Typhoons “Winnie” 
and “Yoyong” in Quezon and Aurora provinces, 


yornsonnoc 


Cebu fashion designer shot, 
wounded in traffic robbery 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CiTY—Cebu’s acclaimed fashion design- 
er became the latest robbery victim in the city. 

Three men in a motorcycle robbed and shot 
Jed Sevilla past midnight on Sunday at an in- 
tersection in Barangay Calamba in this city. 

Sevilla suffered gunshot wounds in the head, 
right shoulder, right leg and hip. He was the 
fourth victim of motorcycle-riding robbers in a 
week, Local newspapers said 678 robberies 
were reported in Cebu City as of November. 

Supt, Paul Labra, chief of the Cebu City Po- 
lice Office-Criminal Intelligence and Investi- 
gation Bureau, said the robbers did not be- 
longto one group. 

He said while the modus operandi was the 
same, there were different suspects based on 
descriptions given by witnesses. 

He said he ordered police precincts to man 
checkpoints and improve intelligence gather- 
ing. 

Sevilla, 41, was driving his white Nissan 
Frontier pick-up with his social secretary lan 
Catalan, 18, when he stopped for a red light 
on V Rama Avenue and B. Rodriguez Street. 

Не came from the Basilica del Santo Niño, 


which he was decorating for the holidays on 
request of the basilica rector. 

‘While waiting for the green light, a motorcy- 
cle stopped beside his vehicle. One of the three 
men on board knocked on the windshield and 
shot him in the head, right shoulder and hip. 

Catalan, who was at the passenger’ seat, got 
cout while Sevilla crawled outof his pick-up. 

When the robbers saw Sevilla crawling 
near а street gutter, one of them again shot 
him inthe rightleg 

Irish Castillo, Sevilla's spokesperson, said 
the designer pretended to be dead. 

‘The robbers then took his P2,500, a 6230 
cellular phone and other valuables. They then 
went back to their motorcycle and fled to- 
ward B. Rodriguez Street. 

Castillo said that for 10 minutes, nobody 
came forward to help the bloodied Sevilla. Taxi 
cabs refused to bring him to the hospital. Not 
even one policeman came to the crime scene. 

BurLouie Tan, who was driving by, brought 
Sevilla to the hospital without asking any 
questions. 

Sevilla said he was still conscious and 


is a good Samaritan,” Sevi 
interview. 


Power firm defends plant site 


CEBU CITY— Mirant Phils. Corp. said the site 
of their diesel-fed 5 megawatt power plant in 
New Washington, Aklan has already been de- 
clared an industrial zone by the municipal 
government. 

Greggy Romualdez, public affairs manager 
of Mirant, said they would address the “legiti- 
mate concerns" raised by the Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR) in Aklan. 

"We would like to give the assurance that 
weare looking into this matter, We will secure 
any additional permits and clearances that 
may be required,” he said in a statement е- 
mailed to the ingume. 

Romualdez was reacting to the cease and 
desist order issued by DAR Aklan on Thurs- 
day, directing Mirant to stop the construction 
of its power plant on a 2.8 hectare orchard 
farm in Barangay Mabilo, New Washington 
town. 

Daniel Martelino, provincial agrarian re- 
form officer Il, who signed the order, told the 


firm to comply with the order or else the DAR 
would be compelled to file charges of violating 
the provisions of the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Law on the "premature conversion" of 
agricultural lands into industrial estates. 

The DAR maintained that Mirant began 
building the power plant in June without se- 
curing first a certificate of conversion from 
DAR as required by the law. 

The DAR also found questionable the land 
transfer transaction between former owner 
Chelma Reyes and the Toledo Holdings, as the 
property was registered with the Registry of 
Deeds even without clearance from DAR as 
mandated by a DAR administrative order. 

Romualdez said they had not yet received a 
copy of the order. 

But he suid when Mirant acquired the prop- 
епу, the office of the zoning administrator of 
New Washington made it clear that the prop- 
erty had been classified as industrial zone. 

Connie Fernandes, PDI Visayas Bureau 


INFANTA, Quezon—Leaders of a tribe that lost 200 members to 
floods and landslides are appealing to charity workers not to 
drown them in relief goods, but give them farm tools and animals 


instead. 


Remedios Marquez, head of the 
Dumagat group Adhikain ng mga 
Grupong Taong Katutubong Nag- 
tatanggol sa Lupaing Ninuno (Ag- 
ta), said the Dumagats are not used 
to depending on doles and relief. 


goods. 


"We fully appreciate the good in- 
tentions behind the relief goods . 

but we could not depend on dole outs 
for long. We are not used to it," Mar- 
quez said in an interview at the Tribal 
Center for Development Building 


here. 


At least 30 Aga families sought 
shelter in the three-story building be- 
enous Peoples’ 
‘Apostolate of the Prelature of Infan- 


ing run by the In 


[3 


Marquez said what the tribe needs 
are farm tools and animals to help 
them resurrect their devastated 


land. 


“Our tribes are tillers of the soil. 
Ош lives depend on how we nurture 


the mountain,” she said. 


Nida Azcaraga, a Dumagat leader 
from the Samahan ng mga Katutubo 
na Binabaka ang Suliranin Tungo sa 
Adhikain (Sakabinsa), a militant 
group of indigenous people from 
the Sierra Madre, said they prefer 
help in regaining their indepen- 


dence. 


"Give us farm tools, seeds and ani- 
mals and we will once more till our 
agricultural farms in Sierra Madre, 
They are not big but their produce is 
enough to sustain a dignified exis- 
tence," she said. 

Azcaraga said they started building 
houses from the materials that they 
could gather from the mountain and 
flood. 

"We can not stay forever inside an 
evacuation center," she said. 

Rep. Rafael Nantes (Quezon, 1st 
District said farm tools are already 
part of the assistance package that he 
had secured from the national gov- 
ernment. 

“Once the roads and bridges 
have become passable again, it's 
not only relief goods that will ar- 
rive in northern Quezon but also 
the much-needed farm assistance,” 
he told the Inquirer in a mobile 
phone interview. 

"Our priority is to make the road- 
system passable again for the speedy 
delivery of government assistance,” 
he said 

Ramsey Estuveza, an Agta youth 
tribal leader, urged the govern- 
ment to also provide alternative 
livelihood for those involved in the 
so-called "carabao logging" activi- 
ties. 


He said most of the illegal log- 
gers, some of them Agta natives, 
were just forced to participate in the 
illegal trade to survive extreme 
poverty. 

Mayor Hernando Avellanada of 
General Nakar town sald 40 percent 
of his constituents relied on illegal 
logging for livelihood, 

The municipality, 95 percent of 
which lies at the center of the Sierra 
Madre, has an estimated population 
of 25,000, including at least 3,000 
Dumegats. 

Estuveza blamed government poli- 
cies on forest protection as the culprit 
in the tragedy that killed more than 
1,000 people and sent nearly 1,000 
others missing. 

"We have since spoken and 
protested .... the evils of continuous 
destruction of Sierra Madre by legal 
and illegal loggers but the govern- 
ment did not listen to us. We hope 
that this time, they would now lis- 
ten," he said. 

Meanwhile, soldiers that trekked 
the calamity-stricken areas on foot to 
bring relief goods after the typhoon 
were now complaining of wom-out 
combat boots, 

"The soldiers were requesting 
that they be given new pairs of 
boots as Christmas gifts , . . Several 
days of walking in thick mud and 
water had destroyed their shoes,” 
said Maj. Jose Broso. Delfin Mal- 
lari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
reau 


Iwahig jail chief sacked for tree-cutting 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—Supt. 
Catalino Malinao of the Iwahig Prison 
and Penal Farm has been relieved as 
its warden, according to Palawan 
provincial information officer Rolan- 


do Bonoan Jr. 


Bonoan said Malinao's relief was 
confirmed by some of the prison's em- 


ployees. 


Malinao was scheduled to leave for 


Manila today. 


His relief came after police caught 
some Iwahig prison inmates while in 


the act of cutting old-growth acacia 
trees inside a civil reservation area in 


Barangay Iwahig on Dec. 


14. 


STUMPS of acacia trees that were 
cutat the Iwahig Penal Colony. 
CONTRUTEDPHOTO 


The inmates allegedly acted upon 


the order of some top prison officials. 
They had been operating for two 

days when police caught them. 
Mayor Edward Hagedorn said the 

area is reserved for people who do 


not have land. 
qe mme 
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Employees of the penal farm and 
inmates who have served their sen- 
tences are given preference to stay in 
theland. 

Based on Presidential Decree 718, 
the 916-hectare was declared as a re- 
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settlement area. 

‘An inter-agency committee was 
formed to identify beneficiaries of the 
land and one of the provisions of the 
PD was not to alter anything in the 
area. 

Acting on a tip given by a con- 
cerned resident, members of the city’s 
anti-squatting unit went to the area 
and found a group of inmates cutting 
the trees, 

They did not only cut the trees, ac- 
cording to anti-squatting head Rene 
Gavilaga, but also uprooted them us- 
inglong bars. 

The acacia trees’ diameters were 
equivalent to the length of two arms. 

Gavilaga said they had inventoried 
at least 15,000 board feet of assorted 
trees, including acacia, but the area 
that was cleared could be around two 
hectares. Jofelle Tesorio, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 
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Fire destroys DA, DILG 
offices in Tacloban City 


By Joey A. Gabieta 


three belonging to the DA and one 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


to the DILG—all in the same com- 
pound along Patemo Extension, 
“These buildings were made of wood 
and were built about 30 years ago. 
Leo Caheda, DA regional execu- 


TACLOBAN CÍTY-—Fire of still un- 
known origin gutted the regional of- 
fices ofthe Departments of Agricul- 
ture and of Interior and Local Gov- 
emment based here early yesterday 

Although no one was reported 
hurt, the fire destroyed about 
P130 million worth of property, 
including modern facilities donat- 
ed by the Australian government 
for che DILG emergency centers. 

I destoyed four buildings— 


DILG regional director said the fire 
would hinder their operations, 

Cafieda said one-third of the 
agency's workforce, or about 120 
personnel, would have to work 
temporarily at the Soil Laboratory 
and Quarantine office, an attached 
agency a kilometer away from the 
DA regional office. 

‘The rest of the em- 
ployees would have 
to hold office at the 
Eastern Visayas Inte- 
grated Research Unit 
office in Babatngon 
town, about 40 km 
west of this city. 

"This is really dev- 
astating but what is 
important is we re- 
store the sense of nor- 
тасу” said Сайейа. 

Paler said he and 70 
personnel would move 
to the DILG provincial 
office, about 20 meters 
from the burned .re- 
gional office. 

He said repairs 
would cost atleast P3 
million. 
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Pasko sa taghirap, 
à dapat pa bang 
magpasarap? 


“canman gling tau sminting erapang lora dp 
nin manbet nav tpes d pa tau mogposrap kht 

papaano" Bureau of Fire regional 

Ruben Reyes, Bacolod City arson investigator, said 

| the fire broke out at 

"apatingiminsaning nin queniainangkaarawan | the DA planning and 
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Restituto O. Corrales, Cabuyao, Laguna — | about 1:20am. 
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PANAWAGAN SA SANDIGANBAYAN 
Desisyunan na ang Coco Levy 


Ke" ang mga maliliit na magniniyog, manggagawa angkinin ni Danding Cojuangco ang mga SMC shares © 
а niyugan, mga samahan at kooperatiba ng mga па nakuha sa pamamagitan ng coco levy. Batay sa mga 
magniniyog at mga non-government organizations na desisyong ito, wala nang dahilan upang mapahaba pa 
nakikibaka sa pagbawi ng coconut levy, ay mariing апо deliberasyon hinggil sa mga iba pang ari-ariang 
nananawagan sa Sandiganbayan na kagyat nang nakuha sa pamamagitan ng coco levy. 
maglabas ng pinal na desisyon sa nakabinbing Civil Case 
0033-F:b. кыы Labingwalong taon nang inaantabayanan ng 

^ A mga maliliit na magniniyog ang pagpataw ng ` 
Ang kasong 0033-F:b ay hinggil sa /* 277 hustisya. At may kautusan pa nga mula sa 
dalawampung porsyentong (2096) bahagi ng — (j^ : Korte Suprema na dapat madaliin ng 
San Miguel Corporation (SMC) na nakuha sa | Z Sandiganbayan under pain of contempt ang 
pamamagitan ng coconut levy funds. rx NG pagpapasya sa mga kaso. Pero bakit * 
Magpahanggang ngayo'y inaangkin ni Eduardo JA NAB tumatagal ang paglalabas ng pasya sa mga 
“Danding” Cojuangco ang mga SMC shares of EMI kaso ukol sa coco /evy? Kung matatagalan pa 
stock na ito. ang paglalabas ng pasya ay magpapatuloy 


lamang ang panlilinlang sa mga maliit na magniniyog 
Malinaw sa desisyon ng Korte Suprema noong ika-14 kapalit ang pakinabang para sa iilan. 


ng Disyembre 2001 na ang pondong coconut levy ay 
pampublikong pondo. Higit itong pinagtibay noong ika- Muli, hinihiling namin ang agarang desisyon ng 
11 ng Hulyo 2003 nang maglabas ang Sandiganbayan Sandiganbayan hinggil sa kaso kaugnay ng 20% SMC 
ng desisyon ukol sa tunay na nagmamay-ari ng United shares upang makatulong ito sa pagtugon sa matinding 
Coconut Planters Bank. At nitong ika-7 ng Mayo 2004, kahirapang dinaranas ng mga maliliit na magniniyog 
malinaw na idineklara ng Sandiganbayan na ang sa kanayunan at mapasimulan ang tunay na 
dalawampu't pitong porsyento (27%) bahagi ng SMC programang pangkaunlaran para sa industriya ng niyog. 
(sa kasong 0033-F:a), kasama ang mga CIIF Oil Mills, Dapat ding aksyunan na ng Korte ang inihapag na 
14 Holding Companies, at mga kita at dibidendo ng motion for reconsideration sa kaso ng 27% SMC shares 
mga kompanyang ito, ay pag-aari (held ‘in trust) ng at ng UCPB. 
Republika ng Pilipinas para sa kapakinabangan ng mga 
maliliit na magniniyog. Umaasa kami na ang pasya ng Dugo at pawis ng mga maliliit na magniniyog ang 
Sandiganbayan sa Civil Case 0033-F:b ay magiging mistulang ikinaltas sa ibinenta nilang kopra, at ito'y 
katulad din ng mga naunang pasya dito. pinakikinabangan ng iilan magpahanggang ngayon. 
Nararapat lang na ang hustisya'y kanilang makamtan. 


[e 


Nagagalak kami sa mga naunang desisyon ng mga Korte 
sapagkat pinapatunayan ng mga ito na hindi tamang 


Wigberto E. Tafiada, Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement (PRRM) • Oscar "Ka Oca" F. Santos, Coconut Industry Reform Movement (COIR) • Joey T. 
Faustino, Coconut Industry Reform Movement (COIR) * Vicente Fabe, Pambansang Kilusan ng mga Samahang Magsasaka (PAKISAMA) * Romeo C. 
Royandoyan, Philippine Peasant Institute (PPI) « Leonardo Q. Montemayor, Federation of Free Farmers (FFF) * Former Administrator Danilo Coronacion, 
Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) • Ernesto O. Ordoñez, AgriWatch • National Organizations + Makabayang Alyansa ng mga Magbubukid ng Pilipinas 
(MAKABAYAN-Pilipinas) e Nagkakaisang Ugnayan ng mga Magsasaka at Manggagawa sa Niyugan (NIUGAN) National Rural Women Congress “ Pambansang 
Katipunan ng mga Samahan sa Kanayunan (PKSK) * Kalayaan Philippine Revival Foundation, Inc. (KALAYAAN) e Center for Agrarian Reform, Empower- 
ment & Transformation (CARET) • Calipayan Research & Development Foundation (CARED Foundation) • Provincial Organizations • Kababaihan ng 
Aurora Lingkod at Kaisa ng Tao (KABALIKAT) • NAMNAMA “ Mabato Kalabuso Samahang Magsasaka (MAKASAMA) • UGNAYAN • Katipunan ng mga 
Samahang Magsasaka (KASAMA) • Ugnayan ng Magsasaka sa Quezon (UGMA) • Kapulungan Para sa Ikasusulong ng mga Sandigang Magbubukid sa 
Mindoro Oriental (KAISA-MO) • Fatima Multi-Purpose Cooperative Inc.« SCFO-Camarines Sur • Matalingkas na Agraryong Grupong Sararo para sa Kauswagan 
kan Camarines Sur (MAGSAKA-CA) * Fishermen's Unity in the Entire Ragay Gulf Shoreline Association (FUERSA) e BINHI « Developers Foundation, Inc. • 
Pederasyon ng mga Mamamayang Nagkakaisa sa Aklan (PAMANA) e Tabon Farmers Association e Provincial Cooperative of Small Coconut Farmers of 
Siquijor (PROCOCO) • Bol-anon League of Coconut Farmers Multi-Purpose Cooperative • Small Coconut Farmers Organizations (SCFO) - Siquijor • Calape 
Copra Marketing & MPC • Ubay Small Coconut Farmers Association « Association of Small Coconut Farmer-Jagna • Bohol Integrated Farming Association 
(BIFA) • Lamintak Farmers Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries (LANFABA) • NAMMPRA • League of Small Coconut Farmers-Cebu • San Francisco Smali Coconut 
Farmers Federation of Associations • Sibonga Federation of Farmers Organizations (SIFFO) • Visayas Management and Consultancy (VIMCON) • Alterna- 
tives of Citizens and Community Organizations Thru Resource Development Inc. (ACCORD) * Paghiliusa sa Magagmay Nga Manoglubi (PMM) « Pambansang 
Katipunan ng Makabayang Magsasaka (PKMM) - Negros Occidental e Domolog Tagaytay Multi-Purpose Cooperative (DOTAMCO) • Bais City SCFO Federa- 
tion San Miguel Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries Multi-Purpose Cooperative (SMARBEMPUCO) • Orient Marketing Cooperative (ORMACO) * Ulay Small 
Farmers MPC (ULASFARMPUCO) • Negros del Norte Agricultural Workers and Community MPC • Negros Oriental Coconut Farmers MPC * Zamboanguita 
SCFO Federation ° Coconut Farmers Multi-Purpose Coop of Southern Leyte (COFASL) * CASAMA Multipurpose Cooperative * Cadarohan Small Coconut 
Farmers Multipurpose Cooperative • Jabay Small Coconut Farmers Cooperative • Agro Reporma • Association of Concerned Individuals for Development « 
People's-MEND • Konpederasyon Han mga Organisado Paraglubihan Samar (KOPRAS) • Tandaya Foundation, Inc. • Alyansa ng mga Maglulubi sa Mindanaw 
(AM-Mindanaw) * Mindanaw Rural Congress (MRC) * Davao Matabog Integrated Enterprises Development Coop (MIEDECO) • Monkayo Kristohanong 
Pagtinabangay sa Mag-uuma sa Davao (KPMD) * Small Coconut Farmers Organization (SCFO) Federation - Davao City - TODECO e Davao Resources 
Development Coop » Kalagan MPC (KAMUPCO) * YAMADO “ Balay Dabaw del Sur, Inc.” Dabaw del Sur MASIPAG Farmers Ass'n • Agusan Resttlement Р.О. 
Federation (ARPOFED) • PAGTUKUSAN, INC. • Karaga Biodiversity Linkages, Inc. (KARAGA) • HUNGOS • Surigao del Sur Federation of Agricultural 
Cooperative (SUFAC) • Shalom Multi-Purpose Cooperative « A and M MPC • DABECMUCO • Don Ruben Ecleo Farmers Coop • MAFVEMCO * PPC e San Isidro 
Farmers Coop • Western Coconut Marketing Coop (WESCROMACO) * Southern Mindanao Federation of Agricultural Coops Inc. (SMFACI) • Association of 
Coconut Farmers in Zamboanga del Sur (ACOFAZS) * Kaugpungan Gagmay Mag-uuma sa Kagawasan (KGMP) e Moro Farmers Association in Zamboanga 
del Sur (MOFAZS) « Kalibugan Council of Elders • Phedsalabuhan Guhum Subanen de Sibugay • Zamboanga Sibugay Alliance of Small Coconut Farmers 
Ass'n * Iranon Coconut Farmers MPC « Kapatagan Women MPC • Samahan ng Aktibong Komunidad ng Igabay (SAKSI) • Panaghiusa Sa Lalawigang Mag- 
ишта sa Bukinon (PALAMBU) * Bagong Clarin Women's Association • Bag-ong Silang Farmers Association * Baluc Farmers Association (BAFASO) * 
Barangay Trigos Farmers Association (BTFA) * Bernard Farmers Association (BFA) * Buenavista MPC (BUEMPCO) Bunga Sustainable Development 
Organization (BSDO) • Burgos Lopez Jaena Farmers Association • Carmen Farmers Ass'n (CaFA) « Don Andres Soriano Farmers Ass'n • Gandawan Planters 
Farmers Ass'n • Guingona Farmers Ass'n • Hoyohoy For Ecological Restoration (HERO) • Капао-Капао Small Farmers Ass'n • Kapunungan sa mga Mag- 
uuma sa Sinampungan (KAMAS) • Kimat Biodiversity Farmers Ass'n (KIBFA)  Lalud Bigay Buhay MPC • Lampasan Farmers Ass'n * Mamalad MPC • 
Mansawan Planters Ass'n « Mapurog Small Farmers MPC (MaSFaMCO) • Matugas Alto CARPBA • Matugnao Farmers Ass'n • Mialen Sustainable Develop- 
ment Organization • Montol Indigenous Farmers Ass'n (MIFA) • Owayan Farmers Ass'n * Paiton MPC • Peniel Farmers Ass'n « Petianan Farmers Ass'n * 
Salimpuno Ass'n of Farmers for Environment (SAFE) • San Antonio Farmers Ass'n • SEA Kanluran Ass'n * Sebasi Farmers Ass'n * Siloy Farmers Cooperative 
* Singalat Agrarian Reform Beneficiary Ass'n * Stimson Abordo MPC (SAMPCO) • Toliyok Farmers Ass'n « Tuno Rural Improvement Club • Misamis 
Occidental Maglulubi MPC (MOMCO) * Larangan Coco Farmers Ass'n (LACOFA) • Misom Coconut Farmers Ass'n « Mamalo Descendants Organization • 
MIRAD Royal Iranon MPC e Teduray and Lambangian Womens Organization (TLWO)  Teduray and Lambanglan Youth & Students Organization (TLYSA) 
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Royal burial rites for FPJ 


From page Al 


be shown. The casket of Fernando 
Poe Jr. will be carried by a caisson 
drawn by two horses," he said. 

“Ms Susan Roces and Mary 
Grace shall follow (in) a kalesa,” 
he added. 

Asked if the fumeral march 
would be grandiose, Poe's 
younger brother said it would be- 
fita man like FPJ. 

“No, it is not going to be that 
grandiose. It is what we think re- 
ally fts him: Simple, solemn and 
full of heart," Conrad said. 

Some 30 ites before the 
march, Poe's coffin will be moved 
out of the Sto. Domingo Church. 


Closed to viewing 

Conrad said that because of a 
wedding scheduled for 9 am. 
the church management had 
asked the Poe family to vacate the 
area around 5 a.m. 

Viewing of Poe's remains shall 
be closed to the public at 8 p.m. 
today. This is to give family and 
friends some time to be alone 
with the late actor, Conrad said, 
asking for understanding. 

Tonight, Poe's maroon casket 
will be moved from the St. Mar- 
tin’s Chapel of the church to the 
Sto. Domingo main altar. At 9 
p.m., a necrological service will 
be held, organized by Poe's close 
friends in the movie industry. 

Deposed President Joseph 
Estrada, who has been given a 
24-hour pass by the Sandigan- 
bayan so he can be at his friend's 
wake, will deliver a eulogy, ac- 
cording to the plan drawn up by 
organizers. 


Family trac 

‘The plan is to bury Da King be- 
fore noon, as dictated by a family 
tradition, 

Conrad urged those who 
would come to the funeral march 
to wear a blue arm band ora blue 
ribbon. 

"Those who cannot join the 
march but still wish to show their 
sympathy, we ask them to light 


candles and wear or display blue 
arm bands, ribbons or banners on 
that day,” he said. 

During the march, Conrad said 
members of the United Opposi- 
tion plan to wear black arm bands 
saying, “Ako'y Pilipino.” 


Ping won't be there 
Volunteer groups which worked 
during Poe's campaign will also be 
around. Members of other political 
parties have signified their inten- 


tion to join the march as well, ac- 
cording to Conrad. 

“These reflect on FPJs achieve- 
ment in unifying the Filipino people 
toward meaningful reform,” he said. 

But one opposition senator will 
not be there. Sen. Panfilo "Ping" 
Lacson, a rival of Poe in the May 
presidential election, flew to the 
United States last night and is 
likely to spend Christmas there. 

This is the order of the march: 

e Traffic marshals shall be 


Chavit slams GMA on Erap travel 


From page Al 

Estrada is set to leave on Dec. 
23, but the Sandiganbayan has 
yet to approve the date. 

Singson said Eswada's plan to 
undergo a knee replacement opera- 
Чоп was just for show. "Finish the 
case first. If Estrada is innocent, free. 
him; if guilty, pardon him. But we 
should пос ег him escape,” he said. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Nor- 
berto Gonzales denied Singson's 
accusation. 

“Tdon't know his basis for mak- 
ing hasty decisions because if he 
thinks we are making a deal with 
President Erap (by letting him) 
go to Hong Kong, 1 don't think 
thatis true,” Gonzales said. 

“The decision whether or not 
to allow him to go to Hong Kong 
маз made by the court and what 
did was only to arrange (the re- 
quirements) and make sure that 
the wishes of the court are fol- 
lowed,” Gonzales told reporters. 


Gonzales-Estrada meet 

Gonzales said he spoke to 
Estrada to personally arrange the 
“technical requirements” of the 
former President's trip to Hong 
Kong. But he said Malacafiang 
had nothing to do with the deci- 
sion allowing Estrada to leave the 
country for medical reasons. 

Environment Secretary Michael 
Defensor, who had been Ms Ar- 
royo's personal emissary to Estra- 
da, said he would help “clarify the 
issues” by talking to Singson. 

“Tm sure this is just a misun- 
derstanding. I think these issues 
canbe clarified,” Defensor said. 

Singson voiced suspicions that 
Malacafiang was behind efforts to 
“facilitate” Estrada's escape to Hong 
Коп or China, which has no extra- 
dition treaty with the Philippines. 

“We've been supporting Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. We en- 
dured graft and corruption in 
government, We defend her from 


all the attacks, but there's а limit 
to everything. Its too much when 
they facilitate the trip of the for- 
mer President,” he said. 

“We are reruming to the old 
ways,” hesaid, referring to the prac- 
tices of the Estrada administration. 
. The practice then of “You scratch 
my back and ГЇ scratch yours” is 
back, according to Singson. 


Draw the line 

In a statement, private prose- 
cutors said they believed that 
Estrada would not return and 
would just use the trip to “under- 
mine the judicial process." 

“There can never be a strong re- 
public where there is compromise 
without principles, or peace without 
justice. As a people, where do we re- 
ally stand?" they said, waming that 
Edsa Il was about "drawing the line 
‘against graftand corruption.” 

"To draw the line, the people had 
twice taken co the streets. Are they 
being challenged to do it again?” 
said private prosecutors Arno and 
Pablito Sanidad, Ricardo Nepomu- 


Grieving ЕР] fans pour 


From page Al 


shifted to chis," he said, 

Liwanag said the sheets—filled 
with hear-warming messages 
which ran to a few hun- 
dred—would be turned over to 
Poe's family after the wake. 


Short and sweet 

Most messages were short and 
sweet: “FPJ, we love you and we 
will terribly miss you.” 


Or Jong and illustrious: “FPJ, 
же will not forget you. Even if 
you have already departed, you 
will remain in our hearts.” 

Or filled with drama: "They 
may have stolen your seat, but 
they can never take your crown. 
You сапу it with you to the 
grave” 

Some fans wrote slowly, as if 
they were weighing their words, 
Others couldn't help but weep, al- 
beit silently, as they wrote their 


ceno Jr, Anthony Peraka, Leonard 
S. de Vera and Marichu Lambino. 

‘Amo V Sanidad said the Office of 
the Ombudsman was set to ask the 
‘Supreme Court yesterday afternoon 
to issue a temporary restraining or- 
der stopping Estrada from leaving. 

‘Singson interjected, saying 
that like in the days before Edsa 
1I, they took the Estrada impeach- 
ment issue to the high tribunal, 
but when they failed to get justice 
there, they brought the issue di- 
rectly to the people. 


Change ways 

Asked whether he was ready to 
expose graft in the administration, 
Singson said he might do it in his 
next meeting with the press. 

"We are still supporting the 
President if she changes her ways 
now. If nor, 1 will follow what the 
people says,” Singson said. "I hope 
the President will think twice." 

Although he is for "reconcilia- 
tion,” it does not mean that the 
administration must give in to all 
the demands of Estrada, accord- 


posted up front, followed by Poe's 
mural, and a media truck. 

They shall be followed by 
Poe's hearse. 

* Susan Roces and Mary 
Grace shall come next on board а 
carriage. They shall be followed 
by a back-up vehicle. 

* Next to Roces and her 
daughter shall be Poe's relatives, 
followed by the Batang Pasig (the 
organization of people who had 
worked with Poe in his films), 


to HK 


ing to Singson. He said it must al- 
so enforce the laws. 

"Madame President, you cannot 
please everybody You must enforce. 
the law to show that we have a 
strong republic. We cannot give into 
everybody." he said, adding that the 
Estrada case is a “showcase” for the 
government's fight against graft. 

‘Should he break away from the 
administration, it would be “dif- 
ferent from the “personal” fight 
for his life when Estrada report- 
ediy ordered him killed. 

“But this one, I will break tes with 
President Arroyo because of the Fil- 
ipino people. We are now fooling the 
Filipino people," he said. 


Not accurate 

Gonzales said it was “not totally 
accurate" that Malacaang facili- 
tated Estrada's trip to Hong Kong 

He noted that Estrada peti- 
tioned the court to be allowed to 
undergo knee surgery abroad. 

“Now, his going to Hong Kong 
does not mean he can just board a 
plane and go to the hospital. The 
Sandiganbayan has requirements 
for his trip—how he will leave, 
how many policemen will join 
him, how long will he stay 
there—things like that. 1 hap- 
pened to be the one instructed to 
amend to the technical require- 
ments of President Erap's trip to 
Hong Kong,” he said. 

Gonzales said his job required 
paying a personal visit to Estrada. 
*1did not talk to the Erap camp to 
negotiate. 1 personally called 
(him) to know the technical re- 
quirements of is trip." 

The Palace official refused to 
say who instructed him to make 
the arrangements, "It’s my job, 1 
do things like this. 1 don't have to 
be ordered to do this,” he said. 

He said he could not do anything 
гош Singson if he decided to aban- 
don Ms Arroyo. "Ijust hope thatif he. 
wants to make a decision like thet, 


people from the movie industry, 
UNO members, volunteer groups, 
and finally, the mass organiza- 
tions allied with Poe. 


Pall bearers 

‘Two sets of eight pall bearers will 
cany FPJs bier to the flower-decked, 
horse-drawn hearse, the first set 
composed of friends from outside 
the movie industry and the second of 
friends from his “show biz family" 

Even as Poe's widow called for 


а solemn, politics-free burial for 
the actor, around 100,000 mem- 
bers of Christian groups in the - 
country will gather for the burial 
march tomorrow. э 

The Jesus is Lord Churches 
Worldwide—whose founder Bro 
Eddie Villanueva ran for president! 
in the last elections—the Phil 
pines for Jesus Movement and the 
Bangon Pilipinas National Renew- 
al Movement plan to mobilizes? 
their supporters to join the march, 

‘The 100,000 JIL, PJM and Ban- 
gon supporters will be wearing 
yellow shirts, without any politi 
cal label, and black arm bands. 

Villanueva said the mobiliza- 
tion would not be political but* 
evangelical in nature, 

He said the Christian groups 
had dubbed their participation in 
the burial march as “Operation v 
Salvation,” an opportunity to 
share the love of Christ with Poe's. 
family and followers. 

“The thrust of the march is to 
share the gospel of salvation of 
Christ, inspiring the people not: 
only to pray for the family of FPJ 
but to continue in the footsteps of 
FPJ by helping the poor and fight- « 
ing injustice,” Villanueva said in a $ 
phone interview yesterday. — 
Intentions clean sg 

"Its irrelevant to us if they see it + 
as political or not. We don't please у. 
theeyesofmen,"headded. — '* 

Villanueva said he did not care 
what people would think of his, 
Christian supporters’ presence in + 
Poe's burial because their inten- 
tions were clean. z 

“This is to show our support for" 
the family of FPJ and the multi- 
tudes of followers who have shared 
our common aspirations for the’ 
liberation of our nation from the, 
bondages of poverty injustice, vios 
lence and corruption," he said. 

“Ksa religious gathering,” Ban- 
gon deputy director general Dong 
Cucio said. "It will be peaceful and 
solemn, we will just let the emo- 
tions of the people run.” With ге: 
ports from Edson Tandoc, 
Blanche Rivera and Fe Zamora. 


ЕР] relatives, supporters 
welcome Chavit 


By Armand N. Nocum 


ILOCOS Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” 
Singson, who is threatening to 
withdraw support from Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, was 
welcomed by relatives and sup- 
porters of Fernando Poe Jr. when 
he attended the actors wake be- 
fore dawm on Friday. 

But Singson was quick to de- 
пу yesterday that he was set to 
join the pro-Poe groups that аге 
reportedly hatching plans to 
destabilize the administration. 

He said he visited Poe's wake. 
because he was acquainted 
with the actor for about 40 
years. 

Asked why he was not 
Jynched by groups angry at the. 
administration for allegedly 
cheating Poe in the May presi 
dential election, Singson said: 
“They know I have no quarrel 
with Ronnie (Poe).” 

Hesaid the people lining up to 
view Poe's body at the Sto. 
Domingo Church were extending 
their hands to shake his and were 
shouting “Idol! Idol!” 

During his 1:30 a.m. visit, the 
govemor said he was met by Con- 
тай Poe and other close relatives 


he should not use meas an excuse.” 


Insult 

He told Singson not ro "insule" 
the Sandiganbayan by saying it 
was conniving with Malacahang 
to get Estrada off the hook. 

Gonzales said — Singson's 
charges of widespread corruption 
were not true. 

"We cannot deny the problem 
of graft and corruption. This has 
been the biggest problem ofall ad- 
ministrations. But what | can say 
is this administration of the Presi- 
dent isthe most serious in fighting 


hearts out in writings on boards 


condolences to Susan Roces. Oth- 
ers just came to read, nodding 
their heads and wiping a tear. 

There were messages from 
people who came from as far 
away as Catbalogan, Samar, and 
Bacolod City in Negros Occiden- 
tal. 

"FRI, the residents of Cabane 
uan City Jove you very much, 
wrote Nora Tolentino, 

"We admire your principles, 
kindness and generosity, your 


sense of honor, your commitment 
to what you value most,” wrote а 
certain Herminia. 

“FPJ, kahit wala ka na, para 
sa akin, walang hihigit pa sa hi- 
nahangaan kong tao. Ikaw lang 
ang nag-iisa para sa akin (Al- 
though you are gone, you are 
the person I most admire. You're 
the only one)," recorded Lolit 
Ramada. 

Other messages read like a di- 
ary entry: “Simula noong 


nagkaisip ako, ikaw na ang idol ko 
(Since 1 was young, you have 
been my idol.) 1 cried when 1 
learned that you died. I know you 
personally. Since then, 1 have 
watched all your movies. You're 
my idol. You are always in my 
family's heart. You are ‘Our Presi- 
dent! We love yout.” 

Ог a confession: “We're happy 
to see you for the first time in our 
lives. Unfortunately it is in a situ- 
ation like this. We know you are 


ofthe late actor. He said Poe's wife 
‘Susan Roces had left by then. > 

“They were all happy to see 
me attending the wake," he said. 

He said he became close to 
Poe because the latter would 
stay with him when Poe made 
movies in Ilocos Sur. 

Although he had renovated 
his house, he said he never 
touched the room occupied by 
Poe and had told the actor that 
it was still there for his use. 

“Kahit anong mangyari, 
kaibigan pa rin kami (We were 
still friends no matter what 
happened)," he said. 

When Poe was brought to 
the hospital after suffering a 
stroke, Singson said he ealled 
up Roces to ask what he could 
do to help and Poe's wife 
thanked him for it. 

"When the actor announced 
he was running for President, 
the governor said he called him 
wp to say that it was too bad 
that he made the announce- 
ment when Singson had al- 
ready pledged to support Ms 
Arroyo. 

Still, Singson said some of 
his relatives openly supported 
Poe's candidacy. 


graft and corruption," he said. 

Gonzales said Ms Arroyo herself 
had been complaining about ram- 
pant corruption in the bureaucracy, 

A former national security ай. 
viser, Gonzales warned against 
fomenting unrest. 

He said Singson had the right 
to "go to the people" to talk about 
what he believed to be problems 
in the Arroyo administrati 

"Going to the people isa right of 
‘everyone as long as they will avoid 
chaos. If anybody foments violence 
and violates the law, that is a differ- 
ent matter,” Gonzales said. 


happy in the house of the Lord. 
You'll always be in our hearts." 

Mostly, they were declarations 
of love: "We love you, FPJ, very 
much. You are God's precious 
blessing to the Filipino people, 
We admire your principles and 
values, your sense of honor, your 
commitment to what you value 
most. This world is diminished 
greatly diminished by your ab 
sence, You are our hero, the elect 
ed president of 2004-2010." 
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PDEA eyes insider aid in suspect’s escape 


By Nelson F Flores thecellofLiZhongHong, afterhe maining inmates at the agency's shift guard at the parking area ume of chemicals used in manu- ment of Republic Act 9165 or the 
found his report on the incident other detention cells. noticed a "slender male person” facturing high-grade shabu Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs 
UNDERSECRETARY and Philip- incredible. Li, alias James Mian, ‘An ocular inspection of Lis de- who appeared to be “waiting for (methamphetamine hydrochlo- Act of 2002, which penalizes 
Une Dug Enforcement Agendy inked toabig time dnigring,es: tention cell conducted by somebody whilesandingneara ride). Some of the ingrediens those who botch drug cases like 
pine Drug Gn i Misi) caped from his cell at the PDEA Avenido showed that the hori саг parked in front of the PDEA weresubsequently destroyed bya negligent law enforcers, 
piece л. yesterday ordered an Metro Manila Regional Office ш zontal steel bar covering а small headquartersatabout Sam. fire that mysteriously gutted the Eastern Samar Rep. Marcelino 
Крл imm tigescape of t Quezon City by destroying the exhaustanhadbeensawedof. "He did not bother to check or storehouse where they had been Libanan, for his par sid the ee 
Guiness suspect linked to the op- grill cover of the exhaust fan in Ви assuming that Li fit his 5- confront the person because he placed for safekeeping. cape of drug traffickers dimin- 
е ера dogs labore. is windowless сей. He was те. footó frame in the small open- thought he was part ofthe PDEA | Cebu Rep. Antonio Cuenco, оп ished the gains made by the gov. 
аана was шу tat ported missing at 5:45 am. law ing, the route would have been personnel,” Avenido said. “But it. che other hand, sought the relief ernment in its all-out war against 
tory adding that the hap of Saturday by anotherjailguard, “hazardous,” Avenido said in а is possible that the person could of police officers whose negli illegal drugs, even ashe called for 
someone from the agency. Apan fom Placido, Avenido statement. ЧЕ the escapee used Бе the detainee, who might have gence resulted in the escape, as the prosecution of those who had 
Tr үе the PDEA mysteri also placed undertechnicalarest this, hecouldhavebeen seriously slipped through the door while he pushed for a 20-year jail term worked for the freedom of drug 
ously" lost another suspect іп а Chief Insp. Dante Gacadan, off- injured because he would be the guard was asleep." for those who would bungle drug traffickers. 
similarraid. cerinchargeofthePDEA custodi- jumping а height equivalent to Liwas arrested last monthdur- cases. “Relieving those negligent is 
Avenido also ordered the con- al group, and PO2 Rolando Dua- three stories.” ing the raid of an alleged drug А former chair of the House not enough. They should be im- 
Feed” do ek. о Ше ether guard who was sup- The theory that Li escaped laboratory in Multinational Vil- committee on dangerous drugs, risoned. They are a disgrace to 
Placido, the lone guard watching posed to be on duty: He also or- withthe help ofagency personnel lage, Paranaque City, Cuenco said Zhong's escape justi- the police institution,” he added. 
Hered the interrogation ofthe re- was further boosted when anight Тһе house yielded a huge vol- fied the need for a strict enforce- With Cynthia D.Balana 


ITO needs |p . =m Charges 
your ITRs pr Aa AA ы SENA readied 


for vehicle vs scions 
registration 
By Nancy C. Carvajal 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


5 CHARGES of attempted murder 
‘THE LAND Transportation Office oe > ie and malicious mischief will be 
may soon require the submission Е fx. fled against two grandsons of 
of income tax returns before ap- E г е Camarines Sur Rep. Luis Villa- 
proving car registration papers to 3 fuerte and a son of former basket- 
help the Bureau of Internal Rev- Р i ball superstar Ramon Fernandez 
enue improve its tax collection ef- 24 | forallegedly firing repeatedly ata 
forts. pies house in a posh Alabang village. 
A lawmaker has called the gov- 1 > 3 ч on Dec. 14. 
ernment’ attention on the wide P “The sworn statements of three 
disparity between the LTO's data Ё r 3 ^ village guards and two respond- 
оп car registration and the BIR'S s, p^ is NG SAN. ing policemen supported the fil- 
count of individual taxpayers. = ‚Ж 2j E ing of the case against the sus- 
ITO chief Anneli Lontoc said Ei d pects,” said Southern Police Dis- 


her agency was willing to cooper- Y 1 trict chief Senior Supt. Wilfrido 
ate with the BIR, provided there " ч, Garcia. 


would be a linkup first between Я = 3 " Jose Torrendon, Miko Flores 
the computer systems of the two : Й |. and Jeremias Servidad of the Ay- 
government institutions. KP : 3 E ala Alabang Village Security 
“There should be a way for us 8 Group submitted their affidavits 
to verify whether the ITRs being г 3 : 5 on the shooting incident, along 
submitted are genuine. Other- 3 2 Sd with PO2 Juanito Balahaia and 
wise, the cooperation would be - = a POI Ferdinand Alvarez. 
useless if the car owner would | CHRISTMAS (NOT) FOR EVERYONE pu»uccou |. Luisa Rojas Duce also filed a 
give us a fake tax return,” said | A mother andher brood find shelter—and a temporary home—on pieces of cardboard and a solitary bench along busy Roxas Boulevard, | заратио affidavit pointing to the 
Tonnie: a favorite hub of people living in more comfortable circumstances. Many of the urban poor, like this family, may find Christmas passing two grandsons of Villafuerte and 


She said initial discussions be- b ы asi B ehe dall а minor son of Fernandez as the 
sem etude | ee oe ee e ЕС е = alleged suspects in the strafing of 


BIR and the LTO had taken place her house on Agno St., Ayala Ala- 
as to how they could connect ће 


Ў bang Village, 
computer system of the two agen- S PAT kill d b 1 . p t: h ld Asked for comment, Marissa 
E W man ed in brawl; Z suspects e Femandez, wife of the former 
Lontoc said further discussions cage star said her son 
ad be made to formalise the TWO SUSPECTS were arrested According to wimesses, the used huge blocks of wood and a. sergeant from one ofthe suspects “wrongly implicated,” in the inci- 
cooperation, yesterday by Taguig police barely suspects and the victim had a rocktohitJavieronthehead. who was holding the handgun dent 
Че support anything that will 24 hour afer the kiling of a brief argument that ended in the The victim was brought to before they fled the scene ofthe , She refused to elaborate. and 
raise revenues for the govern- member of Makati City’s Special mauling of the police officer. Taguig-Pateros District hospital, crime, witnesses said. instead referred the Ingumin to 
ment, The LTO is also trying to Weapon and Tactics unit. They added that Javier sud- but he did not make it alive. The other suspects are Richat the familys lawyer Howard 
Comeupwith waystoenhanceis Rey Gomez and MarianodeLa denly pointed his firearm at the “The suspects refused to say Ecleo, a certain “Don Don,” and Calleja. 
collection, she added. Gruswerearrestedby police ater suspects and asked them why why they attacked the victim,” Jonathan Enario "My client does not have any 
Newer ога] Кер. Herminio they were positively Mentifed by they were looking at him in “a Tirazona said, adding that the De la Cruz and Ecleo are con. knowledge ог participation, m 
‘Teves had been advocating the witnesses as among the five sus- strange way.” tno, remained. silent when striction workers and residents the shooting incident,” Calleja 
submission of tax returns to the pects who allegedly mauled to Angered, the suspects report- asked why they beat up the vic of Taguig. said. 
LTO prior to vehicle registration. death POT Dionie Javier amem- edly pulled the gun from Javier, tim. Don Don, whose complete But he refused to comment 
This would allow the BIR to col- ber of the SWAT team in Makati. апа began to attack the now de- Police said several witnesses name and address were not im- when asked if his client was one 
lect an additional P88 billion in According to PO2 Eddie Tira- fenseless policeman. sew the incident, including an mediately available, was alleged- ofthe passengers in a white Lexus 
taxes yearly he added. вола Ше pelceoficer was walle. The ve allegedly took turns in Army sergeant who tied to stop ly working forajanitorial services allegedly involved inthe shooting 
Move than 2.3 million vehicles ing along 8th Stree, GHO Village kicking, punching and hitting the suspects from dealing blows firm. incident. 
may have been bought in the Zone 1 Signal Villagelast Sunday Javier with a blunt object that on the victim who was already  Emaro is а resident of  INQUmm tried to reach Villa- 
country, the taxes of which were at around 9 p.m. when Һе came could have caused his death. sprawled on the ground. Kalayaan Avenue, Makati City. fuerte by phone to get the family's 
mot automatically withheld, upon the five suspects who were Makati Police inspector Marlon Javier's service firearm was re- Nancy С. Carvajal and Carlo side several times, but no one 
Teves said. engaged in adrinking session. SS Almoguerra said the suspects had portedly recovered by the Maru. Mariano, trainee took the calls. 


An uncaring home for the aged Avoid Maysilo today 


LAST Saturday, I found that not where, she said, the student care- there aspartoftheirstudy. But, Fa- HALF of Maysilo Circle in Man- _ Motorists coming from Edsa- 
all people who volunteer to serve givers would eat. Чеке ыйа, Ше рой wagons. daluyong City will be closed ro Boni going to Gabby's must take a 
their unfortunate fellowmen nec- Botsinceallthewardsandem-  Butthe priest wouldnt listen to traffic today from 6a.m.to4 p.m, Tight tum from Boni Avenue to 
essarily have hears of gold. ployees had already been fed we ш, so we ended the conversation. іп anticipation of the huge crowd Sikap Street, left on Sto. Rosario 
T went with a group of flight " Thought it would be best for the 1 was tempted to tell Father that will gather fortheannual Pa- to Boni Avenue again. Maka 
stewards and stewardesses who Student caregivers to join us for Makalieal that if he was stingy maskong Handog where about bound vehicles may take Barang- 
call themselves Streetpals and a lunch. It was already 1:30 p.m. with food forthe stadents—and the 36,000 Noche Buena packages ka Drive, if coming from Sha 
kind-heareed lady named Lina : and we could see that the sti. food was ours anyway—he could will be distributed to Mandaluy. Bdsa-Pioneer or P Cruz and Blu- 
Poblete toa place called Tahanan. showed her displeasure by mak- dents were already hungry begealywithhisownwards ong constituents as part of the тепн from Boni-Kalentong. 
Mee ec a ingherselfscarceduring he par. After taking our lunch, we Earlier on, as we were having city governments Yuletide activi- GabbyeKalemong io Dim 
Street children, in Carmona, ty. asked if the food we brought the Christmas party, Isaw an old. ties. routes will not be affected by the 
Cavite, to distribute gifts, Mem- ‘There was an excess of food be- could already be served to the woman who was in extreme pain Maysilo, from the corner of Jol- rerouting, but, motorists are ad- 
bers of Streetpals take care of cause Cory Grey, Streetpals’ students. Ms De Leon was and couldn't join the merrymak- ее to the entrance of Martinez, vised to avoid passing through 
street children when they're not mother hen, foresaw there would adamant, so we asked to see Fa- . Blood was coming out of her will be closed to vehicular traffic the Maysilo Circle area today to 
sing PAL passengers night... be more peopletofeedasidefrom therMakalinalathisoffie. private рап. No employee of forthe whole day. avoid the heavy traffic, 
“Tabanan,” located in an in- the Tahanan wards, officals and The priest was smoking like a Tahanan showed concern over 
land barrio far from the highway, volunteer employees. She was chimney when we got to his of- the old woman's plight. The stu- 
i run by а priest, Fr. Bitoy right, because atthe time we vis- fice. Taking a good look at him, 1 dents were trying to ease her pain illan; 82 
Makalintal. Its governess is Betty ited the place, 40 student care- noticed that he dyed his hair, as by giving her soothing words. P Santi an, 
de Leon, a cranky old lady. givers fom different schools well as his moustache and beard. — Streerpals took pity on her and 
Ee Leon wanted her and her were there. They were doing on- Probably in his late 50s ог early calledanambulancethattookthe | EDUCATOR Primitiva М Santil- Percival, Hannibal, Jennifer, 
volunteer staff to distribute the the-job training as part of their 60s. Mukhang playboy. ‘writhing woman to the Makati | lan, mother of journalist Jen- Samuel, Charlemagne and Eli- 
food and Christmas presents to curriculum. While Cory Lina and Tony Cal- Medical Center. nifer Santillan-Santiago, died jah; children-in-aw Florencio, 
е lunan wards—bl old men AS we were about to distribute vento,mydirectorforlsumbongmo advise Tahanandonorstotakea | yesterday eveningatthe Manila Evelyn, Divina, — Manclen 
тз Талаа and 20 former sureet food othestudent caregivers, Ms kay Talo TV program, were taking sscondlookathowtheirmoneyand | Sanitarium. She was 82 years Lalaine, Susan and Сее; 
children, But we were able to De Leon came into the picture. with the priest, he kept blowing his goods are being spent. | urge the De- old, grandchildren, brothers and 
children, at Wer an exchange She insisted that we Cur over the. smokeinour direction. twastempt- partment of Social Welfare and De- | Santillan, a teacher at R Bur- sisters. Her body lies at the 
Coin ae we traveled all food to her As in the situation ed toaskthe good priestwhetherhe velopment (DSWD) to investigate | gos Elementary School later Rizal Funeral Homes, Cementi. 
the way from Metro Manila to earlier, we said that we be al- thought we were fighting cocks. officials of the Tahanan ni Maria. co-founded the Sesame Pre- na St, Pasay City Interment 
personally hand over the food lowed to give the food away. Mood himu beel Hebacked Some people might be using | School. She is survived by her will be on Dec. 22 at the South 
personale: presens to their But Dé Leon insisted that ме Ms De Leon: the students couldnt the old people's home for their | children Rowena, Christian, Cemetery in Makati City. 
wards, De Leon consented but turn the food over to the kitchen have their lunch because they were own selfish ends. 
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astwood City beckons as the metro's home of choice. And its 
newest crown jewel is One Central Park. Enjoy a relaxing walk 
along tree-shaded walkways and stop by a serene lagoon ina 
delightful park at the foot of your home. Live well in a coddling, 
convenience-filled environment, with your own playground and 
shopping mall just a push of a button away. 


Y What's more, gain instant access to a larger food, shopping and 


entertainment paradise. A cornucopia of chic restaurants, cafes 
and bars. Shops offering everything from best-selling books to 
cool toys, fine jewelry and the latest in fashion. Plus a gaming 
arcade, bowling and billiards and Dolby Digital EX movies.It's a 
lifestyle so exciting, so complete, you can't ask for more. 
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Visit the Eastwood City Grand Showroom 
and enjoy the warmest welcome this Christmas! 
d Mr rino ater GP PAG BU i Eastwood City 
Foras low as US$300 a month, own a home 
and lifestyle that you will cherish season after season. / 


ME EVI PMENT 
Eastwood City Information Centre/Grand Showroom (above Celadon), A MEGAWORLD DEVELO hi 
Exclusive Marketing Arm: 


Eastwood City, E. Rodriguez, Jr. Ave. (C-5), Quezon City J 
Eastwood Property Holdings, Inc. 


For inquiries, call 4 2 1 -4 2 4 3 or 4 2 1 -4 2 4 7 www.eastwood-properties.com 
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B Franz 
gives in to 
fervent 
appeal 


ByJune Navarro 


BARANGAY Ginebra has an ax to 
grind after getting clobbered by San 
Miguel Beer in their first meeting. 


‘The Gin Kings are expected to use this grudge 
as motivation when they meet the Beermen 
again in the Gran Matador PBA Philippine Cup 
today at the Ilocos Norte Centennial Arena in 
Laoag City. 

Barangay Ginebra is gunning for win No. 12 
and a playoff for one of two outright semifinal 
berths. 

“We've been lucky enough to get this far but 
we cannot forget how we lost to San Miguel in 
the first round,” said Ginebra coach Siot Tan- 
quincen. "We will use that as motivation." 

The Beermeii subdued the Gin Kings, 83-72, 
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оп Oct. 13, when Tanquingcen and his wards 


were still groping for the right chemistry. 

Now, coach Jong Uichico and the Beermen 
face a squad that is playing solid basketball and 
boasts a deadly player at every position. 

Romel Adducul and Eric Menk have been con- 
sistenty averaging double-double figures in 
points and rebounds while Jayjay Helterbrand 
‘and Mark Caguioa have become one of the most 
feliable backcourt combinations. 

Then there's Rodney Santos, Sunday Salva- 
ion, Migs Noble and Andy Seigle who all have 
proved their worth coming off the bench. 

Through their efforts, the Gin Kings (11-5) 
have won four of their last five games. A victory 
today gives them a share of the lead with the 
“Talk 'N Text Phone Pals (12-5) and a guaranteed 
playoff for the No. 2 slot. 

‘Shell wrapped up its elimination round cam- 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 
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paign with a 12-6 record. The Turbochargers are 
hoping for a Ginebra loss to boost their chance 
for one of the top two positions that will be re- 
warded with outright semifinal slots at the end 
of the eliminations, 

The top two finishers after the elimination 
round will advance to the semifinals and leave 
the rest of the teams canceling each other out in 
the wildcard phase and quarterfinal round. 

‘San Miguel Beer holds an 8-8 record and bids 
to claim the No. 4 spot, which is also being 
sought by Alaska and Purefoods, both at 8-9. 

With Sta. Lucia Realty losing to Talk ‘N Text 
the other night, the Beermen, Aces and TJ Hot- 
dogs avoided finishing either ninth and 10th. 

Under the format, the last two teams need to 
hurdle the No. 3 and 4 squads in the wild-card 
round to get into the quarterfinals while their ri- 
vals need justa win to advance. 


Happy Viewing! 


Ginebra Kings seek piece 
of lead against Beermen 
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Sta. Lucia 
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(посох Norte Centen- 
nial Arena, Laoag City) 
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Out-of-warranty Toyota vehicles deserve nothing less than the best care and treatment they can get—Thunder Service. They have Toyota-trained 
techniclans to guarantee expert and specialized attention, and Advantex—affordable replacement parts for your ‘Toyota. Plus, they have a comprehensive 
and affordable service menu and packages to choose from. Truly, the best service for your Toyota can come only from Thunder Service. 
: „> 
Advantex 022 
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Thunder Service Outlets: oe 


Зека KA 
TOYOTA Alabang • TOYOTA Baguio - TOYOTA Balintawak-torth TOYOTA Batangas City = TOYOTA Cabanatuan e TOYOTA Cagayan de Oro TOYOTA Gsbu-Mandave » TOYOTA Commonweal 
TOYOTA Cubao. TOYOTA Dagupan « TOYOTA Dasmariñas * TOYOTA Mania Bay» TOYOTA Marikina" TOYOTA Otis «TOYOTA Pasong Tama * TOYOTA Quezon Avenue + TOYOTA Shaw-Ortigas ` 


For a worry-free service for your 
out-of-warraniy Toyota vehicle, 
árust only Thunder service. 


ISONAB, 


Are you a Toyota owner? Get a chance to 
courtesy of Thunder Service, Simply 
херруеуүгтиуи®йдць{ ўдыр, E 
сап only win once. Р a 
So hurry! E-mail Thunder Service today and enjoy THUNDER SHOWERS, - à 
Promo pari from Doo. 16,2004 upto Fob: 15,2006. 
vues DAES 


in one (1) of the four (4) brand new Nokla 6600 cell phones 3 
e-mail your name and your Toyota vehicle's make and modal to 
at modelimake submited entes you to ono rafi entry. A participant 
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ECERBER 21 TORONTO RAPTORS vs. KOUSTON ROCKETS 1 9:30 em 


г SZD BALLAS MAVERICKS vs. HEW YORK KNICKS 1 8:30 am 
ESI GMEANS уб. LA LAKERS 1 11:30 am Е 
Aa -€D) GHAI BEAT va. SACRANENTO KINGS 1 11:30 am 
: xi D BETROI PISTONS vs. INDIANA PACERS 1 15:9 ai! 
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ATIENZA calls for sobriety. 


ALI Atienza, the youngest in the 
short list of aspirants for the 
chairmanship of the Philippine 
Sports Commission, is appealing 
for a moratorium on specula- 
tions as to who would be the 
next government sports czar. 

“It is not helping sports and 
fuels intrigue instead,” said the 
32-year-old chair of the Manila 


Sports Council. 
Atienza said President Maca- 
.pagakArroyo should be given 
time and complete trust in decid- 
ing who gets the old job of Eric 
Buhain, who is moving to the 
Games and Amusements Board 
asits chair. 

"Let's not preempt the Presi- 
dent and let her decide and 
choose the person who enjoys 
her trust and confidence,” Atien- 


' Young Atienza also seeking Eric's old PSC job 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


za told the Inqunen. 

Atienza is seeking the top PSC 
post as chair of Masco, the orga- 
nization behind the staging of 
the last three Manila Youth 
Games and the recent Manila 
Marathon. Both events drew 
record number of participants 
from the six districts of Manila. 

Asan athlete, Atienza captured 
a gold medal in the 1994 Asian 
Taekwondo Championships by 


beating a South Korean in the fi 
nals, No Filipino has beaten a Ko- 
rean in the sport since then. 

His chief rivals are established 
sportsmen Junjun Capistrano, 
Ateneo's athletic director and sec- 
retary general of the Manila 
Southeast Asian Games Organiz- 
ing Committee in 1991, and PSC 
commissioner Butch Ramirez, 

Atienza refused to comment 
on his plans for the PSC if he gets 


the job but maintained that the 
tandidates “are better off doing 
their respective roles for Philip- 
pine sports.” 

As Masco head, Atienza is in 
the thick of preparations for the 
2005 SEA Games with the open- 
ing ceremonies set atthe Quirino 
Grandstand at the Rizal Park. He 
said about 300,000 volunteers 
willbe tapped to handle Manila's 
end of hosting the Games, 


‘The Captain 


to get final 
PBA salute 


IT'S called “the PBA's Final Salute to the Captain." 

A month after announcing that he's done with pro basketball, Alvin Patrimonio, 
perhaps the greatest player of his generation, will be on centerstage one last time to- 
‘morrow when the PBA pays tribute to the man affectionately called "The Captain." 


‘The ceremony will take place right 
before Patrimonio's Purefoods faces 
FedEx Express at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Philsports Arena, 

Tatrimonio's former coaches and team- 
mates will also be on hand for the occasion. 


4th Player of Week 
citation for DL Cruz 


FOUR Player of the Week citations from 
the PBA Press Corps in the elimination 
round of the Gran Matador-PBA Philippine 
Cup is definitely a testimony to the consis- 
tency of Shell Velociys Tony dela Cruz. 

Considered a shoo in for the all-pro RP 
team to be formed by the PBA next year, 
Dela Cruz again helped the Turbochargers 
chalk up a pair of wins and finish their 
elimination schedule with a 12-6 card. 

Thus, the PBA Press Corps cited him 
‘anew for the period Dec. 12 to 19. 

Dela Cruz sparked Shell past league- 
leader Talk 'N Text, 103-98, last Wednes- 
day with 17 points, sx rebounds, six assists 
and a steal in 38 minutes. Last Sunday, 
Shell downed FedEx, 90-85, with Dela 
Cruzscorng22poins. June Navarro 


tion free to the public. 


“Alvin has been an ideal model not just 
for his team but also for his fellow players 
and the PBA as well,” said PBA commis- 
sioner Noli Eala, who will hand Patrimo- 
nio a token of appreciation for his contri- 
‘bution to the league. “We will certainly 
miss his presence on the court” 

But the highlight on Wednesday will be 
the retirement of Patimonio's No.16 Pure- 
foods jersey. 

Patrimonio was in a TJ Hotdogs uni- 
form in all his 17 seasons in the PBA. 

The former King Cardinal of Mapua, 
now Purefoods’ team manager, owns four 
Most Valuable Player awards ina tie with 
the legendary Ramon Fernandez. He 
boasts multiple championships, career 
milestones and distinguished stints asa 
national player. 

The Final Salute to the Captain is a ma- 
jor highlight of the PBA special Christmas 
treat this week. 

The league caps its Yuletide season of- 
fering with a slambang doubleheader pi 
ting San Miguel against Red Bull and Talk 
'N Text against Ginebra on Christmas Day 
atthe Cuneta Astrodome. 

As Christmas gift to its loyal fans, the 
PBA will open the general admission sec- 
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PATRIMONIO works against Don Allado of Alaska in one of his unstoppable 


moves in the PBA. 


, Art keeps top 
| PNSA post; 
Tac pistol chair 


FORMER Olympian Arturo “Art” Macapagal was 
unanimously elected to а second four-year term as 
president of the Philippine National Shooting Asso- 
ciation (PNSA) at the Manila Polo Club recently. 

Ildefonso G. Tronqued was voted board chair, 

Multitided shooter Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla, the 
country’s pistol champion for 26 years now, made it 
to the PNSA board for topping the pistol group elec- 
tion, but he declined due to his business commit- 
ments. He was instead appointed chair ofthe pistol 
group by Macapagal. 

Meanwhile, Emerito Concepcion ruled the free ri- 
fle three-position event in the recent National Open 
championships with 1123 points. He beat Dennis 
Hernandez (1117) and Benny Cagurin (1096). 

“The other gold medalists were Carolino Gonzales. 
(581) and Therese Cantada (370), men’s and wom- 
eris air pistol; Pagcor's Carolino and Marcelo Gon- 
zales and Reuben Hermoso (1661), air pistol team; 
Diomedes de Guzman (483) and Sheila de Lumban 
(492), modified Camp Perry individual pistol; and 
Navy/Marines Gold (1394) and Navy Marines/Yel- 
low (1450), men's and women's Camp Perry teams. 

The oiher key offers: Romao Riera ce chalr Jose Y. Mundo, 
scs vica president; Ramon Coral, VP fr intematioral falis 
Donald Padila, VP for national alas: Severino Vilma, VP for 
venue development; Danio Gamboa, VP tor new shooters develop- 
tment and marksmanship tring; Emiano Lamas, treasurer, Au- 
gusto Justinian, corporate secretary and airgun aggrupation chalr, 
James Chua chair of moving targets; Antonio Gara, rife aggrupa- 
тоғното ion chair and Ifans Tonqued, paci aggupson cha 


Gabi stops Thai rival in 2nd round 


By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


DIOSDADO “Prince” Gabi took yet anoth- 
er step in his quest for a world champi- 
onship when he demolished Thai Sam- 
ransak Singmanasak in the second round 
of their scheduled 10-rounder at the Roy- 
al Mandaya Hotel in Davao City Sunday. 
Gabi, the World Boxing Council No. 8 


fyweight contender, improved his record 


to 23 wins with 17 KOs against 2 losses, 
and 1 draw. 

“We plan a US training with Freddie 
Roach (for Gabi), then on to a world 
championship,” said North Cotabato Gov- 
ernor Manny Piñol, Gabi's chief handler. 

Gabi is scheduled to hook up early next 
year with Manny Pacquiao's renowned 
trainer at the American's Wild Card Gym 
in Los Angeles. 


Roach, who came over to supervise 
Pacquiao's knockout of Thailand's Fahsan 
3K Battery last Dec. 11, rates Gabi asa fu- 
"ture world-beater like Pacquiao. 

Last October, the talented southpaw 
Gabi was scheduled to face WBC Пу- 
weight king Pongsaklek Wongjongkam 
during the WBC's annual convention held 
in Phuket, Thailand but the Thai's han- 
dlers backed out at the last minute. 


AVERY admirable guy indeed, this Нес- 
tor Calma. 

1 haven't seen him in ages and then, all 
too suddenly, here he was, standing in 
front of me. 

“How are you,” he said, offering a 
handshake. "Where were you all these 
years? I only see you through your picture 
in the Inquirer accompanying your col- 
umn. Nice to see you again and Merry 
Christmas to you and your family" 

‘We embraced a litle, a little tap here 
and there, and then he was gone. 

He had come to me at halftime of the 
San Miguel Beer-Coke basketball russie 
(SMB won) in Dagupan City on Dec. 16, 
the birthday of my departed father, 
known simply as "Tonyong" of Pidigan, 
Abra. 

“Why that was Hector Calma you were 
embracing, one of the most original gen- 
tlemen of Philippine basketball," said PBA 
Commissioner Noli Eala, seated beside 
sme during the game. 


Mr. Silencer is also Mr. Surprise 


Hector Calma is now the manager of 
Coke, whose coach, Chot Reyes is опе of 
four mentors being considered for the 
PBA-backed national team to the Jones 
Cup next year. 

Hector, called The Director in his hey- 
day in the PBA, has been a hardcore San 
Miguel Beer player. He was the heart and 
soul of San Miguel Beer when the Beer- 
men won the Grand Slam years ago (was 
ir19860r 19897). 

Chosen one of the РВА all-time best 
25 players during the 25th anniversary of 
the league, Hector, born in Sta. Barbara, 
Pangasinan, on March 2, 1960, was de- 
scribed in the recently released book 
“Legends and Heroes of Philippine Bas- 
ketball" as"the epitome of a point guard.” 

At only S-foot-8, Hector was the com- 
plete playmaker, who can either make his 
team win or lose without even firing a sin- 
gle shot. Said the book co-authored by 
Christian Bocobo and Beth Celis: “Hector 
Calma had the instinct of a leader, was а 


bail-out jumper of a player unfazed by 
pressure, and equipped with the passing 
‘wizardry of a court general with excep- 
tional court vision.” 

То me, Hector did not only have an in- 
visible eye on his right temple, he also had 
two eyes at the back of his head. 

‘He saw a teammate streaking fora fast- 
break toward the hoop with his back 
tured on the guy, he saw a cutting team- 
mate sneaking out of nowhere with his 
face looking the other way, he saw a team- 
mate grabbing an inch of space to receive 
a pass to aim and fire with his man block- 
ing his view Most of all, when he saw all 


his teammates in handcuffs, that's when 
he would shoot. Nine out of 10, the shot 
would find its mark—whether from 
point-blank range or afar. To Robert Ja- 
worski, the PBAS Living Legend, the suc- 
cessor of Hector Calma "has yet to be 
bom.” 

His speed was without match, his 
jumper was one of the deadliest, his cool 
mien even under pressure-cooker condi- 
tions remains unmatched ro this day. 

A three-time member of the PBA Myth- 
кай Five when the Mythical Five was the 
Mythical Five of old (1987, 1988 and 
1989), Hector Calma will always be Mr. 
Silencer to me. He rarely talks, likes to act 
more than open his mouth. But while he is 
Mz Action, he is also Mr. Surprise. Some 
12 years ago, he suddenly appeared in my 
house, 

“As promised, Td like to greet your 
daughter, Aya, a happy birthday” said 
Hector. 

Arriving without fanfare, he quietly 


took a seat and next watched me dance 
with Aya, the debutante. The song played 
for the special number of fatherand- 
daughter was, “Tm So Happy Just To 
Dance With You.” By the Beatles, of 
course. 

After the piece, Hector clapped hearti- 
1y--again, in his own quiet way. 

Heck, why can't we have more Hector. 
Calmas in our midst? 
FASTBREAK. Attomey Flor called me up 
to say Triple Уз Vie Vie Villavicencio had 
finally nailed his first hole-in-one many 
years after he picked up golf. Vic Vic, 
‘whose flagship Kamayan has been pack- 
ing it in this balikbayan-flavored season, 
scored his ace on Dec. 17 at Wack Wack 
West's No. 3. NGAP president Benny 
Gopez said to me: “Please tell Vic Vic wel- 
come to the club.” Benny had his ace 
about three years ago during the Unilever 
Barkada golf that was more than amply 
rewarded by Chito Macapagal. 
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SPORTSWATCH 


Nadera rules iligan City chess tourney 
INTERNATIONAL Master Bario Nadera lived up to his top seeding Sunday night by 
dominating the 2004 Iligan City Open chess tournament at the Alfresco Park and 
Dinner in Barangay Саллар, iligan City. Nadera defeated fellow Cebuano Erwin 
Ababatin 25 moves of a Queen indian Defense in the ih round then settled fora 
15-move draw with another Cebuano, IM Richard Bitoon, in the ninth and final 
round to bag the P30,000 champlon's purse. Nadera, a Philippine Air Force enlist- 
‘ed man, scored 8.0 points to top the 73-man meet. Manila's Edmundo Gatus up- 
‘set NM Rustum Tolentino of Cagayan De Oro City to pocket the runner-up prize of 
P15,000 with 7.5 points. Fide Master Ollver Dimakiling of Davao City took the 
scalp of NM Ernesto Absin of Butuan City to take the third prize of P8,000 with 7. 
Bitoon finished with 6.5 points to share 4th to 8th places with Mardonio Fuentes, 
Henry Lopez, NM Cesar Caturia and NM Mirabeau Maga. Rounding out the top 10 
аге Absin and NM Levi Mercado. Marlon Bemardino, Contributor 


Santillan OPBF title defense set 

IT WILL be a battle of southpaws when Oriental and Pacific Boxing Federation wel- 
terweight champion Rev Santillan of liollo City defends his newly regained title for 
the second time against Kazuhiko Hidaka on March 19, 2005, in Tokyo, Japan. 

"Tha fight Is on," confirmed Santilan's manager, Rex "Wakae" Salud, in a tele 
phone interview from Cebu. If he wins, Salud said Santillan's next fight would be 
for a world title. At No. 4, the power-punching native of Tacas, Jaro, Iloilo, who is 
based In Cebu, Is the highest World Boxing Council-rated Filipino fighter in a heav- 
ler division. The 27-year-old Santillan parades a 21-1-1 win-loss-draw record with 
18 KOs. His 26-year-old rival Is 20-4 with 14 KOs. Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


Carino, Loyola top Exec active chess 

LAWYER Raul Cariño and management graduate Rolenson Loyola ruled the MCC 
Executive Category 1 & 2 Active Chess tournaments, respectively, over the week- 
‘end at the Metropolitan Chess Club's headquarters at the J&F Divino Building in 
‘Quezon City. Carifio won his fifth and final match over businessman Erven Perlas 
{о bag his first MCC Executive Category 1 title. Loyola of Kawasaki Motors (Phlls.) 
Corp. outplayed computer encoder Darwin Secorata of Pinoy Group of Companies 
to claim the Category 2 championship. Both wound up with a final tally of 4.5 
points. The runner-ups were businessman Ruben Medina (Category 1)and com- 
merce graduate Fami Fazon (Category 2). Medina humbled sales supervisor Dong 
‘Ata of Bayer Corp. while Fazon beat electrical engineer Robert Arellano of Doors 
Controls ntl Corp. Rounding out the top 10 were: Category 1— Peres, Aa, 
Roberto Racasa, Virgilio Sevandal, Alex Vitualla, Jaime Santos, Dennis Lemsic and 
Federico Dionisio. Category 2—Arellano, Noel de la Cruz, Gary Legaspi, Secorata, 
Dennis San Juan, Rafael Espejo, Dario Enriquez and Claro Prado. 


Noche Buena 5-cocker slated at Roligon 
THE STAGE Is set for the Noche Buena 2004 5-Cock Derby on Dec. 23, 25 and 27 
at Roligon Mega Cockpit with 148 entries already on the fight roster. The 'submis-. 
sion of welghts---for cocks between 1.800 and 2.400 kllograms-—is scheduled t 
‘morrow trom 9 am. to 9 p.m. Hosted by Rolly Ligon and sponsored by Thunder- 
bird Power Feeds, the three-day event stakes a Pt-milion prize purse for a lowen- 
try fee of P7,700 and a minimum bet of P4,400. Rep. Ronnie Puno, with his:eniry 
‘Sundancer, leads the field that also includes Rey Briones, William бо, Allan Slaco, 
Nanding Dizon, Colonel Tabique, lawyer Virgilio Manguerra, Chari Cristobal and 
Peter Uren. All entries will bring home a pamaskong regalo (holiday gift) such as- 
television set, DVD player, washing machine, Tat iron, folding bed, eec fan up- 
‘on payment of entry fee. Two-pointers in the eliminations will share the. days 
“champion prize of P50,000, Meanwhile, cockpit manager Danny Ty said the ragu- 
far Sunday Mega Hackighis wit give automate cash bonuses to winners. 


Power Trio picks three new breeders 

EDWIN Gallardo, 52, of De Castro Subdivision, Barangay Sta. Lucia, Pasig City. won 
the Greater Mania Area draw of the Thunderbird Power Tio promo of Thunderbird 
Power Feeds. Gardo wil receive one rooster and two hens. Biag Glo, 49, o San 
Juan Biao, Camarines Sur, is the winner for Luzon. while Teodoro Montort, 37, of 
Catarman, Northem Sarrar, is the lucky contestant from the Vsayas-Mindanao 
area. The final rand draws st Jan. 6, 2005, in which the winners can choose 
‘which loca reser ter tro should come rom. Meanwhile, the UBBA 4-Cock 
Christmas Derby gets under way at the San Mateo Cockpit today and Thursday. The 
derby hosted by the United Backyard Breeder Assocation and sponsored by 
Thunderbird stakes a guaranteed prize of P200 000 for an entry ee 0126500. 


TORRE'S MOVE: Asia's first grandmaster Eugene Torre (seated left) and 
Marikina Councilor Vie Sabiniano make the ceremonial first moves for the 
"Alay Kay Mayor Marides Fernando 2050-and-below Non-Master Active 
‘Tournament at the Marikina Sports Center recently. Among those 

looking on are (from left) tournament arbiter NM Rudy Ibañez, 
organizing committee chair Joel Gaudia, young masters Jadilyn Fronda, 
Jude Emil Fronda, Fide Master Wesley So and Councilor Bogs Reyes. 


Race 1—1 
Lover 2. 
kalDetonalor 
Here | Come 4. 
Beatitudes 

Race 2—1. Magpakailanman 2. 
Bronte 3. Top of D Line 4. Soy Nu- 
mero Uno 

Race 3—1. Thywilbedone 2. Sir 
Guguy 3. Hazit Coming/The Magi- 
clan 4. Boxster 

Race 4—1. Scud Missile 2. Queen Ва- 
nana 3. Beyond Reach 4. Nitty 


Friendly iit 
ү y 
Met. Race 5-1. Ravishing 


Rally 2. Golden 

Alrica 3. Tiger Winnie. 
4. Diva 5. Fancy Free 

Race 6—1. You and Me 2. Marvelous Jay 
3. Cunning Eagle 4. Storm Princess 

Race 7—1. Pulilan Beauty 2. Decidido 3. 
Habagat 4. Archer 5. Boogie Shoes. 

Race 8—1. Real Black 2. Sugar Ray 
3. Court General 4. Hurry Prince 
5. Mercurian 6. Salamat 
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Mac Cardona. 
welcomed Pumaren's change of 
heart. "We're happy because at 
least we still have the same (bas- 
ketball) system," said the UAAP 
Finals Most Valuable Player.” He 
hasn't talked to the team yet but 
all the players want him back, ja- 
lo na ako (me particularly).1 

AL want to play mas year in the 


нех 


La Sall 


authority to develop La Salle's 


ning coach, Pi 
marily instrumental not only in 
honing his players skills but al- 
soin instilling proper values 
and self discipline. 

more ofa teacher, a dis- 
ciplinarian to his players," said a 

insider. "That's why his 
players are careful to toe t 


gives in to 
fervent appeal 


HE WAS seriously bent on quitting collegiate basketball. 
But the clamor for his comeback was hard to ignore. 
ЧААР under him." 

nd Pumaren recognized 
these sent 


nts. “There's a 


imor from the La Sal 


ty and school offi 


me to come back and I 


re their ap- 


who has served as 


Pum е alle mentor for seven years, 


ision to stay 


ng with Luistro and 


Quebengco on 
as again given full 


PUMAREN, ONE MORE TIME: | have to set aside my personal 
feelings and heed the request. 


n was pri- 
line in every game." 


Itwas rumored during the 
Animo La Salle affair last month 
that Pamaren was going to an- 
nounce his decision to rejoin the 
Archers. But he promised to 
make everything official only af- 
tera meeting with Brother 


ROMY HOMLADA 


Armin, which took place only 
last Thursday. 

The Archers reached the title 
playoffs once and also made it 
tothe Final Four in the only two 
times they failed to win the 
championship under the seven- 
year watch of Pumaren. 


Young Guns 2004 jungolf Tiong Lian 
under way at Southwoods cage tourney 


AN INTERNATIONAL field of a hundred boys and 
girls dispute six division titles in the Young Guns 
2004 junior golf championships teeing off today 
at the Legends course of the Manila Southwoods 
Golf and Country Club in Carmona, Cavite. 

"The homegrown talents will be pitting skills 
against players from regional powerhouse Thai- 
land, Hong Kong. Macau, Korea, Switzerland, 
Sweden, Canada and the United States in the 36- 
hole competition. 

Pattemed after the US Kids World Champi- 
onship in Virginia, the toumey is confined to 
players 12 years and below. One of the players 
centered, Miguel Tabuena, is actually this years 
US Kids winner in the 9 years old division. 

Jennifer Rosales, the country’s pride in the LP- 


GA Tour has been invited to personally award the. 
trophies to the top performers. 

Sponsoring the event are the Intemational 
Container Terminal Services Inc. (ICTSI), Smart 
Kids, Gatorade, Absolute Mineral Water, Golf De- 
potthrough Joey Mendoza, Egay San Luis, Provil, 
Share Exchange and Manila Southwoods. Belle- 
vue in Alabang, is the official hotel 

‘Bong Lopez, the noted swing coach who will 
handle the tournaments operations, noted the 
presence of many talented players, saying thead- 
dition of foreign challengers makes the battle for 
top honors very exciting. 

Organizer Luigi Tabuena said the entry of for- 
eign entries isa big step toward their goal of mak- 
ing the Young Guns a truly international event. 


Claret pips Manila All Japan XI 
for Globe Super Cup semis slot 


MANILA All Japan timed Mapua-Lions, 3-1, 
last Sunday at the Nomads field to help Claret FC. 
advance to the Division 2 semifinals in the NCR- 
FA Globe Handyphone Super Cup football tour- 
палеп 

Claret and Manila All Japan actually finished 
the eliminations with identical 2-win, l-oss 
records but Claret made it because of a higher 
goal difference—6 to 2 

Nomads drew with Onze-Archers, 2-2, to top 
group A with two wins and one draw while 
Knights FC swept all its three games. Edsa FC 
completed the semifinal cast as the second best 


team with six points. 

Division 2 action in the tournament organized 
by the National Capital Region Football Associa- 
tion and sponsored by Globe Handyphone will 
resume on Jan. 8. 

Te will be the Nomads FC against Edsa FC and 
Knights FC against Claret FC in the semifinals. 

Pasagrad spilled NCAA champion San Beda- 
Mendiola, 3-1, in a no-bearing game also last 
Sunday at the Xavier field. 

Pasagrad finished the eliminations with two 
wins and two losses while San Beda-Mendiola 
dropped all its four assignments. 


opens Jan. 8 


THE 29TH season of the Hitachi-sponsored 
Metro Manila Tiong Lian Basketball League 
opens on Jan. 8 with an elaborate ceremony at 
the Chiang Kai Shek College Gym. 

St. Stephen's High School defends its tide 
against the highly competitive field that includes 
last season's runner-up, Xavier School, UNO 
High School, Hope Christian High School and 
host Chiang Kai Shek 

Inaugural matches pit St, Stephen's against 
Xavier School and UNO High School against Chi- 
ang Kai Shek. The sixth member team— St, Jude. 
Catholic School--took a leave of absence. 

"The games will be shown on IBC-13 by Pro- 
‘Ads Marketing headed by president Henry Tan in 
collaboration with caging patron Christian Tan. 

“We believe this is an exciting league with 
good basketball teams parading young cagers 
“with a lot of potential" said Henry Tan. "Thats 
(the reason) why we pooled our resources and 
sought the assistance of our friends, 

“We're very happy that Hitachi agreed to be 
our major sponsor for this league, and we're 
thankful IBC-13 provided us with the airtime for 
the coverage," he added. 

Team coaches include PBA legend Lim Eng 
Beng for Chiang Kai Shek, Goldwyn Monteverde 
for St. Stephen High, former UP Maroon and 
PBL assistant coach Patrick Aquino for Xavier 
School, Mapua Cardinals assistant coach 
Stephen Ong for UNO High and Hapee Team 
‘manager Bernard Yang for Hope Christian High 
School. 
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. SPORTS... 


Raptors gore Nets for Ist 
victory in post-Carter era = 


TORONTO—Lamond Murray 
scored 12 of his 18 points in the 
fourth quarter and the ‘Toronto 
Raptors beat the New Jersey Nets, 
110-99, on Sunday, their first victo- 
ry of the post-Vince Carter era. 
Carter wasn't at the Air Canada Cen- 
ter because Torontos trade with New 
Jersey isnt expected tobe finalized until 
тооп Monday: The Raptors traded their 
biggest star on Friday to the Nets for Erie 
‘Williams, Aaron Williams, Alonzo 
iMouming and two first-round draft 
icis. 


7. Murray who could play more now 
that Carter is gone, recorded his highest 
“scoring game with Toronto. He scored 12 
points as the Raptors began the fourth 
‘quarter ona 17-4run. 

Morris Peterson added 20 points for 
theRaptors. 
Richard Jefferson had 38 points for 
e Nets, 
1 In New York, Jamal Crawford scored 
11 of his 24 points in the final five min- 
‘utes, including a rare four-point play and 


‘TENNIS WINNER: Gaston Gaudio lifts the 
Argentine Cup in Buenos Aires, Sunday. 
Gaudio beat Argentinian countryman David 


Nalbandian in the final. 


A Smashing Finish For The 
UPMG 15* Print Media Cup 


Badminton, he latest sports erae, proved that ifs here to stay as the print medi industry came together jo celebrale their iove forthe 
spor in the receniiy-concluded UPMG 1“ Print Media Cup heid tast Nov. 27, 2004 athe Shendan Badranion Courts. Sportsmanship and EX 


a sweet crossover move that led to a key 
basket in New Yorks victory over Utah. 

Crawfords running floater made it 
90-86 with 27 seconds left, and Stephon 
Marbury two free throws with 64 re- 
maining gave New York a fourpoint 
lead. 

‘Marbury had 19 points and 12 assists, 
Michael Sweemey scored 13 and Kurt 
Thomas grabbed 14 of the Knicks’ 29 re- 
bounds as New York won at home over 
the Jazz for the first time in more than 
eight years. 

‘Matt Harpring scored 21, Raja Bell 
added 20 and Carlos Boozer 19 for the 
Jazz, who dropped their seventh consec- 
‘tive road game. 

Crawford led the Knicks in scoring for 
the 11th time this season and the fourth 
time in the past five games. 

In Miami, Shaquille O'Neal sparked a 
13-point run late in the fourth quarter, 
and Miami won its eighth game in a row. 

"The winning streak is Miami's longest 
since March 1998, and the past four vic- 
tories have come against teams above 


BEUING—China is considering 
abandoning its long-time ban on 
professional boxing as interest in 
the sport grows, state media said 
Monday. 

Once regarded asa "dangerous 
sport" and outlawed by the com- 
munists soon after they took 
power in 1949, national profes- 
sional matches may again be 
hosted, said Chang Jianping, 
president of the Chinese Boxing 
Association (CBA). 

He said the issue was being 
"seriously" discussed, Xinhua 
news agency reported. 

The CBA was not immediately 
available for comment. 

Bosings growing popularity was 


«*-i 


2500. The Heat trailed for much of the 
game and were down 103-102 with five 
minutes left before O'Neal helped them 
surgeahead. 

O'Neal finished with 27 points. Eddie. 
Jones went 840710 and scored 25 

points. Dwyane Wade added 22 despite 
missing 14 of 20 shots. 

Steve Francis led Orlando with 31 
points, many on acrobatic, slashing 
shots. Cuttino Mobley had 22 points, and 
Grant Hill 20 for the Magic, who lost de- 
spite shooting 51 percent. 

In Sacramento, California, Peja Sto- 
jekovic scored 21 points, and Sacramen- 
to pulled away in the second half for a 
blowout victory over New Orleans. 

1t was another long night for the Hor- 
nets, who at 2:21 have the worst record 
in the NBA. New Orleans has lost two 
sraightand 13 of 14. 

Brad Miller had 17 points, nine re- 
bounds and six assists for the Kings, who 
played their reserves most of the fourth 
(quater and recorded their biggest mar- 
gin of victory this season. Chris Webber 


sat out because ofa sore left knee, 

Den Dickau and BJ. Brown each 
scored 14 points for New Orleans. 

In Los Angeles, Pau Gasol scored six of 
his 20 points in the final 5:05 and Jason 
Wiliams added a pair of 3-pointers 
down the stretch to lift Memphis. 

Mike Miller's fourth 3-pointer of the 
game and 500th of his career capped a 
13-2 run that turned a two-point deficit 
into an 85-79 lead for Memphis with 
3:06 to play. 

The Clippers have lost five straight 
and six of seven, following an 11-7 start, 
todrop under 500 for the rst time since 
Nov.21. 

It also was their sixth straight defeat 
against the Grizzlies, including a four- 
game sweep last season, 

Corey Maggette scored 22 points for 
the Clippers. 


BOBBY Simmons of the LA Cli 
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China mulls lifting 
of pro boxing ban 


evidenced by the large crowds at a 
recent WBA Pan Asian and Pacific 
super heavyweight title match be- 
tween New Zealand's Peter Kariuki 
and Dutchman Maneno Oswald in 
southwestern China's Kunming city. 

While national boxing tourna- 
ments are still outlawed, China 
permits the hosting of intema- 
tional bouts, and has so far held 
three such events. 

Amateur boxing is already le- 
gal and Chinese sluggers are 
making strides on the world 
stage, with Zou Shiming claiming 
the country's first Olympic boxing 
medal in Athens when he won 
bronze in the light flyweight 
(48kg) class. AFP 


ADNINTEON CUP 


BADMINTON € 


camaraderie were the stars of the day as the participants had a good ime and formed lasing bonds of rendeip and brotherhood. 


Congratulations to the winners: 


Mixed Doubles Level A 

"Maa Teresa DavidRommel Dita (Sheridan) - Champion 

* Annalyn Delgado Gutierez Phl tr fst Runner-Up 
+ Ana Flame Abentavado Phil. Sar) 2nd Runner Up 


Mixed Doubles Level B. 


Women's Doubles Level A 

“Aina Bringas Maria Teresa Dayan (Sheridan) - Champion 
+Сайу EscasiasElen Missioner (has Pubhing)~ 1st Runner-Up 
+ Kathy Коала! Pangarungan (Atas Publishing) - nd Runner-Up 


Women's Doubles Level B. 


Beijing Olympic organizers 
vow all-electric cars, buses 


BEWING--When spectators and athletes ar- 
rive in Beijing for the 2008 Olympics they will 
be shuttled around in an all-electric fleet of 
cars and buses, state media said Monday. 

‘The Chinese capital has promised a “Green 
Olympics" and the vehicles are aimed at living 
upto that commitment. 

Some 5,000 cars, 1,100 minibuses and 

2,000 other buses are expected to be powered 
by electricity and produce zero pollution by 
2008, the China Daily said. 


The vehicles will run along main traffic 
lanes to the Olympic Games Village, from the 
village to competition venues and within the 
Games village. 

Since 2002 the city has implemented a se- 
ries of green measures, including increased 
use of natural gas, tougher energy efficiency 
standards and a cleaner bus and taxi fleet 

Beijing, however, still has much to do 
ahead of the Games with a thick, gritty haze 
often blanketing the capital AFP 


Guiriba smashes nat'l 
mark; Danila to SEAG 


BACOLOD CITY—Lambert Guiri- 
ba started the Philippine Amateur 
‘Swimming Association national 
tryout on a high note with a 
record-setting effort in the boys” 
15-17 50-meter fly event on Sun- 
day at the Panaad Olympic Pool 
here. 

Guiriba, an Asean age-group 
veteran, clocked 25.98 seconds 
to shatter the 26.81 RP stan- 
dard set by De La Salle Universi- 
ty's Benjamin Uy in 2001 and 
share the limelight with Sydney 
Olympic veteran Liza Danila. 

The 21-year-old Danila sur- 
passed the SEA Games qualify- 


+ Grae Beraly Garcia (РК Маш] - Champion 


+ Roxy ArabiaMacky Viray (Ras Publstng)- tst Runner-Up 


+ Sheryl ArclreDave Loyola (Brand Asa] 1nd Runner-Up 


Mixed Doubles Level С 
+ Rina Dyoj Sansano Eure RSCG) - Champion 
+ Ela Federigan! Alexie Yu (FCB) ~ ft Runner-Up 


+ Rony rabies Polo (as Putting) — Champlon 
“Tana Wendcalea Campo Pi Sr) ft Runner Up 
* Laita ora ете Madayag PO) - 2rd Rana 


Women's Doubles Level C 


Ma Chrisie FrancaMa. Ceca Francisco (alaya) - Champion 
«Anionet QuiiNora Estarisizo UeCanxp. Comp) - si Runer UR 


«Luzviminda Вало одот Esguera Ма. andar] 2d Runner Up Ону Manases Alejo DT н Runner Up 


Men's Doubles Level A 


Men's Doubles Level B. 


ing time of 1:07.38 by clocking 
1:07.00 in the female 100-me- 
ter backstroke. She became the 
first qualified female swimmer 
for next year’s Manila South- 
east Asian Games. 

Danila was followed by Iya Pe 
with a time of 1:17.21 and Clau- 
dine Chionglian with 1:17.25 in 
the four-day event that serves 


as the first qualifying round for 
the 2005 SEA Games. 

Jonas Ramos wound up sec- 
ond to Guiriba in 29.53 while 
JC Kalaw finished third in 
31.46. 

Eleven-year-old Banjo Borja 
achieved the automatic qualify- 
ing time of 1:10.92 in the 100- 
meter backstroke with a 
1:10.14 clocking for the boys 
11-12 class. He beat Alfred Ra- 
maila (1:11.01) and Joshua De- 
samero (1:12.11). 

More than 100 tankers, rep- 
resenting 14 clubs from Manila, 
Mindoro, Iloilo, Cebu and host 
Negros ‘Occidental, attended 
the tournament hosted by the 
Western Visayas ‘Amateur 
Swimming Association presid- 
ed by Philip Lacson and the 
Children's Swimming Founda- 
tion. 

Pasa president Monchito Па- 
gan and Secretary General Chi- 
to Rivera also graced the event, 


Т]. Gener Godoytoel Estrada (Mas Publishing) - Champion 
* Alex BartolayAlefandro Grave V (Sheridan) tst Runner-Up 


+ Rey Gacarusencio Bera (PAP) - Champion 

* Dionisio GacitAmolé Mendiola UNDA - 1st Rumerdip 
+ Alan DyMeivin Madrid EURO-RSOG) - 2nd Runner-Up 
Men’s Doubles Level С 

< Catto MercadolBong Viray (PD!) - Champion 


| Olympic champ sells 


NANG Me 


+ Rex LoperJoseph Velasquez (DDB Phil - 1з! Runner Up 
+ Roger PelChrisval Santos (008 Phil) - 2nd Runner-Up 


Sono f ha highs o he grand wen were o 
Publisher's Cup Бам doutes teams kom Be UPG 


Me Han Dy ad He. Medid ousted ве UPMG tam of 
e dto Adaba and Me Danis Ang. Thre was оа 


and Во Аз and KEP. In Ре UPMG vs ABS-CBN mund, Me. demonsiratoa by badminton legend Coach Enol Chan 


Maus Belmonte and Ms. Sandy Pen kom fe UPMG 
camp won ovar Gro Елу end Ms. Shan Oog of 
ABS-CBN. In tha UPMG vs AA's maich, 4As Dream Team 


The table is full, 
not with the 


which tes ба amateur and novica players эйе added 
ps ad ks тине Бег game, Rafe przes were aiso 
‘awarded, assung Bat o one А те even eg handed 


Бой medal for $83T 


WARSAW—Olympic swim- 
ming champion Otylia Jedrze- 
jezak auctioned her gold medal 
197 257,550 zlotys ($82,770) 
on Sunday, Poland's PAP news 
agency reported. 

Jedrzejczak won the wom- 


en's 200-meter butterfly title 
at the Athens Games in Au- 
gust and finished second in 


the 400 freestyle and 100 
butterfly, 

‘The money raised from the 
sale of her medal will go to a 
children's cancer clinic. 

Poland's State Mint has of- 
fered to make a solid gold 
replica of the medal for the 20- 
year-old. The original medal 
was gold plated. Reuters 


out ер! 
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prs .. ENTERTAINMENT... . 2 
1 year later, the fun continues at Funnside 


THE BAR, then called Funny Side, — Thebarsgrandsplitleveldesign the mood architecture working оп Funnside owners and concept ar- starts as early as 5:30 p.m., when 

opened along Timog Avenue in Que. can accommodate more than 300 your senses—thanks to architect chitects. you may partake of the "barkada- 

gon City exactlya year ago. Today, it guests, and non-smokers need not Toru Tasai, the Japanese genius be Funnside has a consumable en- han treat,” a drinkceat-all-you-can 

has morphed, dropping the “у” from rush tothe restrooms oroutsidethe hind Funnside's interiors, Funn- trance fee of P300. The fun actually promo for only P299. 

its original name and aspiring to , building for a gasp of smoke-free side's interiors allow it to be a 

offer “total entertainment.” ай. classy restaurant, concert and 
"Funnside was de- ^ A me stage is back- recital venue, acoustic bar, func- ANG TANGING HERO 

signed to redefine the to- “a SHOW dropped by a gigantic tion place, and even a fashion show 

tal concept of fun as we - video wall for total multi- site, in one vast, well-designed lo- NG BAYANE 

know it," says promotions TIME: media ambiance. The cation. Ы 

manager Michele de Guz- ёч 4 dance floor reminds you _Funnside also offers the best of 

man. Architecture, cui- of the flashy disco days Euro-Asian cuisine, courtesy of 

sine, sound and lighting designs when Travolta strutted his stuff. culinary guru Marites Gutierrez, 

were considered in reinventing the If you feel time-warped within the equally famous daughter of ac- 

bar with опе goal in mind: Ёа. Funnside's cavernous walls, that’s tress Gloria Romero. 

“Fun isn't limited to what 
nightlife provides,” says De Guz- NA 
man, who also happenstobeoneof @ 
Funnside's regular singers. 

“Рип is also getting what your 
palate wants and deserves, and 
that’s what we offer—fun food.” 

Funnside celebrates its first an- 

niversary today, Dec. 21. After only 
a year's operation, Funnside boasts 
of having hosted the best local 
artists such as Paolo Santos, Janine 
Desiderio, Nyoy Volante, Dessa, 
Vernie Varga, Kyla, Luke Mejares, 
De Guzman, Lloyd Umali, Sheryn 
Regis and Allona, as well as the 
bands Dynasouls, Men of Blue 
Blood (MOBB), Dream Sequence, 
Miguel Vera and the Native Acous- 
tics, Men Called Horse, Rockin’ Re- 
vival and Moonstrucks. 

Those who equate fun with 
hearty laughter will find their fa- 
vorite stand-up acts at Funnside, 
like Porkchop, Norman Mitchell, 

~ Joy Viado, Aekaye and other: 

Food, music and entertainment 

have never been this fun, thanks to 
FRIDAY NIGHT at Funnside Great Power Entertainment Corp., 


55 child-friendly shows cited 


From page A27 


selected shows, not 


only as a badge of җе, 
honor, but also аза 1 |! 
seal of "good house- 


keeping,” indicating CINEMA 
to parens that the 
programs cited, while 


produced by аби | Is time to watch the year's yx** + 


‘can still be viewed by 
most excellent films! x* 


children. 

We trust that the 

viewing public will pa- ж 
tronize the 55 shows 

that have gotten the 


* * 
Mess ese | Catch the most awaited annual x 


othe roducers will i i 1 * 
aber produces wil | event in local film industry! № 


shows can enjoy good 
ratings, апй finance 
the production of more 
good programs. 
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of the Phoenix.” 

When he and his i jl 
co-pilot are sent to эт спу marilao 
‘Mongolia to evacuate ээн. 
the staff of an oil ex- S NUN 
ploration operation ў 
that has been shut 
down, they have no А. атта TT, 
idea that the “rou- 
tine” operation will ПЅАҮАЅ AND MINDANAO 

life-and- " "il a 
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an incredible rebirth, in w 
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LIKE kids eagerly awaiting the com- 
ing of Santa, we in show biz dread the 
thought of laying our own version of 
Santa Claus, FPJ, to rest. But just like 
Christmas, FPJ's trip to heaven can- 
not be stopped. 

The past days of FPJ's wake were 
more frenzied than all the Christmas 


MO 


NOW SHOWING 


навою 
3 &KUMAR 


ELS 


THE POLAR 
4 Чуну BROGET JONES: 
| THEEDGE OF REASON 


"220, 240, 300,720.00 


BAD SANTA 
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At the Activity Center 
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GLORIETTA AYALA CENTER 


BLNSIAUTOMATIC CENTER. 


Ty ESKWELA SHOW 
"Deceetar 186 28,2008 


BENCH CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
FEAT. Decanter 20,2001 


OGIE ALCASID 
December 2.2008 


Exterranmenr LIVE! 
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GREENBELT 2: MUSIC STYLES FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
puenGREENBELT 2: MUSIG STYLES opm | EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY 8 SUNDAYS 
VERY THURSDAYS ТО SUNG? ERGE тз | unli December 26, 200pm, Greenbel 3 Park 


REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents OH ROMEO 
at REP's GLOBE THEATER - January 14 to 30, 2005 


Visit tne New Ayala Museum located beside Gre 
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Ayala MUSEUM 


: purchase-of à Gree nbe 
cket entitles,you to 
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“Give them the gift 
of total entertainment. 


4 Ayala Cinemas Ticket 
7 Timezone Passes 
4 Taters/Chimara 


‘Available їп ali Tators/Chimara and Ayala Cinemas. 
Giorlotta 1 & 4; Groonbelt 1 & 3, Alabang Town Canter and Ayala Center Coby 


CUSTOMER SERVICE TEXT HOTLINE 0917-8095900 * CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE: Glor 
erholt - 757-4853: from Iam to VZmn * Alabang Town Center - 84 
o. (032 231-5342 loc 324 * AYALA CINEMA LINKS: For screening 
sre ол seals yang SURESEATS G83 or SURESEATS GA о 253 (ee) 
fea on o worwsuraseatscom for wob reservations- 
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LI 
‘Movie Theatres of the New Millenium 
Cinema 2000 Target Mall 
(Sta. Resa, Lagana) te! (049) 637.0925. 
1 пению 


RESERVED 
RESERVED 


Lianas MovieCity 
(Gaara) tel (49) 585.7202 
AFTER THE SUNSET 
SAAT 

SEED OF CHUCKY 

SAVED 

THe GRUDGE 


Mega Center Mall 
i. (Cabanatuan City) tel (044) 4633283 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
alama) tel (049) 545.7383 


AFTER THE SUNSET 
SAVED 
THEGRUOGE 
SEED OF CHUCKY 


1 
im 
EI 
4 


Fiesta World Май! 


(Lipa) te (043) 381.0790 
PASIAN, 
ALEXANDER 

SKY CAPTAIN 

‘SEED OF CHUCKY 


Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 
‘Bian tel (09) 411.146 


JHE GRUDGE 
THE INCREDIBLE 
SEED OF CHUCKY 
CHRISTMAS WITHA KRANK. 


Cinema2000Cinemagix | c; 
(Ore) ters sese | Cinema 200 Metratown 
Pass 

GELLAR 

nanona. TREASURE 
mt 


1 FOREVER MY LOVE 
2 POLAR EXPRESS 
Bon NATIONAL TREASURE 


CINE EDI Өө: ө ө өөө eve 


: MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


—— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


TERTAINMENT сен 
“Panaghoy” 


is a feast 


rush ever. After ай the Yuletide carols 
are sung and all the FPJ eulogies аге 
said, may the true gifts of the season 
and the deeper meaning of FPJ's life 
and death remain in our hearts. 


Meticulous Cesar 

TWAS able to watch the first shooting 
day of "Panaghoy sa 
Suba (Call of the Riv- 
et)” in Bohol. Its CM 
(Cesar. Montano) 
Films official entry in. 
the Metro Manila 
Film Festival. I saw 
how meticulous Ce- 
sar was as a director. 

He made sure ev- 
ery minute detail was 
covered, like the 
tight shot of a 
tampipi_ carried by 
‘one of the extras. To 
ease the stress on the 
set, he even kidded 
his assistants, "Imag- 
ine we are making an 
ad to sell that tampipi 
DARKNESS as if it were made by 
CE MISSED CALL Louis Vuitton ог 

тю Coach." 

Cesar may be a se- 
rious director, but he 
knows when his staff 
needs some lighten- 
ing. 

The river in the 
film is Bohol's en- 
chanting Loboc Riv- 
Centre Plaza Cinema ll. er! never miss taking 

(Balanga, Baan tl (047)257.7007 Mj а riverboat cruise 

252225 and having lunch 

SHARK TALE aboard the floating 

, resto, complete with 

Cinema 2000 Waltermart merry musikeros ser- 

[o enading the passen- 

1 КЛ gers with Pinoy folk 
2 POLAR EXPRESS 


songs, every time 1 
san. SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 
ы amies visit Bohol. 1 am a 


Manila girl by birth 
but а Boholana by 
choice. 


Jade Cinema 
‘gles City) tel (045) 87500203 


lom ‘OUT OFREACH 
2 MINO HUNTERS 
EI E 

THEGHOST 


“Cine Nepo 
(oe Cy) tel (065) 07. 


MINSAR Pa 


Cine Nepo 

(Dagupan City) tel (075) 515.8489 
PASIYAM 

изн 

NATIONAL TREASURE 

POLAR ENPRES 


Unusual love 


OSA 


1 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 

2 DARKNESS 

3 BUKAS MAY UMAGA 

4 SUPERBABIES: BABY GENIUSES 2 
5 THE FORGOTTEN 


LIPA 


(049) 837-0907 


SAAC ARADINIACG: T 
DASMARINAS (is aen: 

1 BUKAS MAY UMAGA 

2 THE FORGOTTEN 

3 CELLULAR 

4MAY 

5 DARKNESS 


1 TAX! 


1 NANG NAK 

2 BIRTH 

3MAY 

4 SHREK2 

5 NATIONAL TREASURE 
6 NED KELLY 


-BACOLOD 


1CELLULAR 

2AFTER THE SUNSET 

3 NATIONAL TREASURE. 

4 THE POLAR EXPRESS. 

5 BRIDGET JONES 2 

6 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS. 


4TAXI 


(034) 443.0463. 
(0м) 44.0460 


5SAW 


Al'Year Round. 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass 
to the Hottest Seats in town. 


Get Special discounts fx ийше purses! 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
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4 ALEXANDER 

2 PA-SIYAM 

3 BRIDGET JONES 2 
4 ОМЕ MISSED CALL 
5 SEED OF CHUCKY 


ANGELES 


2 THE GRUDGE 
3 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 
4OUTOF REACH 


Hepe STARMILLS 


1THE SIN 
2 BUKAS MAY UMAGA 
3 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 


5 AFTER THE SUNSET 
6 DARKNESS 


ILOILO 


4. WHITE CHICKS 

2 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 
3 NATIONAL TREASURE 

4 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 


6 DARKNESS 


story 

“Panaghoy Sa Su- 
ba" is an unusual love 
story set during the 
Japanese occupation 
of a remote village in 
Central Visayas. А riv- 
er is its main thor- 
oughfare and peo- 
ples lives ebb and 
flow with the waters. 
The sory is told 
mainly in Cebuano, 
with its many colorful. 
and varied cross-cul- 
tural characters por- 
traying the twists and 
cums of a romantic 
Visayan slice of life, 

Duróy (Cesar) is 
attracted to a lovely 
lass, Istt (Juliana 
Palermo), the obedi- 
ent child of material- 
istic parents who are 
bent on improving 
their lot. She there- 
fore attracts. suitors 
who might help her 
achieve this 

John Smith (Phil 
Anthony) is an 
American doing both 
legal and illegal busi- 
ness in the village, 
and is her employer; 
and Fumio Ohkohara 
(Jackie Woo) is a 
handsome Japanese 
officer tasked to head. 
the occupation of the. 
area. 

Ошбу defers his 
courtship of Isét due 
to his younger broth- 
ers obsession with 
her. The brother, Ib 
(Reiven Bulado), acci- 
dentally gets killed in 
а mad, suicidal fit of 
jealousy against 
Smith. Duróy wants to 
exact revenge and re- 
tribution, but war in- 
tervenes. 


Who wins? 

Duroy joins a band 
of guerillas and later 
becomes their leader 
mainly because of his 
talent in creating in- 
novative — fighting 
methods, After a se- 
ries of sorties, he 
leads a final assault 
on the Japanese and 
effects the release of 
his younger sister 
and fellow villagers 
from a river prison. 
"They also succeed in 
annihilating the 
Japanese forces. 

Isét is appalled at 
the brutality of the 


(045) 892-2348 


(045) 875-1027 
(049) te 5270 


(033) 396-8070 
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VIEWERS who keep complaining about the 


lack of child-friendly shows on local TV ! 


screens should take heart in the fact that the 
Southeast Asian Foundation for Children’s 
‘Television has found programs fit to sport its 
Anak TV Seal. 

Last Dec. 16, the 55 shows were honored 
during ceremonies at Café Mischka in Quezon 
City. 

Thevarious TV networks that are members 
of SEAFCTV also formally presented the 
newest spokesperson of their cause, Mikee 
Cojuangco Jaworski. 

Screenings and evaluation sessions were 
held for months by almost 2,000 jurors all 
over the country, to sift through the 130 en- 
tries from 11 networks and come up with the 
55 "seal-worthy" programs. 

he screenings were held mostly in the 
Visayas and Mindanao with the help of Ne- 
gros Navigation and Cebu Pacific. 

‘Additionally, nearly 300 jurors represent- 
ing various disciplines deliberated during the 
final rounds to come up with the list of win- 
mers. 

‘This year's total is deemed significant be- 
cause its the biggest number of shows cited 
since the Anak TV Seal was launched in 2000. 

The year's most family-friendly and child- 
sensitive shows are: 

‘ABS-CBN—'Wansapanataym,” "Sineskwe- 
1a,” "Math Tinik,” “Detek Kids," "Bear in the 
Big Blue House,” “EpollApple” and “100 
Deeds of Eddie McDowd." 

ABC—"Island Flavors,” "Campus TV" 
"Gourmet Everyday" "Mommy Academy" 
“Chikiting Patrol” and "Tutubi Patrol." 

GMA—"Wish Ko Lang,” "Happy Tales," 
“Blue's Clues,” "Dora the Explorer,” "Kay Su- 


‘Panaghoy’ is 


thers collaboration with them, and she de- 
cides to join the guerillas. But she is not readi- 
ly welcome. She must first prove her worth as 
a woman and asa Filipino. 

What appears to be a battle won in love and. 
in war takes a strange twist with the rerum of 
the American suitor. Who does the woman 
Choose?. 

Durdy, after getting rid of the ghosts of his 
troubled and deprived past, decides for every- 
one else: He answers the insistent call of the 
river 


Afeast 

‘The film is both a visual and aural feast, in- 
corporating panoramas of the Visayan land- 
scape, flora and fauna, customs and mores, 


fene азва pasaya, | 


а | 
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С ENTERTAINMENT 
55 child-friendly shows cited 


VIEWFINDER 


Кашы. 


Nestor U. Torre 


san Tayo,” “Unang Hirit” and "Pet Ko." 

RPN—"Road Trip," “Island Life,” “Biya- 
heng Langit,” "Signs and Wonders,” "Asin at 
Taw," “Payo ni Doc,” "What Would Jesus Do?” 
“Spongebob and Square Pants,” “As Told by 
Ginger" and “The Wild Thornberries." 

ZOE Broadcasting—"Serbisyo Legal” and 
“PJM Forum." 

IBC—"Entrepinoy,” “Good Take,” “А Taste 
of Life" and “Quiz Bee.” 

Studio 23—"Breakfast,” “Sports TV" "Kiss 
the Cook,” "Seventh Heaven,” “Bayani,” 
“Game Plan,” “In Fitness and In Health,” "Ні. 
rayamanawari,” “Team Explorer" and "Digital 
Tour" 

Net 25—'Sky Trackers,” “Euromaxx,” 
"Convergence Reloaded," "The Planet," "Ur- 
ban Peasant,” "Arts 21," "Between the Lions,” 
"New Yankee Workshop" and "Tomorrow To- 
day" 

Directors, producers and hosts of the win- 
ning shows were honored during the cere- 
monies last Dec. 16. 

The awarding rites coincided with the 
worldwide celebration of the International 
Children’s Day of Broadcasting, and the peri 
од earmarked by Malacafiang as Responsible 
‘Media Week. 

‘The Anak TV Seal is proudly “worn” by the 

55 CHILD-FRIENDLY/ A25 


a feast „= 


period idioms and expressions, unmitigated 
romance and intense drama, moments of 
fierce action and suspense, and ot 

ments of quality filmmaking that appeal to 
both local and international audiences. 

Only the latest technology in sound engi- 
neering and visuals, including English subti- 
tles, is utilized. 

Caridad Sanchez, Joel Torre, Daria 
Ramirez, Ronnie Lazaro, Suzette Ranillo, 
Rommel Montano, Ramon Villanueva, 
Warfe Engracia, Chelo Espina and the 
award-winning former child actor Rebecca 
Lusterio lend able support to the main cast of 
actors. 

For feedback, етай: wateringholeshangri- 
la@yahoo.com or dollyanne@truefaithband com) 
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WIN A 817 COLOR TV! 


Novellino 


Italian Wines 


NOVELLINO takes pleasure in bringing a 
ten-piece ensemble from the 


Manila Philharmonic Orchestra 


оп a tour of malls. 


SCHEDULE OF PERFORMANCES 


December 4 
December 5 
December 7 3:00 p.m. 
December9 3:00 p.m. 
December 12 5:00 p.m. 
December 13 7:00 p.m. 
December 14 4:00 p.m. 
December 16 3:00 p.m. 
December17 5:00 p.m. 
December17 7:00 p.m. 
December 18 5:00 p.m. 
December 20 4:00 p.m. 
December 21 5:00 p.m. 
December23 4:00 p.m. 
December28 5:00 p.m. 


5:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 


MANILA 


Robinsons Starmills Pampanga 
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NE Pacific Mall 
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‘Crying Lad 


ies 


wins in India 
film festival | 


#CRYING Ladies” won the Best Asian 
Film and, for its first-time writer-di 

tor Mark Meily, the Best Director prize 
at the 9th International Film Festival of 
Kerala, the southernmost state of India, 
оп Dec. 17. 

; Although India is best known for Bol- 
lywood, a dynamic film industry that 
сап rival Hollywood, Kerala is a forum. 
for more artistic, less formulaic (*non- 
mainstream”) pursuits. 

Kerala, a known hub for intellectuals 
and film enthusiasts, has always cham- 
pioned “world cinema.” 

“Crying Ladies” as the Best Asian 
Film winner is also the recipient of the 
Netpac Award—the Network for the 
‘Promotion of Asian Cinema. 


Luminaries from international cine- 
ma graced the Kerala festival, including 
guests Christopher Doyle, the cine- 
matographer of “Happy Together,” 
“Hero,” and 2046"; Tsai Ming Liang, 
the Talwanese director of "What Time is 
It There?" and Abbas Kiarostami, a 
renowned Iranian director. 

Among the jurors in this years com- 
petition was Paul Leduc, the acknowi- 
‘edged leader of the Mexican new wave. 

Nine movies competed for the top 
prize, but over 200 films were screened 
this year, 

Director Mark Meily is very excited 
about his debut movie's latest achieve- 
ment. 

"It gave them a Fresh perspective of 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


BAWLINGIN “BOLLYWOOD.” Pia Ladies," starring (from left) Angel 
Aquino, Sharon Cuneta and Hilda Koronel, continues to bring good news. 


the Philippines,” he told Iuquinen Enter- 
taininent yesterday. “That there's more 
to our country than what they hear on 
the news, the kidnappings and the ter 
rorism. That we also make heartwarm- 
ing, poignant movies.” 

Melly is wrapping up work on his sec- 
‘ond film, "Pasyon USA,” starring Robin 
Padilla and co-produced by Sharon 
Cuneta for Unite 

“Crying Ladies,” thie runaway winner 


in last year’s Metro Manila Film Festi- 
val, has similarly made waves in other 
foreign film festivals, including Montre- 
al, Hamburg, and Brussels. 

In the Brussels festival, lead star 
Sharon Cuneta clinched the Best Ac- 
tress trophy at the 31st International 
Festival of Independent Film. 

The Meily movie is also slated to be 
showcased at the Palm Springs Interna- 
tional Film Festival in January. 
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Borlaza 
predicts 
‘blockbuster’ 
in FPJ rites 


By Nini Valera 


THE EARLIER attacks by Fernando Poe Jr's 
widow Susan Roces on the administration 
and the media were only the beginning of the 
unraveling of the truth, according to a movie 
director, 

“She can't be stopped,” Emmanuel Borlaza 
told Inouinen Entertainment in Filipino in a 
phone interview yesterday. "What we saw of 
her last week is merely a trailer to a block- 
buster that opens Tuesday night.” 

He is referring to tonight's necrological ser- 
vices by movie industry people for FPJ. 

Borlaza noted how FPJ's widow, the usual- 
lycalm and soft-spoken Swanie (Susan's nick- 
name among industry people), lashed at the 
broadcast conglomerate ABS-CBN for what 
she described as unfair reporting. 

"You must have heard also how she re- 
ferred to some of the sympathizers,” Borlaza 
said. “She said they know who they are and if 
they are sincere.” 

Borlaza said FPJ had died of a broken 
heart. 

FPJ reportedly had turned down millions 
of pesos in campaign contributions during his 
presidential bid and had asked his supporters 
to return these to the donors. But talk has per- 
sisted that not all the money was returned but 
was instead pocketed by some of the people 
who were running his campaign, 

“Knowing FPJ, he could not take this be- 
trayal," Borlaza said. "He was sensitive man. 
He would not have been a great actor if he 
‘were not sensitive. As FPJ, he could not show 
rage. He could not shout and punch these 
people. He probably just kept everything to 
himself.” 

Borlaza also recalled how FPJ had played a 
harmless joke on him. 

“We bumped into each other in Los Baños,” 
he narrated. "I was location hunting for a 
movie, I asked him who I could call to write a 
script for me. He told me to look up Ronwaldo 
Reyes. I old him 1 had never heard of the guy. 
But he assured me that he was a good writer. 
and a nice man. So I remembered the name. 

"Back in Manila, | began to ask around, 1 
told the people I asked that it was FPJ who 
had recommended Ronwaldo Reyes to me. 
They laughed, and told me who Ronwaldo 
Reyes was.” 

Ronwaldo Reyes was the pseudonym that 
FPJ had used to write and direct his movies, 

"Remember the congress of the movie in- 
dustry workers last October?" said Borlaza. 
“FPJ was the first to contribute, and he was 
one of the first people to arrive at the venue, 
But he didn't stay long. He only wanted to see 
that everything was all right. That's very FPJ.” 

Borlaza is referring to the first congress of 
the Nagkakaisang Manggagawa ng Peliku- 
Jang Pilipino held on Oct. 16 at the Amoranto 
Multi-Purpose Hall in Quezon City. The 
congress was attended by hundreds of movie 
industry workers—from big stars to movie 
house checkers, 


RETROSPECT 


IN AWARD-WINNING PLAY 

Hans Montenegro in multiple roles, 
Apreal Tolentino and REtroSPECT 
(above) star in “Single Brown Female,” 
an award-winning play by Jose Victor 
Torres, at the Metro Concert Bar in 
Quezon City until tomorrow night, Dec. 
22, JM Castro, also of REtroSPECT, 
directs. Produced by Puppethouse Inc., 
“Single Brown Female" is set in the'70s 
andis the story of Lara, who makes and 
sells babies for a living. She gives birth to 
nine children, all of whom she gives away. 
REtroSPECT will perform classic '70s 
music to depict each scene's soul. The 
play also stars David Granado, Michelle 
Bustamante and Kids at Work. Tickets 
are P300. Call Zayra or Connie, 0919- 
3115499; 0927-6731524, or Julie at 820- 
1128 or 029-6216. Show time is 9:30 p. 
Proceeds will go to Lift B.A.B.L.E.S, an 
NGO helping children cope with rare liver 
diseases. The play is sponsored by the 
PCSO, Skechers, Skechers Time, 
Creative Pixel Digital Photography, Toys 
for the Boys magazino, ОМК Gym. 
Parafiaque, Smart Image Graphics, 
Picture Card Glorietta and Blaze 105.9 
FM, 
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ADB sees RP growth at robust 5. 


CURRENCIES 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


GOLD: $441.10-441.60 
per ounce Hong Kong Dec 20.2004 


STOCK MARKET 
Shares endlower 


SHARE ended 
lower yesterday, 
"weighed down 
by aspate of 
negative corporate and eco- 
nomic news, traders said. | 


NOVEMBER DECEMBER 


PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 


The benchmark 30-compa- 
ny Philippine Stock Exchange 
Index finished down 20.08. | | 
points, or 1.1 percent, at Easirerteenasuum 
1,786.25, after shedding 0.8 

Ed (See stock market report on Page B6) 

"Metro Pacific was among the most actively traded stocks, down 8 
percent at 35 centavos. 

‘Shortly before the session ended, Metro Pacific confirmed an In- 
ошен report that creditor Metropolitan Bank obtained a court-ap- 
proved foreclosure order on Metro Pacific's remaining 10-hectare 
property inside the Bonifacio Global City and 20 condominium units in 
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Gov’t seen 
gaining from 
Masinloc sale 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


IF THE $561-million sale of National Power 
Corp.'s Masinloc power plant is lopsided, the 
government is on the favorable end. 

‘This was the statement of Power Sector As- 
sets and Liabilities Management Corp., whose 
president, Raphael PM Lotilla, yesterday said 
the government stood to earn about half a bil- 
lion pesos if the buyer did not meet the re- 
quirements of the contract. 

was reacting to doubts that the win- 
ning bidder, the little-known Filipino-Aus- 
tralian consortium of YNN Corp., had the fi- 
nancial muscle to see the transaction through 
toits completion. 

“What initially protects the governments 
interest is an irrevocable letter of credit in the 
amount of $9 million (about P500 million), 
which would be forfeited if the bidder fails to 
put up a performance bond of $11.2 million,” 
the PSALM chief said. 

“In turn, the performance bond could be 
forfeited if (YNN) fails to come up with the 
40-percent upfront fee of $224 million upon 
closing of the contract,” he added. 

Lotilla said the $9 million was a better 
gauge of the seriousness and financial capa- 
bility of the bidder than the capitalization of 
the company. 

Ie was earlier reported that YNN groups Fil- 
ipino firm SunnySun, which has a paid-up 
capitalization of P600,000, and its Australian 
partner, which has a market capitalization of 
$10 million. 

“Undercapitalization relative to the bid 
price is not unexpected among bidding 
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Wrong ‘Pacific’ 
‘THE FIRST Pacific Co. Ltd. referred to in yes- 
terday's Cocktales column is neither the same 
firm listed on the stock exchange of Hong 
Kong, nor is it the parent company of Metro 
Pacific Corp., according to Manuel М Pangili- 
an managing director of First Pacific Co. 
Ltd. 

‘The First Pacific firm mentioned in Cock- 
tales is currently embroiled in legal proceed- 
ings in Hong Kong. 

"That First Pacific referred to has the compa- 
ny number 7009 and is an entity incorporated 
in St, Vincent, British West Indies, Pangilinan 
pointed out. 

“The British West Indies company is not a 
subsidiary, an affiliate, or an associate of 
First Pacific Co. (FPC) Ltd., and has no rela- 
tionship whatsoever with FPC," Pangilinan 
said. 

He explained that FPC was “incorporated 
in Bermuda and listed on the Stock Ex- 
change of Hong Kong Ltd. with stock code 
142.” 

Pangilinan explained that the column cre- 
ated the impression that PPC “is engaged 
legal activities that are now subject to legal 
action in Hong Kong.” 

“We must point out that the proceedings 
against the British West Indies company were 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINE economy will likely grow by 5.9 percent this year, but the ex- 
pansion will slow down to 4.7 percent in 2005 due to a more difficult global 
environment, according to a regional report released by the Asian Develop- 


ment Bank yesterday. 


In its December issue of Asia Economic 
Monitor, which used global forecasts made by 
London-based think tank Consensus Eco- 
nomics, the ADB said East Asia would register 
its best economic growth since the 1997 cur- 
rency turmoil. (See story on this page.) 

Supported by strong personal consump- 
tion, and to a lesser extent exports, the ADB 
report upgraded the outlook for the Philip- 
pines’ gross domestic product (GDP) follow- 
ing a better-than expected growth of 6.5 per- 
centin the first three quarters of the year. 

“With consumer spending slowing, partly 
due to high oil prices and weaker export 
growth in the last quarter, GDP growth for 
2004 is forecast to be 5.9 percent. This figure 
is more than one percentage point higher 
than the July forecast,” the report said. 

“The winding down of the global electron- 
ics cycle, weaker growth in industrial coun- 
tries, and the PRC economic slowdown are 
expected to lead to a lower 4.7-percent GDP 
growth next year," it said. 

For next year, the Philippines is seen lag- 
ging behind other countries in terms of GDP 
growth: Indonesia (5.3 percent); Malaysia 
(5.4 percent); Thailand (5.7 percent); Viet- 
nam (7.1 percent); and, PRC (8 percent). 

However, the country is seen performing 
better than Cambodia (2.3 percent); Korea 
(4.2 percent) and Singapore (4.4 percent). 
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The forecasts for next year are subject to three 
main risks: continued high oil prices, adisorderiy 
adjustment ofthe US current account deficit, and 
a hard landing in the PRC, the report said. 

The region's stock markets have generally 
rebounded strongly in recent months follow- 
ing a weak performance around the middle of 
the year. 

Reflecting the broad weakness of the US 
dollar and robust balance of payments, East 
Asian currencies have also generally appreci- 
ated against the dollar. 

The report also noted that continued 
progress in financial and corporate restruc- 
turing and improved prudential indicators 
had reduced East Asia's financial vulnerabili- 
уу. It said non-performing loan ratios contin- 
ued to trend down, and external debt to inter- 
national reserve ratios were falling in most 
countries. 

“The key policy challenge facing East Asia 
over the next year or two is to sustain the го- 
bust GDP growth at a time when US interest 
rates and domestic inflation fates are on an 
upward path,” the ADB report said. 

“Against the emerging global and regional 
economic backdrop, an appropriate policy re- 
sponse should have three key components: 
tighter fiscal and monetary polices, greater ex- 
change rate flexibility and structural reforms to 
invigorate private investment,” it said. 
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East Asia growth 
highest since 
1997 crisis 


EAST Asia's economic growth this year should 
be the strongest since the Asian financial cri- 
sis, despite high oil prices and slowing export 
growth in the second half of 2004, the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) said yesterday. 

Growth was likely to moderate to 6.5 per- 
centin 2005 with oil prices, a hard landing for 
China, and a disorderly adjustment of the 
United States current account deficit the main 
risks, the Manila-based ADB said in its semi- 
annual Asia Economic Monitor (АЕМ). 

Strong domestic demand and surging ex- 
ports were expected to have lifted growth to 
7.6 percent this year from 6.9 percent in 
2003, the bank said in its review of the 10 As- 
sociation of South East Asian Nation 
economies plus China and South Korea. 

The previous AEM released in July had 
forecast 7.3 percent growth in 2004. 

“Despite high oil prices and some loss of mo- 
mentum, this year East Asia's growth is likely 
to be the highest since the 1997 financial cri 
sis,” the ADB said, citing estimates from Con- 
sensus Economics, a private group that collates 
forecasts from about 200 economic and finan- 
cial forecasters in 70 countries. 

The multilateral financing institution said 
net private capital flows to the five East Asian 
countries most affected by the Asian cri- 
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Its betterlooking with a more powerful engine. With the new 2.3L, 157ps powerplant which delivers 203 Nm of torque, 
you can speed away from “drowning with work" and arrive at “taking a dip" much sooner. 


bp sas 169) 


initiated by the Hong Kong government more 
than two years ago,” Pangilinan said. "We 
have since clarified the resulting confusion 
publicly at the time it arose more than two 
years ago.” 
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By Clarissa S. Batino 
PILIPINO ‘Telephone Corp. has re- 
ceived the go-ahead of the National 
Telecommunications Commission to 
sell the controlling interest of the 
company to Smart Communications 
Inc. 

"This would allow Smart to acquire. 
as much as 92 percent of Piltel from 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. soon—a step seen to be crucial in 
the alignment of the operations of the 
two wireless subsidiaries of PLDT. 

Napoleon Nazareno, president of 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co., said the group would try to com- 
plete Smarts acquisition of Piltel be- 
fore the end of the year. 

‘The NTC on Dec. 13 approved Pil- 
tels application in July to transfer 
ownership of the majority of its 
shares to Smart, including the com- 
mon shares arising from an increase 
in authorized capital approved by 
shareholders last September. 

Pilte's application was delayed be- 
cause the NTC had to deliberate 
whether it could act on the phone 
firm's petition even if Piltels fran- 
chise specified that it needed Con- 
gressional approval before a control- 
ling interest is transferred. 

The NTC also approved Piltel’s ap- 
plication even if the phone company 
had not settled some P1.3 billion in 
outstanding regulatory fees to the 
Commission. 

“Piltel has fully substantiated its 
application and there is no showing 
that the transaction will adversely af- 
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ghts Piltel sale 


fect the service offered to the sub- 
scribers,” the NTC noted in its ap- 
proval. "The Commission hereby ap- 
proves the authority to register the 
transfer of and to issue shares of stock 
from increase in capital stock.” 

‘Smart now owns 32.7 percent ofits 
affiliate after converting 4.825 mil- 
lion preferred shares into 820.25 mil- 
lion common shares in July. Smart 
originally intended to acquire 92 per- 
cent of Piltel in September. 

"We will try to complete the trans- 
action this year as soon as all neces- 
sary regulatory approvals are im 
place," said Nazareno in an interview. 

Piltel in its petition submitted to 
the NTC in July, asked the Commis- 
sion to allow the sale to Smart even if 
its franchise required a Congressional 
approval. 

Тп particular, Piltel is asking for the 
approval to transfer ownership of 
9.26 billion common shares to Smart. 
This would give Smart an 85.63 per- 
centstake. 

“Several franchises which were 
granted to different telecommuni- 
cations companies after the effectiv- 
ity of RA 7925 provide in common 
that the transfer of controlling in- 
terest without the consent of 
Congress is allowed,” Piltel told the 
Commission. 

Piltel said the Telecommunica- 
tions Act gave an “ipso facto" provi- 
sion, which meant that any advan- 
tage or privilege given to one should 
be enjoyed by all players in the sec- 
tor. 

After Piltel obtained the go-ahead 


of its shareholders to increase its au- 
thorized capital to P12.8 billion from 
P3.5 billion, the group set the 
timetable for the end of September. 

Nazareno said the delay did not af- 
fect the target of consolidating Piltel 
and Smart books by the end of the 
third quarter because of new ac- 
counting standards that the PLDT 
group had adopted. 

"We are consolidating the books of 
the wireless business even if Smart 
had not completed the acquisition of 
Piltel,” Nazareno said in an earlier in- 
terview. “Anyway, PLDT still owns the 
portion that Smart is buying,” 

Nazareno said Smart and Piltel 
were still reviewing the fees the for- 
mer had been charging the latter for 
the use of network, Smart also col- 
lects management fees from Piltel. 

Smart is buying 92 percent of Piltel 
from PLDT. The equity transaction 
comes in two stages: one is the pur- 
chase of 59 million Series K convertible 
preferred shares equivalent to about 47 
percent, to be followed with the acqui- 
sition of 767 million common shares 
equivalent to about 45 percent. 

As of Sept. 3, Smart had converted 
4.825 million of the preferred shares 
into 820.25 million common shares 
equivalent to a 32.7 percent stake. At 
that time, PLDT continued to hold 
30.5 percent. 

Piltel made P743 million in profits 
in the first nine months compared toa 
net loss of PL6billion a year ago even 
after it restated its first half net in- 
‘come to P511 million from the P810 
million it had originally reported. 


Murga to stay on as Napocor chief 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


NATIONAL Power Corp. president 
Rogelio М. Murga is putting offhis re- 
tirement for another three months 
upon President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
request, Energy Secretary Vincent 
Perez Jr. said yesterday. 

Perez said the President asked 
Murga to stay until some of Napocor's 
critical projects have been complet- 
ed. 

One project is the transfer of the 
110-megawait Pinamucan diesel- 
fired generator complex from 
Batangas to Iloilo, which will help 
address the threat of a power short- 
age in Panay island. 

‘Another is drawing up of contin- 


gency measures to cushion the ef- 
fects of the anticipated El Niño phe- 
nomenon on the supply of electrici- 
y 

Murga has secured Malacafiang's 
nod on his retirement by the end of 
this year at the height of a renewed 
dip in Napocor’s public image due to 
rising power rates. 

The former construction firm exec- 
utive will finally retire at the end of 
March next year. 

Energy Undersecretary Cyril del 
Callar, who has been in charge of mat- 
ters related to the power industry, 
will take Murga’s place. 

Del Callar first joined the DoE in 
1995 as an assistant secretary, at a 
time when the first versions of pro- 


posed laws on a comprehensive re- 
form of the power industry were in- 
troduced in Congress. 

He became undersecretary in 1997 
and was recently involved as overseer 
in the latest reorganization of Napoc- 
ог 

Perez also announced that the ap- 
pointments of Guillermo R. Balce and 
Peter Anthony A. Abaya had been 
confirmed. 

Balce is the immediate past ex- 
ecutive director of the Jakarta- 
based Asean Center for Energy, a 
post he held for 10 years from 
1994. 

Balce started his career as a geolo- 
gist with Napocor in 1961. He also 
served as chief geologist of the Philip- 
pine Bureau of 
Mines, director of the 


Specification 
1) Familiarity in all equipments 


4.) Has ability to justify specs оГ 


7.) Has the al 


Instructions on How to Apply: 


2.) Has ability and confidence to do product presentations. 
3.)Has ability to stand and question specs of competitor during bidding. 


ichi against competitor. 


5.) Has ability to man documentations during bidding preparation. 
6.) Has ability to create ideas and facilitate demand in the market. 
ty to perform multiple tasks. 


IT'S ABOUT TIME TO CHANGE YOUR BUSINESS CARD...! 
AN OPEN INVITATION... TO A VERY LUCRATIVE CAREER..! 
TO: ALL EXPERIENCED SALES & MARKETING EXECUTIVES : 


For more than 15 years, HIMEX Corporation takes the lead in providing 
high-quality HITACHI Medical Equipments and Supplies (e.g. MAGNETIC RES- 
ONANCE IMAGING (MRI) Systems ; CT-SCANNERS ; ULTRASOUND ; 
X-RAY Systems ; among others). HIMEX, in partnership with Hitachi Medical 
Corporation in Tokyo, Japan and Hitachi Medical System(s) PTE., LTD in 
Singapore - still believed in the growing potential of the Philippine market for 
medical equipment and engineering services. 
its doors to the industry's top-caliber Sales and Marketing Executives: 


this vision, HIMEX is opening 


Other Position Open: Service Engineers (with a marketing background) 


1) Starting today—Dec. 21 until Dec. 23—, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
*Hand-carry your Resume to: 
HIMEX CORP. (main office) 
- Unit 604 Prestige Tower, Emerald Ave. Ortigas 
‘Tel. 632-7657 TO 58 / 632-7664 
Look for: Ms Weng Santos 

2) From Dee. 27 until Dec. 31 
#Hand-earry your Resume to: 
Wack-wack Twin Towers Condo: 
Tower A, Wack-wack Road, Mandaluyong 
Leave your Resume at the Reception Area 
Attention to: MS REMA P. OHNO 

З) From Jan. 3, 2005 until January 7, 2005 

Hand-carry your Resume to: 

HIMEX CORP (main office) 
- Unit 604 Prestige Tower, Emerald Ave. Ortigas 
For any inquiries, pls text or call: 
Ms Weng Santos 
0910-4196060 
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Mines Geosciences 
Bureau, and energy 
assistant secretary 
from 1995 to 1998. 

‘Abaya was under- 
secretary at the OF 
fice of the President's 
Priority ^ Programs 
and Official Develop- 
ment Assistance Pro- 
jects. 

Balce will handle 
matters conceming 
the upstream sector 
of the ой and gas in- 
dustry while Abaya 
will take care of the 
downstream sector. 
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From page B1 


the upscale Pacific 
Plaza Towers. 

The report said 
Metrobank had been 
considering a way for 
Metro Pacific to settle 
its P24-billion debt. 
It wasn't immediate- 
ly dear what led 
Metrobank to instead 
file for foreclose on 
the real estate mort- 
gage, the report said. 

In other bad news, 
a survey showed 
Philippine and for- 
eign business execu- 
tives were unhappy 
with President Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo. 
Survey participants 
believed she hadn't 
done enough to push 
fiscal reforms, com- 
bat corruption or at- 
тат new invest- 
ments, according to 
the Business Opinion 
Survey report. 

Traders said in- 
vestors are also wor- 
ried violence may 
erupt during the fu- 
neral Wednesday of 
popular movie actor 
Fernando Poe Jr. Poe, 
who died of a stroke 
last week, was the 
opposition runner-up 
in the May election 
and was immensely 


popular among the 
poor. АР 
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BOTIKA NG BAYAN OPENING 
Secretary Roberto M. Pagdanganan, Р! 
Leopoldo 

“Botika ng Bayan, 


medicines at affordable prices. 


imerin, and Mario Leygo look over some of the medicine on sale at the 
during opening-day rites at the NDC Building on Tordesillas Street, 
Salcedo Village, Makati. Over 300 such drugstores have opened offering essential 


International Trading Corp. head, 


Hugs and crisis 


HOW time flies! In the past few months, my 
21-year-old son, fresh from college, has been 
looking for a job, which is never an easy task. 

Ошу a few seconds ago, he was just this lit- 
Че boy who thought that “being cool,” was 
pouring soft drinks on freshly cooked pizza, 
and serving everything only to me. All of a 
sudden, he has joined the ranks of millions of 
unemployed. 

Okay, according to the recent spin of this 
cute administration of Gloriaetta, saying it 
with lots of hugs and kisses to those in poor 
areas, the jobless are down to only three mil- 
lion plus lately. 

In other words, the spin doctors of this cute 
administration were telling us that things 
were finally looking up in the economy. Look, 
та, we had less jobless! 

“They in government can believe what they 

want. 1 just don't know if they can fool ай 
those hundreds of thousands of young people 
who are still looking for work. 
ALL right, granted this cute administration 
single-handedly and instantaneously solved 
the fiscal crisis by simply announcing in me- 
dia that, without its even lifting a dirty finger, 
the crisis was over. 

But just because Glorizetta was proud to 
announce that the crisis was over, it did not 
necessarily mean she was telling us the truth. 
Just look at her track record. This is the same 
‘woman who said one thing and did another, 
remember? 

Ошу the “sin” taxes have passed Congress. 
Still pending is a long list of other tax mea- 
sures. At the same time, Gloriaerra is under 
attack for supposedly “talking” to business 
people on the tax measures which may affect 
their companies. 

By implication, people perhaps thought 
that those up there were secretly fixing the 
tax measures to favor certain business sec- 
tors. One of them was, of course, the telco in- 
dusty. 

But really now, Gloriaetta just had to talkto 
the business people to win them to her side. If 
she does пог, they will just fight the new tax- 
es. If she does not hug them at least, her fan- 
tastic declaration that the crisis was over, 
well, will remain just that—a declaration. 
ONE of the tax measures, as proposed by the 
Department of Finance, was the franchise tax 
on the telco sector. 

Sure, why not? The tax will raise another 
P10 billion for this cute administration, which 
is staring at a budget deficit of more than 
200 billion this year. All right, with the relco 
franchise tax, there would only be P190 bil- 
lion more to go! Way to gol 

Before you can guess who actually will pay 
for the so-called franchise taxes on telco 
(hint: not the business owners), let me tell 
you the reason why Finance was in hot pur- 
suit of the telco industry. 

Simply put, two or three telco companies 
are making money. Actually, they are raking it 
їп. In this country therefore, if you are suc- 
cessful in business, and you make huge prof- 
its, Finance will punish you with taxes. 

itis the same as telling the prospective in- 
vestors that we don't look kindly on them if 
they make money here. Why the freak will 
they invest here? Beats me too! 

WHY do we want to kill a sector which is do- 
ing well? 1 don't have the answer. Maybe we 
are just out of our minds. 

Look, even without new taxes, those two or 
three telco companies will remit more taxes 
to the government, at the rate of about 40 
percent more—every year. 

“That's the natural growth rate of the indus- 
пу, and it is growing fast, because we are still 
playing catch-up with the rest of the world. 

The problem is, only a couple of telco com- 
panies are raking it in. АЙ the small compa- 
nies in the provinces are hard up. With the 
franchise tax, this cute administration will tax 
‘even all those struggling telco firms, whether 
or not they make money. 

How do you develop the telco infrastruc- 
ture in other parts of the country? Sim- 
ple—you don’t! 

FOR that matter, the entire telco industry 


BREAKTIME 


Conrado R. Banal HI. 


must investa fortune on new equipment. This 
is the reason we are having good telecommu- 
nications service of all sorts. Finally! 

Tt seems like only minutes ago when we 
would kill in order to hear the dial tone on our 
landlines. 

‘Telco services improve by leaps and 
bounds, precisely because the telco sector in- 
vests heavily on equipment. 

For the sector to become competitive in the 
ever demanding world market, the govern- 
ment even gave the telco companies some tax 
breaks for their investments. 

Know what? Thelr happy tax holidays al- 
ready expired early this year. Meaning, they 
must pay more taxes for their new purchase of 
equipment. 

‘And they will have to invest everything up 
to their last underwear on new equipment in 
coming years. This means more taxes for the 
government. 

And those, ladies and gentlemen, are the 
same taxes which we will lose if, by imposing 
the wrong taxes, we kill the same telco sector 
today. 

FOR example, even with the tax holidays, the 
telco companies are paying value added tax, 
or VAT, for their equipment importation. 

Not only that, chey pay the VAT in advance, 
You see, by definition, the VAT is paid for at 
the point of sale—like when you buy a gift for 
your mother in law. 

But the telco companies pay for VAT as 
soon as the equipment goes through customs. 
Iris an advance payment. 

This year alone, one telco company is said 
to have paid some P4 billion in VAT for equip- 
ment importation alone. 

What 1 am saying here is, there are other 
ways to skin the telco companies other than 
making all of them pay a franchise tax, 
whether they make money or not. 

‘And that’s probably the reason why other 
telco companies are pressing for a higher VAT 
instead of the franchise tax. The VAT is simply 
the more sober measure! 

BASED on calculations in Congress, a mere 
two percentage point increase in the VAT will 
yield some P30 billion a year. 

All right, with a P200-billion plus deficit, 
that's P170 billion in new taxes more to go. 
Bur still, that white paper from UB for in- 
stance, bats for VAT, because it is the fairer 
measure. It does not single out a particular 
business sector. 

‘Of course, the VAT is hard to understand. It 
has been a puzzle to most of us laymen since 
its first public appearance here in 1988. 

Now if we do not understand the VAT, what 
more can we expect from our beloved law- 
makers? 

Т mean, sure, the legislature passes all the 
tax measures, This is just not the same as the 
lawmakers’ understanding the measures they 
pass. 

FOR instance, one of the more serious young 
senators was batting for an exemption of the 
new tax measures from the IRA. 

“That's the “internal revenue allotment,” th 
40 percent share of local government units 
from tax measures passed by Congress. 

Now, the new tax measures in Congress are 
intended to address the fiscal crisis, period. 

‘Anyway, local government units are going 
to get higher IRAs, even from the normal 
yearly increase in the tax take of the national 
government. 

Опе senator objected to the proposal 
strongly. Why? He apparently authored the 
local government code. 

But look, boss, even local government offi- 
cials are already happy with the normal in- 
crease in their IRAs, Even they understand the 
meaning of the word "crisis." 
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Australia helps RP improve mango production 


DAVAO CITY—The Philippine r Lo N 2 the projects is mainly based on Manager Cecilia Honrado re- 
and Australian governments б Ё б the findings of the Australian ported that in both the Philig- 
cently signed an agreement that b Centre for International Agricul- pines and Australia, sustainable 
would help local farmers boost ^ tural Research (Aciar). development of the mango iri- 
their mango production. E 2 ‘The research body workedona dustry was hampered by pest 
Australian Ambassador Ruth E mango production facility in Sri and disease losses, variable pro- 
Pearce and Patricio Faylon, exec- - 57 Ka Lan! ductivity, perishability of the 
utive director of the Philippine * à Aciar is the Australian govern- fruit, supply-chain deficiencies, 
Council for Agriculture, Forestry Å - 1 “ea ments arm for its international and market access challenges. 
and Natural Resources Research E 4 3 aid program on agriculture. Dennis Jay C. Santos, PDI Min- 
and Development (PCARRD), » E Sec, Aciar Philippines Country danao Bureau 
signed the agreement last week, ВА г = 
according to a statement from the Ng У ^ 
Australian Embassy in Manila. & t 
The project, dubbed as the Рт 9. E PSBank 


“Management” of Postharvest THE AGREEMENT between the Philippines and Australia will lead to a reduction in post-harvest losses, 
Diseases of Subtropical and Trop- fom 30 percent to З percent. 2 @/° 
l Fruits Using their Natural Re- ^ The statement said the pro- pants in the Philippines and Australia was eager to add to 


хапсе Mechanism,” is funded ject “will assess the treatments Australia to conduct plant dis- its support for agricultural re- TIMED 
by a P6.3-million grant from the which enhance host resistance ease research.” search in the Philippines toin- | IMEDEPOSIT 


Australian „нари чына and reduce disease losses in Тһе Philippines is the world’s crease the country's agricultur- quce 
The project is aimed at reduc- : 


P í 
mango; foster improvements to fifth largest producer of mango, al productivity, thus, con: [= i 
ing post-harvest losses caused by farm and post-harvest manage- with over 800,000 tons of the tributing to poverty reduction earn ash gh as 3.5 % 


diseases, from 30 percent to З ment of disease; and enhance fruitharvested each year. efforts. 
percent. the capacity of project partici Ambassador Pearce said Тһе approach to be used for $1000to $10,000to $50,000 to $100,000 to 
9999 49399 99999 1.0 million 


Firm uts u n X 1month 2.500% 2.750% 3.000% 3.000% 
p р ү Ne ) 2months 2.750% 3.000% 3.250% 3.250% 
foun dati on : 1 4 3months 3.000% 3.250% 3.500% 3.500% 
Te Я Á 6months 3.250% 3.250% 3.500% 3.500% 

б THAN АЃҮ 
иу saying THANK XOU Го ANT Sipan 12months 3.250% 3.500% 3.500% 3.500% 


for local folk : es коз ыш enn 
: а е PA Ta nang E 
А, Visit any of our 139 PSBank Branches nationwide. 


метш of the PDIC, Maximum Deposit insurance for exch Dopositor P250,000.00 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—The AJMR Group # A 5 M pages carn 
of Companies (formerly AMS Group of Com- 5 NN 
panies) has put up an educational foundation B : У ^/ Р 999 net 


to help improve the lot of indigenous Filipinos 


in T'boli town, South Cotabato. £o comm + А 9| KARL ED WARD 


Jun Ledesma, head of AJMR Corporate and 


ко INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


media affairs department, told the INQUIRER ки 2 BUFFET FARE** 


a 
that the a resul [n 2 f 
түрт des meus |N P 2,198 net? py 7777 (ette Deconter?tt 12MM ne osten 


lantation site. Dec. 31 
Pisoriano found out that elementary gradu- SSIES ere 2 rne] 
ates could not proceed to high school due to 9:00 n.M.- 10:00 P.M. REE PARKING — 
the absence of a secondary school in the area. [M Longer Shopping Howry Ks = 
‘Thus, the foundation was organized last з == ~ УУМ 
September to offer free secondary education + Terms э! codons арр in hoe promotions NBC 
to poor T'boli students. 4 + Net спрос кй ойс bai promotions The NBC Tent 
The free education program would start in CLAUSA Bonifacio Global City, Taguig 
June next year and will initially use existing i 
elementary school buildings. * Unite 1o Sop FOR INQUIRIES AND RESERVATIONS, 
“Classes will be conducted at night (as ele- Dee 3 Dimer EMEC es ва 
mentary students will use the classrooms dur- | ^ Esth Ze 
ing the day)," Ledesma said. | 
‘But he said that if the present number of lil 
жесин THE HERITAGE HOTEL 
enough to accommo- [~~ wmanovtoan а 
date enrollees in high БАЕ у шалые 


school, AJMR will - | Pepuaucorne peered 


nance the construc- MUMGIPALITY OF Roxas Boulevard comer EDSA. Pasay City Metro Mania, 1300 Philipines 


соктун stay 


tion of additional ‘SAN JUAN MM. www. heritagchoteimamia com. 
school buildings. Te Boy Comat 


School facilitieslike | Siames cossos 
books, laboratory fa- | baie gage 
cilities and comput- кс 
er, among others, | stesende 1.200 
will likewise be pro- ‘orn E nonn Gus 
vided by the company. [E CONTROL 


AJMR, mother NEXT aput ENGINEERING 
a 


company of Upland | a amag ENERGY 
Banana Corp., which Pond: энш CONSERVERS $ 
is engaged in banana. HETA PRODUCTION zu H 
cultivation in T'boli danas IMPROVERS 
town, is investing | шшс 
Pas milion in ihe zt ARMSTRONG 
area. Aquiles Z. Zo- | вртам oaro SIRE. 

i i Tama эзе G. ARANETA AVE., SANTOL. QUEZON CITY 


ATLANTA S 


uPVC Rainwater Gutter & Downspout System sudeda Mai nen ance equites 


ГА 


Yofir eyes, like a fine automobile, need diagnostic and 
preventive maintenance as mileage increases. 


As we age, our eyes need more care and maintenance. 
AEI has the state-of-the-art facilities and skills to keep 
your eyes in the pink of health. 


AEI SERVICE PORTFOLIO 


+ General and Sub-Specialty + Medical, Laser and Surgical 
Eye Consultation Management of 
+ Complete Diagnostic Procedures Cataract, Glaucoma, 
«+ Refractive Laser Surgery Diabetic Retinopathy, 
{Customized LASIK, PRK) Age-Related Macular Degeneration. 
e Vision Rehabilatation (Retinal Degeneration), 
^ * Ocular Prosthetics Corneal Diseases and 
па понесе + Optical Services: Transplantation, 
residential and commercial use. Designed to Children's and Adult's Eyeglasses Children's Eye Diseases, 
ГО нн шшш эше Special Contact Lenses Retinal Detachment, Cross-eyedness, 
Low Vision Devices Uveitis and Immunology, 
Protective Eye Wear Oculoplastic and Eyelid Problems 


CRY Visit АЕ now and share our viston of making the Philippines a world- 
{lass center for eye care In Asa 


Asian Eye Institute 
seat et wt є Asian Care for Asian Eyes 
ATLANTA INDUSTRIES, ING. IKA ) 

+, 


Sey ee еа = умы her una Сене € 


Pietate: worwastaneyeinstitutecom 
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Bearbull Thais up his vacation 


IF YOU are feeling depressed or having mood 
swings, go and see Bipolar Express with Tom 
Hanks. Tt takes you to the Pole, where the 
President has been downgraded to negative, 
along with the outlook forthe Philippines. Try 
to avoid the Carpal Tunnel. In the stores, 
there is one Santa Claus and a lot of subordi- 
nate clauses. 

T spent the past week frantically trying to 
book а holiday because the only time I can go 
away is Christmas to New Year as 1 am mar- 
ried to the newsletter. One travel agency suc- 
ceeded but wanted to charge me the full 
amount for my daughter. 1 know very well 
that she gets a 25-percent discount on the ай 
fare and we do not have to pay for her, espe- 
cially as she is sharing our bed. 

Another agency booked us at a much 
cheaper rate but we were wait-listed on the 
return, And my wife was weight listed at 70 
kg. In desperation, I decided to take our vaca- 
tion in this country—Boracay was fully 
booked so I wrote to a good hotel in Cebu. 
Their rate was $220++, without breakfast 
and an extra $40 for my daughter. Adding on 
the fares, this came to nearly $3000 for 8 
days/7 nights. 

In desperation, I rang a small travel agency, 
which advertised in the Sunday newspaper 
and in one hour, I had confirmed a two-center 
holiday in Thailand by Thai Airways, staying 
in 4-star hotels. This included a private beach, 
breakfast, transfers in Bangkok and transport 
toand from the seaside resort, a Bangkok City 
tour anda trip to an elephant village. The cost 
was slightly over half. No wonder Thailand 
has 12 million tourists a year and, excluding 
balikbayans, we have 1 million plus. 

1 found a letter that my little one had writ- 
ten to Santa Claus, but it was not what I ex- 
pected. She wrote, “Dear Santa, my Daddy 
wants аз а gift a new toe because it is hurting. 
Iwould like anything. 1 am sure you will send 
a very good toe that works properly on Christ- 
mas.” She addressed it to the North Pole. Isn't 
that sweet? 

‘There has been a lot of publicity given to 
the adverse effects of putting a laptop on your 
lap. It heats up a vital portion of your anato- 
my and reduces your sperm count dramatical- 
ly. The same effect is obtained by carrying a 


MR. BEARBULL 


Ron Nathan 


live cell phone in your pocket but it takes 
longer. As we suffer from overpopulation, 
why not make it compulsory for ай men to use 
these appliances in addition to the rhythm 
method, Bird flu can attack anyone but the 
‘Monica Lewinsky virus only attacks laptops. 
The government is planning a sex tax based 
‘on men's vital statistics. 1 am really worried 
because in my younger days, I was the model 
for Smokey's foot -long sausage. 


‘THERE is not much to write about the stock 
market because turnover is diminishing and, 
apart from cross sales and last minute selec- 
tive window dressing, nothing exciting is like- 
ly to happen this week. Still, I called the rally 
last Tuesday absolutely spot on for the 12th 
time in succession. I wrote to subscribers and. 
readers that the indicator was so low that a 
rally was imminent. 

Actually, the indicator was below 1, which 
is very rarely seen so I felt certain of е tim- 
ing. wrote the article on Monday and on 
‘Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, the 
PHISIX gapped up 73 points before succumb- 
ing to a weekend profit-taking. TEL, which 
wasat zero risk, rose over P100 before retrac- 
ing some of the rise. I have never seen in any 
technical analysis book any indicator that can. 
perform anywhere near as well as this one. 

1 was disappointed that the Senate passed 
only one bill before going into recess. They in- 
serted a Santa clause into the sin tax bill rais- 
ing the amount to PIS billion but 1 doubt 
whether that will suffice. For sure they will 
pass another two or three measures as soon as 
they return, otherwise we will be downgrad- 
ed. That will be very costly because the gov- 
ernment needs to raise $4 billion early next 
year before the FED increases its rates again, 
probably in February. 

The cost of borrowing depends on two fac- 
tors, The first is the yield on the comparable 


US Treasury stock and the second is the 
spread, which isa reflection of the risk in buy- 
ing junk bonds. Any downgrade will increase 
the spread and as we have so much foreign 
debt ($66 billion), it will leave less money for 
infrastructure, health, education, ete. So it 
must be avoided at all costs. 

"The gold sector has been disappointing but 
50 invitations have been sent to Australia, 
Canada and other countries inviting foreign 
companies to develop our dormant or undevel- 
‘oped mines. If there is really $800 billion to $1 
trillion worth of gold in the ground, I am sure 
there will be a good response, especially with 
gold at a 16-year high. If the dollar continues to 
decline asis likely, we could see gold at $500 an 
ounce. So we must seize this opportunity. 

ОГ course, this will cause environmental 
problems in the areas mined, and the compa- 
nies must instigate all measures to minimize 
this. people need to be moved, they must be 
given alternative accommodation and recom- 
pensed. A spokesperson said that this would 
take at least two years for the government to 
decide, The foreign companies will not wait 
that long and will invest in Russia, which has 
far more gold than we have, or in South 
Arica, which has been a major producer for 
decades. 

It is inconceivable that the government will 
let this opportunity slip away, particularly as 
we have a record number of people unem- 
ployed or underemployed, and about one- 
third of the population lives below the pover- 
ty level. So I expect some bids for selected 
gold mines in the next few months and this 
will send the mining index soaring. It is prob- 
ably better to buy the B shares as these are 
the only category that foreigners can buy. This 
means LCB, PXB, MAB and Jollibee. 

‘There will not be any article on Dec. 28 
because I will be away on vacation and 
probably so will you, so my next article will 
be on Jan. 4. Тат going to laze on the beach 
for 6 days, as | cannot walk far, so when Ire- 
turn, I will probably be black. But color 
doesn’t matter. It’s all a pigment of the 
imagination. 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL. mrbearbull@hot- 
mail.com 


Net ‘hot money’ inflow should 
hit $3B yearly, says BSP chief 


ByDorisC.Dumlao i 
BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor 
Rafael Buenaventura said the Philippines 
should generate as much as $3 billion in year- 
ly ner portfolio inflows, or about four times of 
the level itwas getting now. 

Buenaventura said the country’s current 
share in the total portfolio inflow to the re- 
gion was too small compared with those of 
the other Asian countries. 

He admitted, however, that the country 
needed to step up the pace of reforms to devel- 
ор the capital markets to attract mote investors. 

Also, he said the government's fiscal con- 
solidation should prevent further debt rating 
downgrades by international credit rating 
agencies, which could further drive away for- 
eign investors. 

In 2009, the country generated only 
$675.8 million in net portfolio inflows. The 
figure has not improved much this year, with 
the inflows reaching only $626.9 million in 
the first 11 months. 

Portfolio inflows refer to non-resident invest- 


Subic-Clark toll 
road plan seen 
pushing through 
as scheduled 


ANGELES CITY—Presidentia) adviser for the 
Subic-Clark Growth Alliance said the imple- 
mentation of the P21-billion Subie-Clark-Tar- 
lac toll road project was expected to push 
through without any hitch. 

“Tm optimistic because its mostly procedural 
matter and we have not heard any negative reac- 
tions from the local representatives of the JBIC 
(Japan Bank for International Cooperation), said 
Licuanan, in reaction to repons that the JBIC, the 
funding agency, was rethinking its commitment. 

Licuanan, also chair of the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority, said “nothing was un- 
usual” about the JBIC review of the financial 
ability and funding capability of the Bases Con- 
version Development Authority as a borrower. 

“It’s a matter of procedure,” he said. 

“About 85 percent of the road project cost wi 
be financed through a 41.9-villion yen loan. 
JBIC, according to repons, held its approval for 
the project because it wanted to first get ar 
surance that it would not pay for construction- 
related taxes and duties worth P2.3 billion. 

"The 94.5-km road will connect the two mi 
itary bases-turned-economic zones. While 
managed by separate state-owned corpora- 
tions, Subic in Zambales and Clark in Pam- 
panga possess infrastructure nerwork that, 
"when connected, could strengthen the poten- 
tials for growth of Central Luzon. 

Under the 10-point program of the Arroyo 
administration, Subic and Clark are envi- 
sioned as leading logistics, transport and 
warehouse hub in Southeast Asia, — Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


‘ments in peso bank deposits, government secu- 
rities/money market instruments and securities 
listed on the Philippine Stock Exchange. 

‘The Institute of International Finance (IIF) 
has estimated that the net private capital in- 
flows to the five countries in East Asia most 
affected by the 1997 financial crisis-Indone- 
sia, Korea, Malaysia, Philippines and Thai- 
land—would likely reach a post-crisis high of 
$33 billion in 2004 after quadrupling to $25.4 
billion in 2003. 

This reflects a strong global growth, an in- 
crease in risk appetite among investors, low 
interest rates and strong economic funda- 
mentals in the region. With slower global 
growth and the rise, albeit measured, of inter- 
est rates in 2005, net private capital flows to 
the five crisis-affected countries are likely to 
decline across the board to $24 billion in 
2005, according to the ПР forecast. 

1с said all major components, except net 
portfolio equity inflows, were likely to have in- 
creased this year. Credit from commercial 
banks and other private lenders were expected 
tobe the main contributors to the increase. 


“The Philippines and Thailand, which 
made net repayments to commercial banks in 
2003, are expected to register net inflows this 
year, Net non-bank capital inflows are also es- 
timated to increase sharply,” the IF 
‘With most bond spreads stable or tighter in 
the region, the issuance by both the corpora- 
tions and the government have been large. Four 
Korean companies issued bonds worth more 
than $500 million each while the Korean gov- 
erment issued sovereign bonds in September. 
It noted that the Philippines likewise con- 
tinued to borrow heavily from international 
capital markets for deficit financing, 
Generally, the region's stock markets have 
rebounded sharply in recent months. Thus far, 
the performance of stock prices (in local cur- 
rency terms) in 2004 ranged from a 15 percent 
decline in Thailand to a 40 percent increase in 
Indonesia, with the stock markets in the Philip- 
pines increasing by a strong 24 percent, 
Besides global and regional factors, the peace- 
ful conclusion of elections in Indonesia and the 
Philippines likely contributed to their improved 
stock market performance, the IF said. 


Rural bank plans IPO in '05 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez. 


THE PHILIPPINE Stock Exchange (PSE) is 
courting a leading rural bank in Luzon to list 
onthe big board of the local bourse. 

PSE president Francis E. Lim said in a brief- 
ing yesterday that if the rural bank pushes 
through with its plan, it will qualify under the 
first board of the PSE, which is limited to com- 
panies with assets worth at least Р500 mil- 
lion. 

He declined to name the bank, but said it 
was the most outstanding rural bank їп 2003. 

The bank is also in talks with a foreign in- 
vestor, which will inject roughly $3 million in 
fresh capital. 

"The bank runs more than 30 branches na- 
tionwide and isin the process of expanding its 
network. 

‘The bank plans to offer part of its shares to 
the public by the first half of next year. 

In another development, Lim said the Se- 


curities and Exchange Commission (SEC) 
has directed the PSE's Market Regulatory 
Office (MRO) to investigate possible insider 
trading involving Banco de Oro Universal 
Bank. 

"We dont know the facts yet. We don't 
‘want to preempt anything but there are alle- 
gations of insider trading. The SEC has re- 
quested PSE's MRO to thoroughly investigate 
it for the interest of the public,” Lim said. 

‘The banks trades are being checked for 
possible insider trading after SM Invest- 
ments Corps, the private company of the SM 
Group of mall magnate Henry Sy Sr. and the 
controlling shareholder of the bank, al- 
legedly sold shares in BDO after BDO's nine- 
month profit statement was disclosed, 
sources said earlier. 

BDO reported late October that its nine 
month profit soared 41 percent to P1.36 bil- 
lion, from P965.2 million in the same period 
last year. 


Gov't seen gaining... 


Frompage Bl 
firms,” Lotilla said. 

He explained that several law firms had ad- 
vised prospective foreign bidders to put up 
corporations for the special purpose of bid- 
ding "in order to preclude even the remotest 
possibility of the Supreme Court decision in 
the Manila Hotel case being invoked against 
them.” 


East Asia... 


*sis—Thailand, Korea, 
Malaysia and the Philippines--were set to 
reach a post-erisis high of $33 billion this year 
after quadrupling to $25.4 billion in 2003, 


Indonesia, South 


Lotilla was referring to the High Court's 
ruling that gave right to a local firm to match 
the price offered by the highest bidder that 
was a foreign corporation. 

“PSALM's financial adviser, Credit Suisse 
First Boston, has further explained that it is 
typical for bidders in any privatization 
throughout the world to bring in their capital 
once they have won a bid," he said. 


From pago 


"This reflects strong global growth, an in- 
crease in risk appetite among investors, low 
interest rates, and strong economic funda- 
mentals in the region,” the bank said. Reuters 
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ELECTED directors of BHI Holdings Inc. were Manuel Tanklansee, Juant- 
ta Tan, Romulo Sigua, Jemie Tan, Marilou Pua, Nemeslo Ang, Jalane 
Christie Tan, Brigido Dulay Jr., Miguel Ocampo Tan, Emma Keng Ocam- 


po-Tan and Rudin Gonzalez. 


ABOITIZ Transport System Corp. confirmed that the Board of Investment 
(B01) approved their application for registration under inter-island ship- 
ping operation for the modernization and upgrade of Superferry 19 (for- 
merly Superterry 8). Once registered, the company is entitled to Income 


tax holiday for a period of three years. 


THE BOARD of directors of Philippine National Construction Corp. 
elected Enrique Cuejilo Jr, as member of the board. Guejilo was assigned 


50 shares. 


BOULEVARD Holdings inc. accepted the resignation of Emmanuel 
Lopez-Dee as director and Sabino Acut as corporate secretary of the 
company. The board elected John Deveras and Dennis Manicad to re- 


place them. 


THE BOARD of directors of Export and Industry Bank Inc. approved tha 
distribution of P47 million from cash collections from the assets pool of 
Urban Bank inc. (UBI) and Urbancorp Investments inc. (UII) as addition- 
al Interest recoveries of UBV/UI depositors and creditors. Compiled by: 


Ray Leyesa, PDI Research 
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Country 


United Statos 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hongkong 
ТЛ 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thailand 
UAE 

Euro 
Argentina. 
Brazil 
Danmark 
India 
Malaysia 
Mexico 
Now Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
South Айса 
Korea 
Sweden 
Syria 
Taiwan 
Vonazuala 


Equivalent 
0751201923 
0007212 
1458984 
008696 
0.649548 
0612027 
0.456658 
0570518 
1992843 
0200342 
0.455274 
0000081 
0019162 
[E 


025187 
0276838 
0.124559 
0017119 
ШИШ 
0065958 
0.535388 
0121727 
0012509 
0.130528 
0000708 
0.111435 
0.014471 
0003221 
0000332 


Equivalent 


1.000000 
21009600 
4.942200 
0.128541 
0.864678. 
0.814730 
0607903 
0758174 
2.852872 
0266895 


0000522 


Poso 
Equivalent | 


562570 
05401 
1082623 
72813 
485442 
45.633 
341088 
427257 
1492408 
150035 
40952 
00061 
14951 
153178 
748803 
188624 
207323 
100770 
12820 ` 
148084 
50145 
40.0948 
21161 
0.9431 
97752 
00831 
83453 
10837 
17380 
00294 
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Filipinos warned on fake drugs. 


THE COALITION Against Fake 
Medicines warned the public anew 
that the use of counterfeit drugs, es- 
pecially those for the treatment of 
laria, tuberculosis, and pneumo- 
could easily lead to death. The 
warning was issued in the wake of re- 
cent NBI raids and arrests of several 
drugstore owners for selling fake 
medicines. 

‘The coalition revealed that even vi- 
taming and the most common 
medicines for cough, cold, and flu 
have found their way tothe shelves of 
small drugstores via the Philippine 
backdoor in Mindanao. Some cap- 
sules and contraceptive pills have al- 
зо been found to be made of бош, 
and children's paracetamol syrups 
have been mixed with industrial sol- 
vent, and vaccines with tap water. In 
fact, there are many sources of these 
drugs and many of them have yet to 
be verified. As of now, the coalition 
only knows that some of these fake 
medicines come from India, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, China, and Pak- 
istan. 

DOH Secretary Manuel Dayrit 
tagged these counterfeiters as “mass 


SMC-QUEDANCOR SIGN MOA 
San Miguel Corp and Quedancor recently signed a memoran- 
dum of agreement making low-cost financing available to as 
semblers in Luzon. The program, which was also introduced in 
Davao, will allow assemblers to fund the raw material sourcing 
project, one of the primary components of the SMC Integrated 
‘Agro-Industrial Zone (IAIZ). It is seen not only as the driver for 
countryside development and the agriculture sector's regional 
‘competitiveness but also as a dollar-saving mechanism. Mi- 
raya Corp is the first assembler in Luzon to sign up for the pro- 
gram. Present during the signing are (seated, from left) Nelson 
C. Buenaflor, president and CEO of Quedancor, Wilfredo Pe- 


murderers for money" and has called 
оп the public to support the govern- 
ment and the coalition's campaign to 
stop the proliferation of these useless 
and deadly medicines in the country. 

Although experts say that medicine 
counterfeiting is largely a cottage in- 
dustry that takes place in people's 
backyards rather than in large ware- 
houses, the coalition believes that it is 
linked to organized crime, corrup- 
tion, the narcotics trade, unregulated 
pharmaceutical companies and the 
business interests of “unscrupulous” 
politicians here and around the 
world. 

The coalition believes that Fil- 
ipinos, especially the poor, are search- 
ing for inexpensive alternatives. But 
fake medicines are not the answer. 
Filipino families deserve more than 
that. That is why the coalition is not 
only providing information regarding 
this grave health issue besetting our 
country. It is currently working in col- 
laboration with the Bureau of Cus- 
toms, the National Bureau of Investi- 
gation, the pharmaceutical industry, 
professional healtheare associations, 
consumer associations and non-gov- 


SMC, QUED ANCOR, ASSEMBLER 
BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP 


AMBASSADOR AT ARTPETRON EXHIBIT 


Petron Corp recently concluded its ArtPetron with an opening 
of an exhibit of this year’s winning entries at the lobby of 
Petron Mega Plaza. The ribbon-culing ceremony was led by 
Ambassador Mohammed Ameen Wali of Saudi Arabia (2nd 
from right). With him are Nicasio Alcantara, chair of Petron 
Corp, Abdulah Dimaporo, Representative of Lanao del Norte, 
Napoleon Abueva, national artist for visual arts and chair of the 


board of judges of ArtPetron 4 (painting), 


Lizzie Zobel de Ayala planners. 


ernmental organizations in the 
surveillance of companies or groups 
suspected of drug counterfeiting. But 
the work cannot be done by the coali- 
tion alone. It needs all the help it can 
get. For example, drugstores can do 
their share by selling only legitimate 
medicines. Government agencies can 
strictly enforce the law, specifically 
Republic Act 8203 or The Special Law 
‘on Counterfeit Drugs. Legislators, on 
the other hand, can further tighten 
the laws on counterfeits. 

The Coalition Against Fake 
Medicines is composed of 10 organi- 
zations, namely the Department of 
Health (DOH), Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI), Department of 

(DOJ), Philippine Medical As- 
sociation (PMA), Drugstores Associa- 
tion of the Philippines (DSAP), Mer- 
cury Drug Corp, Zuellig Pharma 
Corp, GMA 7 Broadcast Network, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer and Pfizer 
Ine, 

‘The coalition encourages every Fil- 
ipino to report any information on 
counterfeit medicines to 1-800-10- 
FAKEMED (3253-633), toll free from 
anywhere in the Philippines. 


nafior, president of Miraya Corp, Arthur O. Juan, IAIZ team. 
leader, Leopoldo S. Titular, AVP and manager of SMC agribusi- 
ness development and operations group. Standing, from left, 
are Ed A. Aller, Luzon manager of SMC agribusiness develop- 
ment and operations group, Niels Patrick C. Riconalla, SVP for 
loans management of Quedancor, Michael Millares, SVP for le- 
gal management of Quedancor, Alberto Guevara, VP for credit 
guarantee of Quedancor, Leticia E. Santos, SVP for finance 
management of Quedancor, Emerito T. Alejo, VP of San Miguel. 
Foods Inc-feeds division, and Evangeline H. 

manager for San Miguel Foods Inc-feeds division. 


and Khalid Al-Faddagh, president and CEO of Petron Corp. 
This year's competition, themed "Lumang Ani, Bagong Sali, 
collected from all regions of the country over 400 entries for 
painting and more than 100 entries for black and white pho- 
tography, a new category introduced this year. All winning 
paintings will be featured in Petron's 2005 corporate wall cal- 
endar and winning photos will be printed on Petron's 2005 


no 
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ABENSON NOW BIGGER 

It was a busy week for the Abenson team as the 
appliance retail giant opened two new stores. Re- 
cently, Abenson opened a store at Market!Mar- 
ketl in booming Fort Bonifacio Global City and in 
Angeles, Pampanga, its 4th showroom in the 
province. With the opening of two new stores, 
Abenson stays consistent with its proposition: 


E-mail: pr. pop@inquirer.com.ph 
aespinosa@inquirercom.ph 


Editor Aries Espinosa 


value appliance shopping within the neighbor- 
hood. Shown is Fernando Zobel de Ayala, Ayala 
Land chair, gracing Abenson's Market! Market! 
branch opening Sept. 16. Joining the ribbon-cut- 
ting ceremonies were Ayala Land Corp president 
Jimmy Ayala (2nd from left) and vice president 
Miriam Katigbak (left). 


DOLE resolves BPI CBA 


IN A memorandum dated Dec. 9, the Depart- 
ment of Labor and Employment (DOLE) or- 
dered a wage increase of P1,125 on the fourth 
year and another P1,125 on the fifth year for 
all employees. 

DOLE also authorized implementation of 
P5,000 one-time pay for the employees and 
additional allowance for overtime, meal and 
transportation, and medical-related al- 
lowances as well as cost of living allowances 
(Cola). 

The urion president and other union ой. 


cers are allowed 30 days leave for the purpose 
ofattending trade union activities. 

As the DOLE memorandum provides, the 
benefits are retroactive to April 1, 2004 for 
members of BPI Metro Manila Union, Federa- 
tion of Unions in BPI Unibank (Fubu), and 
BPI Employees Union-ALU-TUCP For mem- 
bers of Fubu Davao Chapter, the effectivity of 
the benefits is Oct. 1, 2004. 

BPI and the appropriate unions are to i 
corporate the benefits in their respective col- 
lective bargaining agreements. 


oductFiLes 


Digital music 
system from Bose 


APPLE'S iPod portable music player has 
changed the way people listen to music. Mil- 
lions of iPod owners worldwide use thei play- 
ers o take music collections wherever they go, 
and industry observers expect over a million 
‘more consumers to buy iPods during the holi- 
day season. But the iPod experience is usually 
a private one, confining music to headphones 
and computers. The rapid growth of the iPod 
creates а new opportunity for Boseto meet 
the needs of iPod owners with the new Sound- 
Dock digital music system. 

‘The SoundDock digital music system is a 
powered acoustic package with a remote 
control and an iPod docking cradle. Simply 
insert the iPod into the cradle and experi- 
ence a new level in digital music. The 
SoundDock system's sleek appearance 
blends with the iPod and almost any decor. 
Its slim profile and small footprint allow 
placement in kitchens, bedrooms, offices 
and dorm rooms. 

The SoundDock system's appearance 


ALMOST always a part of the 
Christmas festive table is the 
fruitcake, better known as the 
Christmas cake. For 25 years, no 
other fruitcake product can beat 
the famous Festival Cakes, the 
brand that produces the fruit- 
cakes of the season in bulk. 

Festival fruitcakes are made 
from real dates, raisins, wal- 
nuts and hazelnuts combined with a rich 
taste of premium brandy. Festival fruitcake 
is not only made out ofall these imported in- 
gredients. It is also a combination of import- 
ed and local ingredients such as local Mag- 
nolia Buttercup Premium Margarine with its 
sweet creamy butter-corn taste made froma 


Festive gift ideas 


complements its ease of use, An infrared re- 
mote control enables the user to control the 
system and the iPod from almost anywhere 
in the room. With the docking cradle, 
theres no need for special adapters or 
stereo cables and it also acts asa charger for 
your iPod. "The SoundDock system en- 
hances the performance of the iPod. Music 
lovers will surely be impressed by the qual 
ty of sound provided by such a small pack- 
age,” states Wilson So, president and GM of 
Eleksis Marketing Corp, exclusive distribu- 
tors of Bose entertainment systems. 

The SoundDock is available in audio and 
appliance centers nationwide. For inquiries 
оп how to experience a new level of Digital 
music, call 724-9566 or 898-2048, or log on 
to wwweleksis.com. 


ported California Sun Maid Raisins 

Festival Cakes is a year-round treat forev- 
ery occasion. The fruitcake can be served 
with tea. Festival Cakes have a shelf life of 
two years, provided itis dry-sealed and kept 
inthe freezer. 


The Rockwell Center Yule Fair 


JOLLIBEE’S NOVENA TV COMMERCIAL BAGS AWARD 


-olibee's Novena TV commercial bagged another 
award this year. It recently won а gold in the Araw 
Values Awards and was hallad as tha Best TV Ad. 
Shown are the executives ol Jolibee and Jimenezba- 
‘si (rom left: Joel Vilamayor, Jolibee marketing 
manager; Trixie Aguinaldo, Jolibee assistant product 


manager, Carol Kison-Estacio, Jollibee marketing 
‘manager, Inez Reyes, Jolibee VP for marketing; Tats 
Cruz, Jimenezbasic account director, Tere Filipina, 
 Jimenezbasic senior executive officer ; Myles Endri- 
па, Jimanezbasic account manager. Not in the picture 
is Jimenezbasic creative director, Lawin Bulatao. 


CHRISTMAS time is special and 
that's exactly what it is at the 
Rockwell Center. Everyone with a 
child's heart will experience what 
it's like to sit on Santa's lap with 
every visit from Dec 18, 2004 to 
Jan 2, 2005. 

A special Christmas carousel, kid- 
die train, kiddie ferris wheel and 
shooting gallery provided by Q Pow- 
er Station plus a whole set of inflat- 
able playgrounds by Themes and 
Motifs redefines the Rockwell land- 
scape. The Plaza Garden and the 
Plaza Strip are the Christmas cen- 
ters of the metropolis in the next 
few weeks. 

Catch weekday events like bub- 
ble shows and appearances by the 
‘Smart Kid mascot plus freebies like 
face painting and glitter tattooing 
for Smart Kid subscribers who pre- 


sent their mobile phone to the 
Smart booth. On weekends, the hol- 
iday spirit reaches a feverish pitch 
as balancing acts, balloon shows, 
acrobats and contortionists take 
center stage along with jolly old 
Santa Claus to meet and greet the 
kids. Movie screenings in Rockwell's 
new events venue The Rockwell 
Tent at the Plaza will feature 
beloved animated films like 
"Garfield" and "Shrek 2". 
Completing the Christmas cast 
are Power Plant Mall tenants like 
Nacho Fast, Buy-the-Bucker, Nestle 
Ice Cream, Seattle's Best, Café 
Mediterranean, O Music, Via Mare 
and Dunkin Donuts providing the 
munchies along with booths over- 
flowing with cotton candy, show 
cones, squid balls and barbecue. 
Kiddie favorite Candy Comer 


adds a twist to the festivities with its 
special candy bag promo at the 
South Court of Power Plant Mall. 
For only P250, customers will be al- 
lowed to fill their candy bag to the 
brim with all the candy they want! 
Those who make a donation ofa ful- 
ly functioning toy to Bantay Bara 
will even be given a 10-percent dis- 
count. Kids can do fun stuff like 
henna, an on-the-spot caricaturist 
booth and "Get a pic with St. Nick" 
also at the South Court of the Mall. 

‘And to complete the Christmas 
tradition, Rockwell presents special 
performances from groups like Da 
Capo, Soulful, Rod, Ria Villena and 
Dexter who will fill the air with 
Christmas tunes. 

For further details call the Rock- 
well information center at 890- 
6888. 


Medicines: : Edi. 
dies Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
e Vitamin C, Oral Rehydration . Roces Avenue comer Yague and. 
: — Salts, Water Purifying Tablets, Mascardo Sts., Makat -- 
Paracetamol Tel. No.: 897-8808 loc-238 x 


GOODS may be delivered to: CASH DONATIONS may be 
Camp Aguinaldo, Office of Civil d 
Defense, Edsa  — 
Catholic Media Network Office, 7 
Xavier House No. 2307 Pedro Gil, Buhay Infanta Fund; Acco 
Sta. Ала, Manila- - Number-3223-3082-35 — 
Contact Persons: Fr. Frands Lucas Åi 
or Mc Sanny Jegilfos (IRDC) 
Tel Nos.: 563-7321, 563-7313, 
5644480... | 
ев, flashlight - FaxNo.:563-7 a ue 
Container (Jerry Cans) Email: sagipbuhay@yahoo. com - 
; >... FOROTHERAREAS: o. 
Diocese of Cabanatuan/Social Action Center, please contact. Bishop Sofronio Bancud, SSS, D.D/ ` 
Lito Parulan/Fe Juana e Tel. Nos.: (4465-3049, 463-0388, (0817)3272125 (Fe) 
ut FOR OTHER INQUIRIES: - i n 
please contact Ms. Milet Mendoza, Assisi Development Foundation tel. nos. 632-100110 03; (0917)8881287. . 


Partners: : 


Assisi Development Foundstione Ayala Foundation e Philippine Daily Inquirere Institute for Disaster Risk 
Managemente Hands On Manilae United Laboratories Catholic Media Networke Corporate Network for 
Disaster Responses Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Inc. in coordination 
withthe Deparimentof Social Welfare and Developmentand the National Disaster Coordinating Council 
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PROFESSIONAL BEAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE ‘TRANSPORTATION GENERAL INVESTMENT. 


SERVICES FOR SALE ITEMS FOR SALE 'DRTUNITIES 
ка LIT eee HE m PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
INVITATION TO BID 
[из | Baguio Condominium Unit 
Offered for Public Bidding on an "as-is, whore-is" basis is an 
GARMA CLINIC иш DOG: Mm mm asset formerly owned by WESTERN MINOLCO CORPORATION 
ҮР SPECIALIST. ‘MILE CITIHOMES. EARN PST ues How? H (WMC) consisting of а fully furnished two-storey condominium 
GONORRHEA, HARTS & ш Fort ЮР 018580132 Om d sumest Dep Бою Ut iier? SU nit with a floor area of 193 square meters, З bedrooms, kitchen, 
[ii MILE ANNEX. - || dining area, living room, 3 restrooms and a garage located at 
ADULT CIRCUMCISION, а. m" SERRE um. [ Green Mansions Condominium, Gibraltar Road, Baguio City, near 
ШҮ for as LOW as 2 Good Shepherd Convent and Mines View Park. 
Р2,6721тог scnacertestscenes PHIL. DOG SCHOOL rm Asia to norn The asset is offered at its Base Price of P3,900,100.00, 
No. 8 Purdue St, Ойло, = t 3]_SEGRACEPISTSSISS?? н KS Tainig America, sidst Cra Om = 
C dl qa Ры Tem WAS Sos L38 e met ара Bids will be received, opened and tabulated in the presence 


Stella Maris College po Psychology & "rui dep 5 exes a уш ш [ of the bidders on January 26, 2005 at 3:00 p.m. at the PMO 
‘OPEN 8 AM to 6 PM - е айн АННЫ Log-on wewlBieicom || Conference Room, 6th Floor, 104 Gamboa St., Legaspi Village, 


ve 439270819130474 Макай Cty 
2 + тот Pars meme тазвеевазызишаи | interested partos may secure the sale documehis for a 


че BESTA P2407 2609523 nominal fee of P1,500.00 from the PMO Marketing Office. 


п илай, ELT RACES MS 
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sacriice Sale - FATIMA MOTORCYCLE sn 
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ASK JOHN MALE MASSEURS и Model a Branch 13, Lipa City mayroong LABAS SA HUKUMAN KASUNDUAN NG 
(092135364794 MARIKINA Cpe NA Cp есем MGA TAGAPAGMANA ni LUCIA DILLERA al 
Sse ed TAGBAUBAYA na плане ni Atiy, Zenaida O 
C BUYING ROLEX e amas noong Nov, 1, 2004 as pe Doc No, 402: 
WSOME ATHLETES 6327363 Bnew 4BR 278 26M МТ: (Ones WATOES. BEST PACE че iy, PAGPAPAUBAYA sa Duong karapatan sa 
E таи, 725900 Mm MCO BOLO LAND PROPERTIES INC. га may 
0433 « Habang eiat а ran sa C9 Magico St 
MALE WA Gaan Quezon CITY = батал, Quezon Ciy sa katauhan ni MELDA D. SAN 
KAYA PEDRO at TEODURD L- LM ay magkatawang 
m nagpapaganap ng kanilang KASUNDUAN (МОА) na. 
Pirana т Ху Bimas noong Nov. 18, 2004 as 


чї юше Vi 


INVESTMENT рег Doc. No. 403: Page No. 81; Book No. 4: Series 
MALE MASSUER 00518 DAN. доод 220547 9219967 magana 212008 in Quezon СПУ upang maisaayos ang lahat 


MASSAGE 8545348 WARREN ner Tangot eco Tos pet А eo 7,188 3,0 
e езшп, Sum 


MA. LUNVERSE SPA сакы —— = : 
Té. No. 4101259 FI 1 OC Cheap covesssors2 mm к : ; Turar свн 


THA Kama 00 наа == Samut PE rient paaa only be a click of the 
— —— —— — ——— саяз vans axs COSTA BUS бабу Agency & Cosmetic 


MSGELLFGSEMUDAUO ОНОТТО AREA 22ST 8180285 ge pque azsaesfezsrsca O AUTOMATICALAMUAL TRANS Окт / Demo Сиш | bing = mouse away. 


ат миша комы 09183220071 * 5344003 = 


THAI Меде Ше 08217555278 Year Grote SSOT 2972588 


€——— тше отоп = Mana Јав 
PR a mame 76080 Gn mana 
[7] p—— патака: 


Fasial 1 Massage Ole илз uer à А 
$$ BINAN RFO 07 SOTIE да PT Loy CST? ET Philippine Daily Inquirer 


HEU. змон MESSAGEBOARD 


12% Car Loan 08173161275 


MAKATI nr BUENDIA 
Prano saanane ы cms 155 CAR LOAN 520441 
Nard Massage 218167. BUY er Bale hs Paa 


4.1M C5 Nr The Fort {sn camonwarsesia 
TUTORIAL LESSOHS лоо, аз No eL ———— 
БААРОИ RISORTIDGU Amana 
Tenn Fr iael папа QUNM EC 
WoWrsooe am 190 7 На DH 
Teeth Sp pi 


ATEELS GOOD 4127758 


tapa tanga Miete MAKATI 


15% Easy Car Loan 2748765 
МЯ LA SALLE TAFT Baw KABOG Sade costae 


ЖАШЫ z 
Lr Hn лаъ ну ое оа а 


таи ас Jel la your thoughts be heard and add the warmth and essence of 
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NFA == Я 
intervenes ANNEX E: PUBLIC INFORMATION SHEET FOR PROPAGATION 


Inimbitahan ang publiko na magsumite ng kanilang mga puna о komento ва Punong Tegapamshal ng BPI (sa 
in sugar loo ng 30 araw mua e рема ng pubiikaayon) ukol вз Panukala Pare ва Pagtatanim ng Mats Event NKSO@ 
g (тид namas Roundup ис) Cor aang ang alng progenies o rus bung o pao a mta pag- 
гау o pauaew(d-lani (eoeeas) ng produktong Ito e alinmang uri ng mal na pinararami sa paraang 
procurement nay o PaT enayundl, at ang msie па nagtalagloy ng mga sprubadong Biotech eventa 


THE NATIONAL Food Aopleans Across lohan & Fes Nos mal Айдана 
Authority (NFA) con- (Mabpag-ugnayan sa sumusunod na address para sa karagdagang impormasyon) 
gines with lis sugar e 

uying operations fol- lonsnto Phiippinas, Iro, 

lowing meine: piter 

tions of President Каа быш Cone etang 1770 

Gloria Macapagal Ar- Mantua Cy, Maro Manta, Prioines 

royo for the agency to Tel No: (63-2) 809-4848 / Fax No: (83-2) 807-7581463-2) 807-0938. 
intervene In the sugar младост 

market to 

stabilize the price and Pangalan rg Kaukulang OpisyalAVaresdong Kinatawan 


supply of the com- О алша capt ato 
President Arroyo [з poskipsyonng Regulated Atele parasa Радев 
recently issued Execu- 
tive Order (EO) 386 Ang Com Event NK603 (Trade name: Roundup Ready Com) el eng lahal ng uro hybd ng mals па mula sa Event na 
authorizing the по ay taglay ang CP4 EPSPS coding sequence mula sa Agrobacterium sp CPS strain. Ang CP4 EPSPS sequence 
aer genae Д poten produksyon ng GPA EPSPS cra a apie соп ИК ng йз sa pamatay damong plcna 
sugar procurement for Й 5 
aa 2006-2005, | — SEC snet node mr babagay gun etn Ca 
‘The NFA buys "C' Span Sou Arcs at org at 2 Para а али ing pep М pase laya (arat пр raa 1 ре лу 
or reserved sugar “Australia, Taiwan, Korea, Mexico, Russia, Philippines at ang European Union). (wamunLedutwwwagbos. com). Baso 
from Planters Associa- sa mga umiral at tanggap na pandaigdigang елит, mga proseso a! prinsipyo га radebelep ng kaniang mga experto 
tions and Coopera- 81 ba pang Intomasyunal na experto hinggil sa kañglasan (na. yaong mga nabuo sa pamamagitan ng FAO-WHO Joint 
tives at the price of Experts Consutatone, ang OECD, LSI aba ра), napagpasyahan ng mga ahensyang Копа ang Com Event NKOS at 
РӨВО per Lig for all тз produkto nio ay kasinigtas ng mga kumbonsyunal na katapat nio 


mills based on the tar- à 
get per mill as pro- ро она ее ате ааа 
vided by the Sugar South Alicalgentina 
Regulatory Authority 
(SRA). Making Boo ng mga Potensyal na Epekto sa Kalusugan at Kapalgran 
A budget alloca- 
Ang Com Event NES (Trado name: Roundup Rady Com) at ang ahat ng uto hybris ng mal a mua sa епа 
Чоп of PAOO million | офари byaran su s Aretes GPA siai. Алу P4 EPSPS sara paasa 
МШЕ шевове produksyon ng pangkaraniwang proinang СРА EPSPS па nabibigay за АКБОЗ Ng feey sa pamataydamong 
an strom ema тета гү парда алу EE 
Тап explained that ‘ora tins aade pagong tn rg eronate rino oe Bate pnay o Ta М 
NGA PNG Tasa of rag лар ng maka aako та kalagan papas tM agn ng gp syn з 
3 rakumendasyon ng ltkela. 
Planters Associations/ 


Cooperatives on a Nabuo ang pagging tablang pagkain, pakain sa hayop a pangkapalgrang айдана baso sa: pagsusuti ng 

weokly basis, from ОРА EPSPS aciv at homology sa protinang EPSPS na таайа sa batang alaman, камал; ang maaaring 

November 7 to 14 un- genilnblang pagkain: mababang detay paawa ng protinang CP4 EPSPS: mabi na pagkalunaw ng CPS ESPS, 

til January 2005. Atang kakulangan sa pangkalahatang drektang pag-aaral ng nautng СРЕ EPSPS. 

Sugar planters who 

нам a pakain sa hayop ng mga рий: ng AAC МКВ, Ang gamit pantao ng ВАС NES ay 
er inaasahang di maggng kakaiba sa kumbensyoral га katapat nio. Ang alaga biang pakain sa hayop ng ARC 

any assoclations/co- NK603 ay indi kakaiba sa Sohyrds no (Querubin, 2004, Taylor, 201, Senis etl. 2002) Ang RAC NGOS 

operatives can request. ay lind alba sa kumbanayana па katumbas ayon sa kumposisyon. Kailas, at kbuihan at ang када га 

SRA that quedans of panuntunan sa mais na kasalukuyang inani, inaksiaka at gnagamit. 

thelr "C" sugar be con- 

solidated with those Naipakita sa pamaraptan ng anaisis ng mga suing susiansya: kabang ang mga poa ket carbohydrates rst, 

of any clones, amino саз алу acids al minerals ang rusyuna na katumbasan at kabutihan ng Roundup Ready Com 

a кайнай coop st NKGO3. Ang nuisyual na katumbas ay napatunayan sa maraming pag-aaral ng pagpapakain ng mgarangngiion 

alr choles ie. zd na manok, at daga. na nakapaloob ang clinical at histological na pagsusuri. Magianaiintulad nn ang pangkapaigrang 

тракту RR Com ss kunbeneyunal na mas. Ipsa ng mga esta ng арава ng RR com sa радан, plam. 

that NFA can likewise a hayop al kapagran ay kasinigtas ng mga produktong mul sa umbensyunal na та. 

procure their sugar. 

Associations and ‘esha ohchossle avhindicekda sana. ull at dahan, Walang residyu ng уур ова: ang natagguan sa pa base 
Coops that sold "C" за imtoldeecton na 0.008 pgp at sa mga алар ng alaman na bv lon na base naman sa etel delecton ra 
трн quedan а NEA 0001 uf pata ng mga rasula na ang ma t normal na paggamit лу gyphosata sa RAC ay Smakapagdaduki ng 
eer eme maneas na ecolovcogcdira epakto sa Ша at d mapangant Diang pagan at pakain sa hayop 


to "Buy Back" (Plant- ipinakita ng tapatang pagsusuri па ang inaasahang ekspresyon ng phenotypic na katangian ay hindi nagbago sa 
erg Option to Buy RAC NK603 kahit na ginamdan to ng g'yphosate. Ang pagkakaroon ng ibay laban sa giyphos2ie ay di dahian para 
Вас ne тос О 
эра: rom NPA in cP 5 E 
this scherma, the plant: Кыра Morsan epo 2004) Aag param sa di mapigi rung pangaina ea apsigran sa pamiamagian ng 
isscemedepan E e E e mips ло тазга кабара 
«шешне тоге E e аруз аа ла талэ таа aa 
Sold to NFA within six eee Nd paman hara rng nga id nk ОРДЕНЫ Kae 
(6) months from the 
time of purchase but Ang mgabi s Mga magsasaka at ipunan base sa inapsubahang тый lokasyong pagsubok 
the planters will, how- Dg NCBP. Ang apàdad ng RAC NK603 na hindi maapektuhan ng parehong malaku at kumulasbong label ng giyphosal 
ever, have to pay the ау nagpapahintulot ng pagamit ng harbsidyo sa mga pananim para sa mas malawak па pagpuksa ng damo. Ang 
eve veto pay the AA ne oa 
Du toa O Ша ут ok 
a ое | шукур tpn tree AG 
edere, ET тити шыр ta 
from the fourth to Aprubado para sa Publikasyon: 
sixth months, on top. YS 
of the NFA purchase Рт 
m of P680/Lkg less “KARITON. BARRON 

NFA Bacolod pro- puse 
vincial manager Bureau of Plant Industry. 
Pablito G. Gemarino Paari пераа 
said he has met with in Andres, | a 
representatives of кыт сана 
three Planters Federa- факты 
tions in the province Faxno: (02) 521-7650. 
to discuss the guide- 
lines and mechanics of Date: 
the sugar buying. 


Typhoon victims get support from organizations 


THE SHORT series of typhoons іп their systematic plan to do ће level and magnitude of damage organized to do immediate ocular 


ANNEX E: PUBLIC INFORMATION SHEET FOR PROPAGATION 


‘Tho public Is hereby invited to submit their comments to the BPI Director (within 30 days 
from date of publication) on the Proposal for the Propagation of Corn Event NK603 
(Tradename: Roundup Ready Corn ) and ай progenies derived from crosses of the product 
with any conventionally-bred corn and corn containing approved-blotech events 


‘Applicants Adéress/Telephone & Facsimile Nos /E-mal Address 
(Pease contact Dis address for more information) 


Музда Ciy, Phigpines. 
Té No: (632) 609-4848 / Fax No: (63-2) 607-7581N63-2) 807-9938 
unvnonsento cum 


Name of Responsible Ofce/Authorized Representative 
Berard L. CanapilAna Liza D. Ugalino 
Description ofthe Reguiated Алде fr Propagation 


‘Com Evert NKG03 (Tradename: Roundup Ready Corm) and al com inesthybrids derived om this Event coniain he 
ОРА EPSPS coding sequence кот Agrobacterum sp СРА stan. The CP4 EPSPS sequence encodes forthe 
production of Фе nalvraly-occuring CP4 EPSPS protein that renders the com NK609 tolerant to gyphosale, a 
hertisde known fo be environmental compattie. 


Com Event МОЗ and progenies are approved by regulatory agences in the folowing areas: 1) For Propagation and 
emitonmetal salatin ie Unted Sales of America, Canada, Japan, Sout Aica and Argentina and 2) Foodteed 
‘approvals (atin plus Ausra, Taiwan, Korea, Mexico, Russia, Phiippines and the European Union) (инип, 

i}. These agencies, relying oa their existing iemaliral accepted guidelines, processes and 
praccies developed by ther and oiher inamatona salty experts (eg. those convened by the FAO-WHO Joint 
Espens consulahons, Ine OECD, 1.51 and others) aed al the decison that Roundup Ready Com Event NKGOS 
and is products have been found to be as sale as s conventional counterpart 


Mto ba imported, County fes) of Origin ol he Regulaled Arte 
South AcalArgenfna. 
Brie! Summary of Potenti Efects on Human Healt and the Environment 


Сот Event АКБОЗ (Tradename: Roundup Ready Cor) andal com ineshybrids derived rom this Event contain the 
CP4 EPSPS coding sequence Iron Agrobacteria sp CP4 stain. The СР4 EPSPS sequence encodes for the 
production о! the natwaly occuriog СРА EPSPS protein that renders ће com NKGO3 loerant 1o glyphosale, а 
herbicide клоп to be environmental compatible. The EPSPS enzyme is present in the shikimic ac pathway for 
the biosynthesis of aromate amino cds in pants and microorganisms. Iha of this enzyme by glyphosate leads 
Ioa defcency in the producion ol aromatic amino acids and lack growth in pianis. The aromatic amino acid biosynihetic 
pathway is not present in mammalian avian or aquatic animais, This explains the selective actly in plants and 
ontfbstes o the iow risk lo human heath and the environment from the use of glyphosale according to label 
recommendations, 


The ood and eed safely of AA com was established based upon: ne evaluation of CP4 EPSPS activity and 

12 EPSPS protens presentin а dversty of plants, acing thse used for loods; he low dietary exposure ю ће CP 
EPSPS protain; Ie rapi digest of CP EPSPS, and Io lack ol tric or allergenicity of EPSPSs generaly and 
фу Greci studies ol his specie CP4 EPSPS. 


‘Food and Feed Uses ИЗВ NK 609 Products, The human uses of RRC NKGO9 are expected nol to be diferent rom. 
"ls conrentonel covlerpans, Feeding value 01 RAC NK873 grains is nat dierent irom Ihe isohyonds (Querubin. 
2004, Tayo etal, 2001, Slansiewst e a, 2002, RRC NKSOS is not maleria dierent from its convenbonal 
Gounlerpat in lems cl compost, safely, wholesomeness and any oher relevant parameter from com thal is 
cutrenty grown, marketed and consumed, 


“The national equivalence and wholesomeness of Roundup Ready Corn МИКОЗ compared to conventional cor was 
demonstrate bj the analysis of ky nutrients, ncudng proteins, at, carbohydrates, moisture, calories, amino acids, 
lany acds, and minerals. The ultioni equivalence o RA com to conventional com was Confirmed in numerous 
feeding studies wah brote chickens ang rats, which included circa and histological evaluations. The environmental 
impacto! RR comis aiso comparabile to converionalcom. The resus ol these ood, eed and environmental studies 
demonstrate hat RA comis as sale as conventional com. 


‘Non-detectable giyohosaie residues in soi. com grains and leaves, Incrop Roundup herbicide appcalions did not 
produce any Gleciable residues in soi {detection mi = 0.005 pg/g) and plant tissues (detection mi = 0.005 ру) 
thelincude grain and leaves. Resul showed that the glyphosate иеаітелі in RAC under normal use patiems pose 
low ecotenecogical sks in the soil and insignificant food and led risks (Monsanto Report, 2004), 


Comparative evaluations showed that the expected expression o! phenotypic Vas in RRC NKB03 did not change 
‘even wih ine аррсайоп of Roundup herbicide. Tolerance о glyphosate wil not in sel render com lo be weedy or 
"pvasive fo the natural habitat where its grown since there were по observed changes in reproducive or growth 
Characanstcs between he transgenic com and is isohybrid. Lirewise, the introgression ofthe glyphosate tolerant 
ene Got llc the reaction ol RAC NKG03 lo major diseases and pests, such as пе Арас Com Borer Monsanto 
Report. 2008) The risk of uncontroted invoduction rto the enwsonment though od crossing or hybndizaton to wid 
relives is vitualy non-existent in the Philipines. Culivaled com is not kay fo estabish in non-op habtals and 
there are no reports of com surviving as a weed. Corn is not invasive and a weak compoto wih skied seed 
берет and is пару о grow witout human nleenton (Cudera, 2002) 


Эгей of Roundup Ready Com (SAC) NKGOS о famers and soci котине NCBP approved muli location та. 
“The ably of RAG NKGUD 1o tolerate boh subsania and cumulabv leves of glyphosate allows ће i-crop herbicide 
appicatan lor broad spectrum weed contol. Roundup heibicde provded excellent сопіс! ol grasses, edges and 
себем weeds competng wih the com. Roundup Ready (RA) weed management systems provided considerable 
yeldandior nel income advantage over conventional weed сопіс! practices. Further, RR systems may complenent 
опселе қоп tage itatves and efoto conserve he lopso inthe uplands (Monsario Repor, 2004). 
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"Violeta", "Winnie" and “Yoyong” relief and rehabilitation activities impact. survey. It is expected that the dara =" Celebrate Kew Year the safest Wayi 


that have left Philippines last Dec. in the affected areas of Aurora, Under this disaster response they present in the next few days 
3, paved ће way for the aerial Quezon, Camarines Norte and project, the unified works of Echo may help in the formation of yet 
Survey and reconnaissance trips Catanduanes. Presently, the relief European Commission, German another procedure to respond to 
done in Northern and Southern goods are on-their way to the AgroAction, PhilGerFund,andthe their specific typhoon-related 
Luzon forthe past three daysnow. affected areas as the Echo, ће PhilGerFund-assisted problems. Initial reports from the 
The activity was done by the Humanitarian Aidofthe European Organizations have found time German Agro Action Team 
Deutsche Welthungerhilfe/ Commission and the Foreign and resources to support the field mentioned that the biggest 
German Agro Action and its Office of Germany immediately level activities. damage are croplands and the 
partner, the Philippine-German release а total EURO300, 000. for The communications to the small forest area in the sloppy 
Development Foundation, Inc. the relief and rehabilitation groups in the inland-upland areas mountain, particularly crops such 
‘with the assistance of the National activities. Two (2) teams are of Kalinga, Apayao, Ifugao, as rice, vegetables, without 
Disaster Coordinating Council working with the volunteer Benguet, Nueva Vizcaya and necessarily undermining the 
(NDCC) and the Philippine Coast partner organizations in provinces Quirino provinces which werealso hundreds of landslides that 


Guard. of Aurora Quezon, Camarines affected bythe typhoon, have been clogged the road access and water e VERY LUUD AOL 


‘This survey gave enough data Norte and Catanduanes. And focus difficult to establish. Hence, the ways for the human settlements to 


to tighten up several “loose ends" areas were identified according to reconnaissance teams are already access basic necessities. a SOUNDS LIKE JUDAS BELT 


reunited in the name of love in this pinoy. 


BOLBOK FESTIVAL 


156th Founding Anniversary celebration of the town last December 12. 


Heartwarming Christmas gift 
from Up Close and Personal 


FAMILY that was shattered because the heart warming stories be it the 
of poverty and how they were elites, selected few and the everyday 


tmostspecial time oftheyear..thisis "It highlights the achievements of ч 
Yet another different sory that Up celebrities in sport, entertainment 2 power outlet 
Close and Personal with Marissa Del industry, businessmen, politicians 
Магла базиса Tuesday Der 21, and goverment people. Through aga 
at IBC 13 entitled "The Gift’. Up Del Mar's production outfit, the 4 

Close and Persona! with Marissa Del Millicent Productions it has become ESALE ORDERS ARE 

Mar produced by Millicent а launch pad of her public service | y HOLE (0 
Productions Ine, is successful in its endeavor, giving way to the genesis ja] 
format thus bringing to the viewers ofthe ilice Foundation. j 


= MASAMI. 
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DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
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Day before publication 


MELBA CLEMENTE 


KC PEREZ DE VENECIA* DY TIAPCO | 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
on December 19, 2004, 


wife of Ernesto C. Dy Tiapco 
mother of Mei-ling, Christine, Dan, 
Beloved daughter to Speaker Jose and Georgina de Venecia, dong: Egad. Kito and Jay. 


wonderful sister to Alexandra Haner, Leslie Norton, Vivian Garcia, Her family, in-laws, grandchildren and 


5 $ s great grandchildren request relatives and 
Jose de Venecia III, Carissa Cruz, Felipe Cruz MI,- friends to pray for the eternal repose of her 


best friend and sister to Christopher de Venecia and soul, . 
loving granddaughter to Azucena Vera Perez, amazing classmate, Her remains lie in state at the Loyola 


precious niece, member of the cool cousin group The Bulilit Gang Memorial Chapels (LMC), Guadalupe, 

с н Makati. Funeral Mass will be at 8:00 a.m. оп 

and cherished friend. Friday, December 24, 2004 at LMC. Burial 

will follow at the Holy Gardens 
Memorial Park, Sumulong 


YNG 
Highway, Antipolo. à CG 


(April 6, 1988 - December 17, 2004) 


эз. 
A fun-loving, passionate, sweet, intelligent girl who lived 


life to the fullest. She spoke her mind freely and loved with all her heart. 
Please pray for her eternal rest. 


Her remains lie in state at Santuario de San Antonio Church, Forbes Park, 
Makati. Interment Mass will be tomorrow, December 22 at 10:00 a.m. 

i 5 х Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 

at Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati. оп December 19, 2004 at buset of 87. 


His bereaved children GONYING & JOJO: TEDDIE & 
In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate donations i ARLE (CATS ALMA: OLENI 
: ARLERI mdehitdren and 


to the KC de Venecia Foundation. er relatives and friends request the readers to join them in 
ng for his eternal happiness in heaven. 


His body lies in state at Mabolo 51. Malolos City. 


Interment will be on December 22, 2004 at the St. Vincent 
Memorial Park, Mabolo, Malolos City at 12:00 noon 


| “absent 
from the 


body to be CRESCENCIA QUINES AGAS 


present | ofTagudin, locos Sur Kamias, Quezon City and New York, U.S.A. 
Реваўийу ine oar Lord on December 17, 2004 atthe age of 5. 


with the reset cman 
BAYHON GOMEZ, |^ mm 


— Corinthians 5:8 
Е pm 


of Ibajay, Aklan and Calbayog City, Samar 


Died in He Grace of eur Lard An obituary with a 

on December 19, 2004 at the age of 91. К 8 di 
Her loving husband Tomas Jr (1); children Buddy & Tessie Samson, Eddie picture can be a fitting tribute 
& Helen Ronquillo, Venus & Mike Deming, Minnie & Romy Tarrayo, to your departed loved one. 


Girlie & Bill Kaltenbruner, Baby & Douglas Baarde (1), and Gandhi; А 
grandchildren and great grandchildren, brothers and sisters, in-laws, other Always caring... 


relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


her soul. 


WE ACCEPT OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
CREDIT CARDS © Copy of Death Certificate 
and bank-to-bank payments Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


Her remains lie in state at Premier 1, Loyola Memorial Chapels, Inc., 
Guadalupe, Makati City. 


Interment will be on the 24" day of December 2004 after the 9:00 a.m. Mass 
at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City. d DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT * MESSAGE OF THANKS 
* DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS 
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Minahal...” 


Ang'natatanging Da King. 


Hindi paalam... 


Kundi, maraming salamat. 


F 
Fernando Poe, Jr. 
August 20, 1939 - December 14, 2004 
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"What remains now is the deepest heal- 
ing ofall, the healing love.” 


—Deepak Chopra- 


HERE are only two great forces on 
earth—Iove and fear. And we are 

free to choose between them. 
‘Though Christmas is the season of 
love, expression of the spirit of loving 
is not meant to be a once-a-year tradi- 
tion but a daily routine, Make a bar- 
gain with love, one that commits your 

+ Soul, and all these gifts will be yours. 


What love can accomplish 
Here is a list of things that love can 
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“Text us your feedback: 
inquirer Ие name/cty/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


Love's gifts 


do. Take the time to write down all the 
feelings you associate with each wis- 
dom. Write down what you expect 
from love. 

Ifyou are attuned to who you really 
are, then love will definitely respond 
and you can harness its power. 

ө Love is meant to heal. Remember 
all the wounds that need healing, the 
differences that need to be overcome, 
the bridges that need to be built. Ex- 
ample: I want to fix my love relation- 
ship. 

© Love is meant to renew. Welcome 
а resurgence of newness in your life. 
Example: I want to put enthusiasm to 


You can harness the 
power of love to 
achieve your goals 


my work. 

ө Love is meant to make us safe. Be 
self-confident in everything you do. 
Do not let any insecurity affect you. 
Example: I want to feel safe about my 
own decisions and actions. 

* Love is meant to give us power. 
You have inner strength. Example: 1 
want to reject anger in my life because 
itweakens me. 

ө Love is meant to make us certain; 
not to have doubts. Declare certainty 
now. Example: want to be sure of my- 
self. 

© Love is meant to remove fear. Re- 
ject instability. Example: I want to be 


(bate, CORONET Enterprise ү С 


fearless, 

* Love is immortal. There is no end 
to love—it simply evolves. Example: 1 
am constantly transformed by love. 

* Love is meant to bring peace. 
There is no room for strife and discord 
because the loving heart is centered in 
peace. Example: I want peace to reign 
in my heart. 

© Love is meant to harmonize dif- 
ferences. There are no problems love 
cannot transcend. All obstacles are 
overcome. Example: I want harmony 
to inspire my life. 


Loveyc3 


THIS CHRISTMAS, THE MORE YOU SHOP, 
THE MORE YOU SAVE! 


when you shop at SM Department Stores and 
retail affiliates using your ВР! Express Teller and 
Banco De Oro Smarteller ATM Cards. 
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The haipiut place. 
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THE AMAZING TOY STORE 


0123. 


GANG NG 
Ve tat eo aoe SEH 


INFIGRIS GONZALES 


SURPLUS SHOP 


ASTON FOR CESS 


company 3 


Promo runs from NOV. 12 to DEC. 31, 2004. 
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OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, 
A tradition of leadership х 


Moribr oth Filipina Depost Insurance Сарои Maximum Depost surance for Each Dapoatar P250,000} 


MANILA'S loveliest five: Shara Que, Bianca Manalo, Diana How, Dianne Sison and Fenina Tugade in their gorgeous Pitoy Moreno gowns 


L 
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FIVE of the women behind the affair's huge success: Nini Licaros, 
Consul Helen Ong, Yoli Ayson, Joanne Matschuck and Becky Garcia 


TWO of Manille's hostesses with the mostest: glam gal Mely Ablaza, 
with business magnate husband Luis Ablaza, and honorary consul of 


Lovely of face and spirit 


OTHER stars of the night: world class 
couturier Pitoy Moreno and Burger 
first lady, socialite Fe Rodriguez 


Wa 
MABEL Abano and Makati'sfirst lady, Dr. 
Elenita Binay 


+ 
PNG aan 
THIS gal is full of soul 
and Evelyn Lim 


1 EE 
Forbesis on the roll. 


Julie Dixon 


SOCIALITE Ока Montinola with her buddy, 
ace photographer Pancho Escaler 


LL roads led recently to the Makati 
Shangri-La Hotel for the annual pre- 
sentation of Manila's Five Loveliest, 

stylishly hosted by hot hot brand names 

‘Smart Gold and Infinity, and Sony-Ericsson at 

the Grand Rizal Ballroom. 

Our town’s glamour set was there with 
great anticipation for an event where five 
young misses—all with the four Bs—were the 
‘main attractions, palangge 

The evening started with a blast. Manila's 
five loveliest knocked our socks off and the 
ladies’ Blahniks and Guccis, as well, as they 
showed off their fab dancing skills—and Cole 
Haan shoes—in an exciting, fun, hip number. 

After a short amusing breather, thanks to the 
witand spontaneity ofthe host of hosts, Johnny 
Litton, no less, the five girls sashayed on stage 
in Gerry Katigbaks cocktail and formal gown 
creations. Gerry, by the way, also produced and 
choreographed the pre- 
sentation, which was di- ——————— 


meibeauifilybytat WITHOUT 


ented Roxanne Lapuz, 
palanggas. BATTING 


The five gals from 
buena families were at 
their elegant bes, 
showing off stunning 
formal evening gowns 
and other fashionable 
outfits superbly de- 
signed by the one-of-a- 
kind King of Philippine 893 
Fashion, Pitoy Moreno. Ф 
But who else, n'est-ce Maurice 
pas? 

If that wasn't awe. Arcache 
some enough, we found Photos by 
splendor and excite: Alex Van Hagen 
ment in the voice of on Kodak Max 
Broadway singer, good- 
looking Jose Шапа, 
who jetted in from the United States to be the 
special guest ofthe event. Wow! 

Aprés dinner was served, an audio-visual pre- 
sentation highlighted the task of Manila's Five 
Loveliest. It reminded us that the occasion was 
more than just a search for women with beauty 
and brains. It underscored that the affair was a 
"coming together" of people dedicated to using 
their talents to help a society in need. 

More than anything else, the crowd was 
made to realize what young 21st-century Fil- 
ipino women think about current issues 
how they react to them. It proved to us that th 
young gals were not only blessed with a good 
education and upbringing, but also social con- 
sciousness and values, dahlings. 

Another highlight was the auction of must- 
haves—Cole Haan shoes and eye-catching 
Sony-Ericsson cell phones. Also auctioned were 
must-go exotic tours on Star Cruises, dahlings! 

As I chatted with the club's brilliant and car- 
ing chair, Nini Licaros, she explained to me that 
“proceeds from this event will go to scholar- 
ships for the underprivileged. Plus we will be 
continuing the endeavor that has made it poss 
bleto help many deserving students. 

"In fact, Maurice, the first batch of Love 14 
scholars will be graduating next school year,” 
she said with a smile, glad to be able to help our 
less fortunate brothers and sisters. And I smiled, 
too. 

This years Manila's five loveliest received gift 
items from Rustan's and Prestige Marketing, 
sole distributor of Moschino Courtier & Parfum 
and Dolce & Gabbana. 


ROCK, Baby rock! Bituin Escalante and the “Si 


[ t 


THANKS for the, 


ft: Charity worker and socialite Charie Lao B. and 


husband, popular gentleman Amado Bagatsing, receive their raffle 
‘prize from Love 14 officer Mons Romulo Tantoco 


AT THEIR best! Carmen Ang, Ana Ledesma, Marissa Fenton and Vina 


Morales 


LIKE mother, like daughter: Ella 
and her mother Alice Villanueva 


STYLISH women: Cinderella's 
Therese Santos and gorgeous 
Che Singson 


jupremes" rock the Tent 


QUEEN and King in the alcohol 


business: Fe Leabres and husband, 


business magnate Ernie Yu 


MOTHER and daughter team: 
pretty Paulaand mom Lita Garcia 


READY to party: Ching Escaler 
and Peter Garrucho 


Angola Helen Ong, with her husband Dr. Luciano B. Ong 


PROUD dad and mom: 
How, with their daughter Diana, one of 
Manila's Loveliest. 


POPULAR plastic surgeon George Neri and 
his wife, top golfer May Santos; Gov. Chavit 
Singson and the stunningly beautiful Che 
Tiongson 


INTERNATIONAL socialites: Gigi Reyes, 
Marjo Choa and top lady of the Philippine 
Tatler, Harrison Plaza and Love 14, Irene 
Martel Franciso 


Motown at the Tent 

‘The popular ABS-CBN and Bantay Kalikasan 
really know how to organize a super bash, 
palanggas. 

“Motown in Motion,” hyped as “the biggest 
dance party concer,” featured mega hot artists, 
‘who packed them in at the NBC Tent. 

“The benefit concert was for the last phase of 
the La Mesa Watershed project of that woman 
with the four Bs and a heart of gold, Gina 
Lopez. The tireless persona behind the restora- 
tion of the La Mesa Dam as the city's primary 
water source, Gina led the partying set that 
rocked to the upbeat rhythm of Motown hits. 
Dressed in stylized 'é0s- and '70s-theme outfits 
were “Motown in Motion” organizers—viv 
cious and adorable Evelyn Lim Forbes, exotic 
beauty Otta Montinola, world traveler and top 
charity organizer Josephine Knox, Celia 
Silang Cruz and Chit Guerrero. 

Ricco and Tina Ocampo, Chingbee Kalaw 
and Bobby Cuenca, Ching Escaler and Peter 
Garrucho, Popoy and Dolly de Rosario, Lizzie 
Zobel, talented interior designer Cocoy Cordo- 
һа, and Pilie Aquino were definitely "in the 
groove,” dahlings. 

Super hosts of the affair, Mitch Valdes and 
Ariel Ureta, did a great job of turning back the 
hands of time and transporting the crowd back 
to Motown days. 

Keeping the partying animals’ adrenaline on 
the up and up was Nescafe, which was being 
poured endlessly. At the end of the affair, each 
опе went home party-ed out but happy to have 
а CD compilation of Motown hits, courtesy of 
MCA International, natch! 
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Love's | ——. Gifts for good health 
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‘ ® a Pe oo ng 1 f 
1 ts 8 4 3 3 + 1см Star offers a wide ar- Belgian, chocolate or Numifb- 
Ж. А G = room (instant Breakfast Meal). 
EG Мый 4 RUE aromatherapy Ti instant. drinks contain 10 
A 4 eo росих SC, cleansing herbs that gently detox- 
Ў moisturize and release ify the body. 
natural fragrances. Persons who have used the 
Delight your friends and loved products claim to enjoy clear and 
4 oneswith soaps, moisturizersand healthy skin, low to normal 
© Love is meant to bring us closer to s = colognes with fragrances that сап cholesterol levels and low toxic 
God. The source of love is a boundless un- Se a calm, refresh and revitalize or, and metallic contents. 
tiring supply of goodness and abundance. € $ even energize. Nutri-blend instant drinks with 
Example: I invite God to live in my heart. Enjoy aromatherapy soaps herbs are designed for todays 
If you have accomplished this list, con- such as Rosemary with Ginger, hectic lifestyle. 
gratulations! You have made a deal with Bergamot with Cinnamon, СМ Stars products harness 
the indestructible part of you--your soul. Spearmint with Oatmeal, and natural therapeutics from Mother 
Rest easy now because love will take care Milk with Honey and Vanilla. Машгез healing gardens. Enjoy 
ofthe rest. Green Tea soap, lotion and encapsulated natural food sup- 
You don’t have to bother with the list or cologne help protect the skin plements. 
even try to make it come true. There iS THESE soaps have from destructive free radicals ‘The company carries a range of 
nothing else you need to do except this опе fragrances that can calm, = Е caused by робот, diseasesand products, for һе! Improve: 
rule: it ES others. They leave a protective ment, such as Grape Seed Ex- 
"When you feel love, act on it, Speak Tereshandrevitaize—ever = coating to shield you from the tract, Co-Enzyme Q-10, Milk 
your heart, Be truthful. Remain open.” pr | sun's harmful ultraviolet rays Thistle, Dia-Herbs, Echinacea, 
You have now aligned yourself with love. 3 while moisturizing and cleansing and Slim and Fit capsules, 
After two months, read your list again. You yourskin. Visit the CM Star head office at 
“will be surprised at how much you have ac- A L ^ Thedirectselling CM Star'that 86 9th Ave., Cubao, Quezon City 
complished. promotes “total wellness” also of- and learn more about these prod- 
“Askiz ^ > 4 drin! it ucts ii inar. 
„рео, Cop aya taking love. STAN nance AE ee ee 
one to risk and by risking it first in your... 'avorscontain 10 cleansing frothy vanilla coffee blend, tea or 
heart, you open a door that will never close herbs that genti verus 
again." the body. ... 
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Comfort tea 
Make ita habit to take a cup of hot ginger k hi h 7 р 
о ышы EN Make your home а soothing haven 
манан in Gp Sea WHETHER itis the star, the middle leaves and purifying essence of wild SM Bacoor SM City Cebu, Robin- 
Love inhalation orthe end of your day perfume, pu- lavender lowers, among others. зопз Galleria, Robinson's Place Er- 
"dd a tablespoon of fresh lemon juice... уала fieshentheairinyourhome Look for the most muro selec- mit Robinsons Bacolod, Robinson 
and ginger to a bow! of hot water Cover апі enhance your mood with the ton in home fagranoe os in the Big R Cagayan de Oro, Ayala Geter 
Sour eid ia коме] and take in allies soothing, healing scent of Zen Zest Zen Zeststore at Glorieta 3, Makati Cebu, Green Mall Bacolod 
Yoodness. Add a drop of peppermint oil if homefragranceais. and at Zen Zestkiosks and outlets in Gaisano Mall Davao, Festival Mall, 
you wish. Retailing at PEO each, уоп сап se- leading shopping centers nation- МЕ Pacific Mall Cabanatuan and 
lect from several relaxing scents-the wide. pi Fees al La 2 
i cooling refreshing cirusy grapefrukt Zen Zest outlets are located at Check out the newly-opened out- 
Love and light be your gift this season Em "€ чы кышы те сЕ тр 
“The Path to Love", Deepak Petals; cooland calmingcedarwood; North Edsa Annex, SM Megamall Robinsons Мето East and Tutuban SURROUND yourself with the relaxing scent 
soothing, stimulating eucalyptus Bldg. B, SM Baguio, SM Pampanga, ofa Zen Zest oilat the end ofa busy day. 
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Ehron Thot's how convenient Shell Helix Service Centre is. Manned by highly-trained automotive professionals. 


ТЕЙЕШ ЫДА Service Centre ео 32 point performance check. Knowledgeable and export service. Simply 100% total satisfaction, 
EXPERT SERVICE 
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IS IT alien abduction? 
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Treadmill buying guide 


Part Two 


‘OU can increase the intensity 

of your workout without 

having to walk faster by in- 
creasing the elevation of the tread- 
mill. Look for an automatic electric 
incline feature that can raise the 
machine by at least 10 percent. 
Usually, the higher a machine can 
incline, the more expensive itis. 

Cheap treadmills use a manual crank with 
hydraulic pistons to elevate it. These tread- 
mills may not be able to support your weight 
properly in the elevated position. 

A treadmill should reach a top speed of at 
least eight miles per hour. If you are a serious 
runner, look fora higher speed capability. 

The incline and speed buttons should re- 
spond quickly when pressed. You don't want a 
sluggish response when you want to slow 


MECHANICS: 
1. Ali registered Globe Gizmo Prepaid 
Subsénbers are enliled o oin tha promo. 
xL WISH 
эм. 


То avai of tne offer, child must frs 
192611 using a Globe Gizmo Prop: 
This textis (roo of cargo. 


. Chl wil receive a text roply asking himiher 
‘Christmas wish. Child must 
чо check oul the possible 
as fts offered In tho promo. 


 Chli wil be prompted ta choose from a list 

‘of possible gi wishes: Guess Kids clothes, 
Rebosapien loy, or watch Disney On Ice al 
Araneta Coliseum. Chid can choose desired 
‘wish by replying to 2811 withthe number of 
the chosen git 


WELL AND 
Соор 


Tina Juan 


down or speed up the machine especially 
when you are running fast. 

‘The belt should respond smoothly and not 
with an abrupt jerk. The same goes for the tilt 
mechanism when the treadmill is raised or 
lowered. 


Display console 

The display console should be large and 
high enough so you can read the numbers and 
functions without having to look down, 
‘which can cause dizziness. 

An average console will display speed, 


pace, incline, time, distance, heart rate and 
calories burned. Numbers should be easy to 
read. 

Itis nice to have a reading ledge so you can 
read while you work out and side trays for a 
water bottle, portable music device or a tow- 
pi 


Programs 

All treadmills have a manual program that 
lets you start the machine by just pressing a 
button, then adjusting the speed and incline 
as you wish. Preset programs range from sim- 
ple to advanced. The more advance the pro- 
grams are, the more expensive the treadmill 
will be. But you may not need all the pro- 

ms. 
On the other hand, as you become more fit, 
you may want more challenging workout pro- 
grams. 

The treadmill should allow you to switch 


TREADMILUD3 
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NESS nS 11993017 5% OFFI 


es 
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кеге, етейин а festle@Inquirercom.ph 


Text us your feedback: 
Ifquirer life namefcityimessage to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


properly in the elevated 
position 


4, Chis wii then receive а message nfo 
onerat Sania cod har wer T 
System ий end а tax message fo ha рат 


forming tuner of the chi $ weh wih any 
lina folowing discount mobie coupons: 


+ 30% ой on Disney On ice Ticket purchases 
(weekday shows) at the Tickotnol Araneta 
 Cónter cute kom December 1010 January 2 


+ 20% discount ("1.000 off with every 14° 
Robosapien purchase at parbcatng Kidz 
Staton, Rusian end Toy Kingdom outlets in 
GMA, Cove, Pampanga and Batangas from 
Bocember 16 to January 15. 


= 15% ой оп cotes purchased at al Guess. 5. 
Kids outots in GI 
to January 15. 


irom December 10 


Parent shall present the discount mobile 
‘coupon at ine parucpaling оше! lo aval 
‘Of ha discount 


 Thechid can choose up to 3 diferent git 
wishes. И лө chid wahos fara gift lem 
fico, parent wil only receive 1 discount 


PROMO PERIOD: 
December 10, 2004 to January 15, 2005 


For more information about Globo Gizmo Prepaid. 
Б Got locom Customer Senco at 730-1000. 


‘mobile coupon for ina 2 wishes. 


И more than 1 chid is registered under a 
paront, and ай children washed forthe same 
Gi рәгоп wil receive 1 discount mobile 
Eaupon per chid. 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


Tw THE 
CONDUCTOR. 
WHO ARE 


AND THS, MY BoY, 15 
THE POLAR EXPRESS! 


BIGGER 
IN THE 
моу. 


тт SEEMED SOME PEOPLE 
ALOT HAVE LARGER 


MOVE 1T, BALDY! 
THE KLINGON 
j— EXPRESS IS 


MARVIN 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


HEY, LADY.» TURN DOWN 
THE STUPID THERMOSTAT!/ 


"YOU CANT FIGHT 
MOTHER NATURE, 


BABY BLUES 


T JUSt LOVE fus конду, 
lOFéunie садоси» C05 он 
доном DNY LIKE таӊ 
[MAKES ME 5o NAPY, 

NG 


o PENGEPUL 40- ORMYGODI 
“THE BENNETS SENT US A CARDI, 


THE TEMPERATURE IS. 
JUST TOO WARM TO SNOW. 


Houbay... 


Now T AME TD GO OUT mins 
Chou WESTER AND BOY 
THEM ONG... F ANTE TAS 


= 


NA 
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BY JERRY SCOTT 


GH СЭ] 
eer) тев, 
H 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


Гонт чой Fino 


Secret SANTA 
creepy? 


Үреоріє Net KNeWING YAREN'F we плаво 
THE сомсер+оғА |FROM мном tHeiR 
GiFTS соме, AND 
HAVING to Give GIFTS 
do someone "ескен? 


Suspicion АМР 


ler өл, 


SEASON oF 0feN- 
Ness AND боорун 


FoR CHRISTMAS T 
уйн You THe GIFtS 


THAT'S Н 
IWANT Tous, 
Lotsa toys! 


HIPOKRITO TALAGA 
TANONG LAHAT. 


'KUNG PORO PANINIRA 
NOON E PURO PAPURI 
NON ANG 


NANUITAN PALA 
51 KUYA IGNO Е 


AS SANTA'S 
HELPER, WHAT Do: 
Pov Pur IN THE 
CHRISTMAS 


Ие 


= 


CANDY? CANES, 


TANGERINES, LITTLE 
NOUSAT CANDIES.. 


CHOCOLATE CHERRIES, 


THE 
OCCASIONAL 


HAIRBALL. 


dme req 


DIVINE COMEDY 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS. 


MAN WAS SAD 
AND BORED IN 
THEGARDEN. | 
GOD SAW | 
IT WAS NOT 
GOOD FOR MAN 
ТО BE ALONE. 


SO HE 
TAUGHT HIM 


GOLF 


oat. 


~- HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


MIKROKOSMOS 


TAY, NAKITA М KULOT YUNG 
MGA BOTE NATIN NA GINAWA 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: You are strong-willed and purposeful 
remain silent. This means your strength is both verbal an 


I You know the pow 
1d nonverbal. You are private by nature. You love chii- 


И when to speak and when to 


dren and animals and are appalled by cruelty to them. Work hard this coming year for rewards in 2006. 
Birthdate of: Samuel L. Jackson, actor; Ray Romano, actor; Kiefer Sutherland, actor. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
EN April 19): You might be 
singled out for extra re- 
sponsibilities in the next 
few weeks. I so, accept 
whatever you are asked to do. 
You'll do well 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): You have an 
Increasing desire to ex- 
ind your horizons. 
through travel or edu- 
cation, The next few 
weeks are the perfect time to take 
courses or go back to school. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You might be 
faced with having to 
deal with somebody 


else's values. The prob- 


lem is that you do not agree with 


these values. You have to try to 
find a common meeting ground. 
CANCER (June 21 to 
duly 22): You can ex: 
pect to focus on part- 
ners and close friends. 
much more in the next 
few weeks. This gives you a good 
chance to earn more about how 
you relate to everyone. 


DaiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Nie dam 


6 Tragcioy 
9 Father of 


psychoanalysis 
14 Santiago's land 


15 Crooner Torme 


16 No-mants and. 
17 Freshen up 


18 Actress Arthur 
19 Merger 


20 Harts and 
Оет 


21 Sound ola 


womanizer 
24 Exposes 


25°_ Fideles" 
25 Neck wraps 


29 Wallach of 
"Lord Jim" 


30 Clrinatat 


‘Shaw 
31 Sounds of 


derision 
36 Poet Teasdale 


37 Haley book. 
39 Han 5009 love 


By Frances Burton 


40 Sound ol 
Summerville, GA 


берагшо 

42 Smal bays 

43 Veneration 

44 Dry нме vina 

46 Make 

50 US. family of 
КЗ 

1:51 Sounds ol the 

stabla? 

53 Bleachor cheer 

56 Get upl 

57 Harper Valley 
grp. of song 

58 Picture in one's 
mind 

60 Liko Cheerios 

6t Knights Ме 

2 Incier 

63 The. ol 
Kilimanjaro" 

64 Finsh 

85 Framework 
poss 


DOWN 

1 Farm pot. 

2 Smal 
touting 

3 Victones. 

4 Pub choco 

5 Avaniyatde 
movement 


6 Walks leisurely 
7 Coal creanons 
а Hammer type 
9 Amorphous 
10 Dishwasher 

сусе 

11 Gres out 
12 Lettar shaped 

fastener 

13 Reopent 
22 $тейег input 
23 Stoppages 

24 Rosser 

ürcnoy 

26 Insolent 

Tender 

21 Crop ol a ied 
28 Razor choice 
28 Tako In food 
31 Goar feature 
32 иод support 
33 Jeone-makor. 

‘Svauss 

зи Dalberale 

mssatemeris 

35 Window 

ветот. 

37 Srur whee! 

38 indvstie: 

41 Shiny teorics 


49 Ou ol kiter 

50 Russan 
president 

52 Church secon 

$3 Prego rival 

54 Added years 

55 Towel 1D 

58 A-Team 
member 


42 Temperature 
scale 

44 Look at 

45 Expression of 
denson. 

46 Disorder to tha 

47 Comic Atkinson 

48 Muse ol pootry 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Tackle any project 
that appeals to you 


the energy to organize 


yourself better both at workand at 
home. Fortunately, this wonderful 
urge will stay with you for the next 
month! 


now, because you have 


NATING PALAMUTI.. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
0 Sept. 22): You might 
ng) be more involved with 
children in the immedi- 


ate future. Everything having to do 
with the arts, the entertainment 
‘world, show business and profes- 
slonal sports appeals to you now. 


Party on! 
tant to you now. Re- 


unions, family visits 


and exchanges with relatives all re 


Quire your time. 
weeks are busy! Short 


trips, errands and con- 


versations with siblings and rela- 
tives, plus increased buying and 
selling, keep you on the run. 
a quicischemes, And 
sometimes they work! 


Inthe next few weeks, your focus. 
оп moneymaking ideas is quite 
strong. Who knows what will hap- 


pen? 
sign, bringing you en- 


ergy, vigor and better 


health. It's your turn to recharge 
your batteries for the rest of the 


year! 
ation as you can in the 


next few weeks. Work 


behind the scenes, if you can. You 


need some downtime. 
month ahead. Talk to 


friends about your 


hopes and dreams for the future. 


22): Home and family 
become more impor- 


SCORPIO (Oct. 2310 
Nov. 21): Fasten your 
seat beits! The next six 


dream up get-rich- 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Today the 
Sun moves into your 


Feb, 18): Try to get as 
much rest and reiax- 


PISCES (Fob. 1910 


for a popular, social 


‘SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): You like to 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 


March 20): Make plans 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 ta Oct. 


MSWERTE DAW AKONG 
TINURUAN NINYO 
AKONG MAG- 


BYJOMIKETEJIDO 
DAHIL SA 
IMPLUWENSYA 
NINYONG 
MALAKAS 


PERO MALAS 
DIN PAW PO 


KIKO MACHINE 


Ricoh! KAPIe0p. 
ihikaaabi 
ay. ma-maximize ko 
AH тов. CHRISTMAS 


ен. REST AT LAST- 
NAMISS KO NA'TO АЙ. 
PAHINGANG HARDCORE 


PLAN PARA KASBU.. 
SALANG ARLAHANING.- 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


TALAANG ORAS PAN TAYONG" 
| PUMILA PARA MAKITA, SA 
HYUNG PAGKKAKATAON 


\ [SIGURO SCARLET SA 


HULING. PAGKAKATAON 
NATING PALAWA PERO 
SI MELAHIE... 


IZA IKA-52 HUUNG PAGER 
KATAON.!" PUMILA VU, 
О”! 


рг 
CHRISTMAS SEASON, 
NABIBIHIZON TAYO е 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


_ LIFESTYLE... 


Is sleep paralysis like alien abduction? 


Part2 


N HER letter, Eileen R. 
I Santos of Mandaluy- 

ong City said, "My ex- 
periences with sleep 
paralysis have always 
been very frightening. In 
the middle of my sleep I 
suddenly wake up... para- 
lyzed. I could not move 
my body and when I try to 
scream, nothing comes 
out of my mouth. Then I 
hear a buzzing noise, 
most of the time an eerie 
voice calling my name. 

"T see and feel the presence of a 
dark shadow near my bed, and my 
chest is so heavy, as if someone is 
sitting on it. There is always a feel- 
ing of evil descending upon me 
whenever an episode occurs. It 
happens once or twice а month. IF 
Tm lucky three or four months will 
pass before it happens again.” 

The experiences indicate you 
really go out of your body. These 
are typical characteristics of as- 
tral projection. Your feeling and 
seeing a dark shadowy figure and 


r 


Treadmill 


From page DI 


from a preset program to manual 
mode and vice-versa without starting 
all over again. 


Heart rate monitoring 

If your doctor wants you to exer- 
cise at a specific intensity or you just 
want to know if your heart is working 
at the appropriate range, then you 
need some way of monitoring your 
heart rate, 

‘The cheapest way is by manually 
feeling for your pulse at the side of 
your neck or at your wrist and count- 
ing the number of beats you feel for 
ten seconds then multiplying that by 
six. However, this is not easy to do 
when you are walking or running. 

It is better to use a heart rate moni- 
tor consisting of a chest strap that 
picks up your heart beat and a wrist- 
watch receiver that displays the re- 
sults, Some machines will show the 
results on the console's display panel. 

Other machines have hand sensors 
that you hold a few seconds to have 
your heart rate displayed on the con- 
sole. 

In all these cases, you still have to 
adjust manually the treadmills speed 
or incline to stay within your target 


the heaviness on your chest sug- 
gesta possible attempt at posses- 
sion by an evil spirit. 

Are there spirit manifestations 
in your house? If so, you may 
need to have it cleansed or exor- 
cized. 

The buzzing sound is often 
heard by people whose astral 
body leaves the physical body. 
Sometimes they hear and feel the 
astral wind. Sometimes a pop- 
ping sound is heard indicating 
the astral body's detaching from 
the physical body. 

If you don't panic, nothing re- 
ally bad happens. It becomes 
more difficult if you get fright- 
ened and struggle to get back into 
your physical body. You will re- 
turn naturally if you keep calm. 


Interesting to researchers 

“Ip is these cases which have no 
relation to narcolepsy that are of 
particular interest to researchers 
of OOBE (out-of-body experi- 
ence) who have established that 
sleep paralysis is a sensation that 
sometimes accompanies the sep- 
aration of the astral body from 
the physical. 

“The technical term for this 


"INNER ( 
AWARENESS EX 


Jaime T. 
Licauco 


sensation of not being able to 
move the body, when related to 
OOBE, is projective catalepsy. It is 
a benign phenomenon that even 
has the potential to catalyze one's 
extra sensory perception. 

‘The above observatio: 
rect. But this is the first time T've 
heard of astral projection called 
projective catalepsy. 


Alien abduction? 

“Al Cheyne, associate scholar 
of psychology at the University of 
Waterloo, Canada, said in a sur- 
vey involving more than 2,000 
people identified as experiencing 
sleep paralysis, hundreds de- 
scribed experiences similar to 
alien abduction. 

“А sensed presence, vague gib- 
berish spoken in one's ear, shad- 
owy creatures moving about the 
room, a strange immobility, a 


EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 
[тре 


IN THE LUNGE posi- 
tion, the front of the 
hips and thighs are 
stretched, while in the 
position, 
the back of the thighs 
are being stretched. 


hamstring 


Equipment: 
Exercise mat 


Exercise technique: 
1. Get on your hands and 


knees. 


2. Place your left foot be- 
side your left hand. Move 
your fight knee backward un- 
til you feel a stretch in the 


frontof the thigh. 


3. Keep your hands on the 
floor and lift your chest or 
place your forearms on your 


thigh. 


4. Hold for 10-15 seconds. 
5. Then straighten your 
left leg, press your buttocks 
backward, lean forward from 
the hip joint and place your 


hands on the mat. 


6. Hold for 10-15 seconds. 
7. Repeat you want. 


crushing pressure and painful 
sensations on various parts of the 
body—these were compatible not 
just with an assault by primitive 
demons, but also with probing 
alien experimenters, Cheyne 
said. And the sensations of float- 
ing and flying account for reports 
of levitation and transport to 
alien vessels.” 

This is the first time Гуе heard 
OOBE associated with alien ab- 
ductions. In my experience with 
people who have had OOBE, Ive 
come across only one or two who 
reported being taken to an alien 
spaceship. This is not common in 
the Philippines. Ido not think we 
should confuse simple astral pro- 
jection with alien abduction, 

“Erich Weilhrauch, a vietim of 
sleep paralysis and who did his 
‘own research on it, said, ‘sleep 
paralysis seems to be extremely 
common among people (with) 
psychic abilities. This does not 
mean you have to be able to pre- 
dict the future, or read minds to 
have this happen to you. What I 
mean is around 95 percent of 
people who go through sleep 
paralysis are those who can feel 
presences, communicate with life 


counterparts 


beyond the living realm, see into 
the future, or even those who just 
get random glimpses of impend- 
ing doom in their minds, No one 
in my family has ever experi- 
enced it upon asking?" 

Tagree with this observation. 1 
find those who experienced astral 
projection, not necessarily with 
sleep paralysis, are sensitive to 
psychic forces. 

“1 myself” concludes Eileen, 
"would like to believe that sleep 
paralysis is just a medical condi- 
tion, a sleep disorder. I have not 
sought any medical or profession- 
al help. 1 am not even comfort- 
able discussing this with friends 
and loved ones, because of the 
frightening experiences associat- 
ed withit. 

“T related this experience once 
or twice to a friend, who freaked 
ош, especially when I mentioned 
the eerie voices, the disconnec- 
tion of my body from my spirit. 

“I do believe I have a special 
gift, although 1 don't dwell too 
much on this. | do hear voices, 
most ofthe time calling my name, 
even if I am awake. I do feel the 
presence of someone even when | 
am alone. When I think of some- 


‘one, the phone or door bell sud- 
denly rings (and the) caller or vis- 
itor (is) the very person 1 am 
thinking of.” 3 

As you quoted from the re- 
search, "Sleep paralysis (or what 
is really an OOBE) is experienced 
by people (with) some psychic 
abilities." It is obvious to me that. 
you have some telepathic, clair- 
voyant, clairsentient, clairdient 
and precognitive abilities. 

Your fears are caused mainly 
by the novelty of the experience 
for which there is no rational ex- 
planation. The unknown is usual- 
ly frightening to people. 

Once you understand the na- 
ture ofastral and spiritual planes, 
your fear will disappear and you 
will develop coping strategies. T 
have not met someone who expe- 
rienced any harmful effect of 
sleep paralysis. 


Address letters to this column to 
308 Prince Plaza 1, 106 Legazpi 
St, Legazpi Village, Makati. Call 
8107245 or 8926806. 
cauco@edsamail.com.ph. 
http://jlicauco.shorturl.com. Lis- 
ten to my dsMM radio program 7- 
8p.m, every Sunday...” 


ASIAN women's favorite scents differ from those of their European and American 


Made-to-order 
for the Asian woman 


y 


Performance tips: 

1. In the lunge position, 
keep your knee in line with 
yourankle. If your knee is too 
far forward, move your other 
leg backward some more un- 
tilyour knee lines up with an- 
kle. 

2. In the hamstring posi- 
tion, lean forward from the 
hip joint as far as you can, 
then allow your back to 
round. Keep your foot flexed. 

Repetitions: 

Doone to three times. 


PROCTER & Gamble has devel- 
oped a new fragrance for the Pan- 
tene Pro-V haircare range specifi- 
cally developed for Asian wom- 
en. 

Intensive research conducted 
by its global unit established 
that the scent preferences of 
Asian consumers, especially 
women, were different from 
those of Europeans and Ameri- 
cans. 

The study also found that in 
many Asian countries, a produces 
scent was a key factor in con- 
sumers’ decision whether or not 
to buya product. 

Asian customers tended to 


with exotic and rare ingredi- 
ents. 

This led to the formulation of 
the new scent “Asian Zest,” now 
being introduced in the new Pan- 
tene Amino Pro-V Complex. The 
scent uses fruity, citrusy notes 
such as lemon, lime, mandarin, 
exotic star fruit, Asian pear, and 
mangoes, 

White Madonna lilies are used 
їп the heart notes while the base 
notes smell of sandalwood and 
clear woods. 

Asian Zest aims to personify 
the aura of the Pantene Asian 
woman--natural, confident, ap- 


y 


buying guide 


heart rate. If you don't want the has- 
sle, then get a more expensive ma- 
chine with an interactive heart rate 
control. The machine will automati- 
cally control the speed and incline to 
match the heart rate range you set. 

Ear-clip heart rate monitors that 
come with lower-end treadmills are 
40 percent less accurate than the 
chest strap models. 


Safety features 

A ceadmil’s powerful motor can 
unceremoniously throw you off if you 
are not careful so an emergency shut- 
off system is very important. 

‘The treadmill should have a mag- 
netic key plugged into the console, 
which is connected to a cord clipped 
to your clothes. If you are pulled 
backward, the cord yanks the key out 
making the treadmill stop automati- 
cally. Another option is an emergency 
stop button that should be promi- 
nently displayed on the console. 

Put your treadmill at least 6-8 ft 
away from walls, windows or furni- 
ture so that if you are thrown off you 
‘won't slam into anything. 

Side rails are helpful for balance 
and сап make you feel secure that 
you won't fall to the side. But they 


should not get in the way of your 
swinging arms when you walk or run. 

Foldable treadmills are great 
space-savers but make sure the safety 
latches are sturdy so they do not acci- 
dentally open after folding. The latch 
mechanism should not be within 
reach of small children. 

And, speaking of children, a tread- 
mill is not a toy. It is a powerful ma- 
chine that can seriously hurt young 
children. Do not let children play with 
atreadmill. 


Limited budget 

If you have a limited budget, the 
barest minimum you should expect 
from a lower end treadmill is a stable 
steel frame, 1.5 continuous horse- 
power motor, a belt size of at least 18- 
20 inches wide and 48 inches long, 
Speed range of 0.1-8 miles per hour, 
incline range of 0-10 percent, and а 
reliable dealer who will give your 
treadmill the tender loving care it 
needs to last a long time. 

Sources: American College of 
Sports Medicine, Runners World 
Magazine, and Better Homes & Gar- 
dens Treadmill Buying Guide. 


Visit www. tingjuanfitness info 


proachable and friendly. 
favor soft, sensual fragrances 
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A smie is an cutwara projection ol your mner beauty The ony way to koop 
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db This kason, share your very best. 
Givi i treat that's truly the finest. 


{ 
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All perfect for sharing with your loved ones, 
A set to make your Christmas the very 
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PEKIN G GARDEN JADE GARDEN 


Exotic Northern Chinese Cuisine at its best. Fine Chinese 


An affiliate of Peking Garden-Fongkong An affiliate of Jade Garden-Hongkong 


2IL Glorietta , Ayala Center, Makati Cay ‘Greenbelt Mal, Greenbelt Drive. Ayala Center, Мака Cty 


For reservations, cat 892-7319 892-2396- 8124518 
for lunch and dinner 


Take Charge Doc! 


Dr. Nicky S. Montoya 


Medical Director, Dr. Nicky Montoya answers questions on health through the assistance and expertise of 
MEDICard's network of accredited specialists. And in a common thrust with the campaigns of the government, 
Take Charge Doc! parallels its features on the Calendar of Health Events of the Department of Health. 


hat is the emergency management for 


firecracker injuries? 
F irecracker injuries result from two basic mechanisms. The first comes from 


Tz Charge Doc! is your weekly question and answer guide on general health issues and illnesses. MEDICard's 


the thermal energy emitted by the device which causes different degrees of 

thermal injury, usually involving the hands and face. The sccond, from the 
blast wave during explosion of which injuries can range from simple abrasions to 
lacerations, or even fractures. Minor burns, can be managed by soaking the affected 
area into cool, clean water or by applying soaked pads. Washing the affected area with 
soap and water may also be done especially for those with obvious contamination 
Avoid applying substances like toothpastes and plant extracts. Instead, you can 
apply commercially available burn creams. Abrasions сап be treated by simple 
washing with soap and water and applying topical antiseptic solutions. Injuries with 
more serious burns, lacerations or amputation are best treated at the hospital. Be 
sure to immobilize the affected limb with make-shift splints if you suspect a fracture 
and wrap the wound with clean pads on your way to the hospital. Do not attempt to 
manipulate suspected fractures yourselves. 


This week's feature question is answered by the ER specialist of the University 
of Perpetual Help Medical Center, Dr. Johnny R. Perez. Dr. Perez, an affiliated 
provider of MEDICard since 2002, is a Medicine graduate of Davao Medical 
School Foundation. He took his training for Emergency Medicine al St. Luke's 
Medical Center. Doc John is a Diplomate of the Phil. Board of Emergency 

A Medicine, a Fellow of the Phil. College of Emergency Medicine and Acute 
7. = Саге and members to the American College of Emergency Physicians and the 
Phil. Medical Association. Physically active Dr. Perez enjoys the sports basketball, badminton, 
table tennis, tennis and billiards during his leisure time. He also plays the guitar and drums and 
enjoys signing. Dr. Perez is married to physician Iris Cecille Domingo-Perez and is blessed with 
а daughter, Jean Andrea. 


BE HEARD AND BE READ. Write to DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA (clo TAKE CHARGE DOC!) or e-mail 
him at inquiry@medicardphils,com for inquiries on health matters. 
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Comfort and joy 
in your bath 


Lushis well 
stocked with 
stocking 
stuffers that 
smell and 
look so 
good. 
Extend the 
festive fun 
from the 
dining table 


to the tub 


CHRISTMAS Party 
Ballistic (P195). The 
perfect tipple to get you 
in the mood to party, 
made with cognac oil and 
lime essential oils, with 
brightly colored confetti 
stars and glitter to keep 
your spirits up 


CHRISTMAS 

Cracker BubbleBar ! 
Slice (PI75),a 
seasonal red and 
green bath treat 
made with reviving 
orange oil and 
stimulating 
cinnamon leaf—the 
ideal tonicfor 
restoring energy 
levels after excessive 
‘seasonal merriment 


ANGELS Delight 
Soap (P195) isa pink 
sweet-smelling 
handmade soap, 


monolithic moons 
and stars and plenty 
of sparkle to adorn 
allit touches. It 
contains a clean, 
fresh blend of richly 
floral gardenia, 
tangerine and 
orange oil which are 
all good general skin 
2 tonics, 


CHRISTMAS 
Candy Bubble Bar 
(P165). Sweetness 
and light with this 

fun slice of 
Americana-inspired _ 


bubble bar. Also М 
avallabloin gift sets 


“ 


HEALTHY BUNDLE 
Healthy Options lets you 
create your own gift 
bundles. Choose froma 
wide array of Healthy 
Options’ delicious and 
nourishing organic 
products—from food, 
drinks to personal care 
items. Friendly customer 
assistants will pack your 
choices for you. 
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Filipino moviegoers 


J.Y 
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notes screenwriter: 


By Vincent Cabreza. 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—The local film indus- 
try is down on its knees, but a screen- 
writer says it could be worse. 

Judging by entertainment trends 
їп the past three years, local movies 
have bowed го Chinese and Japanese 
filmmakers, whose output have won 
much-coveted markets in the United 
States and Europe, says screenwriter 
Roy Iglesias. 

The Taiwanese boy band F4’s unex- 
pected popularity in the Philippines and 
the welcome accorded Korean soap op- 


“MANO PO’ is the best proof of Asian ‘renaissance’ in RP movies. 


eras on television also suggest that the 
Filipino flmgoers taste has become 
more^Asianized," Iglesias notes. The suc- 
cess of Iglesia's “Mano Po" series, about 
multiple generations of Chinese-Fil- 
ipinos, clearly cemented this love affair 
with Asia. 

“Mano Po 3" will be screened in Metro 
Manila, Baguio, Lucena, Davao and Ce- 
bu theaters starting Dec. 25, via the 
Metro Manila Film Festival 


IE EE “CROUCHING TIGER’ took Hollywood by storm. 


‘The Asian trend has vindicated alter- Kidlat, an internationally renowned 
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Editor Louie C. Camino 
Assistant Editor Emmie б. Velarde 


had the same exploding cars and leaping 
heroes like (the Bruce Wills starrer) ‘Die 
Hard? Well, our audiences don't care for 
those anymore,” Iglesias says. 

Prominent action directors and action 
film crews have been seen milling around 
a small café in Metro Manila, waiting for 
projects that never come, he says. “There 
are no surefire formulas anymore. Now 
theres more experimentation, because 
[not even] big-name stars are necessarily 
box-office guarantees.” 

Iglesias insists this Asian renaissance 
in Philippine pop culture could not have 
prospered without Hollywood's nod. He 
says Asian cinema became acceptable in 
most parts of the world only after Holly- 
‘wood cast modern Asian stereotypes in 
its movies. 

“You remember that [Hong Kong su- 
perstar] Jackie Chan and even [2001 Os- 
car-winning film] “Crouching Tiger, Hid- 
Чеп Dragon” became populat, not be- 
cause they were kung fu movies, but be- 
cause Hollywood loved them,” he Says, 

Both Chan and period kung fu movies 
from Hong Kong and Taiwan were popu- 

FILIPINO! 


native filmmaker Kidlat Tahimik, Iglesias paguiobased алы, has long been 
known to criticize mainstream Filipino 
cinema for is devotion to Hollywood for- 
mulas. 

The independent filmmaker often ad- 
vises young artiss to listen to their 
duwende (dwarf). By duwende, Kidlat 
means a manis link to an indigenous 
racial memory. 

Tt is an approximation, Kidlat earlier 
explained, of the racial conscience that 
leads artists to their cultural integrity or 
their cultural roots. 

“Kidlat was correct ай along,” Iglesias 
points out, because Philippine cinema 
has been stripped of its Hollywood for- 
mulas in a subconscious “weeding out" 
process dictated by the latest box-office 
rerums. 


Hardest hit 

“From a high of 250 films, Filipino 
producers have been reduced to filming 
30 movies this year” he says, adding that 
production of action films has been the 
hardest hit. 

“Remember when our action films 
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Take a look at what sets us apart. 


Part of what forms our identity as the leading broadsheet in the country is our innate desire 
to do more than just report the news. We also do something about it. 


Our inherent traits include spearheading and supporting various programs that promote 


environmental awareness and protection, youth readership and development, and poverty alleviation. 
This is how we help give these causes the attention and assistance they deserve. 
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Catch the most awaited annual x 


event in local film industry! ж, 


Opens Dec. 25 at all SM Cinema 
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JIM Carey (left) with Emily Browning and Liam Aiken in ‘Lemony Snicket's A Series of Unfortunate Events’ 


As bad luck would have it, quirky 
author toppled Harry Potter in NY 


LOS ANGELES—An “unfortunate 
event befell the mysterious author 
Lemony Snicket on the way to Holly- 
wood. 

Despite doing everything in his lit- 
егагу power to prevent ingenious or- 
phans and other children from read- 
ing his tales of misery and woe, h 
“Series of Unfortunate Events" went 
tothe top of global best-seller lis 

As bad luck would have it—and 
there is plenty in the quirky, subver- 
sive tales of the three Baudelaire sib- 
lings—the events of the first three 
books have been turned into an 
alarming cinematic event featuring 
fires, leeches, giant snakes and other 
forms of extreme unpleasantness. 

All of which goes to prove that 
there is more to children’s popular 
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calturethana certain British boy wiz- 
ard, and that stories with unhappy 
endings, repulsive villains and itchy 
clothing still have a horrible habit of 
capturing the attention of young 
readers. 

“Lemony Snicket's A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events", starring Jim Car- 
rey, Mery! Streep and Jude Law, 
opens in cinemas in the United States 
оп Dec. 17 and Australia and much of 
Europe the following week, just in 
time to take the pesky hope and cheer 
out of the holiday season. 

No one could be more surprised 
than Lemony Snicket, sometimes 
known as the seriously self-deprecat- 
ing American writer Daniel Handler, 
who claims it has all been a terrible 
mistake. 
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“| am existing in a continuing state 

of befuddlement that anyone would 

be interested in these kinds of stories. - 
Twas completely amazed that a pub- 

lisher was interested... So 1 just 

thought the film company had lost its 

mind, Snicket/Handler told re- 

porters. 


Bad beginning 

While J.K. Rowling's "Harry Pot- 
ter" books and movies were famously 
setting bookstore and box office tills 
ringing around the world, the 11 
books in Lemony Snicket's "Series of 
Unfortunate Events” were steadily 
being translated into 39 languages 
and selling 27 million copies world- 
wide. 

"They were the first books to knock 
the Harry Potter se- 
ries off the top of the 
New York Times best- 
seller list. When the 
1lth book, “The 
Grim Grotto," was 


ber, it was for a while 
the best-selling book 
in the United States. 

The audience for 
the books was driven 
by children rather 
than well-meaning 
parents despite the 
fact that the Baude- 
laire siblings are or- 
phaned in the very 
first chapter and 
have to rely not on 
wands or magic but 
on their own wits to 
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survive. 
The movie, eight 
months and 70 dif 
ferent Hollywood 
sets in the making, i 
a visual feast that 
makes no apologies 
for illuminating the 
dark side of life anc 
sprinkling it with 
subversive humor. 
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Atrocious author 

Author Handler 
has proved so elusiv: 
that his identity has 
intrigued readers a» 
much as the sophisti 
cated language used 
in the books and the 
authors repeated 
pleas to “read some 
thing else!" Handles, 
a boyish 34-year-old 
who describes him 
self as the class 
clown at school 
thought it would br 
fun back in 1999 1 
publish under а 
pseudonym afte: 
having written twa 
little-known novels 
for adults. 

The mystery is sus 
tained on the Leme 
ny Snicket Web si 
and even a succe 
sion of author ар 
pearances and boo 
signings have (айе! 
to turn him into 
household name. 

^I just told ch 
dren 1 was there ii 
stead of Lemon 
Snicket,” he sai 
“Children are lied : 
by adults almost co 
stantly, so | don: 
think it was an un 
usual experience f 
them.” Reuters 
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Оп the other hand, he says, the 
overseas market for Filipino films was 
reached through а window that the 
late immaker Lino Brocka opened in 
various international film festivals 
through international awards that at- 
tracted a cult following abroad. 

“Gagamboy” a past MMFF entry. 
sold very well in Japan as a Spider- 
man parody, Iglesias says. And when 
Viva Films started a division devoted 
to straight-tochome-video produc- 
tion, he says, the company was eye- 
ing the Asian market. Also, television 
networks have been selling mini-se- 
ries productions to counterpans in In- 
donesia, Malaysia and Singapore 
where they have drawn a sizeable au- 
dience. 

Regal Films, which produced: the 
“Mano Po” series, is also looking at an 
Asian market. 

Outside of the region, producers 


Jar in the Philippines 20 to 30 years 
ego, Iglesias recalls, until Holly- 
wood rediscovered them for a more 

1, global audience. 

#7 [Even producer] Vie del Rosario 
[of Viva Films] was sure ‘Mano Po" 
would be a hit because [US-based 
‘Taiwanese director] Ang Lees 
‘Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon’ 
scored in Hollywood," Iglesias s 

Which ай goes to show he reiter- 
ates, that local producers are at last 
getting Kidlat’s point. 

Asian movies that became hits 
abroad were more commercial than 
art house productions, relying on 
cultural dynamics and eccentric 
ties. 

‘Japan's "The Grudge” and “The 
Ring” were commercial ventures 
adapted to US audiences, yet they 
retained Japanese humor and sen- 
sibilities, Iglesias says. 
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NEW YORK—As rap stars go, Jin has the typi- 
cal look down cold: hoodie, baggy sweats, 
chunky diamond stud earring, 2 Chinese char- 
acter tattooed on his neck and a large blingy 
necklace. 

Not everything's typical, though. 

“Yeah, Im Chinese. And what?" he asks 
with mock exasperation. 

At just 22, the Miami-bred, New York-based 
rapper is something of a ploneer—the first 
Asian-American hip-hop artist to get a major 
solo record deal. 

At the same time, he worries that it's his race, 
not his rhymes, generating all the attention. 

“Being Asian helps me so much,” he says. “It 
definitely raises the interest level. But for every 
three steps forward, its five back because be- 
ing the ethnicity that 1 am completely over- 
shadows what I'm bringing to the table.” 

What he brings on his debut album, “The 
Rest Is History” is a mix of songs that smack of 
old-school hip-hop's wit and optimism, deliv- 
егей with a flow and tone similar to Eminem. 


All about Asia 
The CD is also chock-full of references to 
Jin's roots, including mentions of the Great 


E-mail: pr. entertainment@inquirercom.ph 


Wall of China, basketball big man Yao Ming, 
China's forced-adoption policy Tiananmen 
Square and the struggle of Asian immigrants. 

“Them sneakers on your feet cost 100 a рор 
/ My people making 15 cents a day in sweat- 
shops / To make them kicks so you can look 
good / Think we open restaurants ‘cause we 
cook good?" he raps in one song. 

*Tm very adamant about promoting Asian 
culture,” Jin said during an interview. "Its a 
hip-hop record that's never been done. Pm 
pretty much promoting Asian culture and ty- 
ing it in with hip-hop.” 

‘Consumers have so far given a lukewarm 
embrace to the young rapper who earned his 
reputation as a freestyle battler. His album hit 
the Billboard Top 200 at No. 54 in October 
with some 20,000 units sold, then dropped 
precipitously 

"I don't believe Jin isa flash in the pan," says 
Lionel Ridenour, who's helping develop Jin as 
Virgin Records’ executive vice president of ur- 
bon music. “I think that he's only begun to 
scratch the surface. I's all about consistency" 


Asoftie, though 
In person, Jin's personality quickly under- 
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“Them sneakers on your 

feet cost 100 a pop / My 

people making 15 cents 
a day in sweatshops / 
To make them kicks so 

you can look good / Think 

we open restaurants 
'cause we cook good?’ 


mines his tough-guy look. He politely turns 
off his сей phone before chatting and admits 
that he cries at Disney movies. An entire song 
on his album, “Thank You," is a list of all the 
people he loves. And he likes chatting with 
fans on the Internet, despite being told by his 
managers that keeping so close undermines 
his mystique. 

Oh, and that Chinese tattoo sliding up his 
neck? No, it's not a prison tag or gang affilia- 
tion—just his name. 

"Т don't think you have to be a certain way 
tobe a rapper. Тат who Iam. I'm not a tough 
guy But T have a lot of heart in what Ido,” he 
says. “Sensitivity is a real part of me. l'm a real 
human being. 

“You know how there's the term, ‘Keeping it 
real?” he asks. “The people that understand 
the concept realize that being real is not going 
to jail. Being real is not being the guy who 
pulls out a gun. That's not being real. The true 
definition is really just being who you are.” 

‘The rapper—born Jin Au-Yeung—fell in 
love with hip-hop on the Miami streets, hon- 
ing his lyrical skills in head-to-head rhyming 
contests while making food deliveries from 
his family’s Chinese restaurant. 


Cheeky rhymes 

He eventually gained national attention on 
Black Entertainment Television’s “106th & 
Park” rap freestyle competition, outlasting all 
rivals for seven consecutive weeks with a 
blend of cheeky and innovative rhymes. 

Knowing his race might be used against 
him, Jin made preemptive strikes: "Yeah Pm 
Chinese,” he told one competitor. “Now you'll 
understand it / I'm the reason why you're lit- 
tlesis eyes are slanted.” 

‘After moving to New York, Jin was signed 
to the Ruff Ryders label—hence the diamond 
double-R necklace around his neck—and won 
а role opposite Tyrese and Ludacris in John 
Singleton's"2 Fast, 2 Furious." 

All this before his first CD ever hit record 
stores. When it did—enduring more than a 
dozen blown release dates—he had brought 
along some big names for help, including 
Wyclef Jean and Kanye West. 

‘The first single, "Learn Chinese,” is as bom- 
bastic and fun as the artist himself. "The days 
of the pork fried rice and the chicken wings 
coming to your house by me is over / Yall 
gon’ learn Chinese,” he warns. 

Even so, Jin was initially worried. "Auto- 
matically, it kind of puts it under the ' 
mick’ umbrella," he says. “By the same token, 
Tve encountered people that love the record 
—and thar'sall ethnicities.” 


Ishe serious? 

Ifyou're still skeptical, Jin understands: He 
might be, too. 

“IF 1 was just a random hip-hop fan, and 1 
saw Jin and I didn't know him, the first thing I 
would think, too, is, ‘Yo, is this guy the truth? 
Is he serious?" T would question his knowl- 
edge of hip-hop,” he says. 

Which puts Jin in an uncomfortable posi- 
tion. On the one hand, he feels pressure from 
skeptical non-Asians, eager го question his 
mainstream hip-hop legitimacy. On the other, 
he knows he must deliver for his Asian fans. 

“Not to feel that I can't live up to the hype, 
but sometimes I feel like the bar is set so high 
that even if 1 am accomplishing something 
thats great, it doesn't meet the super-sensa- 
tional great that people want,” he says. 

“Even within the Asian community, you'd 
better believe there are people out there who 
have the mentality, Yo, if this guy is a success, 
he's a success for all of us. We're gonna root 
and cheer for іт. But you got to believe, 
though, thar they also say, ‘If this guy fails, 
he's holding us all back.” 


With a twist 

As for the future, Jin wants to make more 
music, more movies and extend his reach, 
maybe even flirt with mogul-dom like Sean “Р 
Diddy" Combs. But, of course, with a twist. 

“IfI were to branch out, it would be on things 
that are non-traditional. | would want to be 
unique. One thing about my whole career now 
is that it's definitely about breaking new 
ground.” 

So maybe, just maybe, we might soon be 
wearing a hoodie designed by Jin? 

“The clothing line is cool and all, but it 
seems predictable," he says, then takes a sip” 
of water from a cup. Then, with a smile, he 
adds: “I would do something like, 1 dont 
know, paper cups,” AP 
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NEW YORK—As rap stars go, Jin has the typi- 
cal look down cold: hoodie, baggy sweats, 
chunky diamond stud earring, a Chinese char- 
acter tattooed on his neck and a large blingy 
necklace. 

Not everything's typical, though 

“Yeah, I'm Chinese. And what?" he asks 
with mock exasperation. 

Atjust 22, the Miami-bred, New York- 
rapper is something of a pioneer—the first 
Asian-American hip-hop artist to get a major 
solo record deal. 

At the same time, he worries that its his race, 
not his rhymes, generating all the attention. 

"Being Asian helps me so much,” he says. “It 
definitely raises the interest level. But for every 
three steps forward, it's five back because be- 
ing the ethnicity that 1 am completely over- 
shadows what lm bringing to the table." 

What he brings on his debut album, “The 
Rest Is History" is a mix of songs that smack of 
old-school hip-hop's wit and optimism, deliv- 
ered with a flow and tone similar to Eminem. 


All about Asia 
The CD is also chock-full of references to 
“Ли roots, including mentions of the Great 
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Wall of China, basketball big man Yao Ming, 
China's forced-adoption policy, Tiananmen 
Square and the struggle of Asian immigrants. 

"Them sneakers on your feet cost 100 a pop 
/ My people making 15 cents a day in sweat- 
shops / To make them kicks so you can look 
good / Think we open restaurants 'cause we 
cook good?" he raps in one song. 

Tm very adamant about promoting Asian 
culture,” Jin said during an interview. "Ie a 
hip-hop record thats never been done. I'm 

much promoting Asian culture and ty- 
ing itin with hip-hop." 

‘Consumers have so far given a lukewarm 
embrace to the young rapper who earned 
reputation as a freestyle battler. His album hit 
the Billboard Top 200 at No. 54 in October 
with some 20,000 units sold, then dropped 
precipitously. 

"Т don't believe Jin is a flash in the pan,” says 
Lionel Ridenour, who's helping develop Jin as 
Virgin Records’ executive vice president of ur- 
ban music. “I think that hes only begun to 
scratch the surface. t's all about consistency" 


Asoftie, though 
In person, Jin's personality quickly under- 
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* Canned goods 
Mineral water 
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‘Them sneakers on your 

feet cost 100 a pop / My 

people making 15 cents 
a day in sweatshops / 
To make them kicks so 

you can look good / Think 

we open restaurants 
'cause we cook good?" 


mines his tough-guy look. He politely turns 
off his cell phone before chatting and admits 
that he cries at Disney movies. An entire song 
on his album, “Thank You,” is alist of all the 
people he loves. And he likes chatting with 
fans on the Internet, despite being told by his 
‘managers that keeping so close undermines 
his mystique. 

Oh, and that Chinese tattoo sliding up his 
neck? No, its not a prison tag or gang afilia- 
tion—just his name. 

“I don't think you have to be a certain way 
to bea rapper. I am who Тат, I'm not a tough 
guy But I have a lot of heart in what Ido,” he 
says. “Sensitivity isa real part of me. I'm a real 
human being. 

“You know how there's the term, ‘Keeping it 
real?” he asks. “The people that understand 
the concept realize that being real is not going 
to jail. Being real is not being the guy who 
pulls outa gun. That's not being real. The true 
definition is really just being who you are.” 

The rapper—born Jin Au-Yeung—fell in 
love with hip-hop on the Miami streets, hon- 
ing his lyrical skills in head-to-head rhyming 
contests while making food deliveries from 
his family’s Chinese restaurant. 


Cheeky rhymes 

He eventually gained national attention on 
Black Entertainment Television's “106th & 
Park" rap freestyle competition, outlasting all 
rivals for seven consecutive weeks with a 
blend of cheeky and innovative rhymes. 

Knowing his race might be used against 
him, Jin made preemptive strikes: "Yeah I'm 
Chinese,” he told one competitor. "Now you'll 
understand it / Гт the reason why you're lit- 
tlesis' eyes are slanted.” 

‘After moving to New York, Jin was signed 
to the Ruff Ryders label—hence the diamond 
double-R necklace around his neck—and won 
a role opposite Tyrese and Ludacris in John 
Singleton's"2 Fast, 2 Furious." 

All this before his first CD ever hit record 
stores. When it did—enduring more than a 
dozen blown release dates—he had brought 
along some big names for help, including 
‘Wyclef Jean and Kanye West. 

"The first single, "Learn Chinese,” is as bom- 
bastic and fun as the artist himself "The days 
of the pork fried rice and the chicken wings 
coming to your house by me is over / Y'all 
gon learn Chinese," he warns. 

Even so, Jin was initially worried. "Auto- 
matically, it kind of puts it under the 'gim- 
mick’ umbrella,” he says. “By the same token, 
Tve encountered people that love the record 
—and thats all ethnicities.” 


Ishe serious? 

If you're still skeptical, Jin understands: He 
might be, too. 

“IF I was just a random hip-hop fan, and I 
saw Jin and I didn't know him, the first thing | 
would think, too, is, Yo, is this guy the truth? 
Is he serious? 1 would question his knowl- 
edge of hip-hop," he says. 

Which puts Jin in an uncomfortable posi- 
tion. On the one hand, he feels pressure from 
skeptical non-Asians, eager to question his 
mainstream hip-hop legitimacy. On the other, 
he knows he must deliver for his Asian fans. 

"Not to feel that I cant live up to the hype, 
but sometimes 1 feel like the bar is ser so hi 
that even if 1 am accomplishing something 
thats great, it doesn't meet the super-sensa- 
tional great that people want,” he says. 

“Even within the Asian community, you'd 
better believe there are people out there who 
have the mentality, Yo, if this guy is a success, 
he's a success for all of us. We're gonna root 
‘and cheer for him.’ But you got to believe, 
though, that they also say, ‘If this guy fails, 
he's holding us all back.” 


With a twist 

As for the future, Jin wants to make more 
music, more movies and extend his reach, 
maybe even fli with mogul-dom like Sean"? 
Diddy" Combs. But, of course, with a twist. 

"Ifl were to branch out, it would be on things 
that are non-traditional. | would want to be 
unique, One thing about my whole career now 
is that its definitely about breaking new 
ground,” 

So maybe, just maybe, we might soon be 
wearing a hoodie designed by Jin? 

“The clothing line is cool and all, buc it 
seems predictable,” he says, then takes a sip* 
of water from a cup. Then, with a smile, he 
adds: “I would do something like, 1 don't 
know, paper cups,” AP 
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Cemetery caretakers sell 
“best” views; others cash in 


ByFe Zamora 
Ing7.net 


VANTAGE points at the 
Manila North Cemetery 
are for sale. 
The salesmen are care- 
takers cashing in on the 
CEMETERY /AT 


JDV daughter's burial 
“acelebration of her life” 
By Carlito Pablo 


WHITE and pastel hues, symbolizing light 
and life, are the colors for KC's send-off today, 
Butterflies and balloons will convey “her spir- 
itto God's warm embrace.” 

KC's cremated remains will be interred in a 
crypt at the rear portion of the Santuario de 
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Estrada breaks down 


FPJ laid to rest at Nor 


By Fe Zamora, Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
and Luige А. del Puerto 


OVERCOME by grief, deposed Pres- 
ident Joseph Estrada broke down 
and wept as he caressed the fore- 
head of his friend of 40 years, Fer- 
nando Poe Jr. last night. 


Tt was the first time that the ousted 
leader had seen his buddy since the ac- 
knowledged King of Philippine movies 
died more than a week ago. 

Estrada said his farewell during necro- 
logical services at Sto. Domingo Church 
hours before legions of Poe's supporters 
were to carry him in a funeral march to 
the North Cemetery for burial at noon to- 
day. 

‘The jampacked crowd of hundreds in 
the church broke into applause as Estra- 
да, on trial for plunder, artived for the 
ceremonies. 

Standing beside the open casket, Estr- 
da bent over and caressed his friend's 
head, breaking into sobs. 

“Мал tayoy huling magkita... 
(When we last met),” Poe sang in a taped 
song that echoed through the church as 
the griefstricken Estrada stood over 
him. 

The necrological services were attend- 
ed by at least three generations of actors, 
actresses and other show biz personali- 
ties—from Dolphy and Eddie Garcia to 
Judy Ann Santos and Richard Gomez, 

With daughter Mary Grace, the widow 
Susan Roces satin the front pew, looking 
regal and grave in black, a double strand 
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Palace armed 
to the teeth; 
officials’ entry 
thru back door 


By Christian V, Esguerra, 
Leila B. Salaverria 
and Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


MALACANANG has battened down the 
hatches ahead of the expected massive 
outpouring of grief and anger during the 
funeral of Fernando Poe Jr. 

‘The Armed Forces and the Presidential 
Security Group are on red alert, and 
more stringent security measures have 
been put in place around the Palace. 

"We are on red alert and, therefore, we 
are observing tighter security measures. 
We are making preparations for any even- 
tuality The entire AFP is on red alert," PSG 
‘chief Col. Delfin Bangit told reporters. 

Bangir said Malacahang officials, em- 

PNP ARMED/ AZ 


3 weddings 
and a funeral 
at Sto. Domingo 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 


THREE weddings and a funeral are 
scheduled today at Sto. Domingo 
Church—but not necessarily in that or- 
der. 

According to plans earlier released to 
the media, there will be a funeral Mass 
for Fernando Poe Jr. at 2 a.m. His coffin 
will leave the church at 3:30 a.m. for his 
final resting place at the Manila North 
Cemetery. 

ifthe announced schedule is followed, 
it will give wedding organizers enough 
time to work on the decorations inside 
the church. 

On the day Poe's remains leave the 
church, three couples will begin their 
lives as husbands and wives. 


3WEDDINGS/AS 
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th Cemetery today; Palace on red alert 


FOR ONE more time, best buddies of more than 40 years former President Joseph Estrada and Fernando Poe Jr. meet again only to say a final goodbye. And there is nota dry eye 
in the jampacked Sto. Domingo Church at the start of the necrological rites on Tuesday night. For security reasons, Estrada was not allowed by the court to attend the funeral. 


Chavit: GMA official facilitated Erap passport 


By Leila B. Salaverria 
and Armand N. Nocum 


MALACANANG facilitated the is- 
suance of a passport to deposed Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada so he could travel 
to Hong Kong for medical treatment, 
Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson 


said yesterday. 

“1 know binigyan siya kaagad ng pass- 
port bago pa bumaba ang desisyon (1 
know he was immediately given a pass- 
port even before the decision was hand- 
ed down)" he said, referring to the 
Sandiganbayan decision granting Estra- 
da's request to seek treatment abroad. 


Asked if Presidential Chief of Staff 
Norberto Gonzales was involved in the 
quick release of Estrada's passport, 
Singson said: “Sino ba siya? Sino ba ang 
nag-appoint sa kanya (Who is he? Who 
appointed him to his post)?” 

Gonzales acknowledged on Monday 
that he bad talked with Estrada, who is 
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HIS SON'S funeral today could be a virtual remake of the funeral of Fernando Poe Sr. on Oct. 26, 1951 with wall-to-wall people on both 
sides of the street in front of Quiapo Church. This photograph taken by Remigio Young, Poe Sr:'s cinematographer, is one of a hundred 
pieces of well-preserved 4x5s of the Poe family. The wake of Poe Sr. was held at Funeraria Nacional, Rizal Ave. 


pasted 


detained in Tanay, Rizal, on plunder and 
perjury charges, to personally arrange 
the “technical requirements" of the for- 
mer President's trip to Hong Kong, which 
is tentatively scheduled for Thursday. 
Singson is against the court decision 
granting Estrada's request to travel 


Flashback: 
FPJ Sr.’s wake 
like his son’s 


By Ernie U. Sarmiento 
Chief Photographer 


THE PHOTOGRAPHS make for a virtual re- 
play—of the wake for the movie star Fer- 
mando Poe Sr. in October 1951, of people lin- 
ing Quezon Boulevard in front of the Quiapo 
Church to view the passing muck pulling his 
casket, of various scenes at his funeral. 
They were taken by Remigio "Migie" 
Young, cinematographer of Poe St's Roy- 
al Productions from the early 1950s to 
the "70s. Before his death in November 
1975, Young entrusted the rolls of film to 
his nephew and surrogate son, Freddie 
"Cox" Aban, who yesterday showed the 
treasure to the Inguier still in the ori 
nal yellow-and-black Kodak box, 
“The collection—some 100 well-preserved 
'g 4x55 as well as 120mm black-and-white 
@ negatives—includes family portraits of the 
[B Poes taken in the 505, a photograph of a 
young and handsome Poe 5: leaning on a 
‘coconut tree dressed in Tshirt and slacks, 
even of Femando Poe Jr asa barefoot boy. 
Young took the pictures using a 4x5 
FLASHBACK/AT 


Janjalani’s parents say Jolo visitor told them son dead 


By Arlyn dela Cruz 

(Second of wo aris) 
THE PARENTS of Abu Sayyaf leader 
Khadaffy Janjalani themselves had 
heard their youngest son was dead. 


"Someone from Jolo came to visit us,” 
the rebel chief's 65-year-old mother, Vil- 


ma Monrano-Janjalani, said. “Shaheed” 
naraw (He's dead)." 

But when the parents asked the visitor 
how their son died, she said they were just 
told that he died from a gunshot wound 
and that his men were not able ro bring him 
toa hospital or give him any medication. 

For two and a half years, this reporter. 


had deliberately stayed away from Basilan 
and Zamboanga. After being kidnapped in 
January 2002 by a renegade group in Sulu 
"with suspected links to a military imeli- 
gence unit and being held captive for 98 
days, she had promised herself that she 
would never go back to the place. 
“That kidnapping had been a source of 


personal pain for her. Many in the media 
had expressed suspicion that it was a 
staged incident and cast doubts on her 
Journalistic integrity. 
Now, itwas time to go back. 
On Dec. 16, this reporter went to see 
Janjelani's parents. And there she was in 
JANJALANISIAG 
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Reds declare 10-day holiday truce 
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COMMUNIST guerrillas yesterday declared a unilateral 10- 
day Christmas ceasefire, while offering a longer-term truce 
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By T] Burgonio 


THE GOVERNMENT will insist 
thatits current certification of Fil- 
ipino entertainers skills should 
Continue to be the sole require- 
ment for their entry to Japan, af- 
ter that country recently adopted 
a more stringent requirement for 
foreign entertainers. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo said yesterday Filipino of- 
ficials will press for the contin- 
чей recognition of the artists 
record book (ARB) when they 
sit down with their Japanese. 
‘counterparts to discuss the new 
requirement, which would have 
‘entertainers undergo two years 
of training or have two years’ 
experience in their field before 
they would be granted a visa. 

Japan adopted the new re- 
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quirement on Dec. 7 after it was 
chided by the US State Depart- 
ment for failing to check human 
trafficking, a euphemism for 
prostitution. Many Filipino en- 
tertainers, it is believed, end up 
as prostitutes in Japan. 

‘The requirement is expected 
tocut the number of Filipino en- 
tertainers going to Japan from 
80,000 to 8,000 each year. 

"Officially, what we are asking 
is that our entertainers continue 
to be accepted with the ARB in 
Japan. We have tested them very 
‘well. [have complete trust in the 
process that we have,” Romulo 
said in a press briefing. 

The ARB is a government doc- 
ument that certifies a talent has 
undergone the required training 
and testing for music and dance 
proficiency and, hence, qualifies 


Gov't to take up cudgels 
Jor Japan-bound Pinoys 


foranentertainers visa from the 
Japanese Embassy. 

Shuhel Ogawa, press officer of 
the Japanese Embassy їп Manila, 
however, said that if the Philip- 
pine government would insist on 
retaining the ARB, “then itwould 
have to be їп addition to the two- 
year experience requirement." 

"f theres good reason, 
maybe well be flexible because 
ies justa plan. There is no exact 
date of implementation yet. It’s 
just an action plan so anytime 
‘we can just discuss this matter,” 
Ogawa said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
had dispatched Dante ғ 
the Commission on Filipinos 
Overseas to Japan to articulate 
the governments position 
along with Ambassador Domin- 
go Siazon, officials said. 


Original owners regain Journal group 


z. By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


БЯ 
THE ORIGINAL owners of the 
#2 Philippine Journalists Inc. yesterday 
E took back management and control 
E ofthe govemment-sequestered pub- 
Т lication after handing out a P33.36- 
È million check to the Sandiganbayan. 
Gus Villanueva, representing the 
original stockholders of PJI, said he 

_ gave the check to Sandigan sheriff 
ScBd-Urlera at around 5 p.m. at the 


sy 


РЛ offices which effected the for- 
mal tumover ofthe outfit by Rober- 
to “Bobby” Сарсо, Journal group 
publisher and chair of the board. 

Urieta said the turnover was 
"very calm." 

The turnover followed a decision. 
ofthe Supreme Court returning the 
Pll to its original stockholders. 

“The Sandiganbayan sheriff 
implemented the resolution and 
the two writs of execution by ће 


(5С). He was authorized, upon 
receipt of the check, to immedi- 
ately turn over control of man- 
agement of the JI to the stock- 
holders," Otelia Dimayuga-Molo, 
lawyer of the stockholders, said. 

Molo said the present officers 
of PJI, including Capco, were 
considered “resigned or re- 
placed” upon the takeover. 

Villanueva said he would as- 
sume as editor-in-chief. 


SC junks 
Erap case 
vs BIR, 
Citibank 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE SUPREME Court has dis- 
missed former President Joseph 
Estrada's graft complaint against 
officials of the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue and Citibank. 

Ina 20-page decision on Dec. 9, 
the high court junked for "lack of 
merit" Estrada's petition to over- 
tuma Court of Appeals ruling that 
dismissed his complaint against 
BIR and Citibank officials. 

Esrada had accused the rev- 
enue and bank officials of graft and 
of violating the Foreign Currency 
Deposits Act when they placed his 
foreign currency account in the 
Ciibank Greenhills branch under 
constructive distraint due to the 
plunder charges against him. 

Constructive distraint places 
the property of a taxpayer who 
may try to hide it under the con- 
trol of an authority. 

Estrada filed the complaint be- 
fore the Office of the Ombuds- 
man in January 2001 but the On 
budsman dismissed it in February 
2002 for lack of probable cause. 

Estrada then went to the Court. 
of Appeals, which turned him 
down for lack of jurisdiction. 

The Supreme Court agreed. It 
seid Estrada should have directly 
appealed the Ombudsman's deci- 
sion to the high court and not 
with the appellate court. 


and tactical alliance with President Macapagal-Arroyo. 


The rebel truce declaration, in 
force between Dec. 23 and Jan. 2, 
reciprocates a three-week unilat- 
eral ceasefire ordered by the Pres- 
ident on Thursday. 

‘The party “declared a unilater- 
al ceasefire for the Christmas sea- 
son and to celebrate the 36th an- 
niversary of the Communist Party 
of the Philippines on Dec. 26," the 
CPP central committee said in a 
statement. 

It said all New Peoples Army 
units “will continue to bear arms 
and remain alert and ready to fight 
and defeat any attacks and harass- 
ment by regular and paramilitary 
forces” of the military and police. 

Earlier yesterday, CPP founder 
Jose Ma. Sison offered a perma- 
ment truce and an alliance with 
the government on the condition 
that Arroyo would implement the 
rebels! agenda. 


No to capitulation 

Sison said in a statement to 
news agencies from his self-exile 
in the Netherlands that such an al- 
liance was possible “if she agrees 
to fight for complete national inde- 
pendence against [United States] 
domination and to cany out gen- 
uine land reform im conjunction 
with national industralization.” 

Sison rejected any ceasefire to 
open the door to peace talks, say- 
ing this was tantamount to de- 
manding the capitulation of the 
guerrillas. 

‘The government has previous- 
ly rejected the communists’ calls 
to enter into a coalition, saying 
the rebels must contest elections. 

The 8,000-member CPP and its 
armed wing, the NPA, have been 


waging a Maoist campaign which 
has claimed thousands of lives for 
more than three decades. 

‘The communists called off talks 
with the government in August, 
accusing it of not doing enough to 
persuade the US and other West- 
ет governments to remove them 
from these governments! lists of 
foreign terrorist organizations 

The CPP ceasefire declaration 
came six days after the President. 
declared the government's tradi- 
tional Christmas truce, which will 
last until midnight of Jan. 5. 

"The CPP issues this declaration 
despite the Arroyo regime's contin- 
чей violation of past agreements 
that has led to the suspension of 
the peace talks,” the group said, 


Gov't inaction 

One of the violations of their 
past agreements, the CPP said, 
was the governments inaction 
over the delisting of the CPR NPA 
and communist leader Jose Ma. 
son from the US’ list of foreign ter- 
rorists or terrorist organizations. 

Military information chief Lt. 
Col. Buenaventura Pascual wel- 
comed the rebels’ declaration of a 
ceasefire. 

He said the Armed Forces would 
strictly observe the ceasefire and 
that the rebels can visit their fami- 
lies during the ceasefire period 
without fear of being arrested. 

“NPA [guerrillas] can visit and 
spend time with their families 
without fear of arrest. Let the sol- 
diers and NPA celebrate Christ- 
mas with their loved ones,” he 
said. Alcuin Papa, Delfin Mal- 
lari, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 


reau, and AFP. 


ri 
E 

ba 
ba 


KARA 


PPA SEIN OTT: 


ee 


SEN SOONER NEN 


ao 


WAN 


Satisfied owners of the most stylish DVD Mini 
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Watch out for the EV99DVD from Pioneer. Wearing a streamlined design 


SETI 


with sleek lines, smooth silver finish that has drawn stares from the local 


XE 


population. The EV99DVD is reportedly armed with a 5-speaker system 


v 


with dual subwoofers and has been known to possess full Karaoke 
Functions. Last seen playing DVD, VCD, CD, WMA, MP3 and JPEG 
for satisfied buyers. If you come across an EV99DVD Mini System at 


your nearest Pioneer dealer, grab one immediately! 


Also available: EVG6DVD and EV33DVD Mini Systems. 
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МО „о ritigil ang kwentuhan 


DD na magmamadali magsalita 


NDD na mahuhuli sa balita 


NDD ла magdadagdag ng P 200 
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CGLOBELINES PAYMENTS AND SERVICES CENTERS METRO MANILA GT PLAZA Upper G/F, Globe Telecom Plaza Тон 1, т. Pioneer & Madison Sis Mandaluyong Chy MARIKINA 282 A. Bona Ave, Pes Ао Bld, Brgy. Dola Poa, Moria Оу PARK SQUARE 2 G/F Park 
‘Square Bld, Ayala Conter, Makati Ciy SH MEGAMALL Ай Tevel Blig. B, Cyberzone Aren, SM Megamall, Doña ба Чогу Ave, Mandaluyong Giy SOUTH LUZON Gibeinis Paymens & Serves, Dirersion Extension Rd, Brgy. Bolbok билу; Оу Batangas BATANGAS BOLBOK Dvoion 
Extension Rd, Bgy. Bolbok, Batangos y, ag LEMERY C ВЫ, independencia St, Lemery, Bongos FESTA MALL LIPA G/F Pet Wald Mal, Lipa, Botongos Ct CAVITE BACOOR Gen. Tono Highway, Bg. Dulong Bayan, Bacoor, Cave MOLINO G/F EVY Corp, Bldg, Mane Rood, 
Malino, Bacoor, Cavite SH DASHARINAS 2nd Lavel , $ Су Dasmariñas, Governor's riva 1, Brgy. Sampa, Dasmariñas, Code GEN. TRIAS ORIENTAL MDORO CALAPAN G/F Fern Bldg, M. Later St, San Vian, toon Giy, Ol Mindoro EAST VISAYAS Globales Pons & 
Sorvices, 22 P. ири. “Тайды Gy BOHOL TAGBILARAN Doer 5 EB Colles Bo, Caos P. ero Ae, оаа Cy TUBGON Pooc aden Poblacion, Tubigon, Boll UBAY N. Reyes Si, Pabo, Ubay, Bool CEBU AYALA CENTER G/F South rro Paseo айла Aol Center Cobu, 
‘Cehu Business Pork, Cebu буу BOGO Fernan St, Bogo, Cebu CARCAR P. Hellas St, Poblacion 3, Carcar, Cebu ELIZABETH MALL 2nd lava, Вей На) cor. Soncangko ond N. Boos Sts, Cebu iy MANDAUE if Kans Bldg, Nona Higway, Ibabao, Mandaue Cy PARDO Pinco Warchouse 
(lub, Buacoo Pardo, Cebu City SM CEBU 2nd level SM Су Cebu, North Reclomalion Area, Cabu Ct TOLEDO 2/F Nesbel and Sons Bids. St, Toledo бү LEYTE ORMOC MFT Bldg, Real St, Ormoc бу TACLOBAN 22 P Burgos SL, Tclban Оу SOUTHERN LEYTE МАЛИН Monsin Port 
шга meri Complex Dene SL, Agban, as Ciy WEST VISAYAS GokelasPoynets Serves, ог. 2h Lacon s. Mondelongon, Bacolod бу ARN KALIBO Arch Reyes St, Kabo, an ANTIQUE SAN JOSE T, Fore St San Joso, Antique CAPIZ ROXAS cor. P Gomez 
E Lego Sts Roxas бу PAAY GASANO LOLO 2/F Gon Ciy, ta Paz, Ko Ciy POTOTAN Teresa Hagorog SL, Poloan, fo NEGROS OCCIDENTAL BACOLOD cor. 27ih а Loson 5, Mandalagan, Bacolod Cy НАВАН 2/F cor. Ren! Agenao Ss, Hinigaran, Neges Occidental 
SAGAY ATB Bldg, Maranon St, Poblacion Ui, Sagay Gily, Negros Occidental NEGRDS ORIENTAL DUMAGUETE G/F Sol y Mar Bldg., cor. Rizal Bhd. & San Juan Sts, Dumaguete City ТАШАТ Kyle's Foodshoppo, Мода St, ari Gily 
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| No New Year's Eve Hopes dim for tax bills 
Fireworks for GAT CIA | jescemanent sm ect enn retina st te tee 


| By Alcuin Papa and gentleman, and Articles | WITHonly10daysto gobefore the likely that Malacafiang could still atleast four new tax measures be- "would not happen overnight.” 
cof War 97, orconduct prejudi- | year formally ends, Malacafiang’s hold special sessions nextweek. foretheend of this year- The Pres- “These will take time to imple- 

‘THERE will be no fireworksto cial to good order and disci- | hopes that more tax bils would be Ргезз Secretary Ignacio Bunye identeven wentout ofher wayto ment and much longer for them 

celebrate New Year for retired pline. pessed have faded, particulariywith declined to comment when asked meet top executives of tobacco to bear fruit," Bunye said. 

! Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, the The charges stemmed from | House Speaker Jose de Venecia, if Malacafiang had given up hope and telecommunications firmsto "Тһе passage of tax measures 
former finance chief of the Garcia's failure to declare | President MacepagalAroyo's point on the passage of more new rev. gettheirsupportforhertaxbills arenot completely in the hands of 

Armed Forces of the Philip: someofhisassetsin hisState- | man in Congress, in mourning, ‘enue measuresthisyear.“Thereis Тһе President wanted to im- the President. But while we have 

pines who is facing a general ment of Assets and Liabilities А source said that Malacafiang а possibility that a special session press credit rating agencies such a strong executive-legislative 

court-martial for allegedly allegedly worth P143 mil- | fad plannedtocallaspecialsession might be called before Congress as Moody's Investor Services that partnership, all these bills will 

amassing unexplained lion. оё Congress next week but most resumes on Jen. 10,” Bunye said she was serious in solving the fis- have to go through a process and 

wealth. Aside from the court-martial | lawmakers were not too keen on ina text message. cal crisis by imposing higher tax- we cannot rush them," he said, 

| Yesterday, AFP Chief of Staff charges, Garcia faces four | cuttingshort their Christmas break, Congress went into recess last es. However, Congress failed to ` The government is under pres- 

Gen, Efren Abu rejected а rec. counts of perjury before the The source said Malacafiang week approving опіу фе "sin" tax deliver on its promise even sure toraisenewrevenuestolow- 

ommendation by a military tri- Sandiganbayan. was also not too eager to press the bill raising the excise taxes on to- though its ranks are dominated ег its dependence on debt financ- 

bunal trying Garda to allow “The policy of the Armed | matter on De Venecia who recent- bacco and alcohol products ofthe by the President's partymates. ing which critics said has reached 

the controversial general to Forces is that if you are under | ly Jost a daughter in а fire at his eight revenue measures. Ina radio interview, Bunye ad- crisis levels, 

spend the New Years celebra- court-martial proceedings, you р 

tionathis family's residence on cannot leave your quarters or 


Chicago Street in Cubao, Que- the place where you are re- More Pinoys 
at тоо , year for change— 
Garda would have been al- lke fyou are goingtoatenda | head for Taiwan 
lowed to spend time with his funeral of a relative but if it 
family from 8a.m.ofDec.31to would only be for vacation, | DEPLOYMENT of Filipino work- ByGilC.Cabacungan]r and population problem, smuggling, (P1.28 billion) —by next year. 
Bam. Jan, 2 next year. that we cannot allow,” Abu ex- | ers to Taiwan is expected to top Juliet Labog-javellana corruption, and insurgency апай For the first time in its 69 years, 
"As of now, the decision I've plained. AR, 100,000 by yearend largely due pushing for more investments the AFP had a low-key indoor an- 
given is that he (Garcia) can- Або, however, said visita- | to the recovery of Taiwan's econ- FACED with the continued de- andinfrastructuredevelopment. niversary celebration at Mala- 
mot leave the Isafp (Intelli- tion rights are still granted to | omyand increase indirectairser- cline in her public approval rat- — ThePresidentisalso wary of an сайапуз Ceremonial Hall yesterday. ` 
gence Service, AFP) com. theaccused. Е vices between Manila and key ar- ings and the threat of acredit-rat- imminent credit downgrade from АЕР Chief Gen. Efren Abu said 
pound, thats my instruction,” The same treatment will ap- | eas of the city-state, according to ing downgrade for the country, intemational rating agencies espe- this departure from the tradition- 
Abu told reporters. “I haven't ply to members of the Magdalo | the Manila Economicand Cultur- President Macapagal-Arroyo yes- cially after she failed to parlay her al grand celebration of AFP Day 
replied to the court but be- group who had been detained | a] Office. terday vowed to make “change” party's dominance of Congress into was made to manifest the mili- 
cause I am the one who gave in several military detention ‘Meco said departures as of May the defining mark ofher adminis-  tax-reform legislation. Only one of tary's solidarity with the victims 
[ him the restriction, all orders centers since last year, Abu had hit 86,050 and likely to break tration next year. eight tax bills that she proposed оѓ four destructive typhoons that 
about when he goes out ofthe said. the 100,000 mark, or an increase “2005 is a year for urgent hasbeen passed by the legislature. hit Luzon earlier this month. 
camp or out of detention (re. “As for the Magdalo | of 45 percent over three years. change in the Philippines,” the Acreditdowngradecould push Of the P10 million to P15 mil- 
lies) on my decision. (group), they can celebrate | The number of Filipinos who left President said in a speech during the governmentdeeper into fiscal lion that the AFP would have 
Since Nov. 19,-a day after Christmas within the Army or | last year for Taiwan reached the60thanniversaryoftheArmed crisis. spent for its anniversary celebra- 
his retirement, Garcia, a grad- within the Armed Forces com- | 81,355, or an improvement of 18 Forces in Malacafiang yesterday. “То get the economy back on tion, Abu said the AFP donated 
uate ofthe Philippine Military pound. They can celebrate at | percent from 68,877 in 2002. Just six months into a fresh six- track, we will improve tax collec- P4 million to the government's 
Academy Class of 1971, has the grandstand, at the Daza Месо chair Antonio Basilio ex- year term, the President has seen tion, pass a budget that will sup- fund for the relief and rehabilita- 
been detained “inside the Park but they cannot leave | „plained that aside fromtherecovery herratingshitrock bottom insur- port our 10-point legacy plan and tion of the victims of the calamity. 
heavily-secured Isafp com- (their respective), camps, of Taiwan's economy, stronger sup- veys by Social Weather Station pro-poor agenda and take execu- Тһе AFP big day used to be a 
pound. — Abu said. port for Filipino workers and travel- largely because of her inability to tive action to break the culture of four-hour affair held at the grounds 
Garcia is being tried by the The six core leaders of the | ers had helped boost deployment. contain the rising cost of basic corruption,” the President said. of its Camp Aguinaldo headquar- 
military court on violations of group are also detained inside Basilio said Meco's operations goods and services. Ms Arroyo has also prioritized ters, with four battalions involving 
the Articles of War 96, or con- е Isafp compound alongwith | had been strengthened in Taipei, Foreign and local business funding to accelerate the imple- morethan 1,000 soldiers participat- 
duct unbecoming an officer Garcia, Kaosiung and Taichung, where groups also gave her failing mentation of three highway pro- Їп in a grand parade, attended by 
most Filipinos wereemployed. marks in solving the fiscal crisis, jects—the Metro Manila Skyway the country’s highest officials, led 
Extension from Bicutan to Ala- bythe President, and where medals 
bang (P2.35 billion), the South- and awards are handed out. 
ern Tagalog Arterial Road exten- The AFP leadership opted in- 
sion from Lipa to Batangas City stead to hold the celebration in 
(P1.38 billion), the wideningand  Malacafiang. About 100 AFP offi- 
improvement of Manila North cers and soldiers attended the cere- 
Road from Meycauayan to Tarlac mony that lasted only 45 minutes. 


Furniture firms 
appeal log ban 


By Volt Contreras CFIP president Nicolas de Lange 
maintained that "we support the 
THE CHAMBER of Furniture In- temporary suspension" to allow 
dustries of the Philippines yester- the Department of Environment 
day appealed to the government and Natural Resources to run after 
to life the suspension of all log- ilegal loggers and review the oper- 

ging activities nationwide by the ations of forest  concessionaires. 
first week of January 2005. But he said “a suspension of 
The umbrella group of some logging operations for more than 
12,000 companies, CFIP warmed 30 days would severely affect our 

that if the suspension went on in- industry's production cycle." 
definitely, its export-oriented mem- “The image of our (furniture) 
bers could start missing production industry is at stake here. We might 
deadlines and lose customers be- lose our markets to our competi- 
cause of the lack of raw materials. tors if we cannot deliver on time,” 
The chamber asked Mala- said Ederito Feliciano of Aweca 

cafiang and Environment Secre- Group, a major manufacturer. 
tary Michael Defensor to limit the “Buyers will not wait until we 
suspension order issued on Dec.8 зепіе the issue (of illegal logging). 
to "not more than 30 days.” Its the speed to market that is very 
B The Palace issued the order in critical,” added Eliseo Miranda, 
FREE MIC STANDI 3 | tine with the renewed crackdown president of the Foreign Buyers 

FE on illegal loggers, the perceived Association of the Philippines. 
FREE LEATHERETTE MIC JACKET! 1 | culprits behind che massive forest Though the country has always 
РЕ ЕБ denudation that caused land- enjoyed an edge in terms of furni- 
WITH MORE PICTURE 1 sides and Пай foods ha led tre design and craftsmanship, К 
yundreds in Luzon during the re- тау lose its market share to Chi- 
BACKGROUNDS! Jes! A cent storms, T na and other Asian countries that 
Up to 76 International & Philippine sites! d The order has paralyzed the har- can offer cheaper products owing 
vest and transport of timber fom to their low labor costs, De Lange 

The World's #1 WIDE ARRAY OF Ё public lands covered by forest man- further warned. 


agement agreements between log. According to the CFI the indus- 
Videoke Microphone! SONG CHIPS AVAILABLE! Sig firms and the goverment. Tres пу earned $278 milion, or P186 


Ж plantations оп private lands, howev- billion, last year in export sales 
CHOOSE ric осе: Minore Sina EXCELLENCE! бот у ite 
E soasked Defensorto exempt “minor percent of its production relies on 


‘AUTHORIZED DEALERS: forest products” like rattan, vines, wood for material, the rest being 
<NATIONWIDE> bark, fiber ete. from thelist of wood derived from lighter forest prod- 


products covered by thesuspension. ucts, ‘metals, stone and plastic. 
Appli; Ambi id 
ame npe, bate, (КЕБЕТЕ 2 more bodies found in Real 


mcm io [GT] : ci ING) CALAMBACTTY—Twomore bodies have yet to be identified as they 
enis 


нота. m4 PE | were unearthed yesterday from the were in an "advanced state of de- 
заалт mbbie of the Repador Balding in composition? айат being Þurled 
E = Barangay Tignoan, Real, Quezon, in thick mud for 22 days. 
Gama makro MPs EMCOR PETS — avrg | 59080 йз antes said residents are being 
E continued fs search for victims іп asked to join officials in an "ac- 
lülwamero сонтнсо ente Sense the debris of the building that col- counting” of residents to help de- 
lapsed on Nov 29 at the height of ide whether to stop or continue 
«METRO MANILA> «PROVINCIALE i 
QUIAPOIBINONDO Santach Electronios 734-1821 BAGUIO LAGUNA ‘Tropical Depression “Winnie.” with retrieval operations. 
Amavorg Basros rasoo WA ТҮ az o ogg Кан благое) wa. Ba bumasa | Ma Gen, Efren Orbon,chiefof Some 30 membere of the nd 
ii Appances ortdvida Au ca : os е 2nd Infantry Division of the D, headed by Capt, Gerry Sultan, 
ANG атоо 738.3880 MALATE МАКАТ! ees eee cee ин ин Philippine Army, sald the bodies have been digging through the 
° PARANAQUE, MUNTINLUPA Хила Entorses (0) 020560. B 900-0228 were those ofa young boy and a debrssimeDen 8. ; 
"i oo Vido А female. They were found "Itis clear to our men (that they) 
Мийик Salen 736-1682 image Video 626-1015 longs 2-637 Ocampo" young ey t 
Teme Appllancee703-1024 Boran Audio & Video Int 827-1174 randa (032) 462 981 PANGASINAN Buried in mud at about 9:30 a.m, continue digging for trapped vic- 
Mitennium Electronics Phasetron Audio Systems 819-7372 Davao. Riefort Trading (075) 622-7112 yesterday by soldiers and volun- tims until the residents themselves 
Ranana тием Аслу Marketing 6334052 КА 2209 D sunata йесопаВа оз) ввз өз | Cer Workers. and the local health officials ex 
е" iste Trading (077) 770.3410 unc ii The discovery brought the total press in a formal written request 
eue amoa ma a number of recovered bees fom that we should stop our operie 
lA GNOUR sn eres kin andun: ин che collapsed building to 81. tions,” Orbon sald. Marlon Ramos, 
Thi ASTRA GROUP, INC. (T Annapolis St Greanhiis, San Juan, Мено Mania. www astramayncvny оп! EP) йе Wo bodles PDI Southern Lusog Bureau 


PRECISION 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2004 


From pageAl 


abroad, saying that the plan of the former 
President to undergo a knee-replacement op- 
eration was just for show. 

“Finish the case first. If Estrada is innocent, 
free him. if guilty, pardon him. But we should 
not let him escape," he said at a press confer- 
ence that he and several private prosecutors 
called on Monday. 

Singson, who is also accusing Malacahang 
ofentering into compromise deals with Estra- 
да, had threatened to withdraw support from 
President Macapagal-Arroyo should she fail 
tostop Estrada's trip to Hong Kong. 


Visit to mother 

Estrada visited his mother Mary Ejercito in 
Greenhills, San Juan, yesterday, but avoided 
reporters to comply with the Sandiganbayan 
condition that he not grant media interviews. 

Estrada arrived by helicopter and immedi- 
ately proceeded to his mother’s house on 
Kennedy Street at about 11 a.m. He was 
joined by family members for lunch. 

“He wants to strictly follow the no-media 
interviews set by the court, lest he lose his 24- 
hour pass or even the trip to Hong Kong," said 
one of Estrada's media aides, who asked not 
tobe named. 

The source said Estrada wanted to refrain 
from saying bad things about Singson, which 
‘might put the court or Malacafiang in a bad 
light. 

"The talking was left to defense lawyers Rene 
Saguisag and Jose Flaminiano, who vowed to 
pursue contempt charges against Singson and 
the private prosecutors for allegedly under- 
mining the integrity of the court. 


No pressure 

Singson accused the Sandiganbayan of suc- 
cumbing to Palace pressure when it allowed 
Estrada to travel to Hong Kong. 

“Its contemptuous. That cannot be. They 
have no evidence against the justices. These 
Justices will not risk their position by suc- 
cumbing to dictation from any quarter,” 
Flaminiano said. 

Former Rep. Didagen Dilangalen denied 
that Estrada had entered into a deal with the 
Palace so he could leave for Hong Kong. 

“The (Arroyo administration) twice offered 
him to leave for voluntary exile shortly after 
he was illegally removed from power, but he 
refused, saying he was born here and he will 
die here. Besides, he is convinced that he did 
no harm to the Filipino people,” said Dilan- 
galen, Estrada's spokesperson. 

Estrada even fears he may not be allowed 
to retur to the country, according to Dilan- 
salen. 

"He wants to have a writren guarantee 
from this government allowing him to return 
here," he said. 

He said he did not believe that the court 
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BIG FAN of "Da King", too: llocos Sur Gov. 
Luis “Chavit” Singson shows off the FP] room 
in his sprawling Baluarte mansion in Vigan. 
was party to any deal. "The court is indepen- 
dent. We are talking here of merits,” Dilan- 
galen, a lawyer, said of the court's decision to 
allow Estrada to go abroad. 

Flaminiano said Ms Arroyo would be the 
last person to undermine the integrity of the 
court. 

"She has always declared that she will not 
interfere in the affairs of the judiciary” he 
said. 


Restraining order 

In Malacahang, Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye said Singson was just trying to get the 
high courts attention when he threatened to 
sever his ties to che administration. 

In an interview with ФАН, Bunye said 
Singson wanted the Supreme Court to issue а 
temporary restraining order to stop Estrada 
from leaving. 

А cause-oriented group, Plunder Watch, 
has filed a case with the Supreme Court op- 
posing the Sandiganbayan's decision allow- 
ing Estrada to travel abroad. 

"The former President's schedule is near 
(Dec. 23) and I think he (Singson) succeeded 
їп getting the Supreme Courts attention,” 
Bunye said 

He said Malacahang would abide by any 
decision handed down by the Supreme Court. 

With a report from Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


сеси 


THE WAKE of Fernando Poe Sr. complete with honor guards for his service as a guerrilla. 


fighter. 


3 weddings . . . 


From pagel 

Yes, there will be three weddings and a fu- 
neral—potent symbols of life and death. 

For the three couples, today is truly a "new 
dawn” because they would be taking part in 
one of man's oldest and grandest traditions. 

Yesterday, a young couple also said their “1 
dos" and vowed to be together till death do 
us part.” 

‘As the sun set, strains of the Wedding 
March filled the halls of St. Martin's Chapel 
where lay Poe's remains. For a brief moment, 
Mendelssohn's solemn composition drowned 
‘out the sobs of fans gathered next door saying 
their goodbyes to their idol. 


Ablessing 

‘Asked what he thought of exchanging vows 
a few paces away from Da King's bier, 22- 
year-old groom Bernard Bisnar said he con- 
sidered ita blessing. 

^| know that in a way, he (Poe) is giving us 
his blessings,” he said. 

Bernard and his bride-to-be, Ma. Roselle 
Marene, 24, had been together for almost 
four years when they decided to tie the knot 

It is probably not just a coincidence that 
Bernard works as administrative assistant at 
St. Luke's Medical Center, where Poe was 
rushed two Saturdays ago. 

“п a way, he was close to us. After all, he 

үч 


RECO YOUNG FROM THE COLLECTION OF COXABAN 


spent some time in the hospital where 1 work,” 
Bernard told the Ingumer minutes before he 
and Roselle became “husband and wife." 

Today at 9 a.m., Salvador Calma Ш and 
Myra Borigas will also be married at the Sto. 
Domingo Church. 

Renan Lacaden and Gemma Lyn Faustino 
will follow suit at 3 p.m. 

Finally, Robert Dogelio and Gelyn Acuna 
will also say their “I dos” an hour after. 

Parish priest Gerard Zabala said: "We want 
to make the weddings as solemn as possible." 


Cooperative 

He added that the FPJ Wake Committee 
had been very cooperative with the church 
management. 

"When they came here, they knew the situa- 
tion. They made the necessary arrangements and 

have been very cooperative," Zabala said. 
fact, we have also asked their volun- 
teers to help in the preparation of the wed- 
ding. Much work still needs to be done,” the 
Dominican priest added. 

Poe's family and friends had earlier re- 
marked that Poe himself wouldn'r want to in- 
convenience anyone, least of all people on 
their wedding day. 

"The funeral march, dubbed “Martsang-Lib- 
ing Tungo sa Bagong Umaga (Funeral March 
"Toward a New Day), starts at 4 a.m. 
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MILF spokesman says 
Janjalani very much alive 


COTABATO CITY—Abu Sayyaf leader 
Khadaffy Janjalani is very much 
alive—so says the Moro Islamic Liber- 
ation Front. 

MILF spokesperson Eid Kabaluyes- 
terday disputed military reports that 
the emir of the al-Qaida-linked terror 
group might have been killed in an 
aerial bombardment in Datu Piang, 
Maguindanao, on Nov. 19. 

Kabalu said that, based on the result 
of a “joint investigation” conducted by 
the governmentand the MILF ceasefire 
committee, there was по indication 
that Janjalani had died in the attack. 

‘There were “no fatalities, except 
for one MILF fighter wounded,” in 
that incident, Kabalu said, 

In Zamboanga City, Southern Com- 
mand chief Lt. Gen. Alberto Braganza 


said that aside from “intelligence re- 
ports,” a civilian informant and an 
MILF surrenderee had corroborated 
other reports about the “death” of the 
elusive bandit leader. 

“And now we are challenging the 
ASG to prove that Janjalani is alive 
and produce him in whatever man- 
ner, proving he is really alive and ac- 
tive," Braganza said. 

"(The Ingumen story) is very re- 
vealing, [it was] based on our intelli 
gence source," Braganza said. 

He said that “we have an ongoing 
effort to locate the burial site or the 
remains of Janjalani in the general 
area of Datu Piang, Maguindanao." 

The National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion's director for Central Mindanao, 
Silvino Cinches, also disputed reports 


about Janjalanis supposed death, 
saying he had received information 
the rebel chief had been sighted in 
Malaysia and in Indonesia. 

At Camp Aguinaldo, Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Efren Abu said 
he had received a report that Ja 
Jalani was killed in the Nov. 19 air at- 
tack but that another military report. 
had stated Janjalani had also been 
sighted in South Cotabato. 

"We have been receiving reports that 
Janjalani is dead but we cannot confirm 
this report,” Abu said. “Since then, we 
have been receiving reports that Jan- 
Jalani is somewhere in South Cotabato. 
That is one thing that has been giving us 
an idea that heisstillalive” Charlie C. 
Sefiase, Julie S. Alipala, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau and Alcuin Papa in Manila 


Janjalani's parents say... * 


From page At 


her old haunt again, peering into the grief 
etched on the faces of a mother and an ailing, 
76-year-old father, Abubakar. 

It was the grief of parents who had lost a 
son but were not sure where he lay buried. 
Could they be faking it? But the Janjalani pa- 
triarch was very, very weak. 

In Tausug, he said that the fate of his eldest 
son, the slain Abu Sayyaf founding leader, Ab- 
durajak Abubakar Janjalani, was better. At 
least, the old man said, they were able to see 
his body and bury him inside their compound. 


No last embrace 

“Atleast, we were able to embrace him but 
not our youngest son. We have not seen him 
for a long time and now this news, shaheed” 
na siya,” said Vilma. 

Then, an awful thought struck her: “Could 
it be that they poisoned him? We don't know 
but maybe they poisoned my son.” 

‘Why would she say that? 

"That is just my feeling, that he was poi- 
soned. There were stories like that, but we re- 
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ally don’t know,” she answered. 
What about the reports that he was wounded? 


Buried in the jungles 

The father said he had no idea but his son was 
very close to Radhulan Sahiron, another wanted 
Abi Sayyaf personality. He said the military was 
constantly operating in Sahiron's Patikul area. 

In the days after Nov. 18, when Janjalani last 
contacted this reporter via e-mail, there had 
been no reported military ground operation, 
specifically none in the general area of Patikul, 

"Could it be that it was there where he was 
killed?” Vilma asked. “But they didn’t say. All 
they said was that he was wounded and was 
no longer treated, that no one brought him to 
a hospital, that no doctor came.” 

The unknown visitor had told the parents 
that Janjalani was buried in the jungles of Su- 
Iu but did not specify where. 


Mother's wish 

Given a chance, they said they would want 
tosee his grave but how could they when they 
did not know where he lay? 

“We are already weak and we can no longer ; 
travel" Vilma said. АП we want is to be together. 
Our houris near and we want to be with the chil- 
dren, our grandchildren. They are our only joys.” 

At Bilibid's Maximum Security Compound, 
Janjalani's brother Hector had said: “Just as 1 
thought but he would not believe. He was 
hard-headed and so overconfident. Maybe, 
he was really poisoned.” 


“Ат just a flower vase" 

Hector, serving a double life term, recalled 
an incident in 2000 when he said he confront- 
ей Janjalani in their camp in Patikul: “So, is 
this how you want to be now? You wake in the 
morning, they prepare your food and you are 
just waiting for your death.” 

He said his brother told him in response 
“Flower vase na lang ako dito. Hindi naman 
ako nasusunod. Gumawa ka ng paraan kung 
paano ako makakalabas dito. Lahat ng paraan 
na kaya mo (I have become a flower vase 
here. Lam no longer obeyed. Find a way to get 
те ош of here. You can do anything) " 

"There was nothing I could do for him," 
Hector said. 

But if Khadaffy Janjalani was dead, again, 
where was the body? 


Exhumation is forbidden 

"The parents and Hector, as well, said that in 
Islam, exhumation of a body was prohibited. 
“Haram,” they said, meaning itis forbidden. 

While the military and the police would 
definitely welcome news of Janjalani's death, 
they obviously would not accept it without 
any solid proof, said a police general. 

In fact, a week before the Dec. 12 bombing of 
a General Santos City public market that Killed 
14 people, a police intelligence unit reported. 
that Janjalani was sighted in Davao City near 
Jollice Restaurant. The informant was identifie 
as someone "who personally knows Janjalani. 

A retired general helping in the govern- 
ment pursuit of Janjalani, when asked what 
his last information was, sai i 
where in the Zamboanga mainland.” But the 
information was not substantiated by any 
specific dates of sighting. 


Braganza's information 

Perhaps the Marine colonel who was in- 
volved in the operation to get Abu Sayyaf's 
‘Abu Sabaya might have his own sources of in- 
formation? But all he said in his brief text re- 
ply was: “He's just around.” 

So far, the only details available were that 
he was supposedly hit during an air strike in 
Datu Piang on Nov. 19 in an area supposedly 
under the control of the Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front. Checks showed that an Air Force 
MG-520 bomber did strike the area that day 
at the request of the Army's 6th Infantry 
based in Cotabato's Awang Headquarters 

Ina follow-up operation, a Huey helicopter 
tried to inject ground troops but was driven 
back by intense fire 

Braganza said his information that Jan- 
jalani had been killed came from an MILF sur- 
renderee but he declined to reveal his source's 
name. 


Body ripped by bomb 

Braganza said that, according to his infor- 
mant, Janjalani was wounded in the bom- 
bardment but that ground fire forced back Air 
Force pilots trying to bring in troops. 

“They were fired upon. That was why our 
troops were not able to get off, In fact, the tall у 
of the Huey chopper was hit,” Braganza said. © 
"There was a heavy firefight, according to the x 
initial spot report.” > 

Braganza said “it was an isolated target” * 
that the pilots hit from the air. 8 

"We saw two nipa huts from the air. There 
was information that Janjalani was there so 17 
called in an aif strike. The shooting of our 
troops when they tried to land confirmed the 
Abu Sayyaf presence there.” 

If Janjalani was dead, why hadn't he made Ё 
any announcement? : 


Story without end 

* don't want to get burned. The informa-' 
tion has to be definite,” Braganza said. “It’s 
difficult... The information was that he was , 
gravely wounded and that there was even ап; 
attempt to bring him to Zamboanga.” : 

“Ang sabi pa nga ng asset, parang nahati ang 3, 
katawan (In fact, the informant said that it 
appeared his body was torn in two)." 

Asked about the incident, Air Force 
spokesperson Col. Restituto Padilla said: "It. 
happened quickly. They were surprised by the 
resistance coming from the ground. The sol- 
diers were not able to get down." 

So is Janjalani dead? Is there a closure? As in 
some stories like this, maybe there is no closure. 

Maybe all that this reporter has left, as she 
sailed away from Basilan this December 
morning, isa legend. NG 
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From page Al ing rice cakes, fish balls, sago, ba- 
burial of Fernando Poe Jr. today. lut, crispy chicken skin, dried 
For P5,000, a media group can squid, congee, FPJ T-shirts, head- 
gain access to the rooftop of a bands, wrist ‘bands and socks. 
mausoleum overlooking ће ac- But an FPJ vest as a souvenir 
tor's tomb. was all that Pedring Atienza, 70, 

Fora discounted fee of P3,000, wanted to bring home to Baran- 
a newspaper can set up its cam- gay Nag-iba Dos, Naujan, Min- 
eras on a tomb beside the Poe doro Oriental. “it's 700 pesos. 
family plot. Maybe it will be cheaper tomor- 

Business is brisk, but this hap- row,” Atienza said. 
pens only once in a blue moon, A light, white cotton Tshirt 
‘according to cemetery caretakers printed with FPJ's name cost P50 
Gil Quita and Rolly Dimarucot. while a thicker Tshirt with his 

“Hindi naman palagi (fs not name and silk-screened image 
often),” said caretaker Quita as was selling for P150 to P200. 
he helped the Inquirer negotiate “I Love FPJ" headbands were 
the mounds and niches beside the priced at P10, wristbands at P20, 
Poe plot. ‘and FPJ socks from P15 to P25. 

Since Saturday, Quita and Di- 
maricot have been busy negori- Free Coke, packed food 
ating with media groups which But some items came free. 
want to get a spot with а good Соке in cans, courtesy of San 
view of FPJ's final resting place. Miguel Corp. chair Eduardo 

a "Danding Cojuangco were given 
Best view free to every man, woman and 

An early bird, the ABS-CBN child as they came out from view- 
network got the "best views" ing the remains of FPJ at the St. 
from the rooftop ofa mausoleum Martin chapel of Sto. Domingo. 
and from a scaffolding erected Packed food donated by 
beside it, just across from theac- restaurateurs and caterers close 
tor's family plot, Quita said. to FPJ were being distributed free 

He said the network also to marshals, doctors, media peo- 
gained exclusive rights to shoot ple and volunteers assigned to do 
from his three-story concrete assorted jobs inside the chapel, in 
house, which overlooks Poe's fi- the church courtyard and around 
nal resting place from the side. the Sto. Domingo Church. 

The Inquirer and the other Poster calendars for 2004 were 
television networks will have to distributed “as souvenir only,” ac- 
position themselves on the adja- cording to an FPJ volunteer. 
cent lot already crowded with Copies of the pamphlet titled 
concrete niches. “Estrada v. Arroyo: Rule of Law or 

“This space is available but you Rule of Force?" by Alan Е Paguia 
cannot trim the leaves off that were being distributed by Romeo 
plant (that blocked the view of Canoda, a coordinator for “Sulo 
the FPJ tomb),” Quitosaidinase- ng Pilipino,” a pro-Poe non-gov- 
rious tone, ernment organization. 

At Sto. Domingo Church where “Please read p. 29, number 
FPJ lay, Dominican priests were 30-31, and ponder,” Canoda told 
also charging for the use of space Ње INQUIRER. 
incovering today's funeral Mass. ,, y 

A reporter of Channel 9 said “Adios, Glori; 
the church management was ask- Written on the page was advice ы 
ing for Р100,000 from the net- оп what the people must do in a Е, ү: nag 
works before they could set up situation in which the minority 
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the WORLD 
Bush: Iraq bombers are having 


WASHINGTON—In a sobering assessment of the Iraq war, tors. Rumsfeld appears “rough and weeks before Iraqis vote for a tran- 
President George W. Bush acknowledged Monday that gruff,” Bush said, but “he's a good, sitional assembly that will choose a 


Кеси eck aken by grisly scenes of decent man. He's caring fellow.” 
‘Americans’ resolve has been shaken by grisly RSS шы ben Dd. ТЫП а рне XR. 


questions on intemational and do- American newspapers showed 
mestic affairs. It was his 17th formal chilling pictures of rebels in the 
news conference, held one day be- heart of Baghdad executing elec- 


1 death and destruction and he pointedly criticized the per- 
formance of US-trained Iraqi troops. “No question about 
iit" he said. “The bombers are having an effect.” 


president and a government and 


‘Bush declined to criticize Russian United States and Russia have dis- fore he flies to the presidential re- tion workers in cold blood. 


President Vladimir Putin despite agreements, the president added, 
concems that he has strengthened but he said the relationship is good. 
authoritarian controls and back- 
аске on post-Soviet democratic warm testimonial for Defense Sec- 


treat at Camp David for a vacation 
that will sretch into early next year taking a look at Iraq and wondering 
"The president also offered а andincludeastayar his Texasranch. whether the Iraqis are eventually 


"And so the American people are 


Bush spokea day after the dead- going to be able to fight off these 
reforms. Bush said he has a good retary Donald H. Rumsfeld in the Нез attacks in Iraq since July— bombers and killers,” Bush said in 
f Persona relationship with Putin and face of spreading expressions of killing at least 53 people in Najaf perhaps his clearest expression of 


tend to keep i that way" The no-confidence by Republican sena- and atleast 13 in Karbala—and six frustration with Iraqi forces. Bush's BUSH at press conference 
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NAJAR Irag—The governor of Najaf said that 
51 people, including a non-Iraqi Arab national, 
had been detained after the bomb attacks in the 
Shite holy cities of Karbala and Najaf that killed 
66 and injured more than 200, as funerals were 
held for those killed in the Sunday bombings. 
Gov. Adnan al-Zorfi told reporters the in- 
vestigation had discovered a connection be- 
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an effect 


x strategy calls for American troops to 

protect Iraq while local police and 

{ soldiers are trained to do the job 

themselves, eventually allowing the 
United States to withdraw. 

“Now 1 would call the results 
mixed in terms of standing up Iraqi 
units who are willing to fight,” Bush 
said in a candid assessment. “There 
have been some cases where, when 
the heat got on, they lef the battle- 
field. Thats unacceptable. Iraq will 
never secure itself if they have 
troops that, when the heat gets on, 
theyleave the battlefield.” АР 


More than 50 arrested after car 
bomb attacks in Najaf, Karbala 


tween the attacks that wreaked carnage at a 
funeral procession in Najaf and a packed bus 
station in Karbala. 

“The message shows their resolve to de- 
stroy the unity of this country and to wage а 
sectarian war,” said Interim Prime Minister 
Iyad Allawi. 5 

“We always said we will go to fight terrorism 
and we will continue to fight terrorism, We still 
have а lot of ground to cover,” he added. 

Grand Ayatollah Mohammed Said al-Hakim, 
one of the four senior Shiite clerics in Iraq, 
called on the Iraqi government to "put an end to 
these crimes and to arrest the evildoers.” 

Shiite political figures cautioned that the 
attacks were aimed at scaring people away 
from voting. 

Abdel Aziz al-Hakim, head of the Supreme 
Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, told 
reporters he had offered 100,000 men from his 
Shiite party's former militia to help protect 
polling stations and was awaiting an answ 

Meanwhile officials at the electoral commission 
in Baghdad spun a lorery drum with white balls 
numbered 101 to 365 to determine the ballot or- 
der for the political partes in the January election. 

The lottery was conducted in the presence 
of the UN special envoy Ashraf Qazi, who 
drew the first ball from the drum, 

‘And residents were told they can return-t0 
the war-ravaged city Fallujah starting Thursday. 

The once-thriving city of 300,000 was vir- 
tually abandoned ahead of the November US 
military assault aimed at regaining control 
from insurgents. P 


Sharon defiant 
as settlers urge 
civil disobedience 
over Gaza plan 


JERUSALEM—Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon vowed Monday that the threat of a 
civil disobedience campaign would not derail 
his plan to withdraw all Jewish settlers from 
the Gaza Strip by the end of 2005. 

“The disengagement will be carried out 
according to the timetable that has been de- 
termined by the government and approved 
by the Knesset (parliament)," Sharon told 
journalists. 

Prominent settler leader Pinhas Waller- 
stein called Sunday for those affected by the 
pullout to break through army roadblocks 
and barricade themselves in their homes, 
even ifit means going to jail. 

The influential Yesha settlers’ council ex- 
pressed Monday its “solidarity” with Waller- 
stein's call for civil disobedience. 

Wallerstein's appeal came in the form of a 
letter sent round the settlements calling for 
active opposition to the withdrawal process. 

"The public should violate the transfer law 
en masse and be ready to pay the price of 
mass imprisonment," the letter said, 

He was referring to a bill which has passed 
its first reading in the Israeli parliament and 
aims to regulate the evacuation of 8,000 set- 
ers from all 21 settlements in Gaza and four 
isolated enclaves in the northern West Bank. 

It establishes compensation sums for set- 
tlers and punishments—hefty fines or im- 
prisonment—that the Israeli government 
Will be able to mete out to those failing to 
obey the law. 

| see these (Wallersteins) remarks as 
harsh. I have known Pinhas for many years, I 
don't think that this is his way,” Sharon said. 

“| understand the pain, developments are 
painful for me too, but they are necessary, 1 
am certain that we will do everything in order 
to uphold the law,” headded. . 

The controversial Gaza plan has been 
fiercely opposed by many of Sharon's tradi- 
tional supporters, leading to the crumbling of 
his coalition and leaving him without a parlia- 
mentary majority for the past six months. 

But the governing Likud party has now all 
but signed a deal with the opposition Labor 
party that would give Sharon the political 
clout necessary to see the withdrawal 
through. 

‘Talks had hit a final snag involving Labour 
leader Shimon Peres, slated to become a sec: 
ond deputy prime minister, AFP 
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Thailand says it has 
photos of militia 
training in Malaysia 


BANGKOK--Thailand's govern- 
ment said Tuesday it has photo 
evidence of Thai Muslim sepa- 
ratists undergoing militia train- 
ing in neighboring Malaysia, days 
after Malaysian officials angrily 
denied such claims. 

Meanwhile, a Buddhist teacher 
was shot dead in Thailand's trou- 
bled south. 


Malaysia lambasted Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra af- 
ter he claimed last week that 
Thai militants were being 
trained in Malaysia, though 
without the Malaysian govern- 
ment's knowledge. 

Indonesia also reacted angrily 
when Thaksin said the insurgents 
were being brainwashed by radi- 
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“We have the pictures to 
prove that they have militia 
training in Kelantan state,” Thai 
deputy interior ministry Sutham 
Saengprathum told reporters 
‘The southern Thai state borders 
Malaysia. 

If the Malaysian authority 
wants to have these (pictures) for 
their cooperation in investigat- 
ing, we are pleased to give it to 
them,” he said, without showing 
the alleged photos or saying how 
they were obtained 


cal ideologies exported from In- 
donesia. 

Also Tuesday, 52-year-old Bud- 
dist teacher Manoon Kojahoon, 
was fatally shot in front of dozens 
of students in the southern 
province of Pattáni, said police 
Capt. Theerachote Promha. 

Most Thais are Buddhists, but 
Muslims form the majority in the 
country’s deep south, where an 
insurgency blamed on Mus 
separatists has killed more than 
570 people this year. AP 


Naproxen risk deals third 
blow to US pain patients 


WASHINGTON—US health regulators warned 
оп Monday of heart risks connected to over-the- 
counter painkiller naproxen, creating additional 
‘confusion over the safery of similar drugs after 
recent warnings for two other painkillers. 

Patients taking naproxen should not ex- 
ceed the recommended dose and should not 
take the drug for more than 10 days unless di- 
rected by their doctor, the Food and Drug Ad- 
‘ministration said. The drug is sold as a gener- 
ic and under several brand names, including 
Bayer AG's Aleve, and as Roche AG subsidiary 
Roche Palo Alto's Naprosyn. 

The warming follows studies showing in- 
creased heart risks in two prescription 
painkillers, Merck & Co. Inc. withdrew its arthri- 
tis drug Vioxx in September. Pfizer Inc. has kept 
its arthritis medicine Celebrex on the market, but 
has suspended consumer advertising. 

The recent burst of new data is unclear, at 
least one rheumatologist said, and doctors 
may have to closely match painkillers to pa- 
tients based on their medical histories. 

“es really confusing for us and our patients,” 
said Dr. Gregory Gardner, a rheumatologist who 
studies joint, muscle and bone-elared diseases 
atthe University of Washington in Seattle. 

Naproxen and Celebrex are in a group of 
drugs called non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs (NSAID), which include aspirin and 
ibuprofen. Within that group, Vioxx and Cele- 
brex are part of a class known as Cox-2 
hibitors, along with Pfizer's Bextra. 

Older drugs like aspirin can cause stomach 


bleeding and ulcers. Newer Cox-2s were designed 
to prevent such gastrointestinal side effects. 

Some medical experts had suspected naprox- 
en might havea beneficial effect on the heart. 

"When the first signs of a heart risk with Мою 
came to light in 2000, Merck argued the results 
were skewed by the protective effects of naprox- 
en on other patients taking part in the trial. 
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Gardner said he would want to see more data 
оп naproxen since it was thought to havea heart- 
protective effect. “Tm not sure I would change 


my practices based on a single sudy,” he said. Anti-biotic (K 
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"ЕРА latest warning stems from a National In- 
stitutes of Health-funded trial studying certain an- 
thinflammatory drugs in patients at risk for 
Alzheimer’s disease. The trial, which included 
Celebrex, was halted late Friday after early results 
showed a higher risk of cardiovascular problems. 

Celebrex showed “no significant increase” in 
risk for cardiac trouble or stroke in the trial, the 
NIH said, But lead researcher John Breitner head 
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of geriatric research at the Veterans Affairs Puget 
Sound Health Care System in Seattle, said it was 
tough to find patients willing to take the drug for 


the trial in the wake of Viona? withdrawal Anti-diamheal 
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On Friday, Pfizer said a different NIH study ганнар ла 


investigating inflammation as a cause of can- 
cer showed Celebrex more than doubled the 
risk of heart attack and strokes. That study 
was also halted. But another trial ro see ifthe 
drug could prevent colon polyps did not show 
such risks, Pfizer said. Reuters 
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China: Secession law aims to halt Taiwan independence 


BEIJING—China said Tuesday a deadline for the island to reunify pose of containing Taiwan inde- impose a timeline for reunifica- promote peace in the region. ‘The Chinese government an- 

Proposed antisecession law is withthe mainland. pendence forces’ separatistactivi- tion and what measures it would “This action is beneficial to nounced last week that the na- 

aimed at preventing rival Taiwan “The initiation of the antiseces- Чез," foreign ministry spokesper- take if Taiwan failed to comply, maintaining peace, stability and tional legislature or National Peo- 

from becoming independent, but sion law by China's National Peo- son Liu Jianchao said. Liu declined to elaborate. prosperity in the Taiwan Straits ple's Congress would consider a 

iefused го зау whether itwillseta ples Congress has its sole pur- j id He insisted the law would help and the Asia-Pacific region,” Liu draft antisecession law at its Dec. 
told a regular briefing. 251029 meeting. 

"The Chinese governments Sketchy reports in the state- 
standpoint is to achieve peace- run media had not previously 
ful reunification and Опе Coun- mentioned Taiwan by name, and 
try Two Systems. This is the ba. Liu's comments were the first 

ic policy for achieving national identifying itas the target. 
unification.” “Taiwan split from mainland Chi- 

Liu, however, reiterated China па in 1949 following a civil war. 
would notruleoutthe use offorce. But Beijing considers the island 

“We will use our utmost зіл. part of its territory awaiting reuni- 
cerity and efforts to achieve the fication, and has repeatedly threat- 
goal of peaceful unification, but ened to invade should Taiwan for- 
we cannot bear Taiwan indepen- mally declare independence. 
dence and will not allow any One Country, Two Systems is the 
forces using any excuses or formula under which Hong Kong 
means to separate Taiwan from and Macau were reunified with the 
China,” Liu said. mainland іл 1997 and 1999, AFP 


Pinochet indictment, 
house arrest upheld 


SANTIAGO, Chile—A three-judge the stroke, but doctors say he may 
panel of the Santiago Court of be left with some after-effects. 

Appeals on Monday voted unani- After visiting her father Monday, 
тошу to uphold the indictment Pinochet's daughter Lucia, said “he 
and house arrest of former dicta- іѕ doing better now, thank God. But 
tor Gen. Augusto Pinochet on hu- he was real bad at one point.” 

man rights charges, according to Pinochet was indicted one 
Judge Juan Escobar, amember of week ago by Judge Juan Guz- 
the panel. man, who charged him in nine 

The appeal filed by Pinochet's kidnappings and one homici 

defense “has been unanimously during the 1973-90 dictatorship. 
rejected,” judge Juan Escobar Small groups of foes and sup- 
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Terror attack on LNG 
vessel could produce 
great injury, damage 


By H. Josef Hebert 


'WASHINGTON--A terror attack on a tanker 
delivering liquefied natural gas at a US port. 
could set off a fire so hot it would burn skin 
and damage buildings nearly a 1.6-km away, 
government scientists say in a report expect- 
ed to influence where new multibillion-dollar 
terminals will be built, 

‘The report from a government nuclear 
weapons lab, a 160-page unclassified version 
of which was obtained Monday by The Asso 
ated Press, characterizes an LNG tanker spill 
from a terror attack as a low probability If suc- 
cessful, however, it would become “a high con- 
sequence event" that could produce massive 
injuries and property damage, the report said. 

‘The yearlong study by scientists at Sandia 
‘National Laboratory, a premier federal research 
facility, provides the most detailed analysis to 
date of the potential public safety impact of a 
terrorist attack on an LNG transport tanker. 

‘While the report does not recommend pro- 
hibiting tankers from carrying LNG through 
heavily populated areas, it says those ship- 
‘ments should occur only after “the most rigor- 
ous deterrent measures" are in place to re- 
duce the probability ofan attack. 

‘The tankers, each of which carries up to 
113.56 million liters of LNG, arrive every few 
days at four US terminals: Everett, Mas- 
sachusetts, on Boston's outskirts; Cove Point, 
Maryland; and Elba Island, Georgia, and Lake 
‘Charles, Louisiana, on the Gulf coast. All are 
expanding as regulators weigh the merits of 
putting more than three dozen more such fa- 
cilities at US ports, many in urban areas. 

In its minus-162 degrees Celsius liquid 
state, LNG cannot explode and is not 
flammable. If a missile or explosive should 
tear a hole in a tanker or a storage tank, how- 
ever, the escaping liquid would be trans- 
formed instantaneously into a gas and proba- 
bly would ignite їп а massive fire. 

"The Sandia report said terrorists, using readily 
available weapons and technology could blast a 
3-meter hole into the side of an LNG tanker. 

‘The assessment evaluates a range of sce- 
narios that would result in release of millions 
of gallons of LNG from a transport tanker. The 


th 


scenarios include a takeover of a vessel by an 
insider or hijacker, external attacks using ex- 
plosive-laden boats, triggered explosions or 
rocket-propelled grenades or missiles. 

Under some circumstances an attack could 
produce cascading damage that could result 
in failure of as many as three of a ship's five 
LNG cargo tanks, which would increase the 
fire's intensity and lengthen its duration. 

Detailed discussions of specific threats 
were included only in the classified version of 
the report, but the unclassified version exam- 
ined the general impact such an attack and 
LNG fire on water would have to people with- 
ina 1.6-km ofthe spill. 

“Weare not recommending that there be any 
kind of ‘no ship zone,” said Mark Maddox, a 
deputy assistant secretary at the energy depart- 
ment, which commissioned the study. “What 
we've leamed is that we can significantly re- 
duce the likelihood of a terrorist attack occur- 
ring with security planning and mitigation.” 

Even with many details left out of the un- 
classified version, the report describes a har- 
rowing potential for disaster if a terror attack 
were to succeed in releasing millions of gal- 
lons of LNG from a double-hulled vessel that 
typically carries more than 113.56 million 
liters of the frosty liquid fuel. 

The Sandia scientists identified “several 
credible" terror scenarios that the report said 
would result in at least one—possibly as 
many as three—of a tankers five cargo tanks 
being breached. That would ignite a pool of 
fire to spread several hundred meters in all di- 
rections, the report said. 

While "the most significant impacts to pub- 
lic health" and the most severe destruction of 
buildings would be within a 500.5-meter ra- 
dius of the fire, heat that could burn the skin 
and damage houses could extend to nearly a 
1.6-km away. 

‘The government study also confirmed the 
possibility raised earlier this year by some scien- 
tists that a breach of a cargo tank could cause a 
cascading of structural breakdowns in adjacent 
tanks and result ina larger release of LNG anda 
more intense and longer-lasting fire. Such a cas- 
cading event "cannot be ruled out especially for 
large spills,” said the report. АР 
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Long goodbye 


HE PATH to the North Cemetery will be long. In the 
| fresh, cold, crisp air, the legions will walk. Fernando 
Poe Jt's coffin, on a caisson, will be pulled by hors- 
es, but his fans, friends and family will walk. Recent days 
have been filled with statements from his widow Susan 
Roces and brother Conrad Poe, appealing to the people to 
escort Poe to his final resting place with dignity, respect 
and, above all, peacefulness. 
EDITORIAL We are sure that Filipinos from all 
walks of life and from all sides of the 
political fence will try to live up to that call. Beyond 
considerations of public order, there is the simple but 
profound consideration of giving to the dead what all 
the dead, rich or poor, famous or unknown, deserve: а 
final farewell that celebrates all that was beloved in a 
person. 

The people that Poe loved—and who loved him 
back—proved in the past days, that they could pay him 
tribute without disgracing his memory. There were, to 
be sure, a few hotheads, and there was a minor stam- 
pede. But they were isolated incidents in a wake that 
was marked by the innate politeness and self-control of 
the Filipino. 

Because Poe's funeral is a public occasion, it calls for 
public comment. The funeral itself will be grand without, 
as Conrad Poe himself said, being “grandioso” or 
grandiose. There will be pomp, but it will not be the pomp 
of the state. Instead, it will be the ritual of religion, and 
the ceremonial called for by Poe’s way of life. There will 
be horses, which he loved, followed by the family he 
loved, surrounded by the people who love him, down the 
streets of a city he called his working home, to the ceme- 
tery where the tombs of his parents and brother await 
him. This is the Filipino way of death: full of symbols, rit- 
uals, meaning. 

‘This is the question that faces so many people, as they 
bid Poe a final, and long, farewell. How will they give 
meaning to this final scene in a life that loomed so large in 
their own lives? 

Whether attending the final, pre-dawn funeral Mass, or 
marching in the procession that may take up to six hours 
to wend its way from Santo Domingo Church to the North 
Cemetery, the wishes and example of Susan Roces must 
inspire Poe's fans. It is not only grief that must unite his 
fans and supporters, it must be the kind of self-control 
and discipline that has governed. his wife through her 
days of public and private grief. 

If much is expected—and asked—of Poe's loyal fans, 
the same, and even more, is asked of the police, the media 
and the officials of a government those fans and support- 
ers resent and may even hate. Not everyone can be ex- 
pected, in what will be a long and tiring funeral, to main- 
tain his composure and self-control. The lines will be 
long. The crowds will ebb and flow. As crowds tend to be, 
this will have their own mind, even logic. The many will 
be at the mercy of a few, and it is how those few are treat- 
ed—the hotheads, the shovers, the pushers, those tem- 
porarily blinded by passion and grief—that will dictate 
how the many will respond. 

The Poe family has given every assurance that if it were 
up to them, the funeral would be emotional, but orderly. 
Unfortunately, their expectations and appeals can only go 
so far. They can only achieve so much. By their words and 
deeds, the public has every confidence that during the 
long farewell, their wishes will remain uppermost in the 
public’s mind. 

But after he is buried and the widow has gone home, 
and the pomp is done, there will still be the restless and 
grieving fans, the anxious and depressed supporters, of 
‘whom some people will want to take advantage. What 
Poe never wanted to do in life, some may try to do be- 
cause of his death. The country and Poe’s memory do not 
deserve such opportunism. Not now. Not ever. They can- 
not keep quiet in the face of a widow's express desire for 
peace, and then, when she has turned her back, turn her 
husband’s supporters to thoughts of violence. 

As the country takes to heart Susan Roces’ appeals for 
peace and dignity at her husband’s funeral, so must we 
make an appeal to her. Even after her husband is taken to 
his last resting place, may she not let politics turn a long 
goodbye into a farewell to the public peace and harmony 
she and her husband deeply desire. 
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Good night, sweet prince, (princess), 
May flights of angels sing thee to thy rest. 
—Hamlet by Shakespeare 


AT SUNRISE today will begin rhe funeral 
march that will take Fernando Poe Jr. to his fi- 
mal resting place at the North Cemetery. By co- 
incidence, the funeral for Ma. Kristina Casimi- 
та or “KC,” beloved 16-year-old daughter of 
Speaker Jose and Gina de Venecia, will also 
take place alittle later this morning 

High-ranking administration officials, the 
elite, will attend KC's funeral but the more nu- 
merous masa will be at the last rites for FPJ. Two 
persons, both beloved by their families and 
friends, struck down by tragedies the reasons for 
which only God can explain. A man and a young 
‘woman, belonging to feuding factions, called by 
God at the same time, a coincidence that re- 
minds us of another Shakespearean tragedy. 

Many people are skittish about the FPJ funer- 
al. Although his family wants it to be solemn 
and dignified, and wishes that it not be used by 
anybody for politics, it could break out into vio- 
lence. The police has prepared for groups which 
want to destabilize che administration. And op- 
position leaders have appealed to their follow- 
ers not to use FPJ's funeral for political purpo: 
es. Atlast Monday's Kapihan sa Manila, opposi 
tion Senators Nene Pimentel Jr. and Alfredo Lim 
and former Rep. Mike Romero repeatedly called 
on FPJ's supporters to refrain from violence as 
he would not have wanted it that way. 

Not that FPJ's supporters are planning to do 
just that. Still violence can break out sponta- 
neously, without anybody planning it, if the 
police don't handle it right. The PNP has field- 
ed 1,400 policemen for any eventuality. The 
danger is that with thousands upon thousands 
of mourners jostling to get a last glimpse of 
their idol, there is bound to be some pushing 
and shoving and the police will certainly try to 
keep order. IF a policeman so much as pushes 
somebody back in line, it could provoke a 
crowd—already angry at the death of their 
hero, made worse by the impression that his 
death was caused by his depression at being 
cheated in the elections, and whose patience is 


FINALLY got to attend Fernando Poe Jr's wake 
last Sunday. Though I had seen and heard the 
sights and sounds in Sto. Domingo Church on TY 
almost till they were coming out of my eyes and 
ears, was not prepared for what I beheld. 

‘The line of people queuing to pay their last 
respects to FPJ stretched from the gate of Sto. 
Domingo to several blocks away. I know that 
because I passed them down Quezon Avenue 
while looking for a place to park. Finding the 
task impossible, 1 turned around and headed 
back to my daughter's place in Roxas District. 1 
left my car there and took a jeepney instead. I 
was glad I did. It didn't just make the journey 
to Sto. Domingo faster, it made the journey 
from one world to another possible. 

It was certainly a different world from the 
one that surrounded Ninoy Aquino's wake. 
Both drew a huge crowd spontaneously, one 

to come from nowhere and was 
ible. But the smells were different. 

Ninoys wake resonated with grief and 
anger, the anger rising above the grief, which, 
almost unbidden, conjured the words, “Тата 
па, sobra na, palitan na!” FPJ's wake resonated 
as well with grief and anger, but with the grief 
rising above the anger, the crowd that gath- 
егей yoked together by a shared pain, an inde- 
scribable loss. No small thanks to Susan Roces, 
who demanded by personal example to rein in 
the political element. Maybe the explosion 
would come, but not from this. Not if the ag- 
grieved widow could help it. 

The physical smells were certainly worlds 
apart The crowd that filed past Ninoy smelled 
of money and privilege, starch and cologne. 
‘The crowd that filed past FPJ smelled of earth 
and sandals, tenuous lives and fragile dreams. 
It was the rich and powerful with a sprinkling 
ofthe masa that turned out to grieve for Ninoy 
and curse the hand that dealt him a cruel blow. 
Ir was the poor and downtrodden with a sprin- 
kling of the rich and powerful that turned out 
to grieve for FPJ and curse the hand that dealt 
him a cruel blow. 

The crowd last Sunday waited patiently in 
line, those who had reached the church 
grounds getting balm for their pains with an 
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worn thin by the long walk under the hot sun 
from the Sto. Domingo Church and by the 
crush of people—to retaliate. 

‘The first impulse of the police is to push a 
crowd back and, when it becomes unruly, to 
hose it with water cannons or use tear gas. If 
that happens, all hell can break loose. Once a ri 
cot stars, it is hard to control. Hotheads can pro- 
voke the crowd, and groups can rampage and 
even tryto storm Malacafiang as they tried to do 
during Erap's presidency. 

Soit would be well for policemen not to lose 
their tempers. Keep cool, don't be provoked, 
use maximum tolerance. And FPJ's supporters 
should warch out for provocateurs in their 
ranks. 

In his movies, FPJ played many characters 
with different names and different back- 
grounds, but they were all basically the same 
peaceful men. They reacted only toward the 
end to right a wrong and when they were 
pushed back against the wall by the villains. 
FPJ was such a peaceful man in real life. Don't 
sully his memory by fomenting violence on his 
last day on earth 

The talk now is what will happen to FPJ's 
electoral protest now that he is dead. There 
are two schools of thought. Pimentel told the 
Kapihan that he believes it died with FPJ. But 
Lim and Romero said the protest can, and 
should be, pushed to its logical conclusion. 
‘The people want to know who really won the 
election, Romero said, And it was the people 
who were cheated, not FPJ alone, Lim added. 
‘They were cheated out of their president. 

As for its legality, some lawyers say there 
isa precedent. A losing mayoralty candidate 
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old FPJ movie that played out from a telon that 
had been unfurled there. Maybe there were 
some diehard fans who had sought to escape 
life for a while by catching a glimpse of Da King 
as he lay lifeless inside the church. But they 
were the exception, not the rule. This was not a 
gaggle of giggly geese greeting tragedy with 
curiosity and laughter. These were folk that 
had to wake up the next day to drive the jeep- 
ney and ball the jack, spin the factory machines 
and pound the pavement to sell chicharon, and 
care for the babies while doing the laundry for 
themselves and others. These were people who 
һай better things to do but who found nothing 
better that night than to say thank you to a 
man who had enriched their lives, defined the 
terms of their existence, and taught them to 
dream even as his own was snatched from him 
by a pickpocket who was not from Quiapo. 

These were drivers and mechanics and 
clerks and dishwashers and waiters and stu- 
dents and public school teachers and house- 
keepers. These were ordinary folk. These were 
Filipinos. 

T remembered again Susan Roces Ыпепу 
noting the irony of Molacafiang offering to 
bury FPJ in the Libingan ng mga Bayani after 
making him out to be a non-Filipino. True, 
there could be no richer irony. I protested it 
early this year, provoking some of my friends 
to ask why 1 was defending FPJ when I balked 
at the thought of him becoming the president 
of this country. The answer was simple: it was 
injustice in the extreme. 1 might not have 
‘wanted him to become president, but did not 
want him not to become president that way, 
Not allis fair in love and war. 

If there was anyone who could justifiably 


and his teammate had filed an election 
protest against the winners. The protesting 
candidate died before the case was finished. 
Can his vice mayoralty candidate continue 
with the protest and take over the mayor's 
seat? Yes, said the Supreme Court, provided 
both of them won in the recount. 

That is exactly the situation with FPJ and 
his vice-presidential team mate, Loren 
Legarda, FPJ is dead but Legarda can con- 
tinue with the poll protest, If the recount 
shows that both FPJ and Legarda had won, 
the latter will become president. 

But what if FPJ wins but not Legarda? In 
that case, Vice President Noli de Castro takes 
over as president. 

Pimentel texted me as this column was be- 
ing written to say that the sentiment in the op- 
position camp is to continue with the protest. 
‘The problem is now financial, he said. 

Myther Bunag is reminding members of the 
Thursday Club that its Christmas party will be 
held tomorrow. 

‘Meanwhile, there will be no Kapihan sa 
Manila on Dec. 27, 2004 and Jan. 3, 2005. The 
first Kapihan of 2005 will be on Jan. 10. 

‘The Карїһап sa Manila's 20th anniversary 
show starring Willie Nepomuceno and his 
troupe will be held in February 2005. Tickets 
for the hilarious show at ће Manila Hotel's Fi- 
esta Pavilion will be on sale soon. 

Today's jokes: 

Vice President Noli de Castro is praying: 
“Dear Lord, ang dasal ko po sa inyo ay kunin 
nyo na ang nanalong presidente. Bakit si FPJ 
ang kinuha nyo? Bakit Lord, sino ba talaga 
ang nanalo?" 

A friend sees Sen. Ping Lacson banging 
his head against the wall. 

“Bakit? Whatis he doing?" the friend asks 
Lacson’s aide who is standing by. 

“He has been like that since FPJ died,” 
replies the aide. “If he had accepted the of- 
fer to be FPJ's running mate, he would be 
president now." 


claim to be the Filipino Everyman, it was FPJ. 
Mang Pandoy just happened to be poor and hun- 
gni whieh is what physically the Filipino Every 
тап is, FPJ gave a face to the Filipino Everyman. 
For good ог ill, he defined through the heroic 
roles he played the qualities Filipinos--though 
for the most part, male Filipinos—have aspired 
for: quiemess, Humility, physical and moral 
strength. 

‘Arguably, legal technicalities do play а part 
in the determination of a person's citizenship. 
But in this country particularly, where law is 
often used to justify iniquity, they are not the 
most important thing of all. In any case, the le- 
gal technicalities against ЕР] were merely 
manufactured. But even if they weren't so, en- 
forcing them would have meant blotting out 
from all memory the last half-century of popu- 
Jarculture in this country. 

The great unwashed did not go to FPJ's 
wake to mourn a movie star, they did so to 
mourn someone who had walked by their side 
in the journey of life, much as he had done in 
his movies. They came to mourn a kuya, а con- 
stant companion, a good man, They came to 
mourn someone who had lived as unobtrusive- 
ly heroically in life as he had done in the 
movies: someone who helped others without 
drawing attention to himself, someone who 
got way up the road but who never forgot 
‘where he started, someone who never tried to 
pass himself off as something he was nor. They 
came to mourn Panday, one who helped to 
build hope in their lives and kept it standing 
amid the lashing winds. 

They came to mour 
what it meant to be Fil 

My deepest thanks to the musicians and 
graphic artists and production people who 
made our benefit for the storm victims last 
Monday a huge success, It will take a whole 
column to write about them. My deepest 
thanks as well to those who went there and 
supported the cause, Your reward is the Joy, oF 
sigh of relief, you will give others this Christ- 
mas, May the world be as generous to you in 
yourhour of need, ` 
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ORGANIZERS of the funeral of Fernando Poe Jr. 
have not left any stone шиштей to make it the 
biggest in the political history of this country. 
They aim to surpass the estimated two million- 
strong who marched behind the cortege of former 
Sen. Benigno Aquino after it left Sto. Domingo 
‘Church in-his last journey to the cemetery. More 
than that, they have endowed the funeral with 
the pageantry associated with royal pomp and 
heraldry, including a caisson drawn by white 
horses, evoking images of a Buckingham Palace 
funeral for a fallen monarch, or of war heroes be- 
ing buried at Arlington Cemetery. 

From all indications, they will succeed in 
mounting a more massive funeral march than 
that of Aquino and staging a show that will likely 
draw the largest box office than all the films of 
Poe. All the countless admirers of Poe, whether 
they are his movie fans or his political supporters, 
are entitled to this lavish display of pomp and cir- 
cumstance in contravention of his express wish 
that his funeral besimple, consistent with his own 
uncomplicated and straightforward life, which 
was dedicated to the depiction of the toils of the 

ino underdog against injustice, oppression, 


‘Thus, the last wish of Poe is unlikely to be ful- 
filled by the pageantry that has been prepared for 
today's funeral, a ceremony that seeks to build a 
legend and а myth of Poe that attributes to him 
qualities he, in fairness to him, never claimed he 
possessed. His fans and idolatrous political sup- 
porters call him "Da King.” But from instant biogra- 
phies that have been crunched out following his 
death, the title is understood to refer to his movie 
roles, and now myth-builders have expanded the 
title to include his exploits in national polities. 

‘Those who invested with medieval pageantry in 
Poe's funeral are fabricating an artificial world and 
culture in which Filipinos have not lived. We have 
not known kings in our young history as a nation. 
All we have suffered under were petty datus and 


тү hosts have taken to counting down the number 
of days left before Chrismas, but actually their 
count is a day late. For most Filipinos, the "real" 
Chrismas celebration takes place two days from 
now, on the evening of December 24th, Christmas 
Eve, when most families gather for dinner and the 
exchange of gifts. The long and lively celebration is 
usually capped with a Midnight Mass, and then a 
+ shidnight repast. Can you blame us if we feel Christ- 
“inas Day comes as somewhat ofan anticlimax? 

By this time of the year, too, I'm sure most 
households would be caught up ina йазу of prepa- 
rations. Actually, 'm being kind, for "households" 
usually means the woman of the house, on whom 
responsibility for the emotional and social life of 
the family usually falls. Even if throughout my 
marriage I've tended to stray from the traditional 
boundaries of wilely and motherly work, meaning 
1 hardly cook and rely on house help for much of 
the household maintenance, Ive gladly taken on 
the usual womanly role when it comes to family 
celebrations. The role of family cheerleader and 
“keeper of traditions is one I enjoy and savor, but 
sometimes, and this time of the year isa prime ex- 
ample, itcan be more stress than it's worth. 

“These days find usin a particularly crazy state as 
we're jus putting the finishing touches on а home 
renovation project. It began, innocently enough, 
With a wish to convert the garage (which we had 
-been using as a storage room for junk) into my of- 
"fice (to free the hubby from having to sleep with 
the detritus of a busy journals’ life), then expand- 
ed into a plan to build our sonis bedroom above it. 
And then, as my sister-in-law and her husband, our 
contractors, explained it, his old room's walls 
would be knocked down so we could have a bigger 
entertainment area. As the weeks passed, we also 
“Began nursing dreams of establishing a pocket gar- 
Чеп їп our walkway, the better to increase what real 
estate agents call our house's “curb appeal.” 

‘As a result, what was envisioned as a month- 
long project is now nearing three months, with 
our original budget doubling and then tripling, 
our wish list and shopping list expanding and 
lengthening along with our fantasies of a "show- 
case" home. 


FOOLISHLY, 1 also volunteered to host our 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — A 


Crowd 


Amando 
Doronila 


tribal chieftains, notorious for their intemecine 
warfare until the 1896 Philippine Revolution, the 
landmark of our tumn toward nationhood. And even 
during the Revolution, the Filipino notables who 
captured local political offices did not lose their ap- 
petite for political assassinations—for example, 
that of Andres Bonifacio in Maragondon, Cavite. 

Опе of the more extravagant claims that have 
sprung from the mourning for Poe is that the 
mammoth turnout during his wake is testimony 
to his having become a symbol of national uni- 

and as а unifying magnet, something he 
failed to do when he was alive. While giving Poe 
the dignity he deserves, it is critically important 
to dismiss this nonsense about his being an agent 
of national unity before it hardens into a perni- 
cious myth that attributes many extraordinary 
qualities he did not possess. 

No doubt, opposition politicians will march in 
the funeral with arms locked with their fellow 
politicians" from the opposite side, but to make 
‘out of this scene a symbol of unification is claim- 
ing too much. During the last election campaign, 
the opposition was a picture of disunity and dis- 
array and up until the last days of the campaign, 
the Poe faction of the opposition was at logger- 
heads with the faction to which Sen. Panfilo Lac- 
son and Makati Rep. Butz Aquino are identified. 
The opposition, post-Poe, is not any more united 
and cohesive than they were before his untimely 
death. Indeed, during the campaign, Poe was 
never a leader of the opposition. He was used asa 
front-man who was believed to have the best 
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clan's Christmas Eve dinner and program. 1 
admit I was seized by a desire to show off my 
home's "new" look. But this also means that 
for the last few days our home has been 
caught in a whirlwind of cleaning, dusting 
and hauling out all sorts of household junk. 
It's incredible the amount of stuff a couple 
and family accumulates over the course of 26 
years! 

Digging through a seemingly unending pile 
of books, to be divided into “to keep” and “to 
give away" I wondered out loud if I ever had 
the time to read all of them and why on earth I 
had bought and collected so many! Distress- 
ingly, the black garbage bags of books “to 
keep” seem to outnumber the bags “to give 
away.” There goes the hubby's fantasies of a 
minimalist lifestyle! 

Still, the craziness will come to an end on 
Friday evening when, I hope, our home will for 
the moment be clear of dust and dirt, the 
floors waxed, the furniture polished. Then 
these frantic preparations would have been all 
worth it, as our extended family gathers to re- 
live a tradition that has sustained us through. 
the years. I just have to make sure no one 

еек into our planned “music room” and es- 
les the garbage bags with contents still wait 
ing to be sortedt 


HERES an early Christmas gift for you (and mel) 
that I downloaded from our pagbabago e-group. 
See how much sense these wacky definitions 
make, based on the very Pinoy tendency to make 
fun of our twisted pronunciations of English 
words. A few laughs to see you through these 
frantic last-minute preparations for the Christ 
mas bash... 
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chance of defeating the administration's presi- 
dential candidate, because of his charisma de- 
rived from his movie roles. 

If there is anything to be said at all about the 
massive outpouring for Poe, itis that the masses 
are mourning his passing and are showing it for a 
number of reasons, depending on how it affects 
their lives. The most erroneous reason is that the 
‘outpouring is an expression of protest over the re- 
sults of a controversial and flawed election. It is 
therefore unrealistic to fan political unrest based 
on the assumption and the allegations that the 
election was stolen from Poe. Using the 
widespread public sympathy for Poe to foment 
unrest has as much foundation as staging a coup 
based on grievances of junior military officers dis- 
gruntled over corruption in the military concern- 
ing procurement of military supplies. 

"The turnout for Poe's wake prompts compari- 
son with that for Aquino. It may well be true that 
more people will march for Poe's funeral than 
Aquino's. The latter's funeral was driven by out- 
rage over his martyrdom. It was this outrage that. 
sparked the long fuse of unrest that exploded in 
1986 after smoldering for three years following 
his assassination in 1983. 

Suppose more than two million people join Poe's 
funeral today (and thats entirely probable), what 
does that number mean? Does it represent deep- 
seated or widespread outrage? Does that mass rep- 
resent a river of deep-seated grievances that can be 
tapped to generate political movements to launch 
another people power? The dynamics behind the 
‘Aquino martyrdom and funeral are different from 
those driving the funeral for Poe. Poe was not a 
martyr for a compelling political cause. 

Organizers of Poe's funeral are staging a vast 
theater in the streets, a spectacle calculated to en- 


tertain the grieving multitudes and to redirect * 


their grief toward another world of make-believe 
and pageantry and artificial characters Poe creat- 
ed in his movie roles. 


“The pinoy does it again! 
Contemplate---Kulang ang mga pinggan 
Punctuation—Pera para maka-enrol 
Ice Buko--Nagtatanong kung ayos na ang 

buhok 
Tenacious--Sapatos na pang tennis 
Calculator—Tawagan kita mamaya 
Devastarion—Sakayan ng bus 
Protestant—Tindahan ng prutas 
Statue—lkaw ba yan? 

Tissue--Ikaw nga! 

Predicate—Pakawalan mo ang pusa 

Dedicated—Pinatay ang pusa 

Aspect Pantusok o pandurog ng yelo 

Deduct—Ang pato 

Defeat—Ang paa (ng pato?) 

Detail—Ang buntot (ng pato?) 

Deposit--Gripo (Call DIPLOMA if DEPOSIT is 
leaking) 

‘City—Bago mag-utso; A number to follow 6 

Cattle—Doon nakatila ang Hali at Leyna 

Persuading—Unang Kasal 

Depress--Ang nagkasal sa PERSUADING 

Defense—Ginamit ng mga pangsulat sa kon- 
trata sa PERSUADING 

Itdepends—Kainin mo ang bakod 

‘Shampoo—Bago mag labing-isha (11) 

Delusion—Maluwang (kapag maluwang ang 
damit, ch DELUSION) 

Delivery—Walang bayad. Kapag working 
lunch, eh DELIVERY na ang tanghalian 

Profit—Patunayan mo 

Backlog—Bacon saka egg 

Beehive--Magpakatino ka 

CD-ROM--Tingnan mo ang kwarto 

Debug--Angipis 

Defrag--Ang palaka 

Defense—Ang bakod 

Defer—Ang balahibo 

Deflate—Ang plato 

Detest—Ang eksamin 

Devalue—Yon ang susunod sa lerrang V 

Devote—Ang boto 

“Dilemma—Brownout! a! 

Effort— Dun nagla-land ang efflane 

Forums—Apat na kwarto 

July—Nagsinungaling ka ba? 

Thesis—ttoay...” 


Noche buena’ in the 1920s 


‘A FEW weeks back, readers (especially expat Fil- 
ipinos for whom Christmas can be most lonely) 
wrote and e-mailed to thank me for the mouth- 
watering remembrance of duman and the Christ- 
mas table in my favorite aunt's house in San Fer- 
mando groaning with all the gastronomic Kapam- 
pangan delights that make the food in this region 
rivaled but unsurpassed. My conscious apprecia- 
tion for the food of my paternal relatives resulted 
from my association with the late E. Aguilar Cruz 
(whose portrait now hangs beside that of his wife 
on the ground floor of the original Café Adriatico 
їп Malate). Long before Doreen Fernandez be- 
came the doyenne of food writing in the Philip- 
pines, it was "Abe" Cruz who was often inter- 
Viewed on things gastronomic. He shared his own 
memories of noche buena in the 1920s with Ching 
Alano as follows: 

"The noche buena... was a comparatively light 
sneal...For а slightly above average family, stan- 
Hard noche buena fare was a heartwarming affair 
with fideos [translated by the interviewer as “ver- 
Miceli” though it actually is the thick and round 
macaroni-type noodles found in soup], or in its 
absence there usually was nilagang manok. The 
main dish was rellenong manok...They called it 
the main dish because it was at the center of the 
table, because it was stuffed. It was rare that they 
had stuffed turkey because, in the first place, 

, was hard to find turkey [from my own experience 
"T would presume that turkey was not the fowl of 
choice because it was bland, somewhat like hav- 
ing a supersize piece of white meat when most 
Filipinos will throw cholesterol caution out the 
window and opt for dark meat] and it was hard to 
bake. So they settled for rellenong manok. 

“To tell you frankly, I don’t remember our taking 
fish [during noche buena]. In those days bread was 
areal treat which usually came before the rice... be- 
sides the rice menu there was a tinapay menu. The 

„popular bread then was the Pan Americano. 


@ 


Back 


Ambeth R. 
Ocampo 


[Other things on the Chrisumas table were:] jamon 
de funda from Australia, a must for native bour- 
geois Christmas, and so-called because it was 
‘wrapped in cloth that made it look like a pillow 
case, queso de bola or edam cheese, chestnuts, ap- 
ples, and grapes...so you see it was more modest 
than what we see in magazines and on TV today” 

Cruz's list of dessert started with his all-time 
favorite kalamay ube, followed by the usual: 
malagkit, suman and leche flan, not necessarily in 
that order. : 

When Finteiviewed him, nursery rhymes from 
his childhood came flooding back from memory. 
Aside from food, it was from Cruz that | rediscov- 
ered the language of my father, which 1 was dis- 
couraged from using by my Tagalog mother who 
feared it would give me the infamous Kafamfan- 
gan accent as well as future pronunciation prob- 
lems with my Ге, p's and es. 

While talking of food as my heritage, Cruz 
started to recite: "Isa афа bibingka/ айи kapat 
patupar/ lima anam зитап/ pitu walu bobotu/ 
siyam apulo ginilo." You don't have to be Kapam- 
pangan to guess that this is a counting rhyme that 
ends with various types of food: bibingka is the 
rice-cake served with grated coconut meat (niyog) 
ог some syrup or sugar, suman is the delicacy 
made from glutinous or sticky rice wrapped in di 
ferent types of leaves (usually coconut) rolled or 
folded to form various shapes and sizes; patupat is 
‘a suman variety served with sugar or latik, that is a 
sweet preparation made of cooked and sweetened 


coconut milk; boboto is better known in other ar- 
eas as tamales; and ginilo is coconut milk served 
cold with gulaman, the closest one can get to the 
refreshing Spanish drink horchata. 

All the foods above remembered by Abe Cruz 
are justabout the same things remember from my 
childhood and which will be remembered by my 
nephews and nieces who go to lunch in Sen Rer- 
mando, Pampanga, once а month (when ] was 
growing up this was every Sunday plus long vaca- 
tions in the summer) and pine for the simple un- 
complicated food that only my aunt's cook seems 
capable of dishing out. Unlike older, more affluent 
families who had special cooks hired for special 
meals or dishes, the only thing that seemed out of 
the ordinary for me was the buco sherbet that was 
not bought off a supermarket shelf but scooped out 
of a large wooden garapinera filled with salt and 
ice. Inever gor around to studying the contraption 
because I was distracted by this sweer crystallized 
and fine buco juice frozen to perfection. 

Interviews with those who had a “dulce cook” or 
someone who specialized in sweets are something 
worth exploring again. I heard of a certain “Apung 
Pedro” of Bacolor whose pièce de résistance in an 
assortment of sweets was a concoction made from 
eggs which he steamed and shaped in a round 
llanera. When it was cooked and solid, he placed it 
ona tray and sliced it to form a flower, which was 
said to look like а dahlia with each petal garnished 
with cherries and poured over with a secret recipe 
syrup. When this beautiful edible flower had ab- 
sorbed the sauce, it was ready to еш. Unfortunate- 
1y, my informant had no name for it and only re- 
membered that it was good. 

Some day I may yet embark on a new line of re- 
search, do my mother's dream book on Filipino 
kakanin from north to south, and thus preserve 
part of our gastronomic heritage. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.ed. 
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Child safety 
and the holidays 


CHILDREN are the ones who most enjoy Christmas and New 

Year celebrations, but the recent tragedy that struck the De 

Venecia family reminds us, too, how the holiday celebrations 

actually ри our children at great rk of injury and even 
lath. 

"The toll of young lives is bound to continue to increase 
over the next few days, so | thought of compiling, based on 
the problems we've 
һай in previous 
years, a few safety 
reminders to help 
prevent some of 
these tragedies. 

hess { 

ismas lights у : 
haw been gening Michael 1, Tan ( exi 
dispar ead qe Аа 
because of imports from China. Is amazing how cheap these 
lights have become. The last two years, I've been buying 
some of my lights from Divisoria but have noticed that the 
‘wires are really much too thin and that many conk out afera 
few days. The De Venecia fire has convinced me there's too 
much risk with these cheap lights, but mind you, some of the 
тоге expensive sets I got from the upmarket outlets weren't 
that durable either, making me wonder if our Department of 
‘Trade and Industry sets standards for the importation of 
these products. 

‘Also watch out with those Christmas lanterns, especially 
those made of paper Still Г check the wiring and bulb sock- 
ets of capiz lantern 

Follow the advice being given by government agencies 
about getting lights with parallel connections, and about not 
overloading the lights. One hardware clerk gave me this ad- 
ditional safety tip: fes better to get lights that blink, rather 
than those that stay on constantly. Obviously іе the latter 
that heat up and burn out all too quickly. 

Government warnings have concentrated on the lights, 
but Pd also be careful about another source of fires: substan- 
dard extension plugs and cords. About two years ago, 1 
bought an extension cord from China and it went up in 
smoke, literally, within a week. Fortunately, the computer 
equipment plugged into the extension remained intact. 

Christmas trees 

The lights become extra hazardous when they're on 
Christmas trees, especially artificial ones, A short-circuit in 
the wiring can send out sparks and start a conflagration. ies 
best then to tum off the light whether on Christmas trees 
ог not—before the household goes to bed, or when they're 
unattended. 

if there are very young children at home, I'd be even more 
cautious and avoid putting lights on the trees or any place 
‘within reach of the kids. was carrying a five-month-old ba- 
by the other day, while sitting next to a Christmas tree, when 
the tree came crashing down. knew she was attracted to the 
lights the minute we walked into the room, and as we drew 
closer to the tree, she became even more fascinated because 
ofthe ornaments, As babies go, ll it ook was a split-second, 
опе unguarded moment, as spoke to friends, for her to pull 
оп one of the branches, Fortunately, was carrying her so all 
she had was abad fright. + 

Tes not just the lights then that we need to watch out for 
but also the ornaments and the tree itself. The artificial ones 
made out of plastic or aluminum are very light and are easily 
knocked over, so its best to reinforce the base. ^ 

No safe firecracker 

Besides the lights and trees, we should be extra careful 
with firecrackers. In many parts of Metro Manila, kids are al- 
ready roaming the streets senting off firecrackers. The health 
Secretary came out a few days ago to warn about firecrack- 
ers, but the mass media have been slow to pick up those advi- 
sories 

T just feel there is no firecracker safe enough for use with 
children around. Even sparklers, for example, can cause mi- 
mor bums and as you move into the larger and more power- 
ful firecrackers, you run additional risks, from fingers being 
blown off to firecracker shrapnel fying into the air and hit- 
ting someone. 

Each-year television channels provide us with gory and 
bloody scenes of firecracker injuries being treated in hospi- 
tals but many people are also unaware of the invisible effects 
ofthese firecrackers: the sulfur in these firecrackers pollutes 
the air for hours and can be very problematic for kids (and 
adults) with chronic respiratory problems—asthma, for ex- 
ample 

We also don't getto see the effects of a particularly deadly 
firecracker which has been banned, but which continues to 
be sold: watusi, chose tiny pelletsized firecrackers which 
you step on to activate. Unused pellets left on the ground can 
be picked up by infants, very young children and lees not for- 
get our pets, and in previous years we ve had deaths from in- 
gesting tem. 


рете. 


Holiday-licious food and gifts 

Generally, the holiday season means higher risks of chil- 
dren ingesting small items besides the watusi. Just the other 
day, Iwas ina relative's home, watching young toddlers play 
оп the floor. Fortunately, one of the mothers noticed tiny 
white beads strewn on the floor. She quickly picked them up 
and traced where they were coming from. It turned out one- 
of the little girls was wearing a “pearl” necklace with a bro- 
ken strand. 

Young children might mistake these tiny objects for candy 
and swallow them. In other cases, children, especially ba- 
bies, are just plain curious and will put anything in their 
mouth. Many toys sold locally have inadequate wamings 
about small parts which can be wrenched off, or which drop 
off, and might end up being swallowed. 

Та also be careful about food. Older people tend to be 
more conscious now about cholesterol and fat in their holi- 
day food, and then forget that we need to watch what the 
kids are eating. Food with peanuts, even those cooked in 
peanut oil, should not be given to infants because they may 
have a peanut allergy. With older children, I'd also watch out 
for nuts in general and other food items that can get stuck in 
the throat. In Taiwan, there are warnings about those gelatin 
cups which you "pop" into the mouth. Even if they're soft, 
they can still end up being lodged in a child's throat. 

if you're trying to instill good eating habits in your chil- 
dren, remember all those parties will be full of temptations 
as well—soft drinks, sweets and various snack items espe- 
cially. As to teenage children, don't forget to warn them 
about alcohol. Ies a challenge to parents to keep kids off the 
junk and find ways to provide foods that are, in the words of 
my partner, holiday-licious but healthy. 

‘And Bantay, too 

Oops, one of my dogs is staring at me, so allow me a 
postscript. The holidays will mean lots of chocolate, which 
you should never, never give to Bantay. Dogs lack a digestive 
enzyme to break down some of the substances in chocolate 

ihich are toxic to them, sometimes fatally. And while I'm at 

let me warn you, too, against giving dogs chicken bones, 
nuts and other stuff that might cause choking. 

Let's keep the holidays safe for all our loved ones, human 
and non-human. 
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‘Weakness for titles’ not solely Filipino trait 


IN HIS column titled “A weakness Kuya, ate, diko, ditse, manong, their mother country, Britain? It señora. The Indians have mahara- Second, to give people trust and 

for titles" (PDI, 12/4/04), former manang and aling are used toren- has kings and queens, princes and jah, maharani, mahatma, and confidence. When I'm in a dental 

Justice Isagani Cruz was at it der respect to the elder members princesses, dukes and duchesses, mogul. The French have monsieur or medical need, Га enter a clinic 

igain- -his derision ofthe Filipino, іп the family, community, and so- lords and ladies, barons and and mademoiselle. They are not run by one who is aD.D.M. or an. some occupations are not adver- 
"One of the character flaws of ciety; and this is not only a Fil- baronesses, baronets and knights, character flaws; they are virtues, M.D. and T'dury to find his college _tised, asin Tubero Aguas or Sastre 

the Filipino is his weakness for ti- ipino custom. Other nations also who are addressed as Your cultures and heritage. They are a diploma, graduation picture and Pantalones, because it's not usual- 

les; he said. "Everyone must practice it. Kuya, ate, diko and Majesty, Your Highness, Your Roy- form of decency. license inside his clinic because I ly practiced. And it's the privilege 

have a title or honorific to distin- ditse are even copied from the Chi- al Highness, Your Grace, My Lord, Professional titles are used for don't want anyone to just dissect of only the very exceptional peo- 

guish himself from others.” And nese. Manong and manang are My Lady, Sir, or Dame. Just be- various reasons. One, to advertise my teeth, gums and body Third, ple, like Panday Pira and Pilosopo 

he cited such common titles as variations of the Spanish hermano cause the British have them and services so that people will know its done universally. No one can Tasio. 

kuya, ate, diko, dits, bunso, and hermana. we don't, it’s already a character whereto gowhen theyneed them. tell me that there is а nation —JONE.ROYECA, 

manong, manang and aling, and Just because the Americans flaw forthe British? If Т@ just been robbed, I'd run to whose professionals hide their Block 8Lot18, 

highsounding ones like Atty, En- don’t have them, its already a The Spaniardshavereyandrey- POI Atras Abante, not to Atty. hard-earned expertise. Kalayaan Village, 

gt, and Dr. flaw for us Filipinos? What about па, don and doña and señor and Apela, Dr. Saquitin, or Engr. Giba. Cruz should not wonder why 1800 Pasay City 


Life after the ‘Da King’ 


DA King is dead. Long live Da Many will soon forget him. "Sic. 
King! gloria transit mundi.” So passes 
This seems to be the feeling of glory (not Gloria) in this world. 
almost everyone grieving over the But for those whose lives he 
untimely death of Femando ое: touched, he will live in their 
He could have been, nay he hearts for along, long time. 
should have been the country’s His death should remind us to 
president. Whenhe lost” theelec- continue the help he extended to 
tion, nota few supporters thought countless others in his own silent 
that God had another plan for way, devoid of any publicity or 
him. But we expected it to unfold fanfare. 
during his lifetime. Life must go on, even as we con- 
Who could question God's infi- tinue searching for another hero 
nite wisdom in taking him away to save the nation. 
when his country still needs him? S3. ARCHIMEDES S. MARQUEZ, 
In his death FPJ may yet unify our 420 Gov. A. Pascual St, 
divided nation. San Jose, Navotas, MM 


Fading GMA billboard 


MANY years have gonebysincea bly because, unlike R-R, she has 
huge billboard was erected near started reclaiming the seashore of 
the end of the unfinished Mani- Bacoor. But that’s all—started. 
la-Cavite Coastal Road, an- Тһе last time 1, a Bacoor resi- 
nouncing to the whole world dent, saw Ms Arroyo's pre-election 
that President Fidel М Ramos promise, only about 200 meters of 
and Sen. Ramon Revilla Sr. the seashore had been filled with 
would soon finish this project gravel--the same condition it has 
started by President Ferdinand been since last summer when she 
Marcos. А few months after the vowed to finish what R-R had 
billboard was put up, a typhoon failed to do. 
smashed it down. With it van- Тһе way it looks, Cavitehos 
ished the Ramos-Revilla bally- may have to wait till “kingdom 
hoo, which was soon forgotten. соте“ before they—I mean, their 
Many, many months have gone great-grandchildren—will — see 
by since President Macapagal-Ar. and enjoy the finished Coastal 
Toyo erected her own giant bill- Road. 
board—almost on the same spot Meanwhile, Ms Arroyo's por- 
where the R-R commercial had trait on the billboard is fad- 
Stood—announeing the same old ing—and fading fast like her pop- 
promise: the completion of the шау. 
Manila-Cavite Coastal Road, T hope that we Cavitetios won't 
which would surely ease the horri- wake up one morning to find Ms 
ble traffic in Bacoor and Imus, Arroyo's billboard gone. 
Cavite. As yet, no typhoon has —MAXIMINO NOBLE Ш, 
struck down President Arroyo's 3/ Prudential Bank Bldg. 
advertisement, and this is proba- 2182 Chino Roces St, Makati Ci 


Pro-democracy award 
favors feudal aristocracy 


THE WASHINGTON-BASED Na- Nov. 16 Hacienda Luisita carnage, 
tional Democratic Institute (NDI) which was perpetrated in conspir- 
should recall the W. Averell Harri- acy with the Arroyo administra- 
man Democracy Award it gave to. tion, using police and military per- 
former Philippine President Cora- sonnel 

zon Aquino, unless itis its inten- — Ms Aquino and the Cojuangco 
tion to honor world leaders whose clan to which she belongs will on- 
hands are stained with the blood of ly use the pro-democracy award to 
victims of mass murders. The god change the public outrage against 
of history and justice will condemn their family over the Hacienda 
theNDlifitinsisisin giving her this Luisita massacre. 

pro-democracy award. The NDI Аз far as we are concerned, the 
‘would be committing one of its Cojuangeos’ feudal aristocracy 
biggest mistakes if it pursues hon- and their political flirtation with 
oring Ms Aquino. the Arroyo administration have 

It was during her presidency been exposed to the public. 

that the Mendiola Massacre, Lu- --GERRY ALBERT CORPUZ, 
pao Massacre and Paombong Mas- information officer, 
sacre happened. Ms Aquino can- Pamalakaya, 18-A Mabuhay 
nor escape responsibility for the Street, Central District, 0C 


IF you have any 
complaints, 

grievances or sug- 
gestions about the 
treatment of news 
and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may 
write to the Readers’ 
Advocate, Philippine 
Daily Inquires, Chi- 


ang pinakamagaling na sagot. Ang premyo inggo-hnggo: no Roces Avenue, 
À ) sang 21" colorTV at comer Yague and 


1ang inyong “fearless Wow? sa 2910. Poin namin 


MypeINOTV cang yong saga», осту pangatao. | | Mascardo. Streets, 
1 E <cyudad opronsyo», tapos равил га 2010. Coine: | | City of Makati or 
М WEDNESDAY.SPULWenervalbelsenteacieng | | send а fax to Nos, 
P Ё pram: Thursday, 10:00pm. on ABC. 8974703, 89 
TOMO is 4794, or email 
from December 13,2004 - January 21, 2005 E $ readersadvocate@ 
y only. dapat pa bang inquirercom.ph 
Writers of letters 
to the editor are re- 
quested to include 
2 their complete ad- 
"gnare cfslamas but илле for christ mass" dress and telephone 
Fortuno Baswa,'La Trinidad, Benguat or pager number or 
e-mail address for 
verification, purpos 
es. The Inquirer wil 
See flyers for complete details. ann) aa anng kapani mag ae not publish any let- 
? T leone focum eo mr naa ter unless such infor- 
Per BOH-BFAD No. 1453, Series of 2005. i Colin Tupaz, Tacioban City marion is supplied. 


magpasarap? 


оо, sanay na tayo sahirap nararapat lang na. 


INGBO: 


# What are your hopes and dreams for your 
i family this Christmas and the New Year? 


"Inquirer 
Pare 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2004 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER nu 


NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU cmalkpr provincial news@inquirer.com.ph удуде puna  MINOANAD BUREAU. 
Roam 201 Borusn Aparte 23 Aurora SL. 00 lay Ов nga 


ү КЕТ FEP Pring Cor. do. 
30 Happy GanLoop,GaguioGiy Legal ty a iiSEscabSL Союу Masa Road, Davao Ciy 
Toi No. (074)443-9255 Toal No. (052) 820-8402 At T Nos. 032) 258-0545/259-0048 ТЫ No. (082)244-1770 1071 
Fax No. (43-71 Fax No. (052) 820-1274 à E Fax No. (032) 232-9038 Fax No. (08212841771 
Emal: ma _aguloGiaquirercomph Emal: ia. icolinqukercom ph Emalking cabuG@ngakaccomph Emad: па, davaoinquteccom. ph 


Text us your feedback: Inquirer atn nameleiy/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smar)Assistant Editor Tony Bergo 


3 killed as bus plows through homes 


SORSOGON CITY—Three persons were killed while six Norman Doroja. Rabucarsal, as the bus started to Не was the owner of the first room. 
others were seriously injured after a bus plowed through They were rushed to the Saints make its way to the houses. house hitby the bus, “Ас first, I thought it was just a 
their houses shortly before midnight Monday. Peter and Paul Hospital by Gov  “Ifeltthe windshield crash and “I didn't feel good yesterday It dream or somebody with mighty 
Raul Lee himself, who was near the passengers were shouting seemed that it was so hot in my force just pushed me away. I gained 
Police investigators identified Police said the driver could theaccidentsiteatthattime. and we were in a dark place. It. place, so I decided to sleep with my consciousness in the hospital” 
the fatalities as Geraline Doctor, havefallenasleepcausingthebus None: of the bus passengers was so fast.” my in-laws, If my wife did not — Gina, whose daughter Edraline 
10, Edraline Doroja, 9, and Mario to swerve to the opposite lane was injured. He said that he knew before agree, maybe we could be one of died, also suffered from bruises, 
Adriatico, 40, all of Barangay and ram through two houses just. “1 сап vividly recall what hap- the accident that the driver was the fatalities.” broken bones and is paralyzed 
Cabid-an, this city. along the national highway. pened,” said Ramil Rabucarsal, 2 suffering from rheumatism. According to Gina Doroja, a from the hip. 
Al died on the spot. Investigators failed to get the passenger “He can’t even walk properly. fruit vendor in Sorsogon City and “I guess heaven had shed some 
Police said the Dus, with plate identity of the driver and two other Не said he noticed the driver But I knew he could still drive,” owner of the second house, they pity on us,” said Jason, son of Gi- 
number HVM 317, owned and be- bus crewmen asthey fled thescene. was sleepy and also saw а pedi- hesaid. were already sleeping together па who lives with his foster par- 
ing operated by St Christopher Bus Those injured were identified cabinfrontofthebusasitsped. Andy Barcena, 21, said it was with her children when the bus ents, 3 km away from their house. 
was traveling from Ormoc: as 6-month-old baby JR Шей, The bus hit the pedicab, killing an early Christmas gift for him just hammered their wall made of Bobby Labalan and Jerico 
City to Manila when the accident Jerryson Derit, 3, Alicia Duran, its driver instantly. and his pregnant wife that they light materials. Lagonoy, PDI Southern Luson 
happened at around 11:30 p.m. Noribel Doroja, Gina Doroja and 7 id were spared from the accident. It landed exactly in their bed- Bureau Gs vies 


Police seize — = = = , ; 
300 kg of bomb || ү, | Т; 22 Visayas villages 
ingredients ү о, sss get P6.6M from peace 


PAGADIAN CITY—Maritime po- ROM a AP h fe NPAS 
Teeter sezat severi tags ; pact with former : 
of ammonium nitrate aboard а 4 AT H 
ship from Jolo that docked here á RR acs $ By Romy G. Amarado JEMC is composed of two gep- 
early morning Tuesday. Я f D fos ў | PDI Visayas Bureau resentatives each from the gov- 
"The 12 bags of fertilizer, which | 3 Na GA HANG ernment and the rebels ап бле 
is also a main component in NL Жу, гҮ О DUMAGUETE CITY—Some 22 #тотїһерїудїезейогсһоведбу 
bomb-making, was misdeclared Ej ? n barangays in four provinces in the both parties. 5 
as dried fish. vi d CA TM д Б Л, АЛ | Visayas have received P6.6 million Veronica Tabara, RPMPF ехёги- 
‘The seizure came in the wake e 4: М ҮДТ | in livelihood assistance from the tive director, said the livelihood 
ofa heightened alert over reports government as partofthedevelop- projects were carried out only in 
of planned attacks by terrorists in ment projects mandated by the villages where rebels are present. 
Mindanao, peace agreement between the gov- Under the peace agreement, there 
Insp. Abner Santos, Maritime emment and breakaway rebels. аге 141 such barangays all over 
police chief, said based on the ‘The money, which was eleasedin е country mainly in the Visayas. 
registry of MV Nickel Princely, the $ three tranches beginning last March, Tabara, however, said while the 
cargo's shipper and consignee came from the Presidents Social livelihood component was now 
was a Mr. Albani. Fund, coursed through the National gradually being put in place, it 
He said Albani boarded the ў Апі Ромепу Commission (МАРС), was usta small part ofthe over-all 
ship from Jolo around 9:30 a.m. : "which is tasked with planning and development program provided 
‘on Dec 19. d: * implementing the development pro- by the peace agreement,“ 
Santos said the shipment, con- | BE i р aA св under the peace agreement. Tabara, the widow übdmuro 
sisting of 300 kilograms of am- 2 “The recipient barangays were lo- Tabara, rebel head who was 
monium nitrate, was to be trans- i E € Ч cated in the towns of Sta. Catalina, gunned down in Quezon City in 
ferred to ML Aida 7, a wooden- TUI : d à Negros Oriental; Cancioni, Cauayan, September, said the JEMC agreed 
hulled vessel bound for Cotabato E P E : Don Salvador Benedicto in Negros that the implementation обе 
City when Maritime police au- ў Occidental; Leon and San Joaquin іп peace process was “slow, uncoordi- 
thorities decided to hold and in- 1 Mec iilo and Ibajay in Aklan. таей and sometimes incontistgft.” 


spected it. 1 Е a The benefidary barangays ve... "Nothing has been delyerd in 
nd s 


He said they became suspi- 4 ч + ceived P300,000 each. It was фал. terms of infrastructure} айй 50. 
cious of the cargo because “from ў Z q 4 x meled through the Reform and cial services which will compose 
the looks of it, the contents are d т Peace Movement of the Philippines the bulk of the development pro- 
not dried fish.” b Foundation (RPMPF), a conduitor- jects," Tabara said. 
During inspection, Santos said ganization of the Rebolusyonar- Тһе committee, however, Said 
they found out that the contents Yong Partido ng Manggagawa/Rev- there were already major deyel- 
"were "granules," later found out olutionary Proletarian Ammy/Alex opment projects due for imple- 
tobe ammonium nitrate based on Boncayao Brigade appointed by the mentation starting next year. It 


фес. 
Bs sit. 


+ мәә 


the description of the bags that Joint Enforcement and Monitoring said some P29 million, from 
encased it inside the sacks. Committee (JEMC) to implement where the P6.6 million livelihood 
the livelihood component of the assistance was taken, had already 
Alert Dec. 6, 2000 peace agreement. been set aside for these projects. 
Sed said they dispatched an 
alert for the shipper but he was : A 
тшк GenSan flood victims 
ae chemical could be intend- E a 5 
ed for terrorists planning to bomb : : P 
fey is i Mindanao Sante à Ho == | to receive free houses 
said. EA = D 
Police and military authorities Eh Pd 
in Mindanao have been on 5 RS 55, ESPERA | GENERAL SANTOS CITY—The Those who joined in the "bayani- 
heightened alert following the 2 construction of a low-cost housing han” construction included cityem- 
Dec. 12 explosion that killed 15 | RURAL LULL 5 project for displaced flood vietims  ployees, representatives from the 
people and wounded several oth- ^ Ч " mx eter has started at the five-hectare relo- academe, civic and religious organi- 
теор a publi market in General | Mother and daughter keep each other company in Garchitorena, Camarines ‘Sur oneafthepoorest | cation sitearthe suburb of this ity, zations, non-government organiza- 
Santos бу. towns in the country, Residents of the town rely on fishing for their livelihood. Mayor Pedro Acharon Jr. told tions and peoples organizations, 
Lt. Gen. Alberto Braganza, pores that 60 housing uns in Aprl, the groundbreaking 
‘Southern Command chief, said the ^ ad already been completed dur- rites, blessing and the laying of a 
Abu Sayyaf was behind the attack. ing the six-day “Christmas Build.” time capsule was held in the pres- 
waves Burglars take off with P450,000 from bank "aga maamin 
Macapagal-Arroyo named Mayor the funds in acquiring the lorin prospective beneficiaries, regional 
Rodrigo Duterte as her antiterror- TAGBILARAN  CITY--Burglars atthe bank and noticed an open Supt. Sancho Bernales, Bohol Mabuhay Village, some 14 km Gawad Kalinga coordinator Rene 
ism czar, struck over the weekend, taking window at the back. police provincial director, said from the heart of the city. Rieta and government employees. 
On Sunday, Duterte said he P450,000 in cash from the First ‘The FCB Loon branch ison the the suspects gained entrance by  Acharon said as soon as the con- The beneficiaries were mostly 
still has to know what his actual Consolidated Bank (FCB) branch national highway in front of the cutting the iron grill at the rear struction is completed, the city gov- flood victims formerly residing in 
role would be but hinted he was in Loon town, about 28km north town plaza. portion of the bank's building. emment would award an initial 89 Calumpang and Labangal vil- 
willing to facilitate peace discus- of this city. Abank official who declined to Once inside, the burglars tore housing units to beneficiaries. lages here. They lost all their be- 
Ment АП armed groups п Astll unidentified janitor dis- be named confirmed the stolen open the bankes vault dodrs using The mayor personally led the longings when floods swept their 
Mindanao, including the Abu covered the burglary before 8 amountbased on initial estimates an acetylene torch. Chito volunteer workers in building the homeslastyear, Aquiles Zonio, 
Sayyaf that has links with inter. ат. on Monday when he arrived “conducted by an auditor. Fuentes, PDI Visayas Bureau PDI Mindanao Bureau 
national terrorist groups. 


"If the appoinment will result in Th е k ffi 
more suppor п ems of anang. AIMEVES LANSACK ONCE 
cop p шшс А 3 
‘would greatly help the maintenance 
Жалына шшш of Davao City councilor 
pecially Davao,” Davao City Coun- 
lor Diosdado Mahipus said. DAVAO CITY—The city might be determine why the suspects ap- 

‘Onthe fear that itwould tigger heavily secured with the deploy- peared to be so interested in his 
more terrorist attacks in Davao ment of more soldiers and police legislative records. 

City to challenge the mayors ca- personnel, but this did not deter — Police said the break-in might 
pacity to solve terrorism, Mahipus robbers from striking at the heart have occurred Sunday evening or 
said Duterte has to choose what is. of the city government. even earlier than that. 

more beneficial to the city. On Monday, Councilor Danilo Іс was the fourth incident of 

‘And because the city is facing Dayanghirang reported that his robbery this year inside the SP 
faceless enemy,” Mahipussaidit office was ransacked by still Building. 
would be berter to give Duterte unidentified suspects, "^ A few months ago, the offices 
the responsibility because “this Dayanghirang said the sus- of councilors Peter Lavina, Jimmy 
will allow him to tap resources pects took his “legislative Dureza and former councilor 
that willbe used in protecting the records" but did not take comput- Teresita Maranon were also bur- 
city andthe rest ofMindanao.” ^ ers inside his office, which is п glarized. 

Dutertehas been knowntotake the Sangguniang Panlungsod ^ The suspects, during the sep. 
an iron-fist policy toward crime in Building, near City Hall. rate incidents, stole computer 
the city and was reported tohave “1з good they did not bother parts and other valuable items, 
been behind a rash of executions to take the computets,"hesaid. "ат going to write Vice Mayor | HELP 
of crime suspects, particularly Dayanghirang said the sus- Luis Bonguyanonhowtoimprove ^ Sem Richard Gordon, chair of the Philippine National Red Cross, shows to Spanish Ambassador 
узе. [еу bal ы vie ы cd T cone the z= К = Bs bent Ignacio Sagaz the relief goods that the Red Cross is distributing to typhoon victims, The Spanish 

- ing x ing,” Dayonghi Anthony | ami ma if effort, 
da, PDI Mindanao Bureau EP RE y Spe ee LC el d dicus 
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ByDelfin Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern. Luson Bureau 


LUCENA —— CITY--Communist 
spokesperson Gregorio "Ka 
Корё” Rosal scored the govern- 
nenps unilateral ceasefire and 
ей it a “duplicitous publicity 
gimmick,” 
Rosal quoted reports that 
at 


NPA says gov 


forces of the 17th Infantry Battal- 
ion had been carrying out offen- 
sive military operations in Bag- 
gao, Cagayan since Monday. 

He also said soldiers belong- 
ing to the Sth Scout Rangers 
Regiment had been “penetrat- 
ing guerrilla zones,” resulting in 
an armed encounter last Dec. 
16. 

He added that since Monday, 
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soldiers of the 16th Infantry 
Battalion were carrying out of- 
fensive operations in Sta. Cruz, 
Mindoro Occidental. 

“These operations betray the 
Arroyo administration's doubles- 

eak with regard to its declara- 
tion of a unilateral ceasefire,” 
Rosal said in a statement re- 
leased by the Party Information 


He said they were still verify- 
ing reports of continuing mili- 
tary operations in other re- 
gions. 

"Such AFP offensives make it 
impossible anyway for ће peo- 
ple to peacefully observe Christ- 
mas and the New Year. It betrays 
the Arroyo administration's com- 
plete disregard for the people's 
traditions,” he said. 
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't ceasefire a sham Malaysian diplomat 


visits Cotabato fest 
with no bodyguards 


COTABATO CITY—Mialaysian con- 
sul general Ibrahim Ismael caught 
city officials by surprise when he 
and his wife came here from Davao 
City via public transport to grace 
the culmination of the Shariff 


Kabunsuan festival Saturday, 
Mayor Muslimin Sema said Con- 
sul General Ismael and his wife 
traveled to Cotabato City via a 
Weena Bus arriving at the hotel un- 
armed and with no police or mili- 
tary escorts. 
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= xp “They came over 
1 quietly unmindful of 


theirsecurity along the 
J| way" Sema said dur- 
J| ing the fluvial parade 
Я along Rio Grande de 
i Mindanao to com- 
B memorate the arrival 
| of Shariff Kabunsuan 
several centuries ago 
to spread Islam in 
mainland Mindanao. 

The Malaysian dip- 
lomat later urged all 
Muslims in the coun- 
чу to work for peace 
since Islam is peace. 

“Let this place and 
country be a peaceful 
‘one so that all of you, 
regardless of religion 
and color, will benefit 
from it,” he told 
guests and visitors of 
the annual festival 
held at the city wharf. 

Bai Sandra Sema, 
wife of Mayor Sema 
and chair ofthe week- 
long festival, said that 
what Consul Ismael 
did was an indication 
“our place is safe even 
1o foreigners." 

"He came minus 
Mercedez Benzes, mi- 
nus military and police 
escorts, minus a securi- 
ty (escort that a diplo- 
mat should have in vis- 
iting places of assign- 
ment," the mayor said. 

"I was told that he 
wasconvinced the city 
is safe so he came 
without much fanfare 
and without welcom- 
ing streamers,” Sema 
later told the Inguneen. 

The diplomat 
should have taken a 5 
am. bus пір from 
Davao City in time for 
the9 алп. program. 

But Ismael, Sema 
said, opted to take the 
late afternoon trip 
Friday and arrived in 
Cotabato City at past 
6pm. Edwin Fer- 
nandez, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 


No cuts 
made on 
Tacloban 
budget 


TACLOBAN — CITY— 
The Tadoban Су 
Council on Wednesday 
unanimously approved 
without change the 
446,967 million 2005 
budget submitted by 
Mayor Alfredo “Bejo 
Romualdez St 
Councilor Wilson 
Uy, chair of the coun- 
cis committee on fi- 
nance, said the 2005 
budget is higher by 5 
percent when com- 
pared to this years 
P435 million budget 
but they decided to 
approve it without 
any revision because. 
it was "within the ca- 
pacity and needs of 
the city government." 
In the 2005 bud- 
get, — maintenance 
and operating and 
other expenses got 
the lion's share of the 
amount of P164.47 
million, followed by 
personnel services at 
P157.93 million, 
The rest of the 
budget was allocated 
for capital outlay at 
P56.23 million and 
items classified as 
other requirements 
at P69.32 million. 
‘The city’s Internal 
Revenue Allotment 
(IRA) share local tax- 
es and other revenue- 
generating efforts 
were the main 
sources of the city’s 
2005 budget, Joey 
Gabieta, PDI Visayas 
Bureau 
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Brothers in arms, shovels dig for hope 


By Frank Cimatu 
Baguio City 


Dreamer” and his “Puso ng Negro,” and “K8 and 


Toes can now afford to joke about “Luis the 


His Extraordinary Nose” but two weeks ago, a 
group of Benguet miners was anxious men on a life- 


and-death mission. 


On Dec. 4, Reynaldo Flores, an 
engineer, was on his way to 
Baguio City from his work at the 
Lepanto Consolidated Mining Co. 
in Mankayan, Benguet, when he 
gota call from the LCMC main of- 
fice asking him to lead a rescue 
team in Real, Quezon. 

‘The Philippine Mine Safety 
and Environment Association 
had hastily formed a crack team 
of miners to help in the search- 
and-rescue mission in Real, fol- 
lowing the killer landslides that 
swamped the town. 

“all could [ask] was who were 
the members of my team. When 1 
got their names, I was satisfied 
that I have a good team,” Flores 
said, 

In Baguio, his 10-member 
team was met by the 13-member 
team of Philex Mining Corp. led 
by Joel Son, also an engineer. The 
next day, the group was met and 
briefed by Army personnel in 
Camp Capinpin in Tanay, Rizal, 
before they proceeded to Real. 
The 20-member team from 
Benguet Corp. in Benguet and 
Zambales arrived aday later. 

All these miners had were oxy- 
gen acetylene torches, sledge- 
hammers, pinch and crowbars, 
chisels, digging bars, spades and 
tons of courage. 


Up to the task 

What they saw in Real that 
Sunday was horrible but they 
мете up to the task. Flores had 
been in the mining industry for 
the past 26 years while Son had 
been in the industry for the past 
29 years. Most of these years 
‘were spent on mine safety. 

“Pm used to this, This is our 
normal commitment,” Son said. 
“in fact, the men were on high 
morale despite living on sar- 
dines.” 

Until they came to what was 
left of the Repador building near 
the shores of Barangay Tignoan 
in Real at past 2 p.m. on Dec. 6. It 
was about a 4-km walk from their 
base and with their equipment in 
tow, they decided to go still with 
gin and high spirits. 

Residents told them that the 
building was a sanctuary during 


storms. Its roof had been blown 
off and the miners had started 
prying the concrete ceiling. 

"The military lacked equip- 
ment and wanted to blast the ceil- 
ing off as well but the miners all 
said, We can do it,” Flores said. 

On the night of Dec. 8, 49-year- 
old Luis Balungay of Philex was 
urinating near the site when he 
heard a woman crying. He called 
his team and wanted to dig 
through the ceiling but it was al- 
ready late in the evening. 


Nightmare 

Later that night, Balungay had 
his now famous dream, which 
was in the lead paragraph of an 
Inquirer banner story about the 
rescue, It was a classic bangungot 
(nightmare), where Balungay felt 
helpless throughout. 

The story described his dream 
as a child who crept from his foot 
to his leg and who suddenly be- 
came an elderly woman. 

But 10 days later and now a lit- 
tle inebriated at the Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau in Baguio 
City, Balungay said the child actu- 
ally grabbed his crotch and then 
became an elderly woman. 

“She grabbed it hard. And from 
then on, I could not sleep,” Balun- 
gay said. Thus was born the leg- 
end of"Luis the Dreamer," the de- 
scription now given by his fellow 
miners. 

Balungay was also chided 
when they hit on a pozo negro 
(septic tank) of the building and 
Balungay repeated it as "Puso ng 
Negro (heart ofa black person).” 

“Bukas, mahahanapan natin 
ang puso ng Pilipino (We will find 
the heart of the Filipino tomor- 
row),” the Kalinga native said. 
“And I was proven right,” he 
added. 

Ontheearly morning of Dec. 9, 
the team led by Son, Flores and 
Vincent Bactadan and Jimmy Ig- 
nasaben of Benguet Corp. 
mapped out their strategy. 


“Luis the Dreamer’ 

At about 7:30 a.m., Balungay's 
teammate, Felix 'Limmayog, 
heard probably what "Luis the 
Dreamer" heard the night before. 


e 


MINERS (from top left, clockwise) Luis Balungay Juan Napudo, Emi 


played heroes to victims of landslides in Real, Quezon and of the 1990 earthquake in Baguio. 


‘The team then went on the 
move and by about 10 a.m. they 
were able to rescue three-year- 
old old Estela Marie Sur and her 
grandmother Maria Tamares, 14- 
year-old lan Bungag and 15-year- 
old Modesto Manuguid. They al- 
so found 30 other bodies inside 
the building but the joy of finding 
survivors brought back hope to 
the miners. 


То Balungay and three other 
miners in that team, it was the Ju 
ly 1990 earthquake all over 
again. During that killer quake, 
the miners also played heroes, 
finding survivors when the for- 
eign rescue workers with their so- 
phisticated equipment and ca- 
nine could not find one. 

It was apt that the story-of 
Pedrito Dy, who survived for 15 


og and Dominador Sotelo 
wear 


days at the collapsed Hyart Ter- 
races then, was also featured in 
the Ingumea together with the 
Repador survivors — because 
Balungay was among the Philex 
miners who pulled Dy out of the 
rubble. 


Haunting moment 
Balungay recalled not having 
a dream when they rescued Dy 


but remembered a haunting mo- 
ment that stil gives him the 
creeps, 

“One night there was an after. 
shock and suddenly we heard a 
chorus of cries and moans and ; 
then silence. Then an old mine H 
among us said that these were thé: 
voices of the dead trapped among 2 
the rubble,” Balungay said in Ilo: 4 
cano. "a 

The other 1990 earthquake 
heroes who were also in the,” 
team that pulled out the sur- 
vivors in Real were Emilio Mani 
bog, Juan Napudo and Domi- 
nador Sotelo. B 

Manibog, of Benguet Corp, i 
was among those assigned at the $ 
rescue operations at the col; 
lapsed Hotel Nevada. He was: 
among those who saved Sonia!” 
Roco, wife of former Sen. Raul 
Roco. Я 

“When I heard about the 
problem in Quezon, I immedi- 
ately volunteered because I. 
wanted to help those in need,” 
said Manibog, a miner since! i 
1975. кї 


Backhoe pointer Had 
Manibog was called "КВ" be-* 
cause of his strong sense of, j 
smell, and could differentiate be-” 
tween a dead person and other 
carcasses. 
In Real, his job was to be the 


. “pointer” ofa backhoe. i 


“I would tell the operator = 
when to stop because there: 
was a body and rescuers would '3 
have to be more careful in dig- : 
ging out the body,” Manibog: 3 
said. 

By the time the miners rescued 
the four survivors in Repador, 
heavy equipment like backhoes 
finally arrived in Real, 

When they returned to Baguio,, y. 
the miners performed a ritual 
called daw-es to protect them and ў 
their families Rom the spirits of $ 
the dead. js 9f. 

A pair of native chickens was-& 
beaten to death and a dog was 
slaughtered so the spirits of the 
dead would not follow the miners 
to their homes. 

On Monday, the regional Mines 
and Geosciences Bureau honored 
the miners during their flag rais- 
ing ceremony and sponsored a 
party for them. MGB officials 
gave the miners certificates of 
valor. 

“We cannot offer them money , 
but the valor and heroism they ; 
showed cannot be bought," Neo-: 
man dela Cruz, MGB Cordillera 
director, said. 


By Anselmo Roque. 
Science City of Muñoz 


AMPAGUITA, the coun- 

trys national flower, is 

being given another 
face. And carving the new face, 
which is calculated to touch 
the lives of the poor, is the Con- 
gressional Spouses Foundation 
Inc. (CSFI), in cooperation 
with the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development and 
other government and private 
organizations. 

"Its white color symbolizes hope 
while йв star-shaped flowers symbolize 
a dream, It is a hope for the realization 
of dreams,” Gina de Venecia, CSFI pres- 
ident, told a press briefing recently. 

Ar present, the СБ is helping the 
so-called “sampaguita girls" or those 
seen hawking sampaguita garlands 
and leis in most Metro Manila streets, 
De Venecia said. 

Bur as an expansion of the project, 
the CSFI is finalizing plans to maxi- 
mize the benefits that sampaguita can 
offer to more people, she said. 

“During these [difficult] times, the 
sampaguita can be looked up to as an 
inspiring symbol. It will be the ‘dream 
star not only of the sampaguita girls of 
Metro Manila but also of the countless 
number of our countrymen who may 
be involved in a lucrative income-gen- 
erating project," she said, 

De Venecia was guest during the 
‘week-long celebration of the 4th char- 


Sampaguita gets 
a new meaning 


ter anniversary of the Science City of 
Muñoz. 

In the Metro Manila project, De 
Venecia said, the parents of the sampa- 
guita girls are being helped by the CS- 
FI to wean them from selling their 
wares on the streets. 

With the help of Social Welfare Sec- 
retary Corazon Soliman and Environ- 
ment Secretary Michael Defensor, the 
CSFI has secured а one-hectare landin 
Quezon City where parents of the sam- 
paguita girls will grow sampaguita 
flowers and produce sampaguita gar- 
lands and leis. 

‘The parents will be assisted in the 
marketing of their produce. Part of the 
income will fund the scholarships of 
their daughters. 

For the expansion of the project, 
there is a need to select a sampaguita 
variety that is better than the other va- 
rieties grown in many parts in the 
country, De Venecia said. 

“In Bangkok, I have seen sampagui- 
ta flowers whose shelf life is almost a 
week. And they are bigger,” she said. 

‘Another variety will have a scent 
that can be used for sampaguita p 
fume, “This certainly will be a big in- 
dustry that will involve many poor 
people,” she said. 

Mayor Nestor Alvarez, а former 
dean and research scientist of the Cen- 
tral Luzon State University in Muñoz, 
offered to involve other scientists in 
the project. 

The CSF's other project, the 
"Haven for Women,” gives refuge to 
unwed mothers. It has established 
centers in several regions, aside from 
15 buildings in Muntinlupa City. 


Long term economic difficulties 
seen for residents of Dingalan 


By Tonette Orejas 
Dingalan, Aurora 


N DEC. 7, brothers Bob- 
by and Arbe Augia 
plowed their borrowed 

shovels deep into the hardened 
mud and scooped out a metal 
bed they hoped to sell to a junk 
shop to have money for the 
family’s lunch that day. 

in Barangay Paltic in Dingalan, Auro- 
та, the village hardest hit by the land- 
slides, men bore on their shoulders 
pieces of newly cut timber to sell. 

At the coast of Paltic, in Sitio Kama- 
gong, the boat of 77-year-old fisherman 
Isidro Dayap was anchored, idled as he 
spent the day removing the mud that 
swamped his house. z 

‘At the town proper, long queues of res- 
{dents from the town's 11 villages waited 
for relief goods. That morning, Pampan- 
ga Board Member Lilia Pineda brought 
4,500 relief packs for the 22,000 resi- 
dentsin the town. 

Ata furniture store behind the munici- 
pal hall, there were no takers for carved 
‘wooden chairs, tables and doors. 

Even those with regular salaries found 
themselves in dire straits. Edgardo Man- 
gahas, the town's statistician, was apply- 
ing for a loan from the Government Ser- 
vice Insurance System. 


Scenes of desperation 

‘These scenes of desperation to earn, of 
living on the generosity of others, and of 
rebuilding lives amid scant resources 
may well be the signs of a far worse dis- 
aster than landslides and flash floods. 


“They're sure to experience economic 
dislocation,” said Ricardo Calderon, 
Central Luzon forestry chief, on what 

its this town that was opened to log- 
ging activities in the 19305. 

He said the landslides that destroyed 
the forests in this part of the Sierra 
Madre mountain ranges make logging 
and the production of furniture and 
charcoal not viable enterprises anymore. 

Fishing is neither a reliable year- 
round source of income. 

farmers have not resumed planting, 
not even food crops, said Felipe Serna, 
chair of the Pinagkaisang Samahan ng 
Magbubukid ng Dingalan. The mountain 
plots have loose зой, he said. 

Calderon said the town's economic re- 
covery would be set back by recurring 
landslides in the next five to 10 years be- 
cause of two big eroded hills and five 
small patches on Mt. Mingan. 

The scarcity of wood, he said, would 
not be immediately felt. 

"The trees that the rains washed down 
could fill up 21,000 10-wheel trucks, ini- 
tial inventory by the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources showed. 
Crisis situation 

Calderon said the damage to infrastruc- 
ture in the town, estimated at P120 mil- 
lion, could slow down the rebullding pro- 
cess and contribute to a crisis situation. 

Ramon Aquino, regional director of the 
Department of Public Works and High- 
ways, said the re-gravelling works for the 
Jone route to Dingalan—via Laur and Ga- 
baidon towns in Nueva Ecija—would cost 
between P30 and P40 million, 

Calderon said more threats to the en- 
vironment could occur and the effects of 
the disasters magnified twice over if the 
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residents opened new logging frontiers? 
to tide themselves over, especially when, 
help stops coming. 

"Immediate areas are vulnerable 
exploitation," Calderon said. 


Vigilance 

But he said the disaster harnessed in. 
the residents a sense of vigilance for the. 
environment. 

The DENR, he said, hopes to "take ad=; 
vantage of that and use that for public, 
participation in protecting the forests," 
which is a matter of life and death now, 
for them.” 

He said the municipal government : 
should immediately review its land use 

lan. 
P The debris that the landslides had dis- 
gorged could be used to overcome the. 
disaster 

Boulders that buried Paltic are best for} 
construction materials, Calderon said. 

But the trees have gone into the log- 
gers’ hands more than to residents badly 
needing lumber to build new houses. 

Mayor Jaime Ylarde turned 
when asked how small-scale loggers 
would cope in the next months. Howev- 
er, he said, the rebuilding of Dingalan, 
would need a lot of help. 

Already, the looting of homes has been: 
rampant, said Aurelia Marilao. She has! 
guarded her house, refusing to leave 
Paltic for the uncomfortable conditions” 
at the evacuation centers. 

Ed Pujeda, former barangay chair of 
Paltic, said rehabilitation, although slow, 
was still possible at least in his village. 

“We have a high sense of hope. Our. 
home has been Dingalan, he said. 
"[But] I hope public funds would воо; 
farming and fishing families here.” 
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How to make the most of your 


Lotto bet card 


by Ferdinand G. Mendoza 


s choosing six num- 
bers confusing for 
you? 


Let’s say you were 
thinking of using the 
birthdates of your fam- 
ily members in selecting 
the final number combi- 
nation in your lotto bet 
card. But it so happens 
you are only five in the 
family? Where do you 
get the sixth number? 

Dig this, you don't need a sixth 
mimber. There's a game in lotto 
that allows you to bet and win, us- 
ing five numbers. 

Michael Torres, 27, a father of 
two has been playing lotto for five. 
years. He has been consistently 
betting on a number combina- 
tion which he conceived from 
the birthdates of his love ones. 
‘Apparently, he had to consider 
birthdates of his maid and a very 
distant relative just to complete 
the required six numbers. Little 
did he know that his birth date, 
along with the dates of birth of 
his wife, two kids and mother-in- 
law are adequate to play the lotto 


"But thar's only five? Can 1 bet 
five numbers on a six-digit game," 
asked Torres. 

"Yes. We have a game called the. 
SR, which allows a player to play 
and win in lotto, using just five 
numbers,” said Eufracio Fufugal of 
the Central Operations Department 
of PCSO. 

Fufugal explained that the 5R 
game is part of the lotto's System 
Play scheme. 

Says Fufugal: "If you pick only 
five numbers and you want to play, 
say lotto 6/42, the computer reg- 
isters your five numbers, and then 
matches your five numbers with the 


Official Draw Results § 


otto 6/42 


in any order 


3 9 


Lotto 6 Digit: 7 5 3 8 7 | 


pee: 200407 
12 23 26 34 


5R 
Advanced Draw 
System bet 


Lucky Pick 


remaining thirty-seven (37) num- 
bers that you did not choose from 
1 to 42. This will give you thirty 
seven 6-number combinations. 
Bale, parang joker iyong pang-anim 
na numero,” Fufugal disclosed 

A 5-number lotto game is 
called the 5R. It costs P370 for 
the 6/42 game, P400 for the 
6/45 game and P440 for the 6/49 
game. 

Fofugal further added that when 
a 5R player hits the jackpot, he 
or she takes home an additional 
720,000.00, on top of his jackpot 
prize. 

"That's because the 5R player 
also hit 36 combinations of 5 
digits worth P20,000 each," said 
Fufugal. 

"The six-digit game is exciting 
to play. However, There are several 
options if one is bored with the 
standard or regular lotto 7 to 12 
play,” remarked Fufugal. 


fMegatotto 6/45 
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Advance Draw 

Nenita Tamayo, a mother of 
four has been playing lotto for 
the last two years. She walks two 
kilometers from her house located 
at the center of a large subdivision 
in Quezon City to reach the lotto 
outlet just in front of the subdivi- 
sion's main gate. "I have to cross 
an eight lane highway just to bet on 
my dreams,” said Tamayo. What 
Tamayo does not know, is that she 
can lessen the frequency of the 
long walk to the lotto outlet by 
playing what is called the Lotto 
Advance Draw. 

“If you don't want to go to the 
lotto outlet daily, you may play Ad- 
vance Draw. Just mark the number 
of draws you want to play under 
"DRAW' and your ticker is valid 
for the current draw and the suc- 
ceeding draws depending on how 
many draws you mark" stressed 
Fufugal. 


MegaLotto 6/45 


in any order 


6 8 21 


E Mr fling бот" 
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36 


0 Jackpot Prize Winneris of Php 10,156,293.00 
9 2:01 


Suertres: 3 2 6 
lotto E22: 05 24 


Lotto 6/42. 


System Draw 

“Thereis also the System Draw,aloto 
gameinvolving more than six numbers. 
Ifa lotto player has seven numbers in 
mind and doesn't know which number 
todrop, the orto player can play System 
7 (printed 'SYS7 on the card). The 
computer will give the lotto player all 
the possible six-number combin: 
from the player's seven numbers. 
System 7, the player will have seven (7) 
six-number combinations. The same 
principle applies to Systems 8 to 12,” 
Fufugal likewise volunteered that an 
‘enthusiastic lotto player can even bet 
оп ай the numbers! 

Added Fufugal: In the case of 6/42, 
there are about 5.8 Million six-number 
combinations. And almost 8 million 
and 13 million six-number combina- 
tions for 6/45 and 6/49, respectively. 

“Well, if you are that rich and 
ready to gamble your P58M savings, 
or 80 million, or 130 million, you are 
one-hundred per cent sure to hit the 
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jackpot,” exclaimed Fufugal. 
Lucky Pick 

Мом, for those who find ita drag 
to always think up lucky numbers 
when playing lotto, they can opt for 
the Lucky Pick. In this type of play, 
it is the computer that selects the 
six-number combination. All the 
lotto player has to do is mark the 
Lucky Pick ('LP' on the card) and the 
computer will choose six numbers fof * 
him or her. 

A player can also experiment 
by combining the Lucky pick with 
other Lotto formats. For example, the 
player can mark 5R and LP on his/her 
play slip and the computer will play 
а combination of 5R and Lucky Pick 
play. The same also applies to System 
bet: Mark LP and System Play of your. 
choice, say SYS7, and the computer 
will choose seven numbers. 

So, ready to bet? This may just 
be your lucky day! 


ia any order 
O jackpot Prize Wines of Php 21,374,965.50 
|. All following numbers should be in exact order = 
Lotto 4 Digit! 7 4 6 9 
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Lotto 6 Digit: 3 4 8 3 3 9 
0 Jackpot Prize Winneris of Php 150,000.00 


Suertres: Q 3 0 


1 jackpot Prize Winners of Php 1,523,733.58 
Suertres: 3 0 0 
Lotto £22: 27 06 
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2 jackpot Prize Winners ot Php 15,089,896.50 
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Lotto 4 Digit: 5 8 4 2 
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Steps in Opening 
a Lotto Outlet 


by the PCSO 


Central Operations Department) 


1. Comply with 
the following 
requirements prior 
to requesting for an 
on-line lottery 
application form: 


(1) Individual applicant must be 
a Filipino citizen and at least 
21 years old. 

(2) Corporate/Partnership ap- 
plicants. must be registered 
with the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission (SEC). 

(3) The SEC-registered corpo- 
rate/partnership applicants 
must have the operation ofa 
lotto outlet as their primary 
and/or secondary purpose. 
Person/s representing Cor- 
porate/Partnership appli- 
cants must be duly author- 
ized, as evidenced by a Secre- 
tary Certificate and/or Board 
Resolution (for Corpora- 
tion), and Special Power of 
Attorney (for Partnership) 


. Acquire and fill- 
up on-line lottery 
application form 


3. Submit the following: 

(1) Three (3) latest ID pictures 
(2x2) 

(2) Three (3) latest ID pictures 
(2x2) of spouse 

(3) Letter of Intent 

(4) Filled-up On-Line Lottery 
Application Form 

(5) Proof of income i.e. income 
tax return (ITR), registration 
of business, audited financial 
statements, certificate of 
income 

(6) Proof of ownership or lease 
of outlet (for owner - land 
title or TCT, for lessee - no- 
tarized contract of lease, 
building owner's authoriza- 
tion (Form L005) 

(7) NBI Clearance (current) 

(8) Barangay Clearance (per- 
sonal record) 

(9) Photograph of Building 
(where lotto outlet will be 
placed) 

(10) — Photograph of Interior of 

building (where lotto outlet 

will be placed) 


4, REQUIREMENTS FOR 
CORPORATIONS 


(1) Biodata of corporate officers 
and directors 

(2) Photocopy of S.E.C. Regis- 
tration 

(з) Photocopy of Articles of In- 
corporation 

(4) Photocopy of By Laws 

(5) Secretary Certificate and/or 
Board Resolution duly au- 
thorizing person/s to trans- 
act with PCSO for purposes 
of the operation of lotto 

(6) Latest Audited Financial 
Statement 

(7) Income Tax Return (ITR) for 
the preceding year 

(8) Letter of Intent 

(9) Contract of lease 

(10) Building owners authori- 
zation 

(11) Photograph of building 

(12) Photograph of interior 


5. REQUIREMENTS FOR 


PARTNERSHIPS 

(1) Biodata of partners 

(2) Photocopy ofS.E.C. registra- 
tion 

(3) Photocopy of by-laws 

(4) Special Power of Attorney 
(S.BA.) duly authorizing 


person/s to transact with 
PCSO for purposes of the 
operation of lotto 

(5) Latest Audited Financial 
Statement 

(6) Income Tax Retarn (ITR) for 
the preceding year 

(7) Letter of Intent 

(8) Contract of lease 

(9) Building owners authoriza- 
tion 

(10) Photograph of building 

(11) Photograph of interior 


All application forms should be 
properly filled-up and should 
include all the required docu- 
ments. Applications with 
incomplete requirements 
will not be processed. 


. CRITERIA FOR LOTTO 
OUTLETS 


100 meters away from an ex- 
isting lotto outlet, schools/ 
place of learning and places 
of worship except if the 
location is enclosed or a 
shopping center, subject to 
PCSO's policies and existing 
rules 

а. National Capital Region - 100 
meters 

b. Southern Tagalog & Bicol Re- 
gion - 200-250 meters 

c. Northern and Central Luzon 
- 200-250 meters 

(2) Good human traffi 

ated in commerci 
intersections/areas. The lo- 
cation of terminal/booth 
should be strategic if within 
a mall or superstore. 
In cases of malls, In cases of 
malls, shopping centers or 
superstores, the lottery lo- 
cation need not be enclosed 
provided there is security of 
operation, esp. after store 
hours. Enclosed (for security 
purposes) but with front- 
age for human traffic/entry. 
Frontage must face main 
road or to the direction of 
major traffic flow. 

(4) Flood-free and properly ven- 
tilated. 

(5) Floor space of 8-9 sq. meters 
or available business counter 
measuring at least 2.0 X 
1.0m. 

(6) Preferably with at least one 
(1) telephone facility, land- 
line or cellular, for hotline 
operations. Such telephone 
(esp. landline) should be 
situated at no more than one 
(1) meter from the proposed 
terminal location. 

(7) With regular power supply 
of 220 VAG, with grounding 
and available power point/ 
s. 

(8) With available shelf/counter/ 
cabinet for terminal installa- 
tion, modem and storage of 
lottery materials. 

(9) With operators to be made 
available for training in the 
operation of the terminals 
preferably one dedicated per- 
sonnel and a back-up person- 
nel per terminal. This agent 
will be advised on when the 
operators will be trained. 

(10) Major operating hours fall 
within 7:00 AM - 8:30PM, 
seven (7) days a week. 

(11) Approved technical site 
survey by carrier. 


All application forms should be 
properly filled-up and should 
include all the required docu- 
ments. Applications with 
incomplete requirements 
will not be processed. 


» 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


"Special PROJECT . 
HEC eT 


na 


Sweepstakes Daily 
Draw Mechanics 


By Carlos Catillo, 
Sales Manager, PCSO 


BUYING AND SELLING OF 
TICKETS 
1. Tickets are ready to be sold one 
month before the start of the actual 
draw. Sales will continue while sup- 
ply lasts. 
2. Tickets can be bought from pri- 
vate ticket agents, vendors or outlets, at 
! Office, E. Rodriguez 
and at PCSO District. 


booklet at the PCSO. One booklet 
consists of 10 whole tickets, each hav- 
ing single tickets. One booklet has 50 
single tickets. 

4. A booklet purchased directly 
from PCSO offices enjoys a 28% dis- 
count, costing only P360 per booklet. 
Retail price is P500 per booklet or P10 
per single ticket. A ticket vendor or 
agent can thus earn P140.00 per booklet 
if be buys directly from PCSO and sells 
it to individual buyers. 

5. Ticket counters at PCSO offices 
open at 8 am. and close at 2 p.m. daily. 

ing of tickets by agents and vendors 
outside PCSO can go on for 24 hours 


since tickets are eligible to play dally, 
even if they have already won, 


DRAW MECHANICS AND 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF WINNERS 

6. The SWEEPSTAKES DRAW shall 
be held at tlie PCSO draw court every- 
day at 4 p.m. It shall be witnessed by 
an independent judge and other PCSO 
officials and Commission on Audit 
(COA) representatives. 

7. The daily draws will be broadcast 
over NBN Channel 4 during the 9 p.m. 
LOTTO draws. 

8. The SWEEPSTAKES DRAW re- 
sults shall be published together with 
the LOTTO DRAW results the follow- 
ing morning in all leading newspapers 
and be broadcast in different radio 
stations. 


PRIZE MECHANICS: 

9. As with the old sweepstakes, 
each whole ticket has 5 single shares 
with identical numbers. Each single 
ticker, however, has an assigned letter, 
which is any of the following: PC,S,O.L. 
Thus a single ticket has a number and 
letier combination. 

10. The jackpot prize goes to a sin- 
gle ticket or share that bears the lucky 


7 Points to Remember 
on the New Sweepstakes 
Daily Draw 


by Robert Bastillo 


1: “The new Sweepstakes Daily 
Draw (SDD) ticket costs only P10. 
Each bought ticket will be included 
in a daily draw that will run from 
Dec. 1 to Dec. 31. This means, if a 
ticket is bought before Dec. 1, it has 
amonth-long chance of winning the 
daily grand prize of P100,000. 

2. Those who buy their tickets 
before Dec.1 will have greater chanc- 


es of winning. For example: A ticket 
bought on or before Dec.1 (start of 
draw) will have 31 chances of winning, 
while а ticket bought on Dec. 2 will only 
have 30 chances of winning. 

3. Each bought ticket has multiple 
chances of winning. As more tickets 
are bought, the chances increase even 
more. 

4. Ifthe winning ticket for the day is 
unsold, the jackpot prize for the unsold 
ticket will be added to the prize for the 


number-leuer combination drawn, All 
the other tickets that share the same 
number but have the other letters shall 
be given the consolation prizes. 

11. The jackpot prize for the 
ning number-letter combination is 
P100,000. The consolation prize for the 
four remaining tickets with the same 
number as the jackpot prize but bear- 
ing different letters 5 P25,000.00 each. 
If one person buys the whole win 
ticket consisting f 5 single tickets with 
identical numbers, then he wins a total 
‘of P200,000.00 for the day. 

12. Esch ticket is eligible to play 
daily for the entire month and win the 
jackpot or consolation prizes many 
times over. A multiple winner shall be. 
issued a certificate in lieu of the ticket 
to claim the prize anew. 

13. Ifthe winning number for the 
day is still unsold by PCSO, then the 
unwon prizes for the day will be added 
10 the prize for the last draw date of 
the month. 

14. On the last draw dare, all the 
unwon prizes plus the day's jackpot and 
consolation prizes shall form the total 
prize pot. In case the drawn number is 
still unsold, another will be drawn until 
such time chat a drawn ticket is won, 


"BARON 
P100,000 


P6.5 Million 


last day of the month (Dec. 31). 

5. Draws will be held every 
4 p.m at the PCSO Draw Court, 
PCSO Main Building, E. Rodriguez 
Avenue, Quezon City, 

6. Alldraws will also be telecast 
live daily. Airing time: 9 pm at NBN 
4 during the daily lotto draws. 

7. Tickets are sold through the 
PCSO Provincial District Offices, 
Sales Distributors, and Sales Agents 
or Vendors. 


‘Daddy knows best’ 


Winning the sweepstakes through gentle persuasion 


by Ferdinand G. Mendoza 


IN THIS particular case, Daddy 
knows best. 

A father’s gentle persuasion 
brought sudden good fortune to 
his eldest son, who bagged the 
jackpot prize in the first draw of 
the “Isang sweepstakes tiket, 
Isang buwang araw-araw 
papremyo" promo of the 
Philippine Charity Sweep- 
stakes Office (PCSO) last 
December 1. 

“I was practically forced 
by my father to buy the new 
‘Sweepstakes Daily Draw (SDD) 
tickets he was selling,” gushed 
the lucky car sales representative 
who purchased an entire booklet. 
after a little cajoling. 

He added that his father, a just- 
returned overseas worker, had decided 
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to make a career of selling 5005 
sourced from a relative who 
worked at the PCSO. 
“Little did 1 know that niy 
desire to encourage him in his 
new venture would net me 
P200,000,” he said, adding that 
the tickets enjoyed brisk sales in 
their neighborhood. 
“My father started with one 
booklet sold. In no time, he had 
sold five booklets and neighbors 
were still coming to the house to 
purchase tickets," he said 
Asked on what he'd do with 
his winnings, the 29-year-old 
father of four sald he and his 
wife who worked as a group 
manager at a fast-food joint - might 
venture into selling mop heads. 

But then again, maybe he'd ask what 
his father thought was best. 


Jackpot Prize: 
P100,000.00 


Estrada breaks down 


Frompage Al 
„9f pearls gleaming on her neck. 

Toward the end of the Mass, 
Susan rose and sprinkled holy 
water on the casket, where the 
late actor lay in a blue suit. Oth- 
ers followed after, including for- 

amer first lady Imelda Mar- 
leos—the only one in the long line 
lof mourners to kiss the casket. 

Estrada, with his family, ar- 
rived past 10 p.m. 

One gray-haired woman knelt 

serying in front of the coffin. 

Members of the Rebolusyonary- 

ong Alyansang Makabayan acted 
газа security force in the church. 

Long after the public viewing 

shad ended, queues of people still 
dined up ‘outside the packed 
church where the necrological 
rites were being held. 

The necrological rites crowned 
the most massive wake in the 
country in decades. 

6 Strains of love songs, like "Pan- 
iko Ko Sa "Yo (My Promise to 
fou),” rose over the church con- 
iregation as family, friends and 
followers gave their final tribute. 
to the man simply called FPJ. 
Ñ Politicians and the most glam- 
Sorous of movie stars shared equal 
ing with ordinary folk in pay- 
Sing accolade. Some even called 
Poe a Santa Claus, recalling his 
«generosity to the downtrodden 

Poe was not only “Da King” to 
his followers. 

“This coming Christmas will bea 
sad one because the man we most 
love and whom we looked up to, 
the real Santa Claus, not only to his 
family but to his people, is gone,” 
the actors brother Conrad said. 

Tn their styles, some politicians 


likened the man who made his mark 
in the movies to a modern-day hero 
comparable to revolutionaries. 
Former Sen. Loren Legarda, Poe's 
running mate in the election, and 
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile vowed to 
сапу on Poe's fight for genuine 
change—but ina peaceful manner. 


Show biz friends 

The tributes from Poe's show 
biz friends, speaking Monday 
night in the church with their 
voices breaking with emotion, 
sounded less political. 

“FPJ is worth fighting for, FPJ 
is worth dying for ... Till we meet 
again, Mr. President," movie ac- 
tress Alona Alegre said, crying 
unabashedly, during the FPJ vol- 
unteers organizations’ special 
tribute to their leader. 

Alegre said the gathering was 
an occasion to mourn "the pass- 
ing away of a president.” 

“Who is the truly elected presi- 
dent? Waking up is difficult when 
you know the government is in 
the hands of people who were not 
elected by the people,” actor Niño 
Muhlach said. 


Analternative 

Manny Portes, chair of the FPJ 
Movement, said Poe came into 
the political scene just as the 
country was looking for an alter- 
native to the traditional leaders. 

Ka Amang Garcia, an urban poor 
leader, recalled the generosity of the 
movie actor who helped defray even 
the medical expenses of his followers. 

FPJs kindness was also echoed 
by Dr. John Seneca, who represent- 
ed the Doctors for FPJ group. Dur- 
ing the campaign, Seneca said FPJ 


Ka Roger 
hits police 


A COMMUNIST spokesper- 
son assailed police officials 
for insinuating that New 
People's Army rebels would 
disrupt today's funeral. 
"That's only a malicious fig- 
ment of their wild imagina- 
tion. Maybe, the police are 
now being haunted by the 
ghost of FPJ because of the 
Tole they played in the mas- 
sive cheating against the actor. 
during the last election," Gre- 
io "Ka Roger" Rosal said in 
phone interview. 
"Even the occupant of 
Malacafiang is now also be- 
ing bothered by FPJ's spirit. 
GMA cheated FPJ in the 
election," Rosal said. 


was always checking around mak- 
ing sure "no one went hungry" 

‘After his death, tales of Poe's 
kindness abounded, told and retold 
by relatives, staff members, friends 
in show biz and politics, employees 
at his studio and many fans. 

Ironically, today was to have 
been the family reunion of the Poes. 

Inasense it would be. 

At around noon, Poe's remains 
will be sealed in his tomb at Manila's 
North Cemetery where he will lie in 
а family plot beside his younger 
brother and fellow actor Andy Poe Jr 
Meters away lie their parents, Fer- 


ando Poe St and Bessie Kelly 

Since yesterday, Malacafiang has 
been on high alert, with container 
vans parked outside all roads lead- 
ing to the Palace and ready to be 
used as barricades in case of any at- 
tempt by hotheads to tum the funer- 
al into a political show of force. (Sto- 
ry on this page) 


The daily multitudes 

"Opposition leader Sen. Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr predicted a million 
people would join the march which 
will span a distance of 6.5 km from 
Sto. Domingo to North Cemetery. 
Others said they expected possibly 
twice that number. 

As prepared by organizers, the 
march will swing away from the 
direction of Malacafiang and turn. 
right on A. Н. Lacson Avenue en 
route to the cemetery. 

The daily multitude of mourn- 
ers who had trooped. to Sto. 
Domingo Church since the wake 
began on Рес. 14—hours after 
Poe died of a severe stroke—was 
the biggest the country had seen 
since hundreds of thousands of 
people flocked to the wake and fu- 
neral of assassinated opposition 
leader Benigno Aquino in 1983. 


Showers of confetti 

The funeral march was to start 
at 4 am. and, if plans pushed 
through, showers of blue and 
white confetti will sail over Quezon 
Avenue as the march rolls past. 

The actors coffin was to be 
mounted on a hearse to be pulled 
һу two white horses and Poe's cam- 
paign jingle “Bagong Umaga, 
used during his presidential elec- 
tion campaign, would be played. 


Palace armed to the teeth; officials’ entry thru 


Virom page Al 


ployees and guests were “encour- 
aged" to use the Palace backdoor 
"instead of the main access on JP 
Laurel Street. 
"Let me clarify that we are expect- 
ing heavy waffic tomorrow, so in- 
iemadsof [having guess pass] 
through JP Laurel, we will accom- 
'inodate some of those who want to 
the Malacafang Park entry for 
sy acceso Malacaang he said. 
€ Bangit said people could go to 
the Malacahang Park, which 
across the Pasig River from Mala- 
Ё сабап, where they would be fer- 
‘tried by barge to the Palace. 


Upgraded security 
©, He said “additional troops" 
would be stationed at the parking 
"ос near the Chino Roces (Mendio- 
Gla) gate. 
The PSG issued а “security ad- 
sory” saying that “security ar- 
Srangements" in the Palace com- 
Ў blex would be upgraded” today. 
1 “Everyone will be subjected to 
егу strict inspections and access 
controls... Your utmost under- 
Standing and cooperation on 
“these temporary security ar- 
rangements will be highly appre- 
tiated,” the advisory said. 
j The security measures include: 
е No parking on Mendiola 
Ё пее, Mabini grounds and the 
Ў New Executive Building grounds. 
© Public utility vehicles such 
Bos jeepneys and taxis will not be 
allowed in the complex. 
* Ай gates (1 to 7) will be 
gloscd to vehicles 
“In this connection, all [Office 
of the President] employees and 
Emene are advised to park their 
vehicles at the Malacañang Park. 
p will be ferried by boat to- 


JDV daughter’s burial ‘a celebration of 


J 
Й rompere 

Бап Antonio in Makati after a 9 
pam. Mass today. 

‘The youngest daughter of 
фойе Jose de Venecia Jr. and 

jeorgina Vera Perez, KC or Ma. 
Kristina Casimira, 16, died in а 
fire that gutted the family resi- 
dence at No. 2288 Magnolia St. in 
Ñ Dasmariñas Village, Malas, in 
Ë the late evening of Dec. 16. 

“To emphasize that this is a cele- 
{i pration of her life, the family has 
Fequested friends, supporters and 


ward the Mabini Landing Barge,” 
the PSG said. 


PNP appeal 

"Please go home after the buri- 
ab" this was the appeal of the 
Philippine National Police to those 
who would escort Poe to his grave. 

Reiterating the apprehension of 
authorities that some Poe support- 
‘ers might use today's funeral march 
from the Sto. Domingo Church in 
Quezon City to the North Cemetery 
in Manila to launch a political ac- 
tion against Malacafiang, Director 
Avelino Razon Jr, chief of the Na- 
tional Capital Region Police Office, 
urged the mourners not to heckie 
ог provoke policemen deployed to 
provide security and order. 

“We hope they will not do any- 
thing that will destroy the good 
name of Fernando Poe. We have 
had so many bad news lately. Let 
us not add to them,” Razon told 
the INquinex. 

He said police officers numbering 
at least 1,400 had also been ordered 
to keep their cool, especially in the 
event that provocateurs manage to 
infiltrare the mourners ranks. 

But Supt. Cesar Javier, Manila 
traffic director, is not optimistic, 
“The burial is expected to be fin- 
ished at noon, but {don't think FPJ's 
fans would leave at once,” he sai 

Nevertheless, the mourners 
will not be met by tear gas, water 
cannons or truncheon-wielding 
policemen, unlike what hap- 
pened at the height of the pro-Poe 
mass actions after the May presi- 
dential election. 

The Manila traffic cops who 
will monitor the funeral march 
and the situation inside ће North 
Cemetery will not even carry 
firearms so as not to antagonize 
the mourners, said Chief Supt. 


sympathizers to come in white and 
pastel colors,” according to a state- 
ment released by De Venecia's 
spokesperson Emmanuel Albano, 
“KC's life was brief but joyous. 
We are inspired by her grace, her 
zest for living and her hunger to 
engage the world," KC's siblings 
Leslie de Venecia Norton and 
Philip Cruz said ina statement. 


‘Afirecracker’ 
“How we will miss KC! She has 
taught us a lot about living," the 


The pail bearers 


TWO GROUPS of pal bear- 
ers—one political, one show 
biz—will bear the casket of Fer- 
nando Poe Jr. at his funeral today, 
fellow movie star and friend Rez 
Cortez said. 

The political group: 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay 

Rep. Francis Escudero 

Sen. Jinggoy Estrada 

Mayor JV Ejercito 

Rep. Justin Chipeco 


Pedro Bulaong, director 
Western Police District. 

He told the Iugurazx that only 
ihe members of the reaction 
teams and of the Special 
‘Weapons and Tactics teams posi- 
tioned outside the cemetery 
would be allowed to carry guns. 

"But there would still be 
enough policemen to respond if 
an untoward incident takes 
place. The organizers of Poe's fu- 
neral have also assured us that 
they can police their own ranks,” 
Bulaong said. 


Maximum tolerance 

Razon said Task Force FPJ, the 
composite police unit assigned to 
handle traffic, route security and 
crowd control would not include 
crowd dispersal teams. 

He said such teams would be 
positioned at a safe distance from 
the march. 

"The key here is patience and 
maximum tolerance,” Senior 
Supt. Nicasio Radovan Jr, Task 
Force FPJ commander, told the 
Ingumen on Monday. 

A reserve force of atleast 1,000 
policemen from Regions 1 to 5 


two added. 

Leslie and Philip recalled that 
KC was "impatient, outspoken, 
and a fast-thinker. She was a fire- 
cracker. She was infinitely pre- 
cious to us. 

Speaker De Venecia is expected. 
to deliver a statement on behalf 
of the family in today's rites. 

Cousins from both the De 
Venecia and Vera Perez clans will 
offer baskets of fruits and flowers 
during the offertory. 

Philip will offer wine and wa- 


Nayotas Mayor Toby Tiang- 
co 

Former Senators Tito Solto, 
Gringo Honasan 

The show biz group: 

Richard Gomez 

Nino Muhlach 

Dolphy . 

Eddie Garcia 

Philip Salvador 

Tony Tuviera 

Rez Cortez and driver Caloy 


and the Cordillera Administrative 
Region arrived yesterday at 
Camp Crame. Its members will be 
deployed in the event that the 
crowd becomes unruly. 

“Even if we are taunted, kicked 
spat at, we should not mind itso as 
not to create trouble,” said Javier. It 
may be hard for some policemen, 
burthey have to doit and just under- 
stand the emotions ofthe people.” 

But Javier also said police 
would draw the line at criminal 
activities. Should some of the 
mourners get into physical fights 
with other mourners, he said, po- 
lice would try to intervene. 

To avoid any untoward inci- 
dent, Razon said the mourners 
should leave immediately after 
the burial. 

This way, he said, chey would 
also help ease the traffic conges- 
tion made worse by the Christ- 
mas rush. 


Destabilization 
refuse to comment on that," 
Bangit said when asked whether 
the PSG had received reports of a 

destabilization plot. 
Gen. Efren Abu, AFP chief of 


ter, while KC's older brother 
Christopher will carry the cibori- 
um containing the consecrated 
eucharistic bread. 

KC's classmates from Colegio 
San Agustin and international 
Schoo! will also offer fruits and 
flowers. 

"During the send-off, about 
500 butterflies will be released at 
the church's garden together with 
as many white balloons that fami- 
ly friends say will help convey 
KC's spirit to God's warm em- 
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Initially organizers had said that 
Susan Roces would ride in a car- 
riage following the hearse. But they 
later said that Roces wanted to 
march herself. 


Blue dominates 

The color blue, which Poe used 
in his presidential campaign, dom- 
inated the crowded Sto. Domingo 
Church yesterday afternoon. 

The lace used in the access 
cards issued to the media and vol- 
unteers was also in blue. 

After the close of public view- 
ing last night a necrological ser- 
vice was to follow, with Poe's 
friend, Eddie Garcia, to deliver 
the first eulogy, according to a 
tentative program. 

Other speakers were to include 
comics novelist Pablo Gomez, 
Richard Gomez, Aling Tinay Mana- 
han, director Joel Lamangan, actress 
Boots Anson Roa, Dolphy and finally 
deposed President Joseph Estrada. 

Roces, Poe's wife of three decades, 
was then to give a response. 

At least seven songs, said to be 
among Poe's favorites, were to be 
sung by some of the most illustri- 
ous artists in the country, with 
Zsa Zsa Padilla and Tirso Cruz IIl 
rendering the opening number. 

Other songs lined up were: “Ku- 
musta Ka" by Janno Gibbs or Aiza 
Seguerra, “Ikaw” by Cris Villonco, 
“Doon Lang” by Nonoy Zuñiga, 
“Gaano ko Ikaw Kamahal" by 
Dulce, “Kahit na Magtiis” by Rico 
Puno and “Saan Ка Man Naroroon" 
by Rachel Alejandro. Reportsfrom 
Christine O. Avendaño, Michael 
Lim Ubac, Delfin T Mallari Je, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau and Car- 
la P Gomes, PDI Visayas Bureau 


back door 


staff, said he had not received such 
reports. "Those threats have al- 
ways been there, but we have пог 
heard anything [specific]. But our 
chain of command is intact,” he 
told reporters after the ceremony 
marking the AFP's anniversary. 

Abu also said he did not expect 
violence during Poe's funeral. 

“No [threars]," he said. "The 
mood is festive. You know this isa 
relationship between an actor 
and a fan, so I don't think there 
will be violence—unless there are 
some [elements] who want to 
sow chaos." 

‘Abu said the AFP red alert had 
been in effect since Dec. 12 and 
would bein place “until such time 
we feel we are safe." 

Asked ifthe alert would conti 
ue until after Poe's burial, he sai 
“We cannot say that because 
there are still threats from the 
[communist rebels} to wreak 
havoc during this Christmas holi- 
day" 


Supporting role 

The AFP is deploying about 
2,500 soldiers to augment the 
PNP security force, Abu told re- 
porters at Camp Aguinaldo. 

But he said the military's Na- 
tional Capital Region Command 
(NCRCom) would only play a 
supporting role to the PNP. 

Abu said the augmentation 
units would come from the 
Army's Special Forces, the Air 
Force's Special Operations Wing, 
ihe Marines, and standby units 
from the Northern Luzon and 
Southern Luzon Commands. 

“At the moment, we have about 
five battalions on stand-by." he said. 

A regular AFP battalion is com- 
posed of not less than S00 troops. 
With a report from Alcuin Papa 


her life’ 


brace,” Albano said. 
Songs by Lea Salonga 


The Mass of Resurrection, as 
the final service is called, will be 
concelebrated by Bishop Anto 
nio Tobias, Msgr. Augusto La 
ban, Msgr. Jaime Boquiren and 
Fr. Antonio Rosales, the parish 
priest of the Santuario. 
International singer and Broad- 
way star Lea Salonga will sing KC's 
favorite songs during the offertory 
and communion, as well as the 


‘Be by my 
side,” GMA 
tells military 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


CLOSETED inside the Palace, 
"President Macapagal-Arroyo 
called on the military to "be by 
my side” and fend off all destabi- 
lization threats. 

She aired the call in a speech 
marking the hushed-up 69th an- 
niversary of the Armed Forces 
which she delivered, not at the 
sprawling AFP grounds in Camp 
Aquinaldo, but in the safety of the 
Malacahang Ceremonial Hall. 

“1 expect you, the soldiers, to 
be by my side, to man the flanks 
by keeping all threats to national 
security at bay,” Ms Arroyo said in 
а 45-minute ceremony attended 
by around 100 military officers 
and men. “I bid you to stand be- 
side me in the quest for peace 
with honor, dignity and justice for 
all Filipinos.” 

As though addressing her ene- 
mies, the President warned: “No 
опе should test the sensitivity of 
the Filipino soldier to the feelings 
of the Filipino people" or “ques- 
tion the loyalty of the soldier to 
our people.” 

“All che conspiracies that have 
attempted to withdraw the alle- 
giance of the Armed Forces from 
my government have miserably 
failed. And ! thank you once 
again for your loyalty," she said. 

Mis Arroyo said the AFP and the 
entire nation were facing a 
“formidable challenge” as well as 
the “challenge of self-redemp- 
tion.” 


Stay away 
from roads, 
cemetery 


Those who are not Poe 
supporters or fans are ad- 
vised to stay away from the 
North Cemetery and roads, 
leading to it so as not to be” 
stuck in traffic, said Manila 
trafficdirector Javier 

He said he expected the” 
traffic to ease up only 
around 4 p.m. 

The funeral march is 
scheduled to pass España 
Boulevard and Lacson and 
Dimasalang Streets in Mani- 
la before heading to the 
North Cemetery. 

Javier said that once the 
march had reached the 
Mabuhay Rotunda, both 
lanes of España Boulevard 
would be closed to traffic if 
the mourners prove too nu- 
merous for one lane. 

He said Lacson and Di- 
masalang would also be closed 
once the march gets there. 

Motorists wanting to use 
Espaha will be directed to 
Rizal, Abad Santos and E. 
Rodriguez Avenues. Trucks 
will be directed to Road 10 
and C3. 

Javier also said that aside 
from the expected traffic 
jams resulting from the fu- 
neral march, Manila roads 
near the Osmeha Highway 
had also been experiencing 
heavy traffic. 

He said this was because 
road repair was suddenly start- 
ed on the Manila-bound Jane 
of the highway on Monday af- 
temoon, Leila B. Salaverria 


Lords Prayer and a final number 
during the recessional. 

“Lea is a good friend of the 
family and KC adored hes,” Al- 
bano said, quoting an unnamed 
family member 

Lea will be accompanied by 
brother Gerard who, in turn, will 
perform a duet with Danita Paner, 
опе of KC's closest friends. 

fter the send-off, members of 
the De Venecia and Vera Perez fami- 
Ties wil gather for a private ceremo- 
ny before KC's remains are interred. 
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Traffic enforcer shows that honesty in public service still exists 


By Ruth L. Navarra post of San Nicolas. Concepcion Parish Church, reporter as if he was breaking a family breadwinner, being theel- cause of them,” he said. “Our 
Curious hetookapeekand saw. where she went back to look for major crime against ethics, dest of seven children, neighbors would make fun of 

HONESTYisnotjustaword, thatit contained wadsofmoneyin the wallet. The P150,000 could have paid Не has been a Pasig trafficen- them. Sometimes they would 
Pasig City traffic enforcer Ador US and Philippine currency. ‘They recognized her through for his and his sibling's tuition ог forcer for only two months, come home with bruises.” 

Cruz Ji got a taste of the lime- Не said that he did not dare the picture in the wallet. the mortgage on their house, He stopped attending the For his honesty, Pasig Mayor Vi- 

Fight recently when he returned open it again because he feared Cruz said Santos was speech. Не could have used it to give Philippine College of Criminolo- cente R Eusebio rewarded him 

PÍSOQO0 to is owner last Sun- that he would be accused of tak- less when she got her money back, hisfamilyabrieftasteof comfort, gy in Manila because his family with a Study Now Pay Later plan 

day afternoon, ingsomeofit. When theyreached “I am happy that she got her — Buthisfamilywastheveryrea- could not afford his tuition. and a cash gift of P5,000. The 
"he 22-year-old Cruz was on the barangay station, they count- money back. Imagine, she sonhewasnottemptedbyit. Now, he supports the educa- Knights of Columbus will also 

duty when hesawa yellowladies' ed the bills and it amounted to worked for six months in Japan “I believe in karma. I do not tion of his two siblings give him a plaque of recognition. 

‘wallet on M.H. Del Pilar Street in P150,000. for that," Cruz said. want anything bad to happen to Cruz cried when he talked anda cash reward, 

Pasig City. Barangay officials then formed Не refused the P500 reward meor my family,” he said. about his 12-year-old sister and Не said he was overwhelmed 
“горе were just passing by a team to look for the wallers that Santos gave him but was While hisfatherworksasacar- Gyearold brother, both of by the blessings that he had been 

it,” he said. He picked it up and owner. prompted to take it when she be- penter and his mother sells food whom, he related, were special receiving. 

hailed a tricycle so he could take They found the owner Rowena came adamant about it. attheirhouse on Mendoza Street, children. “tis too much, but Tam thank- 

the wallet to the barangay out- Santos, inside the Immaculate “Is that okay?” He asked this Brgy. Buting, Cruz acts as the “Isometimes get into fights be- ful,” he sai 


Home for Christmas 


By Tarra V. Quismundo heard inside the Justice on  Moraleswasarrested for carry- ing message: "Our courts are 
Wheels mobile court, a project of ing his brotherindaw's 45-cal- driven ro serve you better.” 
THE PROMISE of spending Фе Supreme Court launched to iber pistol while inside the Rizal”. On its pilot marathon hearings 
Christmas with his loved ones has . decongest detention facilities na- Park during election season in on Monday, the MYRC-based mo- 
filled Dennis Morales thoughts tionwide by reaching areas with- 2001 when he was just 16 years bile court heard 54 cases involv- 
night and day for three years outcourthouses. old, ing theft and robbery, possession 
now. “Gusto ko uling makapag-Pasko “Trip lang (I did it just for of illegal drugs or substances 
"ut Christmas this year will be а labas. Malungkot ang Pasko di- kicks), said Morales, when asked such as rugby illegal possession 
different for the 20-year-old to, nag-iiyakan kami, maiisip why he carried a gun on that of firearms, and vagrancy, among 
Leyte native who had stayed the namin pamilya namin (1 want to Luneta stroll. others, 
longest inside the Manila Youth experience Christmas outside a His case had been pending be- Manila RTC Judge Amelia Tria- 
Reception Center (MYRC), а сіу. detention center Christmas here fore the Manila Regional ‘Trial Infante dismissed Morales case, 
run holding center for juveniles is sad since we just end up crying Court Branch 9, one ofseven fam- provisionally granting him free- 
aged 9to 17 years ld“inconfict aswethinkofourfamilies),”said ily courts severely burdened by dom as the complainant had 
with the law" under the Manila Morales. the sheer volume of pending cas- missed three years of hearings. If 
Department of Social Welfare “The judge might have taken es involving minors. the complainant does not appear 
(MDSW). pity on me. She said I was vy But that changed when the to pursue the case after two 
With 25 other detainees, go, but I would have to reportaf- Justice On Wheels project parked years, Morales’ case would be ", 

Morales was ordered released оп ter а month to my lawyer" he із first mobile court at the MYRC permanently dismissed. MEGA SALE! 
Monday after pending cases were added. grounds, bringing the encourag- “а my three-year stay at the оп January 19, 2005 * STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP. 

Center, 1 learned how to relate to 

others and establish relaton- 

ships. It changed me a lot. 1 

learned how to give respect and 

love to others," said MYRC's old- 

est detainee, who added that he 

‘was a “big brother" to the rest of 

the detainees. 

Morales said he plans to find a 
job before returning to his family 
in Leyte. 

He has never seen or heard 
from bius oe TRUCKS - HEAVY EQUIPMENT » MISC, ITEMS: 
tion as he had cut off all commu- 
nication because he did not want M по: JAN: 19 = 22 „2005 
them to know what had hap- 
pened to him, 

The mobile court will stay at 
the MYRC until it processes all 
pending cases involving minors, 
said MDSW chief Jose Baranda. 
‘Then, it moves on to Quezon City. 

"This will help us relieve the 
overcrowding inside the MYRC," 
he added. "We can also save since 


UE а there are less people to feed. Gay 
COURT on wheels temporarily parked at the grounds of the Manila Youth Reception Centerin Antonio oes hearings begin next сл. Pi. i. 
Villegas Street (formerly Arroceros) promises swift justice for youth with pending cases. easaz year. "de 


Rerouting SWT scheme boon to traffic-MMDA 


b ared for By Margaux C. Ortiz Executive Director Angelito reportfrom9a.m.to6 pm. eum a ane 
i сё, 


Vergel de Dios said. MMDA officials also said mo- 
7 THE IMPLEMENTATION of the Butheaddedthattheimprove- torists passing through arterial ||; 

FP burial Staggered Working Time (SWT) ment was also because there roads near the shopping malls ex- 
has eased up traffie in the were less vehicles on the road at рейепсей heavy traffic, especial 
metropolis, according to the this time of the year. ly in the late afternoon and early 
Metropolitan Manila Develop- "Traffic was expected to be evening. MMDA Chair Bayani Ы à 
ment Authority. lighter because of the schools’ о attributed ће problem CLOSES VANS, UATE MODEL _ TUZU FORWARD PNG ALUN. 3r 

2 Based on a report of the MM- Christmas break,” Vergel de Dios to the growing number of Christ- = 

тшш Ыы DA-Metrobase, private vehicles Said. Ў mas shoppers. paya ZEE 


‘cosa vans 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


n using Edsa's ‘northbound lane He also clarified that traffic ‘The majority of Metro Manila's 
Pobre шры тюш travel as fast as 32.67 kilo. speed worsened on the first day local government units, including 
al poikia pi meters per hour, while those on of the scheme's implementation the cities of Malabon, Valenzuela, 
MMDA Traffic О} "BAO Cen- the southbound lane traveled at because it coincided with the De- Las Pifias, Parahaque, Marikina, 
‘er Көзне PURA Angelito 25:73 koh. partment of Public Works and Navotas, Manila, Pasay, Quezon 
г Eaesuiye а р Meuobase also repored that Highway’ project patching pot Ciy, and the municipality of Pa- iso Ru 
Vergel 48 06 8008 а Pagi. passenger buses now traveled at holes along Bdsa'y northbound teros, abide by the scheme. E RS 
and Dimasalang Streets has been 2242 kph on Edsa's northbound lane. However, the cities of Makati, = 
асраи and southbound lanes. Under the scheme, govern Mandaluyong and Muntinlupa, 
sedo vehicles. | Manila on "Пас on Edsa improved ment workers were required to and the municipality of Taguig 
Qué Avenue Are advised po SUB И the past two days," work from 7 a.m, tod pam. while mid they were against the imple- 
tum right to Araneta Avenue MMDA Traffic Operations Center private employees were asked to mentation of the scheme. r am 
suaigh to C3 Road then to Rizal 4 
‘Avenue Ext. toward Jose Aba š a " ; . мена »5 Э 29 
Gm A gift of I lihood for boy's family олиш 
Also, motorists could turn left 1 о Ive 1 00 or 0 5 tami 1 7 
from Quezon Avenue to Araneta a 
Avenue then to Aurora Boule- By Ruth L, Navarra Flores as a playful and active livelihood for the family E 
vard straight to Ramon child who participated inclass. Тһе city has given the mother 1 
Magsaysay Boulevard straight to THIS CHRISTMAS, a simple act Lately, however the boy no of Flores, Tita, a carinderia show- 
C.M. Recto, of kindness is better than any- longer paid attention inthe class, case of pots, pans, stove and din- 
‘The traffic chief advises Project thing that could be wrapped. Flores, the second of four boys, nerware worth around P10,000. 
6 jeepney drivers to take Timog Ја the hundreds of letters that then told her that he had been They were also given three food 
and Tomas Morato, and Project 8 Mandaluyong City received for helping his mother selling packages for their Noche Buena EE i 
rivers to pass through Scout their annual gift-giving program cigarettes at nights to help his and P8,000 cash. 
Chuatoco or Del Monte Avenue dubbed as "Dear Mayor,” опе mother support their family. Tita’ Flores sald that they 
instead of Quezon Avenue, stood out, Their father died when he was would set up their carinderia at 
Organizers of the funeral pro- The letter, which was read in 9years old. their home at 794 Sinag St, Brgy. 
cession for the late actor expect Maysilo Circle yesterday, came Опсе, Gonzales recalled, the Mauway, Mandaluyong. 
bout а million of his sympathiz- from a teacher of a grade five boy gave her a piece of candy Оп the same program, 14 dis- 
ers to assemble in the area of the class in Highway Hills Elemen- then quickly гап out ofthe class, abled residents received 
Sto. Domingo Church along Que- tary School. Gonzales found herself eying wheelcals and strollers, fom 
топ Avenue. in a three-page letter on a yel- when she realized she was hold- private companies and individu- 
He said the MMDA would de- low pad, pet Gonzales nar- ing the livelihood of Flores’ fami- als. ài none INSPECTION DATES: JAN. 13 - 18, 2005 
оу 125 motorcycle unitsand as- rated how an 11-year-old Roger ly Yet, Roger gave it to her. ‘Today, around 36,000 families оғ heparin (ANNO e 
Tips fixed posts to 500 traffic en- Flores touched Hyearold Roger Y wrote Mayor Neptali Gon- will receive a P300-worth of pail 02 )9в4-6741. (02)984-6753 . (02)984-0215/16, 
fore. , She said that she had known zales П asking for a permanent of goodies from the city. mal us тифлат car" Ng ww чөн ewm беттем cng 
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(63 pm; UCLA YS Мей. 
Gan Sate; 10 ай; ES- 
PN Bobby Knight meds Compiled by L. Manguiat 
scd pupi Steve Alori even as he Bruins aco the Spartans. 

NBA— е Knicks 830 am. (9 pm); Solar Sors Dios 
vists Now York. 

FOOTBALL: Span Footbal! League; tomorow at 4 am; ES- 
PN Reat Madrid meets Sevila. 

‘Schetias subject to change without priar noce. 
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Rosales, desi a toasts of 200 


PACQUIAO: MERIT 
Awards night 
set Jan. 13 


J-RO and Pacman. 

‘Two individuals of different statures, 
but enjoyed similar amount of success 
in the year about to end. 

From Georgia to Las Vegas in a week's span 
last summer in the United States; golf star Jen- 
nifer Rosales and ring idol Manny Pacquiao 
showcased the stuff Filipino uthletes are made of 
as they turned in worthy performances in the 
face of world-class opposition. 

Rosales, the lady they fondly called J-Ro, end- 
ed her long ttle drought in the tough LPGA Tour 
by winning the Chick-Fil-A Championship at the 
‘expense of some of the world's finest golfers in 
‘Stockbridge, Georgia. 

The triumph, worth $240,000 (P13.44 mil- 
lion), cemented Rosales starus'as one of the 
game's emerging stars, a reputation she would 
further enhance by year's end when she crashed 
the Top 10 of the tours money list. 

Barely а week after that, Pacquiao battled 
World Boxing Association and International 
Boxing Federation featherweight champion 
Juan Manuel Marquez to a controversial split 
draw during their highly-anticipated 12-round 
tide fight at the MGM Grand Arena. 

The 26-year-old pride and joy of General San- 
tos City dubbed Pacman, floored his tough Mexi- 
can foe three times in the first round, and if not 
for a contentious scoring by one of the judges, 
could have won his third world title. 

‘Together, their impressive exploits are defi- 
nitely one for the ages, living proof that Filipino 
athletes are truly world-class. 

‘Owing to that and for warming the hearts of 
Filipino fans in these tying times, the Philippine 
Sportswriters Association (PSA) last night 
named Rosales and Pacquiao as its Sponswom- 
anand Sportsman of the Year. They will be hon- 
огей during the PSA Annual Awards Night on 
Jan. 13 at the Manila Pavilion. 

The two lead the more than 60 athletes and 
entities to be feted during a 90-minute rite to be 
held by the country’s oldest group of media prac- 
titioners. 

‘The award will be a record third straight for 
Pacquiao, having been also bestowed the highest 
accolade given by the PSA in 2002 and 2003. The 
25-year-old Rosales made it for the first time. 

ROSALES) A2S 
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ESPINAS 


Rosales, Pacquiao share top PSA honors for 2004 


From page А25 

Special awards are to be given to 
billiards player Alex Pagulayan for 
winning the 2004 World Pool 
Championship in Taipei and 
Olympians Jasmin Figeuroa and 
Marie Antoinette Rivero following 
their inspiring showing in the 
“Athens Olympics. 

Fourtime PBA Most Valuable 
Player Alvin Patrimonio isthe tecipi- 
ent of the Presidential Award while 
outgoing Philippine Olympic Com- 


mittee president Celso Dayrit will be 
honored with the Leadership Award. 
Chess Grandmaster Nelson Mari- 
ano and GM-candidate 
Paragua head the recipients of the 
major awards that include Liza del 
Rosario (bowling), Francisco "Djan- 
go” Bustamante and Efren "Bata" 
Reyes (billiards), Rhyan Tanguilig 
(cycling), Gabriel Espinas (amateur 
basketball), Angelo Que (golf) and 
Pat Dilema (horseracing). 
Eleven-year-old chess player 


Mark 


Pacquiao 


II in peril? 


No deal yet on fight terms 


By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


THE SECOND encounter between Ring Magazine feather- 
weight king Manny Pacquiao and WBA/IBF champ Juan 
Manuel Marquez is not yet etched in stone. 


Ignacio Beristain, the manager 
of Marquez, declared the other 
day that although the fight be- 
tween his ward and Pacquiao has 
already been announced to take 
place on Feb. 26 in Las Vegas, the 
proposed fight is still “shaky at 
best” as “it has not yet been nego- 
tiated.” 

Sources in Mexico said the 
Marquez and Pacquiao camps 
have not agreed fight terms and 
purses. 

"In Las Vegas, they have al- 
ready set the date for him (Mar- 
quez) to fight Pacquiao, but the 
reality is that there is nothing,” 


web: 


“For this fight to push through, 
we must first sit down to negoti- 
ate the contract.” 

Beristain said he plans to talk 
to officials of Top Rank, promoter 
of Marquez, about the details of 
the much-awaited fight. 

“But let me tell you this, Mar- 
quez is already training in the 
mountains for this fight and we 
are ready for Pacquiao,” the man- 
agersaid. 

The Feb. 26 showdown be- 
tween two of the world’s finest 


Beristain said in an interview 
with a leading Mexican boxing 

PACQUIAO (right) mixes it up close quarters with world dual champ 
Juan Manuel Marquez. The clash ended in a split draw. 


Wesley So will receive the years 
Tony Siddayao award, given to ex- 
ceptional young athletes. 

То be elevated to the Hall of 
Fame are former Asian sprint 
queens Lydia de Vega-Mercado and 
Mona Sulaiman of athletics and 
basketball greats Carlos Loyzaga 
and Lauro Mumar of basketball 

The complete tst of awardees: 

‘Sportswoman/Spotsman ofthe Year 

denier ВосгеуМалпу Paquiao 


featherweights will be a grudge 
rematch. Their 
counter ended in a split draw de- 
spite three knockdowns suffered 
by the Mexican in the first round. 

Pacquiao, fresh off a fourth- 
round stoppage of Thai Fahsan 
3K Battery last Dec. 11 in Taguig, 
is said то be undergoing light 
training in General Santos Ci 

He is scheduled to leave f 
United States to hook up with 


‘exPagulayen 
“asmin Арта 
Mare Алолейе Rivero 
Presidential Award 
Mhin Patimorio 
Major Awards 


“Bala” Reyes (bilaris) 
yan Талы (суон) 
Gebr Espinas (amateur 
Angelo Que (gol) 


previous en- in early January. 


ed to him by his U: 

Murad Muhammad, 

birthday recently. 
‘The contract sets 


the Mexican 


Morales. 


ring le 


Mark Paraguaieison Mariano II (cess) 
Liza dd Rosario owing) 
Francisco “Django” Bustamanietinn 


‘American trainer Freddie Roach 


Pacquiao reportedly refused to 
sign a two-fight contract present- 


showdown with Marquez as well 
asa proposed rumble in July with 


Pati Diea (horseracing) 
Tory Siddayao Award 
Wiesiey So 

Leadership Award 

Celso Dayrit 

Hall of Fame 


Posthumous 


Boy Arazas, Agustin Callao, Fely Fajardo, 
Purita Negal Jacinto, Faustino Medina, Boy 
Mendez, Erie Singson, Teddy Alarero 


basketbol 
Citations 


Mora Sutaimar ia de Vega (attics) 
Caloy LogagafLauro Mumar (basketbal) 


Randy Suico, Gabby dela Merced, Chot 
Reyes, Mateo Gudcell, Don Bosco, Michale 
Bungame Glenn Agular, AR Ramos, Ajou 
xeicoe Mauricio, Yolanda Mendigo, Jwe 
Pagunsan, Enrique Rala! Rosales, Mio BEST, 
Henry Оадті, Tagaytay Giy, Maric Gan- 
Фосл, Kenneth Sen Andres, Migue! Tebuena, 
JR Gonzales, Rodoto "Totoy" Топ, Har 
mie Esguera, Ato Badolato, Jayvee Agen, 
Rene Catan, Roy Venca, RP archery tam, 
‘vin Ting. Tyson Sy 

Outstanding National Sports Associa- 
tons Taekwondo, Badminton 


Philsoc plots RP 
bid for SEAG title 


PHILIPPINE Southeast 
Games organizing 


al meet. 


The meeting, slated in the first 
week of January, will also seek to 
identify the gold medal prospects of 


the Philippine contingent. 


“We will havea series of meetings 
with the NSA heads to assess our 
chances of beating Viemam, In- 
donesia and Thailand for the overall 
championship,” said Pagdanganan. 
The meeting will aso discuss the 
most cost-efficient way to run the 
budget-plagued Games, a sugges- 


Kaya, Army forge Globe 
Super Cup titular clash 


KAYA FC and Philippine Army 
crushed their respective rivals Mon- 
day to arrange a showdown for the 
NCREA Globe Handy Phone Super 
Cup football title today at the 
PhilSpons field in Pasig City 
Alfredo Gonzales knocked in 
three goals as Kaya blasted Far East- 
while Amy 
blanked University of Santo Tomas, 
60, for its fifth straight win in the 


S promoter, 
during his 


his Feb. 26 


em University, 5-1, 


gend Erik 


committee 
(Philsoc) chair Obet Pagdanganan 
will meet with heads of national 
sports associations to determine the 
country's chances of capturing the 
overall crown in next year's bienni- 


Asian tion made by the committee on 
ways and means headed by Philsoc 
vice chair Go Teng Kok. 

“While we want to have as many 
events and sports as possible, we are 
also looking at the cost efficiency of 
the program,” said Pagdanganan. 

He noted that the marketing arm 
of the SEAG 2005 has already start- 
ed work despite the fact that pre- 
valling economic conditions is af- 
fecting efforts to raise the resources 
required for hosting the Games. 

The ways and means committee 
has suggested that some spors 
could be eliminated to save on cost. 

“The Philsoc should be open to 
making adjustments so that we can 
wisely use our limited resources,” 
said Go, 


toumament organized by the Na- 
tional Capital Region Football Asso- 
ciation and sponsored by Globe. 

Kaya and Army clash at 7 p.m. 
today after the 4:30 contest be- 
tween FEU and UST for third place 

Gonzales struck in the third, 
68th and 77th minutes. 

Christian Lozano and Ariel Zer- 
mudo .produced the other Kaya 
markers. 


THERES this fear that the Tour Pilip- 
inas, the annual cycling spectacle thar 
never fails to light up the countryside, 
may not get on the road next summer. 

Reason given was lack of money. 

‘There were available funds, but these 
would also be spent for the staging of 
the 2005 Southeast Asian Games 

‘That's according to former Tour 
champ Jess Garcia Jr, who claimed or- 
ganizers should've not staged a two-day 
“Tour elimination race on Dec. 7-8 in the 
first place. 

Other than pay the P200 entry fee for 
the elimination series, cyclists had in- 
vested heavily with their time and 
equipment ahead of the Tour proper: 

Unfair, cried Cycling Jess, a native of 
Mangaldan who has spent a good part 
of his life supporting the Pangasinan 


Fearing for the Tour 


contingent year after year: 


OF course, there would be other big 
losers ifthe Tour gets shelved again. 

The multistaged cycling classic, 
which has produced worthy heroes 
from the working breed, has become a 
great part of Philippine summer. 

les the single most relevant national 
sports event that never fails to bring joy 
and hope in the grassroots areas. 

It would indeed be a pity if it gets 
shelved. 

‘The annual cycling marathon may be 
the only idea among poor kids in sleepy, 
far-flung barrios of what true sports is 
all about. 

The SEA Games may indeed bea mon- 
штета! event, but small people have 
reason to fear the shelving of the Tour. 


Bare EYE 


Recah Trinidad 


THERES a possibility a new Philippine 
Sports Commission chair may be named 
based mainly on the urgency of the situ- 
ation, not to mention the noise of power 
brokers. 

So far, two in the so-called trio left to 
contest the PSC top post have had their 
great share of publicity and endorse- 
ment from influential sectors. 


za, a gold medalist in the 1994 Asian 
taekwondo championship. 

ic may sound odd, but Atienza was 
not too willing to stand on that rare feat 
in his bid for the PSC chairmanship. 

Winning medals and running а na- 
tional sports agency are го torally dif- 
ferent concerns, the son of Manila May- 
or Lito Atienza swears. 

But you have the strongest backer in 
your father, Ali was told by this re- 
porter. 

“Sorry, sir, but its not in his style to 
pull strings for us,” the young Atienza 
explained. "He leaves us to fight our 
own fight." 

For the record, Ai also happens to 
head Manila Sports Council, which has 
been staging the Manila Youth Games. 


‘The successful Kasali Ka! grassroots 
sports development program was also 
his brain 

Of course, these could be insignifi- 
cant in the eyes'of those who would 
make the final pick for the PSC top post. 

But hold it. Ali, the youngest among 
the aspirants, may not have strong 
backers. 

Bur he's the only one among those 
running for the PSC chairmanship 
who's ready and willing to set up a na- 
tional sports academy. 

In case, youre wondering, this 
academy happens to be the program 
backbone of successful sports countries 
like China and Australia. 

Setting up one here should help end 
the long-running mediocrity in Philip- 
pine sports. 
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Purefoods shoots 
for No.4 vs Fe 


PUREFOODS would have wanted some- 
thing grander to shoot for on a night 
which the PBA picked to host a formal 
farewell party for the greatest player ev- 
er to wear the team's uniform. 

But as itis, the TJ Hotdogs will be gunning for 
а бе for the No. 4 spot when they face the FedEx 
Express at 6:30 pam. today in the Gran Matador 
Philippine Cup at the Philsports Arena. 

Then again, even with a win, the TJ Hotdogs 
share of fourth place is dependent on San Miguel 
Beer, which has to lose a game or two to keep 
Purefoods’ hopes alive for the No. 4 slot. 

“The No. 3 and 4 teams at the end of the elimi- 
nation round will have twice-to-beat edges going 
into the wild card phase. 

‘The TJ Hotdogs (8-9) are embroiled ina three- 
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= 
uperal storms 


ahead by 10 in 
Young Guns golf 


WOLEN Superal carded an im- 
pressive four-over-par 76 from 
the blue tees and stormed 
ahead by 10 strokes in the 
boys? 12 years division in the 
Young Guns 2004 Internation- 
al jungolf championships at the 
Legends course of the Manila 
Southwoods Golf and Country 
Club in Carmona, Cavite. 

But except for Superal’s stir- 
ring show tight duels punctuated 
the first day of the foreign-fla- 
vored tournament. 

Superal, aching to make 
amends for a disqualification in 


at presstime in Laoag 
City. 

The top three spots 
have already been 
conceded to Talk N 
‘Text, Ginebra and 
Shell. 

Incaseofatieatthe 
No. 4 spot, there will 
be a one-game playoff 
fora two-way tie. 

In the other game, 
Red Bull and Sta. Lucia 
Realty hope to avoid 
the last two playoff 
berths in the wildcard 
phase. Coming off a 
three-game slide, the 


STANDINGS 


Realty 

“stil playing 

atpresstime 

GANES TODAY 

(Phlsports Arena) 
4pm—Red Bull 
vs Sta. Lucia Really 

6:30 p.m.—FedEkvs. 

Pureloods 


9. 


comfortable lead in the 7 years 


his previous outing, used his 
power off the tee to break away 
from Franz Olea, who had an 86. 


bracket. He shot a 43 to lead 
Joseph Kano by five strokes. 
‘The girls’ competitions saw 


KERBY Raymundo hopes to lead the Hotdogs 
tothe No.4 spot in the wild-card phase. 


comered fight for the fourth slot with the Beer- 
men (8-8) and the Alaska Aces (8-9). The Beer- 
men and the Barangay Ginebra Kings are playing 


Barako (6-10) are hoping to check their misfor- 
tunes, overtake the Express (6-10) and further 
bury the Realtors (5-11) in the pits. June Navarro. 


Remo Fueg, whose famlly is 
based in Switzerland, and the 
fancied Miguel Tabuena shot 
identical 73s and shared the lead 
in the 10 years category. 

AR Ramos also found compa- 
ny at the top in Mark Anthony 
Arevalo afier both submitted 9- 
hole scores of 37. 

Cebu bet Jan Jan Ybanezs 75 
put him one stroke up on Marcel. 
Puyatin the 11 years class, and JP 
de Claros 72 led Jefferson Go 
(73) inthe9 years category of the 
event sponsored by the Intema- 
tional Container Terminal Ser- 
vices Inc. (ICTSD, Smart Kids, 
Gatorade, Absolute Mineral Wa- 
ter Golf Depot through Joey 
Mendoza, Egay San Luis, Provil, 
Share Exchange and Manila 
Southwoods. Bellevue in Ala- 
bang, isthe official hotel. 

Justin Faustino Dy had a more 


Regina de Guzman and four oth- 
er opening up commanding 
leads heading into todays final 
round, 

De Guzman fired an 80 and 
showed up Angelika Datingaling 
by 18 shots in the 12 years class. 

Ma-an Legaspi retumed a 74 
to post a 10-stroke lead over 
Katya dela Cruz in the division for 
11 year olds, while Cristina Po- 
tenciano tallied a 75 that gave 
her a nine-shot spread over An- 
gela de Villa in the 10 years cate- 
gory De Villa fired an 84. 

‘Andie Unson and Jamie Yu led 
the 9 years and 8-under divisions, 
respectively 

Unson, scoring an 80, finished 
the day five up on Marve Mosalve | 


Southridge nips Ateneo 
for RR under-14 crown 


SOUTHRIDGE School banked on а 
strike by Migs Itchon in the 29th 
minute to beat defending champion 
‘Ateneo, 1-0, and top the National 
Capital Region leg of the 2004 Red 
Ribbon Football Fiesta at the Ate- 
neo pitch in Katipunan on Sunday. 

Southridge striker Justus Fieldler 
was brought down just outside the 
box, and Itchon rose to the occasion 
by curling a direct free kick over the 
‘Ateneo defensive wall 

Nathan Alquiros, Southridges 
team captain, parmered with Greg- 
gy Yang to dictate the pace in the 
first half. Alquiros was later named 
the tournament's MVP 

The bigger, heftier Ateneans 


* Borja splashes 
way to 2nd gold 


BACOLOD CITY—Eleven-year-old prodigy 
Banjo Borja stole the thunder from the veter- 
ans Monday in the national tryouts of the 
Philippine Amateur Swimming Association at 
the Panaad Olympic pool. 

Borja, a native of Laguna, clocked 2:28.85 
to break the qualifying time of 2:30.50 in the 
200 IM. He was the only entry to qualify on 
the second day of the four-day event. 

"It was amazing, I didn't know that I beat 
the qualifying mark,” said Borja, who also 
took home his second gold medal after beat- 
ing Anjo Mabus and Jesse Ariola. 

Borja also won the gold in the boys' 11-12 
class. With his feat, Borja boosted his chances 
to get his first ever slot in the national team 
age-group division this year. 


tried to step up the attack in the sec- 
ond half, but solid defending by 
Daniel Kahn, stopper Adrianne 
Bemardo and goalkeeper Andy Tan 
repeatedly foiled the hosts. 

Southridge coach Chito Manuel 
thanked the parents of his wards for 
contributing to the team’s victory. 

‘The events the official Under-14 
tournament ofthe Philippine Foot- 
ball Federation and was organized 
in Meno Manila by Domeka Gara- 
mendi, its depury-general secretary. 

The tournament also served as a. 
scouting ground for the LEAD Insti- 
tute For Sport, which is teaming up 
with the РЕР in searching for mem- 
bers of the RP Under-14 team. 


and Yu's nine-hole effort of 33 
was seven shots better than the 
40 of Princess Superal, the 
younger sister of Wolen. 


Super 2-cock 
derby at 
Pasay today 


ABOUT 150 fights are 
scheduled at the star to- 
day of the "Super 2-Cock 
Ulutan with Fastest К 
derby at the aircondi- 
tioned Pasay City Cock- 
pit. The event, which 
kicks off at 9am. is 
‘supported by Sagupaan 
Complexor 3000, Sagu- 
paan Mite Free and 
Sagupaan B-50 Forten. 
The total guaranteed 
prizeat stake is 
P300,000 while entry fee 
is P2,200, according to 
derby host еге! Cabial. 
‘The champion wil get 
10,000; second placer, 
P8000; third, P5,500: 
Tourth to sith, P3,000 
plus a microwave oven 
each. The seventh to 
tenth placers wil receive 
one sack of rice and a 
rice cooker each. Thare- 
‘maining champions will 
share in the P100,000 
prie. In the fastest ki 
category, the winner wil 
get P30,000 and a per~ 
sonal refrigerator; sec- 
‘ond placer P20,000 and 
21-inch color TV; third, 
P15,000 and washing 
machine. Registration of 
entries start at 7 a.m. to- 
бау. For inquiries, сай 
8431890, 8431746 and 
8166750. 


Rich Active 
chess tilt set 


THE COUNTRY'S richest 
Active Chess tournament 
fies ой on March 4 next 
year athe Speaker Jose 
B, Laurel Memorial Gym- 
nasium in Tanauan Cy. 
The tournament, ile as 
the ist Tanauan Chess 
Open--Mayors Cup, 
dangles P100,000 or the 
champion, sai the orga 
nizing Active Chess Cen- 
ter of Asa The eventis 
backed by the Fist Asia 


I i 
TRIATHLON BRASS 
Triathlon Association of the Philippines (TRAP) president and Asian 
representative to the International Triathlon Union (ITU) executive board 
Tom Carrasco (center, standing), with TRAP secretary general Ramon 
Marchan (left) and coaching commission chair Raul Cuevas, keep in touch 
with ITU president Les McDonald (seated left) and vice president Chic 
Igaya of Japan during the ITU congress in Vancouver, Canada, recently. 
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PHILADELPHIA—Allen Iverson 
became only the seventh player in 
NBA history to score at least 50 
points in consecutive games, but 
he fouled out with 4.5 seconds left, 
putting Mehmet Okur on the line 
for the winning freethrows in 
Utah’s 103-101 victory over the 
76ers on Monday night. 

Iverson followed up his S4 point game 
in Milwaukee with 51 thistime, becoming 
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Utah spoils Iverson’s 51 


Chicago puts on good show for His Airness, 


the first Sixers player to score 50 in back- 
to-back games and the first Philadelphia 
player to accomplish the feat since Wilt 
‘Chamberlain for the Warriors in 1962. 

‘The last NBA player to score 50 points 
їп consecutive games was Antawn Jami- 
son in December 2000 with the Golden 
State Warriors. Iverson joined Rick Barry, 
Elgin Baylor, Chamberlain, Bemard King, 
Michael Jordan and Jamison as the only 
players to accomplish the feat. 

Tn ‘Chicago, Ben Gordon scored 23 


ANO'NG 
COMICS TRIP 


A Choose from the titles below: 


points with Michael Jordan in attendance, 
and Chicago beat Portland, 92-87, for its 
fourth consecutive victory. 

Eddy Curry added 18 points and Kirk 
Hinrich 17 for Chicago, which has won 
four straight for the frst time since Jor- 
dan's 1998 championship team won 13 in 
а row. The Bulls are 8-6 since their 0-9 
start. 

His Aimes received a loud standing ova- 
tion when he appeared on the jumbotron. 
before the start of the fourth quarter, and 
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the Bulls used the energy to their edge. 

In Houston, Yao Ming scored a season- 
high 40 points and Tracy McGrady added 
34 points and 12 rebounds, leading Hous- 
ton over Toronto, 114-102. 

In Denver, Quentin Richardson tipped 
in a shot at the buzzer to help Phoenix ex- 
tend its winning streak to nine games with 
2 107-105 victory over Denver. 

Inothergames, Washington edged Gold- 
en State, 103-101, while Memphis am- 
bushed the Los Angeles Lakers, 82.72. АР 
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IVERSON: Not enough to save Sixers, 


Shaq warns 
Kobe: Keep 
out of lane 


MIAMI—Shaquille O'Neal has some advice 
for former teammate Kobe Bryant when the 
rivals play against each other for the first 
time—stay out of the lane. 

“tf you've got a Corvette that runs into a brick 
wall, you know what's gonna happen,” he said. 
“He's a corvette. I'm a brick wall. So you know 
whats gonna happen." 

O'Neal and his new team, the Miami Heat, 
play Bryant and the Lakers on Saturday in Los 
Angeles. The two feuded for most of his time 
there. O'Neal asked to be traded to Miami in the 
offseason after the Lakers lost to Detroit in the 
NBA Finals. 

"A lot of people think you have to have a rela- 
tionship to play together and win champi- 
onships," O'Neal said. “Thats not true at all and 
it was evident. But you have to have respect.” 

"Were we ever close? Not really Did 1 respect 
his game? Of course did." 

Bryant said last week that he couldn't reach 
O'Neal to ralk to him before the trade because he 
didn’t have his phone number. O'Neal said he 
had no reaction to that. 

“Because 1 know how he really is. Ive been 
trying to say that for eight years. But you have to 
lookat he individuals and see what type of peo- 
ple that they are." 
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Torre, Paragua eye world chess seats 


ASIAS First Grandmaster World Chess Championships where to the world championships. Having gotten more experience last 18 Chess Olympiads. He distin- 
Eugene Torre and GM-can- Torre and Paragua are hoping to ‘The 20-year-old Paragua eventu- and gaining Elo rating with impres- guished himself by reaching the 
didate Mark Paragua will camretumtickes. ally managed to qualify through the sve stints in several international candidates stage of the 1984 world 
a NND qeu d ette reo он 

sai yualif ірой, h f ling sec- place ef in the recent Sir an Gh li i 

eue ee mic dendum кез ол rep 
Championship from Jan. 14 their final round assignments the Asian 3.2a zonaleeliminations in qualifying again and improving on Тоте and Paragua, along with 
to 23 next year at the Hotel against FM Hameed Mansour Ali Vung Tau, Vietnam. his world championship perfor- GM Joey Antonio and IM Jayson 
Riviera Suites in Kerala, In- Kadhi of Yemen and GM Surya Paragua and Dableo, however, mance. Gonzales, powered the Philippines 
dia. Sekhar Ganguly of India, respec- bowed in the first round to Super The 52-year-old Torre, on the to 17th place in the 2004 Calvia 

‘The Fide 11-round Swiss system tively. Those ‘setbacks yanked them GMs Victor Bologan and Liviu-Di- other hand, has manned the top Olympiad. ММ Marlon Bernardi- 

TORRE: Bound for India. tournament offers 13 slots for the out of the top 10 who all advanced  eterNisipeanu, respectively. board for Team Philippines in the no, Contributor 
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Only 
Cesar 
showed 
up in 
Lucena 


Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau 


LUCENA CITY—The 
members of the city 
council lambasted 
the organizers of the 
Metro Manila Film 
Festival-Philippines 
for the absence of 
popular movie stars 
in the much-awaited 
“parade of stars” that 
was held here last 
Saturday. 

Councilor Dada Ca- 
bana said film festival 
officials should ex 
plain and publicly 
apologize for the no: 
show. 

She said the city 
government had spent 
considerable time and 
effort to promote the 
event through the 
print and broadcast 
media. 

“All the people, 
most of them even 
coming from neigh- 
boring towns, lined up 
early along the route 
of the parade expect- 
ing to see their favorite 
movie stars," she said 
in a privilege speech 
before the city council 
last Monday. 

“But to their dis- 
may, only one major 
star showed up,” she 
added. 

‘Actor Cesar Mon- 
tano, who is also pro- 
ducer and director of 
the Visayan movie 
“Panaghoy sa Suba,” 
опе of the eight festi 
val entries, was the 
only big sar who 
showed up for the pa- 
rade, 

Montano сапе 
with lesser known ac- 
tors and actresses who 
failed to excite the 
throngs of local resi- 
dens who waited 
along the parade 
route. 


Tax incentives 

Cabana pointed out 
that the support of the 
city council in the pro- 
motion of the event 
transcended the bitter 
political division 
among local legisla- 
tors. 

She said the frac- 
tious council members 
have agreed to grant 
the film festival entries 
at least 60 percent tax 
incentives as an ex- 
pression of support. 

She said Lucena 
City Mayor Ramon Ta- 
laga Jr. and organizers 
of the fim festival 
have entered into a 
memorandum of 
agreement — saying 
each of the eight festi 
val entries would have 
at least one major star. 
riding the float pre- 
pared for the parade 
ofstars. 

The city council, 
along with SM Foun- 
dation, prepared eight 
oats fully decked 
with foral arrange- 
ments. But only five of 
the floats carried the 
group of movie siars 
led by Montano. 

The remaining 
three floats carried 
members of the local 
media and city hall 
employees. 

"It is clear that the 
MMFF. organizers 
failed to do their part 
оГ the contract, which 
caused embarrass- 
ment on the part of the. 
city government,” Ca- 
bana said. 

Metropolitan Mani- 
la Development Au. 
thority Chair Bayani 
Fernando is also chait 
of the film festival ex: 
ecutive committee this 
yea. 
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GMA Network’s ex-publicity 
manager charged with perjury 
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“EARTHSEA,’ 


with Isabella Rossellini playing a high priestess who 
has custody of an amulet of peace that has 
humans and dragons for centuries. 


sured harmony between 


Hallmark offers 
innovative lineup 
of films and shows 


‘THE HALLMARK Channel's inno- 
vative lineup of films and TV se- 
ries for 2005 leads off with the 
groundbreaking television ven- 
ture, "Child of Our Time,” which 
airs in January. 

‘The family “infotainment” pro- 
gram catalogues a new British gen- 
eration as they develop into adult- 
hood. The experiment involves 25 
different families, and follows the 
children over a 25-year period. It 
aims to uncover the truth behind 
theories on child growth and de- 
velopment, like the impact of play- 
ing music or talking to а baby in 
the womb, and how much human 
personality is inherited. 

‘The series also examines key 
influences in society and the way 
genes work in a particular envi- 
ronment, to provide a clearer an- 
эмет to the question, “nature or 
nurture?” 

Fascinating. Lers make it a 
point to follow the series when it 
starts screening on Hallmark. 

February brings "I Do (But I 
Dont)” a romantic comedy 
about falling in love, falling apart 
and giving love another chance. 
March offers two engaging tales 
that span the ages—"Hans Chris- 
tian Andersen: The Fairyteller" 
and "The Lives of Saints. 

April ushers in the superb TV 
adaptation of the award-winning 
“Earthsea,” with Isabella Rosselli- 
ni playing a high priestess who has 
custody of an amulet of peace that 
has insured harmony between hu- 
mans and dragons for centuries. 
But the amulet is broken ín two 
and peace is in peril until a boy us- 
es his magical powers against 
Earthsea's enemies. 

Mays Mothers Day Special, 
“Black Water Lightship,” is about 
a man dying of AIDS who asks a 
sister to sift through some painful 
memories. The process is daunt- 
ing, bur the secrets unearthed 
have a liberating effect on their 
family. 

June brings the Father's Day ti- 
tle, "Fielder's Choice," about aca 
Teerobsessed executive who is 
suddenly tasked ro be the surro- 
gate dad of his autistic nephew. 

These and other treats were 
previewed recently in Manila, 
when Simon Lai, Hallmark's VP 
for Sales and Business Develop- 
ment, Asia Pacific, met with me- 
dia people to appraise them of 
the channel's plans for the com- 
ing year. 

With Simon at the helm, Hall- 
mark has experienced speedy dis- 
tribution growth in Asia, and is 
now being seen in more than 20 
‘countries in the region, 

Other viewing highlights on 
the channel early next year: 

“Five Days to Midnight—a 
mild-mannered professor desper: 
ately tries to foil the prophecy of 
his own murder. 

*Plainsong." A Hallmark Hall 
of Fame presentation, this film fo- 
cuses on a prairie community and 
reinforces the importance of 
friendship and family 

“Just Cause." Two lawyers face 
enormous odds to take on cases 
no one else will touch. 

“Strong Medicine 
doctors confront a wide range of 
medical and emotional problems. 

‘Just Desserts” In 'this 
delectable story of love and con- 
fection, two warring pastry chefs 
discover a common passion— 
and the perfect recipe for ro- 
mance and success. 

“The Trail to Hope Rose.” In 


THE MAKATI City Prosecutor’s Office filed 
a criminal case of perjury against former 
GMA Network Entertainment TV publicity 
manager Ma. Theresa “Tet” Defensor for 
making allegedly false and malicious state- 
ments against GMA senior vice president 
for Entertainment TV Wilma Galvante. 

Galvante's complaint of perjury 
stemmed from the libel charge filed by ac- 
tress Kris Aquino against GMA Network top 
executives and Defensor. 

In her sworn statement to answer 
Aquino's libel charge, Defensor said the 
column feed that Aquino called libelous 
had come from both Galvante and GMA 
Corporate Communications OIC Butch 
Raquel. 

Galvante said Defensor's statement was 


false and malicious because Galvante had 
no knowledge at all of the column feed nor 
had she seen it at any time before or after 
Defensor e-mailed it to newspaper colum- 
nists 
Galvante pointed out that she was out of 
the country at the time the e-mail was sent. 
Second Assistant Prosecutor Henry 
M. Salazar, who investigated the case, 
found as fact that Galvante was indeed in 
the United States and Canada when Defen- 
sor claimed the column feed was given to 
her оп June 2 and that Galvante was in Chi- 
na from July 10 to 13 when Defensor 
claimed her superiors had pressured her in- 
signing a statement dated July 12 own- 
ig responsibility for the column feed and 
its publication. 


Salazar concluded that Defensor made 
false assertions in her counter-affidavit to 
Aquino's libel charge, and that the asser- 
tions were “willful and deliberate to avoid 
and shift criminal responsibility.” 

GMA Network counsel Gener E. Asun- 
cion of Belo Gozon Elma Parel Asuncion 
and Lucila Law Office said that the ruling 
of the prosecutor destroyed Defensor's 
claim that GMA Network executive man- 
agement was the source of the controver- 
sial column feed and that she was a mere 
instrument in disseminating it to the me- 
dia. 

GMA 7 dismissed Defensor for sending 
the e-mail and for acts of dishonesty, which 
it said placed the company and its officers 
in bad light and embarrassment. 


‘Miss Saigon’ performer at Beck’s Bar . 


JUST when you thought Malate had 
very few surprises left in terms of 
nightlife entertainment, Beck’s Bar at 
the Grand Boulevard Hotel unleashes 
its best-kept secret: Filipino-Australian 
Dex de Rosa, who belts out tunes that 


make one's heart go all a-flutter. 

Dex, fresh from a two-year stint in 
London's West End as a member of 
the cast of "Miss Saigon,” performs 
every Friday of December at Beck's. 


ists of classics 


by Sinatra, Dean Martin, Harry Con- 
nick Jc and their ilk, as well as Taga- 
log songs, all rearranged to sound 
fresher and hipper. 

His shows start at 8:30 p.m. No 
coveror minimum charge. 


DEXDEROSA 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor 
U. Torre 


this Western, honor and revenge. 
come hard for a former outlaw 
making amends with the past. 
With Ernest Borgnine, Lou Dia- 
mond Phillips and Lee Majors. 

“Vinegar Hill” A haunting film 
about the lies that bind and de- 
stroy the family and the salvation 
that can only come from the 
truth. Starring Betty Buckley and 
Tom Ske 

We'll profile Hallmark's view- 
ing treats for the second half of 
2005 soonest. 


Feedback 

FROM Jose Mari Meycauayan of 
Binangonan, Rizal: “Congratula- 
tions for your numerous achieve- 
ments, You column is inspiring and 
informative. Your constructive crit- 
icism is needed by our TV-film peo- 
ple. 1 am one of your many fans; 
agree with your views and com: 
ments. You're a true and consistent 
person. Keep up the good work. 

“For my part, 1 would like to 
commend these outstanding fe- 
male and male TV personalities. 

“Female: Jessica  Soho-- 
brave, flexible, a pioneer. Love 
Afiover—funny, lovable, unique. 
Mel. Tiangco—professional, 
competent. Dina Bonnevie— 
good actress, articulate. Che Che. 
Lazaro—perfectionist a leader, a 
winner in medio. Korina 
Sanchez—achiever, — complete 
media person. 

“Male: Vie Sotto--natural host 
and comedian. Julius Babao— 
well-rounded person, confident. 
Butch. Francisco— intelligent, 
good host and critic. Paolo Ве- 
diones—has appeal, charisma and 
X-factor. Boy Abunda--very good 
at his craft. Ogie Alcasid —strives 
hard at everything." 


New films 

PAUL Giamatti stars in “Side. 
ways,” a "small" film that could 
be making big noises in the Gold- 
en Globe and Oscar awards. Gia- 
matti plays a divorced teacher 
and failed novelist. With his altar 
bound friend, he goes on a wine- 
tasting trip, during which they 
ponder questions about their di- 
rections in life. 

And Cameron Diaz topbills “In 
Her Shoes,” where she plays an 
irresponsible fun-loving woman. 
Contrastingly, her older sister is a 
high-powered lawyer. When their 
attempt to live together fails mis- 
erably, they go off in different di- 
rections to find the missing pieces 
in their lives. 

Programs include ‘Japan's War 
in Color" "Mysterious Hanging 
Coffins of China,” "The Chief 
Who Talks with God," "The Will 
to Win,” "White Tip's Journey" 
“Ultimate Explosions” and *Liv- 
ing with Tigers.” 


‘The Contender’ 

REALITY TV guru Mark Burnett 
(“Survivor”) has come up with his 
latest unscripted drama, "The 
Contender,” featuring Syivester 
Stallone. The series airs on AXN 
in January 2005. 

“The Contender” offers a mil- 
lion-dollar prize and a chance for 
16 aspiring boxers to become 
professional prizefighters. 
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Kalinga natives 
mine memories 


of FPJ 


By Desiree Caluza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


TOGON, Benguet--“Gratefully 
yours, Fernando Poe Jr." 


‘An undated photograph of the late actor Fer- 
mando Poe Jr. bearing this message was dis- 
played in one of the oldest buildings of Benguet 
Corp.at he Balatoc mines here the death of the. 
king of Philippine movies last week. 

The photo, owned by Benguet Corp., was put 
оп display to express the gratitude of residents 
to Poe who hired 250 migrant Kalingas from 
here to work as bit players in his movie "Ang 
Pagbabalik ng Probinsiyano" in 1997. 

"Perhaps, [FPJ] is meeting my mother in 
heaven and they are having fun," said Ma. 
"Theresa Pakipak, 39, a Kalinga native who grew 
‘up in the mining village and one of the bit play- 
ers in the FPJ movie. Pakipak visited the build- 
ing where Poe's photograph was displayed. 

Her mother was Lourdes Pitag, a Kalinga 
elder who was FPJ's coordinator and consul- 
tantin the 1997 movie. 

Mignon de Leon, vice president for admin- 
istration of Benguet Corp. Benguet district, 
said FPJ was well-loved by various tribal 
groups in the Balatoc mines because of his 
generosity. 

“Unlike other [directors and producers] 
who shot their films here, FPJ was not de- 
manding," said De Leon. "He knew how to re- 
paya debt of gratitude.” 

Delio Pasion, tourism manager of 
Benguet Corp., said they never expected 
film outfits to consider shooting their 
movies in Balatoc. 


z Е / 
GENEROUS VISITOR. Fernando Poe Jr. is 


remembered fondly in the mining community 
LOW SAAS 


Benguet Corp. opened the Balatoc mines 
tour in 1997, the first tourism venture of the 
mining company. 


People’s favorite 

Pasion said other actors like Christopher de 
Leon, Robin Padilla, Sharon Cuneta, Maricel 
Soriano, Matt Ranillo III, Victor Меп, Lorna 
"Tolentino, Cesar Montano and Rudy Fernan- 
dez have done movies in Balatoc. 

“But FPJ remains the residents’ favorite,” 
Pasion said. 

Pakipak said getting Kalinga natives to play 
bit roles in the movie was one of the reasons 
FPJ earned more votes than President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo in Kalinga in the May 10 presi- 
dential election. 

“When we learned that FPJ was going to 
‘campaign in Baguio, we went то the city im- 
mediately to be with him," Pakipak said 

“Ang Pagbabalik ng Probinsiyano” told the 
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sharing logelher 
5 all your favorite dishes 
at Kimpura. 


beer usua 
Set 15% discount 

on the Christmas boat 
and: 2096 discount 
on Feast for Four 


KIMPURA 3 


d 
Fine Japanese cuisine since 1970 9 
GREENHILLS 


Greenhills Shopping Center, Greenhills, San Juan Cily 
Tels. 721-8816 721-8869 + 721-0581 


MAKATI 


pm). Open for lunch and dinner on Ne 


SEMICON 


dream phone, 


aice & easy 


Convenient payment schemes at 0% interest. 
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SEMICON 
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i AYALA CINEMAS 


Movies/schedules may change without prior notice. For verification call 729-7777 
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GLORIETTA AYALA CENTER 


BENCH CHRISTMAS CONCERT | gumsiauromanc CENTER 
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Enrerranment LIVE! 


EENBELT 2: MUSIC STYLES FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
event URSDAVS TO SUN SU EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAYS 


REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents OH ROMEO 
at REP's GLOBE THEATER - January 14 to 30, 2005 


Picket аел! to. 


lu mco к 


Give them the gift 
of total entertainmen 


for only 


P200 


“Avallabie in өй Tetars/Chimara and Ayala Cinema: 
‘Glorietta 1 8 4, Greenbelt t & 3, Alabang Town Center and Ayala Center Cebu 
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Suburbia ends year with more shows 


SUBURBIA Bar on M. Adriatico in 
Malate, Manila, rocks with year-end 
surprises and the prospects of a 
2005 filled with more events, par- 
ties and gigs. 

After R&B band South Border's 
back-to-back performance — with 
K24/7 last Monday, and Sheryn Regis 


More Theatres of he New Milenio 


Cinema 2000 hoi al Mall 
(Sta. Resa, Lagona) tel (49) 63.0926 


1 RESERVED 
2 RESERVED 
Sea RESERVED. 


Cinema: 2000 Waltermart 
(Cata) їн 0) 55.583 


AFTER THESUNSET 
‘SAVED 

‘THE GRUDGE 
SEED OF CHUCKY 


Jon 
1 
5 


1 
Бы] 
Sense 
П 
Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 
(Gina) te (05) £146 


THE GRUDGE 
THE INCREDIBLE 
SEED OF CHUCKY 
CHRISTMAS WITH AKRANK. 


7 
Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
(Urdaneta) tei(075) 568.6771 

1 FOREVER MY LOVE 


2 POLAR EXPRESS 
Joam NATIONAL TREASURE 


(Catanatean City) tel (044) 463.3203 


Cinema 2000 Metrotown 


with Divo & Classified last night, Big 
Nite Out and Mocha with Spin Art 
perform tonight. 

K24/7, together with Juice, keeps 
the place swinging tomorrow night, 
Dec. 23. 

Suburbia takes a break on Dec. 24 
and25. 


Lianas MovieCity 
(casio) te (06) 55.722 
AFTER THE SUNSET 


SALAT 
seenoroaucky [tems 


Jean 


Mega Center Mall 


LE] 
POLAR EXPRESS 
NATIONAL TREASURE 


(Dagupan City) tel (075) 515.8469 


Fiesta World Mall 
(Lipa) te (043) 982.0790 


E 
‘ALEXANDER, 
SKY CAPTAIN 

sworo |, 

2 


(Пала: tel (045) 982.1729 
PASIVAM 

caus {1 

NATIONAL TREASURE #2 

Taree [320m 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES | PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


Jade Cinema 
(Angeles City) tel (045) 887.501 10 03 


(OUT OF REACH 
2 MIND HUNTERS 


(Angeles City) te (045) 887.0122 


ONE MISSED CALL 


NATIONAL TREASURE 
POLAR EXPRESS 


Centre Plaza Cinema. 
(Galanga, Batan) tel (047) 237.7007 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


(Райи) їн 047800 


POLAR EXPRESS 
SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 


It opens its doors again on Sunday, 
Dec. 26, with Squib Cake, 

Also performing are Chillworx with 
Classified on Dec. 27; Michael Cruz, 
Frenchie Dy and Escape on Dec. 28; Big 
Nite Out with Spice Band on Dec. 29; 
and Juice and Zyncxation on Dec. 30. 

A special New Years Eve count- 
down is slated on 
Dec. 31. 

Suburbia Bar is on 
its fifth year of pro- 
viding a venue for 
pulsating live music 
gigs, good food and 
cool drinks. The bar 
has established its 
name along with pre- 
mier and soughtaf- 
terbands in the coun- 
ty like Side A, 
Freestyle, South Bor- 
der, all regular per- 
formers at Suburbia, 

Suburbia Bar is 
now under new man- 
agement, operated 
by XAX Music Enter- 
tainment led by its 
president, Рао 
Kurosawa, XAX Mu- 
sic Entertainment is 
an. independent 
recording label 
which released the 
orginal soundtrack 
albums of the "End- 
less love" series, 
"Irene," "Love Letter" 
and "Loving You." 

XAX is also behind 
the recent debut al- 
bum of Faith (former- 
ly known as Carmela 
Cuneta), and the solo 
album of Joseph Al- 
dana “The Rockstar” 
(former vocalist of 
Rockstar2). 

Suburbia is open 6 
p.m. to 5 ат, Sun- 
day to Saturday, with 
aminimum charge of 


wi 
THE GHOST 


nam 


Cine Nepo 


MINSAVPA 
DARKNESS 


E 


Cine Nepo 


PASIAN 
NANG AK 


SKY CAPTAIN 
SHARKTALE 


acuzorü 


"MOVIEWORLD 


STA. ROSA 


2 DARKNESS 
3 BUKAS MAY UMAGA 


5 THE FORGOTTEN 


DASMARINAS ; 


1BUKAS MAY UMAGA 
2 THE FORGOTTEN 

3 CELLULAR 

4MAY 

5 DARKNESS 


IMUS 


1 NANG NAK 

2 BIRTH 

3MAY 

4 SHREK2 

5 NATIONAL TREASURE 
6 NED KELLY 


BACOLOD 


1 CELLULAR 

2 AFTER THE SUNSET 

3 NATIONAL TREASURE 
4 THE POLAR EXPRESS 
5 BRIDGET JONES 2 


(Onn &37-0007 
4 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 
4 SUPERBABIES: BABY GENIUSES 2 


EI 


тт 
болбо 47 1.6188 


mE 
игы adt nara 


6 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 


The : y 
Perfect Gift 
. AllYear Round | 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass 
to the Hottest Seats in town. 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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* REGIONAL CINEMAS * 


LIPA 


1 ALEXANDER 

2 PA-SIYAM 

3 BRIDGET JONES 2 
4 ONE MISSED CALL 
5 SEED OF CHUCKY 


ANGELES 


1 TAXI 
2 THE GRUDGE 


m 


3 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 


4 QUT OF REACH 


STARMILLS 


1THE SIN 
2 BUKAS MAY UMAGA 


3 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS. 


4TAXI 
Б AFTER THE SUNSET 
6 DARKNESS 


ILOILO 
4 WHITE CHICKS 


2 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 
3 NATIONAL TREASURE 
4 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 


5 SAW 
6 DARKNESS 


wi 


би Special discounts Ér volume purhases! 
Formatkeingand erenisesenations please cal 


Marketing Services Department at 687-795 to47 locals Vand 15 


(Ga) 312-5670 


(045) 892-2348. 


(033) 336-8070. 


P200++ (with 1 
standard drink), Call 
450-1685 to 86 for 
special events and 
other inquiries. 


Countdown 
in Makati 


THE MAKATI City 
government has in- 
vited Parokya ni 
Edgar, Bamboo, Kap- 
atid, among others, 
to perform at the 
Makati New Years 
Eve Countdown to be 
celebrated at the cór- 
ner of Paseo de Roxas 
and Ayala Avenue. 

Other performers 
who will take part în 
the show are Ela 
Mae Saison, Barbie's 
Cradle, Sandwich, 
Kitchie Nadal, Asin, 
Sponge Cola, Cam- 
bio, Itchyworms, 
Imago, Sugarfree, 
Orange & Lemon, 
Snafu Rigor & the AB 
"60s Band, and DJ Tr- 
ish & Maxspeed. 

Partygoers can al- 
so expect a fireworks 
show, especially pre- 
pared for the Makati 
event by the world’s 
best — pyrorechnies 
makers. This will be 
synchronized with a 
light and laser show 
and other special ef- 
fects. 

Makati has alio 
prepared games and 
will raffle off prizes 
while magicians, jug- 
glers, fire eaters, 
clowns and acrobats 
give away pany 
items. 

“We would like to 
make this special 
event a tradition to 
be celebrated annu- 
ally" says Mayor Je- 
jomar Binay, 

Hosted by televi 
sion hosts Toni Goh- 
zaga and Ryan Ag- 
oncillo, the event 
starts at 5 p.m. atid 
last until 12:30 am. 
the next бау. 

The Makati New 
Year's Eve Count: 
down is presented 
by Makati Mayor Je- 
jomar C. Binay, the 
City Government of 
Makati, and Smart 
Communications, 
with Ayala Land, the. 
Makati Commercial 
Estates Association, 
and the Ayala Cen- 
ter. 


(043) 757-3664 


(045) 876-1927 
(045) 961-5270 
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‘Lastikman’ young, 
hip, and different 


from ‘Cap 


IVA Films’ “Captain 
Barbell,” the top- 
grosser in last year's 


Metro Manila Film Festival 
(with now Sen. Bong Revilla 
in the title role), featured ће 
biggest number of organical- 
ly done special effects. 
Meaning, the effects were 

„shot first and later enhanced 
in the laboratory. 

‘This year, the Viva Films entry, 
“Lastikman,” will go down in movie 
history as the action-romance-fantasy 
film with the biggest number of 3-D 
computer graphic effects, and theyre 

» calculated to thrill not only the kids 
= but also the kids-at-heart. 

Mark Bautista gets a big promotion 
to stardom reprising the role of a 
stretching superman first played 
years ago by the late Von Serna and 
recently by Vie Sotto. The movie is di- 
rected by Mac Alejandro who also 
megged “Captain Barbell.” 

Besides the eye-popping special ef- 
fects, “Lastikman” features perhaps 
хм of the country's most glamorous 
stars in the roles of villains, John 

“Estrada and Cherie Gil, along with 
Danilo Barrios. 

Direk Mac describes John's charac- 

ter, Taong-aso, as “very comfortable 


hk. 
be said about Danilo, who plays the 
son of the taong-aso and who hates 
beinga villain but cannot do anything 
aboutit. d 
“The taong-aso (John) kills people, 


tain Barbell 


mostly women and children, and 
brings them home to Danilo,” says 
Мас. 

Cherie plays Lastika, initially 
more powerful than Lastikman 
who got his powers from the same 
tree which granted Lastika her 

own powers. 

It’s Macs first time to direct 

Mark whom, he finds “naive and 

endearing, lovable like a typical 
probinsiyano. He's just right for 
the role of the boy who turns 
into Lastikman when the need 
arises. I did a workshop with 
Mark before the shooting 
and he was good." 
Playing Mark's love in- 
terest is Sarah Geroni 
mo, whom Mac first di- 
rected in "Captain Bar- 
bell.” where Sarah 
played Bongs little 
sister. 
“Sarah has im- 
proved alot this year; 
says the director. “She 
should, because she 
had all of one year fora 
crash course in life." 
Asked how different 
“Lastikman” is from "Captain Bar- 
bell," Mac says, "very different." 

"astikmam' is very young and 

‘very hip, with young characters," he 
adds. 


with his life as a villain,” which can't 


TOGETHER AT LAST, Judy Ann Santos and Raymart play man and wife whose marriage is 


shattered by the enemy's arrival 


At long last love 


for Judy Ann, Raymar 


JUDY ANN Santos and Raymart Santiago 

:both became certified movie stars in the 
Nineties. She became the drama princess af- 
ter the successful soap, "Mara Clara." He was 
launched in the action-drama movie "Noel 
Juico: Batang Kriminal.” 

Raymart and Judy Ann have had their 
share of hit movies and hit TV shows but, until 
now they had never appeared in a teledrama 
ora movie together. 

BASFilm is proud to offer the first-ever 
pairing of two of today's most popular young 
actors. Raymart and Judy Ann star as man 
and wife whose wedded bliss is shattered by 
the arrival of the Japanese in the small 
“provincial town of San Nicolas. 

A film about courage, love and sacrifice set 
during the Japanese occupation of the Philip 
"pines, "Aishite Imasu (Mahal Kita) 1941 
written by Ricky Lee and directed by Joel 

“Lamangan. 

So why did it take a decade before Judy 
Ann and Raymart could do a movie together? 

Judy Ann says ies not like they were avoid- 

“ing each other all these years. “Ako kasi, sa Re- 
‘gal at Star Cinema ako madalas gumawa ng 
"explains Judy Ann. “Sa TV naman, ex- 
ako sa ABS-CBN. Si Raymart, home 
movie srudio niya ang Viva Films, at home 
nerwork niya ang GMA. Kaya mahirap tala- 
gang magsama kami sa project.” 

Raymart echoes his radiant leading lady's 
sentiments. He says, “Suwerte nga na finally, 
napagsama kami ni Judy Ann sa movie. 


‘Aishite Imasu is worth the wait talaga.” 

Direk Joel says his two leads worked won- 
derfully well together, despite gossip to the 
contrary. “Once the cameras started rolling, 
nothing could keep Judy Ann and Rayma 
apart, not even the thought of Claudine Bar- 
retto!” 

He is referring to a rumor that Raymart’s 
real-life girlfriend, Claudine, forbade him 
from getting too close to Judy Ann. 

“If you don't believe me,” adds Joel, "just 
look at Raymart and Judy Ann's love scenes 
Those sequences are supposed to be very ten- 
der, but they sizzle onscreen. The honeymoon 
scene is very moving, especially when Ray- 
mart reassures Judy Ann that he won't hurt 
her because its her first time to make love.” 

‘And was Claudine bothered by the love 
scene? Replies Raymart, “Alam туа na traba- 
ho lang yon. Alam kong gusto talagang gawan 
mg issue yung love scenes at kissing scenes 
namin ni Judy Ann, pero ginawa namin ‘yon 
dahil kailangan ng kuwento, at para sa ikaga- 
ganda ng movie." 

"Aishite Imasu (Mahal Kita) 1941" is line- 
produced by Regal Entertainment for BAS- 
Film Production. It also stars Jay Manalo, Ja- 
Чуп Jose, Angelu de Leon, Marco Alcaraz, Iya 
Villania, TJ Trinidad and Anita Linda. 

The war drama introduces TV star Dennis 
Trillo, and is an official entry in the 2004 
Metro Manila Film Festival Philippines, 

ishite Imasu 1941" invades cinemas start- 
ing Dec. 25. 
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Kalinga natives 
mine memories 


of FPJ 


From page AZ-1 
story of the residents of a small town in Kalinga 
opposing the mining Venture of a rich investor. 
The investor maintained a private army to 
threaten residents into giving their approval to 
the mining operations. 

FPJ played the town's police chief who took 
up the cudgels for the residents. 


Close to ‘Da King’ 

Pakipak said her late mother was closely 
coordinating with FPJ who would often visit 
Balatoc to negotiate with Benguet Corp. offi- 
cials fora location shoot. 

“On the first day of shooting, we were all 
excited,” she remembered. “We became close 
to him [FPJ] 

“We talked to him, shook hands and joked 
with him. We bonded with Paquito Diaz, the 
usual bad guy in FPJ films, but he was a very 
nice person. Like FPJ, he was also very accom- 
modating.” 

-One of FPJ's trusted coordinators was an- 
‘other Kalinga they called Mr. Balangan. 

For three months during the filming, the 
Kalingas were fed and paid well, Pakipak 
said. 

“No one got hungry when FPJ was 
around,” she said. "He would buy all the 
goods of the vendors and distribute them to 
the cast. He didn’t want to see people suffer- 
ing.” 

She said FPJ also went around the village 
to mingle with the residents, 


QC cast party 

In Keymen's Hill, a Balatoc community 
where families of miners from Kalinga, Mt. 
Province, Ilocos and Pangasinan live, FPJ 
talked to elders and even gave them money, 
shesaid. 


Pakipak said FPJ consulted her mother 
about the parts of Kalinga culture they 
would include in the movie. FPJ also asked 
her mother’s help in looking for authentic 
Kalinga materials like musical instruments 
and costumes that they could use in the 
movie. 

After the shooting, FPJ asked the Kalingas 


Two cats on life, love 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


OR three hours last Nov. 15, 

Makati got a heady taste of 

what Quezon City had been 
enjoying all these 
years—stirring music about 
life, love and country. 

‘The sound came courtesy of artists 
Joey Ayala and Noel Cabangon, who 
made their guitars gently weep and 
laugh together at Merk’s Bar Bistro in a 
show, entitled "Two Cats on a Prowl.” 

They quickly left an indelible mark as soon 
as they opened their show with the soulful 
strains of "Ang Himig Natin", written by Jose 
“Pepe” Smith and first performed by the Juan 
de la Cruz Band. The lyrics were slightly 
changed and Cabangon ended up singing 
about a friend named Pilipinas. A friend, he 
seid, full of hope and promise. 

Ayala and Cabangon followed it up with an- 
other original Filipino classic from Asin. Itdidn't 
show—from the way their distinet guitar styles 
and tenor and baritone voices came together— 
that ic was the first time for the two men to per- 
form together. It was instant communication be- 
tween kindred spirits 

"Then Ayala left the stage alone to Cabangon, 
who wore a printed blue shirt and jeans. Caban- 
gon sang his own compositions on issues that 
“nobody wanted to write about," including free- 
dom, the plight of street children and the envi 
ronment. He ended his long solo suite with 
“Kanlungan,” the song he first performed when 

‘with Buklod, which pulled him out 
of the “alternative” music scene and into the 
mainstream." 


Stage presence 
Cabangon's voice was so powerful that it 
K 


REVIEW 


seemed all 5-foot-3 of him was one giant, vi- 
brating vocal chord, He sang from the heart. 
and the passion was not lost on the many for- 
eigners in the audience who sat in awe and 
clapped enthusiastically at the end of every 
song. They may not have under- 
stood the words, bur they obviously 
felt them. 

Then it was Ayala's turn to give 
Cabangon a break. It was apparent 
Ayala had a more commanding 
stage presence, not because he was 
a just shade below 6 feet with the 
build and the voice to go with the. 
height. It was because he easily led the audi- 
ence into fits of laughter with his self-depre- 
cating humor. 

He even poked fun at how he shared a 
name with the Makati financial and commer- 
cial district. No, he said, he was not a relation. 
Not even a distant one. 

He guided the audience through his music, 
especially songs that students in the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines in the 1980s and early 
1990s thought singing them was enough to 
make patriots of themselves. These included 
“Panganay na Umaga,” “Maglakad,” “Agila,” 
“Manong Pawikan,” “Magkabilaan,” his clas- 
sic “Walang Hanggang Paalam,” the love 
theme of many UP couples, and his lone radio 
hit, “Karaniwang Tao.” 


Homeward bound 

Jt was just jamming from that point on, 
‘when Cabangon again joined Ayala and to- 
gether they played hits from the 1970s. They 
said they drew up their repertoire based on 
the kind of audience they thought they would 
get. 

They guessed right, for the crowd lustily 
sang along to James Taylors's “You've Got а 
Friend,”, America's "Horse With No Name" 
and Kansas! “Dust in the Wind.” 


tovisit him in his studio in Metro Manila fora 
cast party. He paid for all their expenses, 
Pakipak added. 

Оп Dec. 22, 1997, a busload of bit players 
was fetched from Balatoc to attend the party 
in the FPJ studio in Del Monte, Quezon City. 

Pakipak said she was surprised when FPJ 
fumed when he saw that only one bus came, 


MONTH. YOU ВЕТ 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2004 


Hi-Velocity Broadband Internet 


PLAN 7995 


аз he was expecting more people from Bala- 
toctoattend the party. 

“We could have taken three buses of peo- 
ple down to Metro Manila and each person 
‘would be given a sack of rice,” Pakipak said. 
“Still, the cast enjoyed the party very much. 
‘They were treated to a shopping spree and 


“DAKING” WAS HERE. 
The photo is on display 
at Benguet Corp. to 
‘commemorate FPJ's 
filming of "Ang Pagba- 
balik ng Probinsiyano” 
atthe site in 1997, with 


were given gifts." 


and country 


They ended the show with Simon and Gar- 
funkels “Homeward Bound,” which was what 
the audience was at past 1 a.m. 

As expected, the audience was not as big as 
the crowds that would troop to the shows of 
new artists who have never written their own 
songs even if heir lives depended on it. But 
the ones that did watch the show on the last 
day of the Ramadan were the better for it, for 
they not only went home with the memory of 
two brilliant artists whose guitar skills and 
voices could give other artists a run for their 
money. 

The night's crowd also went home with 
powerful words swirling in their 
heads—words that are original, meaningful 
and, mast importantly, coming from the Fil- 
ipino heart, 


FROM THE HEART, 
Noel Cabangon and 
Joey Ayala perform 

at Merk's 


locals as bit players 


Harrison guitar 
from under his 
bed sells for 
$567,500 


NEW YORK—A classic Gibson guitar 
used by George Harrison on the Beatles’ 
“Revolver” album and by John Lennon 
оп the “White Album" sold last week to 
an anonymous bidder for $567,500, 
Christie's auction house announced. 

‘The cherry-red SG Standard guitar be- 
longed го Harrison from 1966 through 
1969. He used it in recording sessions 
and in several of the band’s increasingly 
rare public appearances, and loaned it to 
Lennon during “White Album" sessions, 
according to Darren Julien, who co- 
sponsored the auction. 

Among other items purchased was a 
two-page letter sent by a hallucinating 
Kurt Cobain to Courtney Love. The 1991 
letter was faxed to her from the Nirvana | 
front man's Sheffield, England, hotel. It 
sold for$19,120. 

A childhood book report by Britney 
Spears on the children's book “Ray- 
mond's Run" sold for $1,912. The report, 
which dates back to the 1980s, includes 
а message from her teacher: "Proof. | 
read/Messy" 

Harrison presented the guitar to a 
friend, guitarist Pete Ham of the band. 
Badfinger, as a gift in 1969, Ham com- 
mitted suicide five years later, and the 
guitar passed on to his brother John. 

John Ham stored the guitar beneath a 
bed in his London home, where it sat un- 
til he was contacted in 2002 by Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame representatives pu 
together a Badfinger retrospective. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2004 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


E-mail: pr business@inquirercom.ph 
‘Website: wwwsing7money.net 


Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 


“Facer 


www.acer.com.ph 
Hotline : 815-3388 


Editor Raul О. Marcelo 


Gov't moves to expropriate Naia- 


CURRENCIES 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE " 
^ 
Pee SD 


As of S pm. Dec. 21, 2004 


NOVEMBER 
par ounce Hong Kong, Dec 10,2004 


Dollar 
Equivalent 


1000000 
009611 
1.946600 
0128512 
0871156 
0814797 
0609422 
0.763009 
2.652661 
0266060 
0.607570 
0000108 
0.025615 
0.272301 
1340100 
0337268. 
0.372439 
0.180304 
0.022805 
0.263193 
0089622 
0716794 
0162219 
0016764 
0.175285 
0.000945 
0.149819 
0.019264 
0030950 
0.000522 


Dacember 21, 2004 
Country 


United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzerland 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia. 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thaland 
UAE 

Euro 
Argentina 
Brazi 
Denmark 
India 
Malaysia 
Mexico 
Now Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
South Arica 
Korea 
Sweden 
Syria 
тамал 
Venezuela 


Euro 
Equivalent 


0746213 
0007172 
1452578 
0.095897 
0850068 
0608012 
0.454759 
0569287 
1970450 
0198985 
0.453377 


Peso 
Equivalent 


56.1840 
0.5400 
1093678 
72208 
48.9450 
457786 
34.2398 
42.8609 
490371 
149820 
34.1357 
00061 
14392 
152990. 
752922 
18.9491 
20.9251 
10.1302 
12813 
14.7872 
5.0353 
402724 
91141 
0419 
91482 
00531 
84174 
10803 
17389 
00292 


Unit 


Dolar 
Yen 
Pound 
Dolar 
Franc 
Dolar 
Dolar 
Dolar 
Dinar” 
Rial 
Dollar 
Rupiah 
Baht 
Dirham. 
Euro 
Peso 
Beal 
Kroner 
Rupee 
Ringgit 
New Peso 
Dollar 
Kroner 
Rupee 
Rand 
Won 
Kroner 
Pound. 
Nt Dollar 
Bolivar 


ТИШИ 


020001 
001914 
0208196 
1.000000 
025164 
0277819 
0134546 
001707 
0-196398 
066877 
2594001 
0121080 
0212510 
0130800 
01000705 
011797 
0.014375 
0.023095 
0.000390 
STOCK MiARKET 
Profit-taking continues 
‘SHARE prices PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
closed 0.6 per- 
cent ower yes- 
terday on contin- 
ued profit-taking, dealers said. 

They said the day's 
turnover was light compared 
to previous sessions, sug- 
gesting that most fund man- 
agers had already left the mar- 

а ele (See ockmarecreporconage82) 

The Philippine Stock Exchange composite index fell 10.8 points to 
1,775.45 after trading between 1,772.81 and 1,787.79. 

Volume turnover totaled 615.8 million shares worth P584.27 million 
from 1.02 billion shares worth P689.86 million on Monday. 

The broader all-shares index gained 1.33 points to 1,144.30. Losers 
beat gainers 38 to 33, with 41 stocks unchanged. 

“Trading was very light, since almost everyone is out of the market 
ahead of the holidays," said Mark Alan Canizares af Cliseconline.com. 

Given the sluggish trade, the market could go either way during the 
remaining trading days of 2004, he said. 

"The possibilty for a rally is still there, but it depends on who stays 
and trades," Canizares added. 

ВРІ Securities Inc. said in an advisory that threats made by the al- 
Qaida terror network to disrupt oil supplies in the Middle East also 
weighed on sentiment. 

"The markets also tentative, given the long holiday break ahead. In- 
vestors are most likely to stay sidelined ший such time there (is) more 
positive news that would help build up confidence in the market," it 
sald. 

"The long weekend ahead has prompted investors to lighten their 
holdings. People are also just waiting to see what will happen tomor- 
row during FPJ's funeral," said BP! Securities senior manager Roberto 
Cano. 

ВРІ Securities placed the market's support at 1,748 and resistance 
at 1,807. 

Metro Pacific fell 5.7 percent to 33 centavos, still hurt by the holding 
company's confirmation Monday af an Inoue report that Metrobank 
obtained a court-approved foreclosure order on Metro Pacific's re- 
maining 10-hectare property inside the Bonifacio Global City and 20 
condominium units in the upscale Pacific Plaza Towers. AFB AP 
Eure-Med to pay out P220M in dividends 

By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


wouid issue 220 milion shares with 
a par value of P1 per share from its 
unissued capital stock. 

The stock dividend wili be 
payable to stockholders after the 
necessary regulatory approvals 
have been secured. 

Euro-Med is the leading manu- 
facturer of high quality intra- 
venous fluids in the Philippines. 
Itis the first firm in the country to 
utilize the most modern Euro- 
pean blow-fil-seal technology of 
aseptically producing sterile and 
pyrogen-free intravenous fluids 
їп plastic containers. 


EURO-MED Laboratories Philip- 
pines, Inc., listed maker of 
pharmaceutical products, has de- 
“dared a stock payout worth P220 
million, the firm yesterday said in 
a disclosure, 

Euro-Med said the stock divi- 
dends represent 10 percent of its 
retained earnings as of end-De- 
camber. The dividend payout has 
yet to bo approved by stockhold- 
‘ers when they mest next yer. 

To facilitate the payout, the board 
ofthe manufacturing frm sid it 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE OFFICE of the Solicitor General yesterday filed with 
the Pasay City Regional Trial Court a case to expropriate 
the Ninoy Aquino International Airport Terminal 3 in a bid 
to have it working at the soonest time possible. 

Trade Secretary Cesar V Purisima. сїйуапй bid out its operations (to a 
said that through expropriation, the third ралу)” Purisima said. "We 
‘govemment hoped to open the facil- cannot allow a vital infrastructure to 
ity in early 2005 as well as break the тог and billions of pesos in invest- 
‘impasse on the negotiations with the ments tobe rendered useless.” 
private contractor. The official, who is also Mala- 

Purisima said-the OSG filed the сайапуъ spokesperson on economic 
case in behalf of the Manila Inema- matters, said that expropriation of 
tional Airport Authority whose char- property deemed necessary for pub- 
ter grants the MIAA board the power lic interest was well within the right 
to expropriate real or personal prop- of any government. 

“But one thing is very dear: (the 
administration) will pay fair and just 
‘compensation for the facii" Purisi- 
masaid. 

He added that while a Supreme 
Court ruling declared the contract of 
Piatco as void from the beginning, 
thecourt also said the firm should be 
compensated. 

Purisima said that in fact, Mala- 
cafiang has made available РЗ bil- 
lion as downpayment for the ай ter- 
minal. 

The official said that the expropri- 
ation plan worked under Rule 67 of 
the Rules of Court, which meant it 
was possible that Platco would get a 
fair market value. 

“Under Section 4 of Rule 67, just 


Gov't keeps budget 


By Michelle V. Remo 


"The Naia-3 started in 1994 as an 
unsolicited — build-operate-ransfer 
project undertaken by Asian Emerg- 
ing Dragon Corp. 

In July 1997, the concession 
agreement was awarded to Philp- 
pine International Air Terminals Co., 
which groups Pair Cargo, Philippine. 
Air and Ground Services Inc. and the 
German firm Fraport AG. 

‘The Supreme Court ruled in May 
2003 that ай five contracts related to 
the Terminal 3 project were void as 
they were contrary to public policy 
and violative of the Build Operate- 
Transfer law. 

“(The expropriation case) would 
let the government take over the fa- 


tong said in a briefing yesterday. 
The P160.2dillion déficit for 
the January-to-November pe: 
was 7 percent lower than the 
P172.2 billion recorded during 
the same period last year. It also 
gives the national government a 
Jeeway to incur a budget deficit of 
P37.6 billion in December and 
still meer its 2004 target. 
Documents from të- DOF 
showed that the better-than-tar- 
get budget deficit was due to the 
governments strong revenue- 
generation, which compensated 
the growth in expenditures dur- 


THE NATIONAL governments 
budget deficit reached P160.2 
billion for the first 11 months of 
the year, a relatively low figure. 
that prompted the Department of 
Finance to project that the full- 
year deficit figure will be better 
than programmed. 

“it’s a surprisingly good figure. 
My fearless forecast is that the 
(full-year) deficit will only be 
about P194 billion, compared 
with the target of P197.8 billion,” 
Finance Secretary Juanita Ama- 


Remittances 
seen hitting 
$9B in 2005 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas ex- 
pects dollar inflows 
from Overseas Fi 
ipino Workers to re- 
main robust next 
year, rising by at least 
5 percent to hit close 
to $9 billion 

BSP Deputy Direc- 
tor Amando Tetangco 
Jr. yesterday said thar 
although OFW remit- 
tances this year came 
in stronger than ex- 
pected, the BSP pre- 
ferred to be conser- 
vative in its assump- 
tons for 2005. 

Tetangco said total 
OFW remittances 
this year would likely 
grow by 9.2 percent 
over last year to as 
much as 584 billion, 
beating BSP's target 
of 6 percent. 

“If we end 2004 
with $8.3 billion, this 
could rise to almost 
$9 billion next year,” 
Tetangco said. "The 
trend is towards a 
continued 5-6 per- 
cent growth.” 

Dollars sent home 
by OFWs rose by 10.1 
percent in October to 
$741 million from a 
year ago, fueled by 
funds earmarked for 
Christmas spending. 

This brought OFW 
remittances in the 
first 10 months to 
$6.9 billion, 9.5 per- 
cent higher than the 
$6.3 percent chalked 
up in the same period 
lest year. 

The bulk of the 
funds came from the 
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IDLE Naia-3 Terminal 


compensation would be determined 
on the date of the taking of the pro 
eny or the filing of the complaint, 
whichever came first. In some expro- 
prison coses, the Supreme Court 
stated that the value of the property 
(n question) is market value,” he 
sid. 

Ownership of Naia-3 is under ar- 
bitration with the International Cen- 
ter for Settlement of Investment Dis- 
putes in Washington D.C. and with 


the International Chamber of Com- 
merce in Singapore. 

Industry sources said the arbitra- 
tion cases could be resolved in 2006 
ог2007 at best. 

Fraport filed a $425-million re- 
covery case before the ICSID while 
Piatco filed a similar claim of $500 
million before the ICC. 

In tum, the government filed a 
counter claim valued at $900 million. 
before the ICC. 


gap within target 


ing the period. 

“Total revenue in the 11-month 
period stood at P637.5 billion, or 
1L9 percent higher than last 
years. The Bureau of Internal 
Revenue accounted for P427.11 
billion, although this was still 
short of its 11-month target by 
P5.7 billion. 

The Bureau of Customs, the 
second biggest revenue earner af- 
ter the BIR, collected P112.58 bil- 
lion from January to November, 
already exceeding its full-year 
target of P112 billion. 

The high revenue for the peri- 


od offset the increase in gover 
ment spending. Expenditures in- 
curred by the national govern- 
ment during the 11-month period 
stood at P7977 billion. In 
November alone, expenditure 
reached P73 billion, or 11.9 per- 
cent higher than a year ago. 
Amatong said that while the 
government has a relatively big 
spending headroom for Decem- 
ber, it would stick to its policy of 
austerity, She said that the gov- 
ernment would continue to con- 
trol spending as long as there is a 
budget deficit. 


THINK DIFFERENT 
MATERIALS 


SWITZERLAND 


www.timeline com.ph 


United States, Sat wed 
Arabia, tly, boe mi 101 The Podium, ADB Ave: 
and the United King- 


‘eo отамана at NoCurtew branches: SM City Pampanga 
dom, 


inue, Ortigas.Center, Mandaluyong City | Phone: (02) 687-3077 
49 063-9721 « SM Cty Cagayan do Oro (080) 858-1189 + EM City Davao (82) 207-3888 


* ч 


5; E 
North 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE PRIVATE consortium developing the 
mall linked to the Metro Rail Transit (MRT) 
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station along North Edsa is scheduled to start 
the P5-billion project by the first half of next 
year, according to industry sources. 

Sources told the INQUIRER that the consor- 
tium members of the North Triangle Depot 
Commercial Corp. (NTDCC) were trying to s 
cure the funding needed to start the project. 

‘About P2.5-P3 billion in bank loans would be 
required to partially fund the North Trangle 
‘Commercial Center at the MRT depot, with the 
balance to be covered by an equity infusion. 

Construction of the 200,000-square meter 
mall linked to the MRT North Edsa station 
will start as soon as funding is secured, and 
will be completed by 2007. 

‘The major groups behind the consortium 
are the Fil-Estate Group, which accounts for 
30 percent of the consortium, and Ayala Land 
Inc, the Campos and Ramos groups, that 
have about 15-16 percent each. 

In a related development, the Metro Rail 
‘Transit Corp., said it was optimistic it could 
finish the extension of the MRT III project by 
2006 as soon as it secures a favorable opinion 
from the Department of Justice. 


BUSINESS 


gle mall dev't starts 
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The DOJ issued an opinion last March, 
which said the MRT extension should be put 
up for public bidding since the agreement be- 
tween MRTC and the Department of Trans- 
portation and Communication (DOTC) for 

ing this extension has lapsed. 

MRTG asked the DOJ to reconsider its opinion. 

Phase Il of the MRT 3 project provides for a 
5.1-kilometer transit system that will add 
three new stations to the line—Roosevelt, 
Balintawak and Monumento. 

Once completed, ridership will increase to 
1.3 million passengers a day from the current 
400,000. 

Phase Il is seen to generate revenues of 
roughly $300 million by 2030 combined with 
Phase 1, and cut government subsidies by 
$300 million or roughly P16.8 billion by the 
12th year of operation. 

Phase П will also provide residents of Caloocan, 
Malabon, Navotas and Bulacan access to the cen- 
tral business districts in Manila via Edsa. 

FikEstate accounts 
MRT project, the 17- 


meter light rail sys- 
tem along Edsa. 
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Dec. inflation rate Б 1 
seen at 7.6-8.1% meme a 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas 
yesterday said the inflation rate in. 
December was expected to surge 
to 7.6 to 8.1 percent due to the 
combined impact of the typhoons 
that recently hit the country, hike . 
їп power rates and the: seasonal 
Christmas spending spree. 

Ina press briefing, BSP Gover- 
nor Rafael Buenaventura said 
these inflationary — pressures 
would likely be transitory. How- 
ever, “measured” increases in the 
BSP policy rates would likely hap- 
pen by the first half of next year. 

‘The increases will likely start 
to taper off in June, Buenaventu- 
a said. 

But che BSP chief said that any 
monetary tightening next year 
‘would not hurt the private sector 
as it would be offset by the ex- 


Case vs Skycable junked 


By Clarissa S. Batino 
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pected improvement in the gov- 
ernment's revenue collections. 

This assumed that the new tax 
reform measures pushed by the 
Macapagal-Arroyo administra- 
tion would start to bear fruit. 

Аз the government collects 
higher revenues, it is expected to 
cut down on domestic borrowings. 

In the first few weeks of De- 
cember, the country was battered 
by a series of weather distur- 
bances—storm “Unding,” tropi- 
cal depression "Winnie" and ty- 
phoon “Yoyong 

The biggest threat to consumer 
prices in the country has been the 
skyrocketing ой prices. Even a 
visiting Intemational Monetary 
Fund mission has expressed con- 
cem over the sharp rise of infla- 
tion in the Philippines, suggest- Pen 
ing the need for monetary tight- 
ening soon. 
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Notice їо Insular Life Policyholders 


538.888 
Ba Reb. 


Due to the extensive damage to crops and 
properties brought about by typhoons Unding, 
Violeta, Winnie and Yoyong, Insular Life is extending 
assistance to its policyholders residing in Quezon 

| Province, Occidental Mindoro, Legaspi, Masbate, 
Naga, Iriga, Nueva Ecija, Bulacan, Pampanga, 
Cagayan, Isabela and Nueva Vizcaya. 
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The assistance is by way of an extension of grace 
period for an additional thirty (30) days, making up 
a total of sixty-one (61) days grace period for 
premiums due from October 16, 2004 to December 
15, 2004, Payment tendered within sixty-one (61) 
days from due date of the premium and/or old loan 
“interest, will be accepted without overdue interest. 
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spot advertisements will be in- 
serted by САТУ whether these 
program providers be local 
broadcast, international or non- 
broadcast networks,” the NTC d 
said in its order. EEUETEN 

NTC Chair Ronald Solis зай SMPrmeHomgsh: 
the Commission would draft an Aaa Mining Inasal 
order within the first quarter of Alas Cons. Min & Devt 
2005 that would prescribe limits 
on cable TV advertising 

"We will impose limits on cable 
TV advertising and that would be 
included in a circular we hope to 
issue within the first quarter next 
year" the NTC chief said. "We will 
sit down with the players to hear 
their inputs.” 
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NOW, even cable television can car- 
ry advertisements just like free TV 
The National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission has effectively 
allowed cable TV firms to air ad- 
vertisements after the regulator on 
Dec. 10 dismissed a case against 
the Lopez-owned SkyCable net- 
work for putting out ads on paid 
television from 1999 to 2001. 
“САТУ operators may now 
show and solicit or otherwise en- 
gage in commercial advertise- 
ments for consideration subject 
to the consent of program 
| providers in whose- programs 


29945 


This gesture of concern will hopefully give Insular 
Life policyholders in the stricken areas some time 
to recover from the ill effects brought about by the 
recent calamities. 


INSULAR LIFE 


Insular Ле Corporate Centre, insular Ше Dove 
Flinvest Corporate Cily. Alabang1781, Muntitupa City 
Tel. No: (632) 771-1818 » Fax No.: (632) 771-1717 
Елтай: headote@ineular.com.ph » Website: wwwnsularife.com.ph 
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notebook is the PC that's light enough to take anywhere. 
GOTESCO Land Inc, sald it did not hold board meetings in 2004 due to Its 
ct from thousands of hotspots. 
inability to muster a quorum. 
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EVER Gotesco Resources and Holdings Inc. elected the following offl- 
cers: Jose Go, chalr and president; Evelyn Go, treasurer and Vicente 
Gafioneo, corporate secretary and compliance officer. 

PRUDENTIAL Bank extended the terms of the following officers (on а 
contractual basis from Jan. 1 to June 30, 2005): A. Benedicto Santos, 
EVP; Lauro Jocson, SVP; Manolo Hilarlo, SVP; and Fellne Gella, First VP. 
Compiled by D.J. Yap, PDI Research 
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& CAGELCOII 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


The Cagayan Ii Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CAGELCO II) Is путу all 
interested bidders lo pre-qualify and to bid for the following materials and 
equipment. 

1. WOOD AND CONCRETE POLES, WIRES, TRANSFORMERS, 

INSULATORS AND OVERHEAD FAULT INDICATORS. 
To be qualified, bidder must have fully complied with the following 
1) Accreditation raquiroments (for submission to PBAC Chairman, Mrs. 
Biandina Y. Madamba) 
3) Company Profi ө) Latest Income Tax Return (ITR) 
b) Business Registration 0 Listol Clients fora period of 3 years, 
©) Business Pormit 1 applicable 
4) BIRIVAT Certificate 

2) Must be able to pay P2,000.00 (for this particular bidding only and 
по! refundable) for tne bid documents during the pre-bidding 
conference. 

САбЕ\ СО П reserves Iho right to rojoct anylor ай bid without any reason, 
waive any formailly therein, accept proposal most advantageous to the 
‘cooperalive and assumes no obligation to compensate or indemnify any 
bidder for expanse or, losses that may be incurred In the preparation of bid 
пог doos It guarantee that an award wil be made. 

Pre-bid conference and bidding schedules shall be Informed to all 
qualified bidders through fax and mais. 

Deadiine of submission of requirements ~ December 29, 2004 

(S94) GABRIEL A. TORDESILLAS 
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Metrobank gets fortified 


=>: GO BEYOND. 
Zero interest this holiday season for the greatest 4х4" 
Even if you are naughty, or 


METROBANK has now become a seri- 
ous player in the competitive Bonifa- 
cio Global City real estate business. 

The bank of taipan George Ty 
emerged as the owner of the over 10- 
hectare Fort Bonifacio property, after 
submitting the lone bid of over P2.4 
billion in yesterday's sheriff sale at 
the Pasig Regional Trial Court. 

‘The sale came after Metrobank it- 
self obtained court approval to fore- 
close on the real estate mortgage 


In addition to the land, Metrobank 
also acquired 12 units of the Pacific 
Plaza Towers. One other bidder, said 
to be from.the Gaisano group, ac- 
quired one condominium unit with a 
P23-million bid. 

The balance of seven condo units 
will be returned to Metro Pacific 
since, according to the grapevine, 
the proceeds from the sale of the 
over 10-hectare land and the 13 con- 
do units were enough to extinguish 
Metro Pacific's obligations to 
Metrobank. 

Metro Pacific said yesterday's auc- 
tion should have wiped off the 
largest remaining debt in its balance 
sheet. 

It is not immediately clear what 
Metrobank intends to do with the Fort 
property. Incidentally, another Ty 
company, Federal Homes, is engaged 
in building residential condominiums 
for the upper and middle-class mar- 


“COCKTALES 


Victor G. 
agustin 


Roxas Boulevard reclaimed area but 
so far never in the Fort. 

Metro Pacific, in the meantime, is 
expected to parlay its toehold within 
the Citra Skyway project into a new 
major business leg—infrastruc- 
ture/tollways. 


Derailed for dummy damage 
PAUL Daza, Metro Rail Transit senior 
vice president for corporate and legal 
affairs, has been ordered by the 
Makati Regional Trial Court to pay 
P650,000 in damages to his 
Malaysian principal. 

In addition, Judge Cesar Untalan 
ordered Daza and his group to rec- 
ognize Philip KC Ng as the owner of 
7,000 shares, effectively 70 per- 
cent, of Philippine Laminate Inc., 
the company formed by Daza's 
group on behalf of their Malaysian 
principal, 

Раза group claimed that Ngs 
name could not appear in the share- 
holders’ record since the company 
was engaged in retail and that Ng, as 
a foreigner, was prohibited from en- 
gaging in the business. 


nates are not considered consumer 
goods and that the company that 
Daza formed was itself never en- 
gaged in retailing. 

Ма злей after Daza's group resisted 

his efforts not only to recognize him 
as the principal and majority share- 
holder, but also his right to vote and 
be voted upon, and to inspect the cor- 
porate records. 
Architectural misappropriation 
NOTED architect Jose Mafiosa is cry- 
ing foul over the disappearance of his 
name as the author of the architec- 
tural plan for the proposed Urdaneta 
Village Friendship Hall. 

Instead, a committee of “various 
persons” said to be close to the 
barangay captain now appears as 
having drawn up the master plan for 
the proposed friendship hall, as well 
as that of the village's park and play- 
ground. 

‘Apparently, since the barangay is 


funding the renovation project, a тайн 
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number of barangay bureaucrats now 
want to take the credit for them- 
selves. 


Heard through the grapevine 
THE FAMILY ‘of Max Borromeo has 
become the undisputed owner of 
Ford Alabang, after completing the 
buyout of the shareholdings of Union 
Bank and banker Armand Braun in 
the dealership. 

(Email: cocktles pdiGpldtds.net 


congratulations 


Proud to be the 
First and Only ISO 9001:2000 
Certified company in the 
velopment and fabrication of 
Professional 
Stainless Steel Kitchen 
Equipment 
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Service Ама Pacific presents the 
2000 cerifications 10 the Fagle-Wings 
international Corporation. From left: Ашу. Peter Тай; 
EWIC Managing Director Mrs. Ellen L. Тап; TUV-PS 
General Manager and Lead Auditor Ms, Jocelyn Delos 
ss 150 9001:2000 Consukant 


14 Goldendale Ave. Goldendale Subdivision, Tinajeros Malabon City Phils. 
Tel.No.: (632)287-9907 * 287-9908 Fax No.: 288-8384 
E-mail: eagle wings 2003@yahoo.com 


Metropolitan Waterworks 


and Sewerage System We are a proud partner of the 


public sector, developing 
innovative and unique solutions 
to raise capital for the del 
of basic services to the Filipino. 


PhP780,000,000 


Bond Offering 
Guaranteed by the Republic of the Philippines 


A presence in the Philippine capital 
markets for over 30 years, we have 
grown to be recognized as one of the 
leading financial institutions in the 
country. Backed by our distribution 
capability together with more than 
600 Metrobank branches nationwide, 
we now service the investment and 
financing needs of the country's 
leading corporations and of the 
national government. 
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wah natural shape & ft 
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sound quality 
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800 TIMES LESS 
RADIATION THAN 
ANY MOBILE PHONES 


Ө COMPATIBLE with 
map bluetooth mobie 
phones 


First Metro Investment Corporation 
Sole Underwriter 


As a prime mover in the Philippine 
capital markets, First Metro Investment 
is committed to serving a growing 
economy. 
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What is the best way to apologize at work? 


DEAR WW: L have to apologize 
toa coworker for sticking him 
with a bunch of extra work. 
This relationship is very im- 
portant and I don’t want to 
‘screw it up again. Can you tell 
me how to make an apology 
stick? 

In The Wrong 


ners" (Rawson, 1993). 

Say that you are sorry. You'll 
never go wrong when you start 
your apology with, "Tm sorry.” It’s 
amazing how-much healing can 
come from those two simple 
words. The longer you talk before 
you say you're sorry, the greater 
the risk that they won't believe 
that you really are. So always 
lead with the most important part 


A West Seneca, NY motorist, 
after discovering there was- a 
small fire in his engine, drove into 
a self-service car wash thinking 
he could use all that water to ex- 
tinguish the flames. The prob- 
lem? He didn't have any coins. 
The fire was eventually extin- 
guished, but not before it de- 
stroyed half of the car wash’s 
eight bays. 

Just like that motorist learned, 
the sooner you put out a fire the 
less damage it will do. It's no dif- 
ferent at work. I've included tips 
for delivering an effective apolo- 
gy below. For more, check out 
"Letitia Baldridges New Com- 
plete Guide to Executive Man- 


of the apology. 


WORKING | 
WounneD Y 7 


Bob Rosner 


Admit that you were wrong. 
Have you ever had someone say 
that they were apologizing to you 
but it sounded like they were re- 
ally blaming you for what hap- 
pened? Talk about fanning the 
flames. That's why it’s so impor- 
tant to clearly say that you were 


wrong; "It was wrong for me to 
take a long lunch when we're so 
far behind." 

Acknowledge the problems 
you caused. Acknowledging 
the problems that were caused 
by your actions shows the apol- 
ogizee that you really under- 
stand the problems you made 
for them. This can be quite 
painful, but it should make a 
huge difference in how the per- 
son you are apologizing to feels 
about your apology. You don't 
have to go into agonizing de- 
tail, just say enough to show 
them that you tried to see it all 
through their eyes. For exam- 
ple, “I should have never left 
work early the day before a 
sales presentation. 1 realize it 
created a lot of extra work for 
you 

Show them that you learned 
from the situation. Let the per- 
son know you won't repeat the 
error by telling them exactly 
what you'll do to keep it from 
happening again (for example, 


‘I want to help Filipinos’ 


By Tita Datu Puangco 


I COME from Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. I'm an analyst/pro- 
grammer in a company. On my 
second business trip to Mani- 
la, I intentionally contacted 
certain individuals whom I 
feel, given the chance, could 
do better in life. These indi 
uals have expressed their de- 
sire to go into business and/or 
continue schooling. I have not 
had enough time to know 
them better or their sincerity, 
butfor the time being, I trust 
my instinct. 

Back home, I have been do- 
ing a lot of thinking on how I 
can help, however small my as- 
sistance may be. For example, 
one individual wants to put up 
a small grocery selling rice or 
canned goods (which I under- 
stand is known here as a sari- 
sari store), but he does not 
have enough funds. 

Iam unsure about person- 
ally loaning the initial capital 
needed because the individu- 
al might not have the neces- 
sary expertise. So I re- 
searched and came across 
Some organizations that do 
lend out small loans to inter- 
ested parties to expand their 
business or set up new ones. 
More importantly, they moni- 
tor the progress of the busi- 
ness and provide training on 
setting up and running a busi- 
ness. The organization is 


FORTHE 
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ANXIOUS PERSON 


TSPI (Tulay Sa Pag-unlad 
Inc.). m not sure if you have 
“come across them and know 
if they are reliable. 1 have 
written to them, but there 
were no replies. 

At the same time, I discov- 
ered some articles written by 
you on business and English 
classes. I have some problems 
communicating with my ac- 
quaintances through e-mail 
since English 
strength. Do you by any chance. 
conduct English classes? And 
do you by any chance know 
what are the requirements for 
setting up a sari-sari store or a 
"real" grocery and for getting a 
start-up loan? I would appreci- 
ate it if you could throw some 
light or direct me to the appro- 
priate persons. 


Thank you for caring and 
reaching out to individuals in our 
country. Indeed, we become hap- 
pier individuals when we reach 
Out to others and think less often 
of our own needs and interests. 

You ask what are the require- 
ments and skills needed to set- 
up a sari-sari store. A sari-sari 


store sells things that are used 
or consumed on a day-to-day 
basis. The owner of such a store 
buys wholesale and. then sells 
retail. The basic permit may be a 
municipal or city permit to oper- 
ate a business. 

Regular sari-sari stores are op- 
erated by the owner or can be a 
mom-and-pop kind of operation. 
Whar skills are needed? You need 
to have functional literacy skills 
of reading, writing and comput- 
ing. Then, it also helps if you have 
common sense (like knowing that 
the best policy is to require peo- 
ple to pay cash rather than sell 
things on loan) and entrepre- 
neurship skills. On top of these, 
your presence and availability are 
required. 

The investment required to 
setup can range from a low of 
P2,000 to a high of P20,000. 

You mentioned TSPI. Yes, itis 
а very reliable lending founda- 
tion. We will try to find the 
right person who can answer 
your query. Yes, we offer publie 
Seminars to enhance English 
proficiency. You сап get in 
touch with the Ancilla Business 
‘Training Center to get the de- 
tails on the English courses we 
offer. All the best. May you con- 
tinue to be of help to people 
whom you meet. 

(Ms Puangco is CEO and chair 
of Ancilla Enterprise Development 
Consulting. Send feedback through 
email to adviceQancillaedc- 
-com.phorfaxto 892-2902.) 


is not their 


Want To Help 


WOULD you like to be part of a family hat can help. 
you in your career growth and development? Join. 
the People at Work community where members sup- 
роп each other in the quest for a better career and 
life. People at Work columnists, writers and editorial 
staff will also be part of this group to lend you a help- 
ing hand. Working professionals, jobseekers, human 
resource executives and practitioners, managers, 
trainers, consultants and all others willing to share 


Be part of. People at Work 


and help are welcome to oin. Members will ave ac- 
cess to updates and discounts on People at Work 
events, advice from People at Work columnists and 
writers and other members, chat schedules with 
members and “eyeball” events. To join, send your 
name, gender, civil status, age, contact number, e- 
mail address, company name and position tide (iF 
applicable) to peopleatwork@inguireccom.ph or fax 
to tel. по. (632) 938.2092 or text t0 02-937-0376. 


“From now on ГЇЇ ask your opin- 
ion before I make a commitment 
toa customer."). Another way to 


"accomplish this is to make a 


joke, at your own expense of 
‘course, about what happened. 
Proceed down this path with 
caution, however, you can make 
things worse if they think you 
aren't taking the apology seri- 
ously. On the other hand, a little 
self-deprecating humor can go a 
long way toward allowing you 
to work together comfortably in 
the future. 

Follow these tips and you 
won't only not get burned, you 
may actually increase the respect. 
of your coworkers. 

Here are the results from a re- 
cent — workingwounded.com- 
/ABCnews.com online ballot: 
What do you do when you screw 
upat work? 

—Blame it on someone else, 
2.8 percent 

—Pretend nothing is wrong, 
4.2 percent 

—Ассерї part of the blame, 


30.9 percent 

—Own up to my mistake, 82 
percent 

(Mr. Rosner, an internationally 


syndicated columnist, author and 
speaker, is based in Seattle, Wash- 
ington, USA. E-mail him at 
bob@workingwounded.com.) 


Thank God I'm a mom! 


ONE morning last week, I woke 
up and said my usual thank you 
prayer for a night spent sound 
and safe in my home with my 
children, and another lovely day 
to. look forward to. In mid- 
prayer, however, I found myself 
picking up my phone and texting 
this message, sending it to al- 
most all the moms in my book: 
“Have you ever thanked God for 
being a mom—not for having 
great kids or having a good hus- 
band but just for being a 
mom?” It was like God Himself 
asked me to do it for Him. 

The answers came flooding 
in throughout the day, spilling 
over tothe next. could imagine 
all these busy moms stopping in 
mid-work, sneaking in a text 
during meetings, in-between 
takes, during coffee breaks. 
Once again, the great sorority 
called Motherhood rose to de- 
clare their love for their Rea- 
sons for Being: their children. 

1 wish I could share all their 
replies, but this space allows me 
only a few hundred words. Still, 
Tim certain these ones will touch 
you moms as they have 
me—and make you say “thank 
you" yet one more time (all the 
time!) to the God who gave you 
the ultimate privilege of birthing 
life, raising life, and continuing 
the суйе of love and gentleness 
only a mom can know. 

Have a happy peaceful 
grateful Christmas! 

Yes I have! Countless times! 
Since the day we found out I 
was pregnant, my husband and 
T have thanked God that He 
found us "worthy" of being en- 
trusted with another person's 
life. 1 thank Him for the joy of 
hearing Psalms, almost three 
years old, laugh and the delight 
of seeing his eyes light up 
whenever something excites 
him, and for the precious times 
Psalms says “Mommy, love ki- 
ta” while holding my face be- 
tween his small hands ...Tmso 
thankful Tm a mom! —А, ad 


sales supervisor 

1 want to say thank you to 
God for giving me my kids be- 
cause after all the years I've en- 
dured, full ofpain, anger, loneli- 


ness, they taught me to believe . 


that there is a God. They give 
me hope and happiness I never 
imagined possible. They taught 
me that every moment counts, 
to love the simple things in life. 
‘That what matters most is peo- 
ple, not things. Not what was 
then, but what is now. No mat- 
ter how sad or stressful the day 
gets, they make me hold on and 
never give up. They make me 
want to be better. Be the best I 
сап be.—P, makeup artist/mod- 
eVstylist 

1 always thank God, Jesus, 
and our Lady of Guadalupe for 
allowing me to be a mother. I 
grew up surrounded by so much 
love, but I realized that the kind 
of love experienced before was 
a fraction of the love that fills 
my life now that I'm a mom. I 
truly love unconditionally. And 
Sophia's love for me over- 
whelms me everyday. 

Sophia is a miracle. She was 
conceived in honeymoon. My 
pregnancy was threatened at 
five months—extreme bleed- 
ing, complete bed rest. Some 
doctors prepared me for miscar- 
riage. But she is truly a miracle. 
A gift from God. He made me a 
mom! I thank God everyday. 

Since my mid-20s, Гуе al- 
ways prayed that God grant me 
the experience of being a mom. 
Thad fear and doubts I couldn't 
conceive, just because so many 
women have reproductive prob- 
lems. Then in 2000, | had a seu- 
ba diving incident. An ovarian 


What does it take to start an HR consulting practice? 


By Roberta Chinsky Matuson 


(Part it) 

WE'VE all met successful HR pro- 
fessionals who took the leap into 
consulting and now appear to be 
living the good life. Of course, we 
weren't with them when they 
were in the throes of getting their 
practices off the ground. 

‘The first article in this two-part 
series introduced two individuals 
їп йе midst of starting their own 
practices: Gail Finger, principal of 
Amherst, Massachusers-based 
Finger Consulting, and Helene 
Buchler, an independent HR con- 
sultant based in Wellesley, Mas- 
sachusetts, Their experiences give 
us а glimpse into the startup phase 
of independent HR consulting. 


an expert. 


previous work. 


The pluses ofindependence Тһе minuses 
As with anything, in life 
there are plusses and minuses 


^ 


to running your own HR con- 
sulting practice. 

Buchler enjoys the indepen- 
dence and flexibility associated 
with a private practice, and she 
finds that being able to set her 
own schedule lets her keep a 
sense of balance in her life. "I am 
able to be more creative, which in 
turn means a better product for 
clients" says Buchler, Another 
benefit to having a private prac- 
tice, she says, is being regarded as 


‘Add to that list the benefit of 
meeting people, says Finger, 
who makes new contacts every 
day, Finger also notes the po- 
tential she has to make more 
money than she could in her 


1f the life of an HR consultant 
were so easy, wouldn't we all be 


out there consulting? 

Buchler says it can be isolating 
to work out of a home office, 
without having colleagues 
around to bounce ideas off. She 
addresses this issue by making 
an extra effort to touch base with 
her peers. 

Finger believes that not hav- 
ing a steady paycheck could be 
a big minus for some people. 
She was self-employed previ- 
ously, so she is accustomed to 
this way of life. But it’s not for 
everyone, so if you go the inde- 
pendent route, be sure to have 
enough in the bank to ride out 
the slow times. 


Learn from others’ mistakes 

Consider yourself lucky. As 
you think about starting your 
own HR practice, you can learn 
from someone else's mistakes. 
When Buchler and Finger were 


asked to reveal their top er- 
rors, their list included the fol- 
lowing: 

* Taking too long to find the 
best professional organization to 
join for networking purposes. 

Not having enough confi- 
dence in the beginning—hesita- 
tion can cost leads. 

© Giving a price quote before 
really understanding all of the is- 
sues. 

* Not asking for a percentage. 
of the projects total cost up- 
front. 

ө Giving clients too much un- 
billed time. Е 

© Not charging for additional 
work. 

* Closing deals too slowly. 


Putting lessons to worle 

If you still have a yearning to 
give independent consulting a try, 
consider the following as you aim 


to avoid the mistakes our two 
consultants made. 

* Be patient. The sales cycle is 
alot longer than you think. 

* Be prepared to spend a good 
portion of your time selling your 
services. 

* Make sure you have contacts 
in your field so you can outsource 
‘work when necessary. Sometimes 
all the work comes in at once, and 
you will work nights and week- 
ends. 

ө Ser guidelines and bound- 
aries with clients so you are not 
giving away your services. 

* Be prepared to give clients 
what they want, even if you 
disagree. There are ways to do 
this and still maintain your in- 
tegrity. 

• Remember why you deci 
ed to take the leap to indepen- 
dent consulting. Don't lose sight 
of this reason when times get 
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cyst erupted underwater in 
Mindoro. I suffered from inter- 
nal bleeding—loss of blood in 
the middle of the sea. It was a 
miracle I was able to reach 
Manila 12 hours later, surgery 
20 hours later. I almost died. 
When I woke up, I was instinc- 
tively saying a prayer: God, give 
methechancetobeamom. , 

Sooo long my text. really be- 
lieve in the power of prayer and 
mirades—D, TV host/maga- 
sine editor. 

Every single day I thank God 
for making me a mom. Since I 
did not bear my own children, I 
am very aware that having 
these lovely kids in my care is a 
privilege and an honor passed 
on to me through the sacrifice 
of their own mothers. Every mo- 
ment of joy with my kids is a 
moment of joy taken away from 
their birth mothers. 1 am con- 
stantly and will be forever 
grateful. —A, editorial director 

Yes, Г always thank Him for 
being a mom because | love tak- 
ingcareof people. The feeling is 
indescribable! —D., consultant 

16 second nature-being a 
mom is truly second skin! Its 
truly the most wonderful thing 
and the most pervasive feeling. 
Tm not grateful like i's outside 
of me. It is mel —G, business- 
woman 

Talways thank God for being 
a mom. My kids make me feel 
complete. They are one of the 
reasons of our being. —/, PR 
consultant 

Yup, Ido. Its a gift from God 
and my heart is full of gratitude 
when I am able to do mommy 
tasks. Who's this please? (I an- 
swer) Oh, sorry girll That was 
one nice text 1 couldn't help but 
reply to without knowing who 
sent it. Cheers to all moms! 
—C, HR Manager. 

(Gina Abuyuan-Llanes is edi- 
tor in chief of Working Mom 
magazine. Feedback is welcome 
at gina llanesQabs.pinoycen- 


tough. 

If independent HR consulting 
isright foryou, then put together 
your business plan and move for- 
ward, Who knows? in six 
month's time, we might be fea- 
turing you. 

(Reprinted with permission. 
Copyright by hrmonstercom.) 
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By Candy G. Villanueva, 
Contributor 


WHAT do you think are the qualities of an ideal 
leader? In the last presidential election, what 
qualifications of the presidential candidate did 
you consider when you wrote your candidates 
name on the ballot? Would you prefer leader A, 
‘who is charismatic, visionary, polite, courteous, 
predictable, cautious and trusted by his team? Or 
‘would you rather vote for leader B, who is inspi- 
rational but rude, bad-tempered, unpredictable, 
tunappreciative, insensitive, alienated from his 
colleagues and has a track record of failure? 

Ifyou are one of the many who chose leader 
А, you just voted for а tyrannical mass murder- 
er Yes, you just voted for Adolf Hitler Hitler was 
known to be a charismatic personality who was 
loved by many for his graciousness and charm. 
Yet, with a charming smile, he ordered the 
death of millions of Jews. 

Tor the few who chose leader B, you just vot- 
ed for Winston Churchill a revolutionary leader 
‘who broke ай the rules. He was a known boozer 
who had very unpopular ideas yet did great 
things for his country and wrote а Nobel Prize 
piece that inspires leaders up to this day. Com- 
mon sense and even common decency would 
push ts to choose for leader B. 

‘And what is the point of this little exercise? 
‘According to David Freemantle, UK's expert on 
leadership, the point is, there is no such thing as 
a template for the perfect leader. Great leaders 
have qualities or characteristics different from 
theother. 


Years of experience 

“There isno textbook answer to what isan ef- 
fective leader. You have to find one and supply 
your own answer,” says Freemantle. This state- 
ment makes sense but it leads you to ask, if 
there is по definite template, how can you be- 
come, if not a perfect leader, at least а good 
leader? A self-proclaimed student of success, 
Freemantle claims that in his studies and obser- 
vations of great leaders, he noticed one funda- 
mental thing that they all had in common—that 
is, above everything else, they put people first. 

"In my many years working as a production. 
manager at Mars Ltd., 1 have learned many 
things and one of them was that to excel in busi- 
ness, you have to invest an inordinate amount 
of time, energy and effort in getting the people 
thing right," shares Freemantle, Author of over 
a dozen books on leadership and customer ser- 
vice, Freemantle is a well-respected consultant 
and trainer of hundreds of top companies and 
corporations worldwide including the Shangri- 
La Hotels in Asia, Glaxo SmithKline in the UK, 
‘Nike in France and Hallmark Cards in the USA. 

He believes that if you don't focus your man- 
agement energies and resources on people, they 
‘won't focus their energies on the company. De- 
moralized employees are not an uncommon 
thing. In fact, you may be one of those who gripe 
incessantly because of low pay, big bad bosses or 
unhealthy work conditions. This happens be- 
‘cause some companies become so obsessed with 
short-term profit that they neglect the essential 
‘people factor in their business equation. 

In his many years working for the American 
chocolate manufacturing company Mars, Ltd., 
Freemantle learned the value of putting people 
firs. Freemantle carried the same people First 
principle throughout his career and in his deal- 
ings with top international corporations. His 
observations were further heightened when he. 
worked as personnel director of Perkins Engi- 
neering and later as director of personnel for 
Board of British Caledonian Airways. He later 
left the company to set up his own consultancy 
business, Superboss Ltd. He wrote about his 
experiences in several management and lead- 
ership books, one of which is “The Biz, Little 
Things that Make a Big Difference to Team Mo- 
tivation and Leadership,” where he stressed 
the importance of putting people first. 


Cost-cutting 

Freemantle once had an enlightening con- 
versation with one of Britain’s best-known en- 
trepreneurs, Sir Richard Branson. In their con- 
versation, he told Freemantle that the airline 
business has been through a lot especially after 
the 9/11 incident. Yet through it all, he put his 
people first. While the most common and logi- 
al solution for most companies was to cut cost 
by firing people, Branson did the positive thing 
and created opportunities for revenue instead. 
He maintained all his employees in spite of the 
decine in airline business and used his re- 
sources instead to increase his market. 

Branson, founder of Virgin Music Label and 
Virgin Atlantic Airways, Britain's second largest 
carrier, is best known for his flamboyance and 
unorthodox way of management. And indeed, 
keeping his employees while everybody else 
was cutting costs to save their business was un 
conventional. He went against a common busi- 
ness practice to keep his people because he be- 
lieves that itis his people that grow the busi- 
mess, Many that work for him attest that Bran- 
son treats his people with respect because he 
knows business is all about people business. His 
multimillion corporation proves his point. 

опе of his leadership seminars in the 
Philippines conducted by Team Asia, Freeman- 
Че was approached by a cosmetics company 
executive who had a business dilemma. The 
executive was worried because the company 
might have to close down a plant to cut cost 
and save the business. This would mean laying 
off workers, Freemantle suggested that instead 
of closing down the plant, the company might 
consider using the plant to manufacture new 
products to increase the market. This way, the 
workers get to keep their jobs while the com- 
pany increases revenue. 

Putting people first means making sure 
that people are happy and inspired with their 
work. It is part of the leader’ responsibility to 
make sure that his or her people are inspired. 
Sn his leadership seminar, he says, "А leader's 
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role is to drive, to encourage, to nurture, and 
to bring out the best in employees.” 


Inspire people 

In his book “The Biz,” Freemantle shares that 
you don't have to be a Winston Churchill to in- 
эрге your people. According to him, all you have 
to be is yourself. OF course, this works on the 
premise that you yourself are motivated. Free- 
mantle suggests finding value in your work and 
responsibility Ies all about choice he says. You 
сап choose to be demotivated by getting defen- 
sive and negative when faced with a crisis or 
choose to be motivated by learning from experi- 
ences. A manager or leader may also choose ei- 
ther to rebuke or counsel. The thing to remember. 
isto create a positive nurturing environment. 

“ignite the essential spirit that illuminates 
‘your unique soul and allow it to energize those 
around you,” shares Freemantle. By doing so, 
Freemantle explains that you can influence your 
people to do better and go beyond potentials. 
‘And to inspire, you don't have to write a Nobel 
Prize winning piece. Inspiring may be as simple 
as a pat on the back or a compliment. Studies 
show that physical connection can do wonders. 
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PEOPLE W 
UK management expert says putting peopl 


Notice how clasping a person's elbow when 
shaking hands makes a difference. A hug after an 
accomplishment or sudden bad news is also a 
simple but meaningful gesture. 


Empower with trust 

Another way of putting people first is making 
sure that they are empowered. “You need to 
make your staff feel like they are entrepreneurs 
too,” says Freemantle. This can be achieved by 
allowing them to take risks and make financial or 
business decisions on their own. But what if by 
doing so, the employee makes mistakes and 
causes the company a lot of money? Freemantle 
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explains that by empowering people, it doesn't 
necessarily mean total free reign but enough 
тоот to make decisions and mistakes. People af- 
teralllearn by making mistakes. 

“Remove the shackles and trust your people 
to geton and make all the necessary decisions,” 
the author wrote. He further wrote that there is 
To need for your staff to come to you every time 
heor she needs to spend a few cents on a client. 
Permission is only necessary when it comes to 
major expenditures. In fact, permission may not 
even be the perfect term. Allow room for discus. 
sion and include your people in the decision" 
making process. 


e first is essential in le 
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adership 


DAVID Freemantle 
(seventh from left) 
with his studentsin 
oneofhis leadership 
seminars by Team 
Asia, 
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ISABEL DAVID | 
TORRES 


of Sta, Cruz, Laguna and Quezon City 


Retumed home to the loving arms of God on Monday, the 20th 
of December, 2004. She is survived by her beloved husband Claring 
and by her devoted children and their families: Boy and Rose, Noel, 
Dennis and Michael; Baby and Willy (t), Rona (+) and Lisa; 
Henry (P) and Nidia, Tricia and Ging: Satur and Lorie, and Oscar; 
‘Susan and Sara; Caroline and Howard, and Marko. 


She lies in state at Chapel 14, La Funeraria Paz, 143 Araneta 
‘Avenue, Quezon City. Her mortal remains will be cremated on 
‘Wednesday, the 22nd of December, 2004 after the 2:00 p.m. Mass. 


Her family requests the pious reader to pray-for the eternal 
repose of her soul. 


KC PEREZ DE VENECIA™ 


(April 6, 1988 — December 17, 2004) 


-Beloved daughter to Speaker Jose and Georgina de Venecia, 
wonderful sister to Alexandra Haner, Leslie Norton, Vivian Garcia, 
Jose de Venecia III, Carissa Cruz, Felipe Cruz III, 

. best friend and sister to Christopher de Venecia and 
loving granddaughter to Azucena Vera Perez, amazing classmate, 


Php 1,500: 


reservation fee 


Avail our affordable financing 
1-5 years amortizations 


029-27-65 829-28-76 87: 


40 OmMPI BLDG, ALABANG-ZAPOTE 
2004 CONSUMERS CHOICE AWARDEE 


“ie “Most Outstanding Memorial Park” 


n CONSUMERS LEAGUE OF THE PHILIPPINES FOUNBATION INC. 


precious niece, member of the cool cousin group The Bulilit Gang 
and cherished friend. 


A fun-loving, passionate, sweet, intelligent girl who lived 
life to the fullest. She spoke her mind freely and loved with all her heart. 
Please pray for her eternal rest. 


Her remains lie in state at Santuario de San Antonio Church, Forbes Park, 
Makati. Interment Mass will be today, December 22 at 9:00 a.m. 
at Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati. 


In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate donations 
to the KC de Venecia Foundation. 
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Always caring... 
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picture can be a fitting tribute 
to your departed loved one. 


pss — 
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust also in Me. In My Father's house 5 
are many rooms.. an going ere to prepare a place for ou." a Ma 


CARLO MIGUEL “MIGS” CEPEDA SISON 


February 19, 1977 - December 22, 2002 


We sadly remember the 2 death anniversary of “Migs”. We also would like to request 
those whose lives he has touched, to join us in thanking the Lord for his life, reminiscing 
fond and cherished memories of him. 
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Bobby and Marile 
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Robi and Angeli, Marek, Enzo, Ruiz 
Gov. Nancy Q. Sison (grandmother) 
Sison & Cepeda families 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Cerificate 
Ө Any identification document (LD.) 
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* DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT • MESSAGE OF THANKS 
* DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS 


"We know that God raised the Lord Jesus from death. 
He will raise us to life with Jesus. He will present us, 
along with you, to бой.” — 2 corniniens 4:14 
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PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 


INVITATION TO BID 


Bagulo Condominium Unit 


Offered for Public Bidding on an “as-is, where-is" basis Is an 
asset formerly owned by WESTERN MINOLCO CORPORATION 
(WMC) consisting of a fully furnished two-storey condominium 
unit with a floor area of 193 square meters, 3 bedrooms, kitchen, 
dining area, living room, 3 restrooms and a garage located at 
Green Mansions Condominium, Gibraltar Road, Bagulo City, near 
Good Shepherd Convent and Mines View Park. 


The asset is offered at its Base Price of P3,900,100.00. 


Bids will be received, opened and tabulated in the presence 
of the bidders on January 26, 2005 at 3:00 p.m. at the РМО 
Conference Воот, 6th Floor, 104 Gamboa St., Legaspi Vilage, 
Макай City. 


Interested parties may secure the sale documents for а 
nominal fee of P1,500.00 from the PMO Marketing Office. 


For more information, please call Ms. Jane V. Santiago at 
telephone numbers 892-2145; 818-4733. 


(0106524, 42,3000) 


Your career might 
only be a click of the 
mouse away. 


pate ot na Prine 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
miremur, Мама 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Deparman ci Labor and Employment (DOLE) vis ai mteresiog bias to 
panicat in me Bading lor the "REPLACEMENT OF TWO (2] PASSENGER 
ELEVATOR CARS" t a Murata wing ofthe DOLE Buting wen en approved budget 
dor me consactal PS маса Pesos. 


логава bidders must reget end subest registration requirements tothe Property 
Divison, Adminarama Serves, 2nd Fior, DOLE Bulang, Murata Suoot, kuremuros, 
Manta slaving December 18,2004 Tha соса ofrequremantsterepstrationshaibe 
Maced fom ро sama осе. Dean lr rogistaton в on January 3, 2008. 

Oniy bidders chy registerad wth a DOLE may be alowed о paricpala in tho 
compote igang actives, o win 
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Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
AND COMMUNICATIONS 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Department of Transportation and 
Communications (DOTC), through its Prequalification, 
Bids and Awards Committee (PBAC) for all projects 
under the Rail Sector, invites Consultants to apply for 
eligibility and if found eligible, to bid for the MRT 3 Phase 
2 Project. 
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E All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and 
Screening, Bid Bond, Performance Bond, Pre-Bidding 
Gonference(s), Evaluation of Bids, Post-Qualification 
and Award of Contract shall be governed by the 
pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing 
Rules and Regulations (IRR). 
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Est requromonts shes be бареде dung tne Pr Bid Conferonca or May can 
Bosecreon January 4, 2005 ere Property Divison, AdminsiratveGervico,2nó For 


se Sean wan ба Gonera Banatan бозел, 
The DOTC reserves the right to reject any or ай bids, 
waive minor defects and accept the offer most 
advantageous to the Government. The DOTC assumes 
no responsibility whatsoever to compensate or 
indemnify bidders for any expenses Incurred in the 
preparation of the bid. 
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(Sgd.) LEANDRO Н. MENDOZA 
Secretary 


(POI-Decombor 22, 2004) 
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Connect. Capture. Cherish. 
Only with SMART Infinity. 


Avail of the Nokia 6630 under SMART Infinity 
and receive a complimentary HP Photosmart Printer 325. 


Capture endearing moments with the Nokia 6630's built-in 
1.3 megapixel camera, then see your photos in truly crisp, 
colorful fashion through your HP Photosmart Printer 325. 


Experience the joys of this picture-perfect bundle as you 
unravel the other features of the Nokia 6630: 


* 6x smooth digital zoom and sequence mode. 

* Up to 1 hour video recording per clip. 
Spacious storage space via 10 MB internal memory 
with hot swap and 64 MB Multimedia Card (MMC). 
Broadband speed via WCDMA and EDGE technologies. 


Contact your Infinity Management Officer or call 888-1111 
and discover what the Nokia 6630 can do for you today. 


^ Фог questions, comments, or concerns, you may call the SMART Hotine at 888-1111: 088 using your SMART celfone; the SMART Corporate Hotline at #888: send a text message to 808 Ресто Duration: December 22,2004 «o January 31.2005 
landand rate i exces of the FREE TEXY allocation apples) e-mal us at customereare@smarecomgh, visit cur website at vewmartcom ph ог vst the SMART Wirsess Center nearest you. Per ОТЫМСА Porm No. 6188, Series of 2004, 
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‘On the Road’ wins 


best motoring column 


INQUIRER's Aida Sevilla-Mendoza became 
the first winner of Ford Awards’ Best Motoring 
Column. 


7 new categories 

For her “On the Road” column titled “The 
Elephant behind the Drive,” she won 
P25,000, a trophy and a Ford jacket to sym- 
bolize her inclusion in the elite Henry Ford 
‘Awards winners circle. 

‘The other winner of a new category, Best 
‘Auto Test Drive, is Andy Leuterio of Philippine 
Star. His entry "Nerdz Jazz Wanna Have Fun” 
won for him the same prizes Mendoza re- 
ceived. 

The two were honored along with the 
country’s other finest writers and photogra- 
phers during ceremonies at the Dusit Hotel in 
Makati. Henry Ford Awards is the first and on- 
ly award-giving body that recognizes excel- 
lence in motoring journalism. 


Repeat winners 

The awards program saw the return to the 
podium of repeat winners like James Deakin 
of CI Magazine and Vernon Sarne of Manila 
"Times (both third win). 

Siblings Ulysses (second win) and Jason 
Ang (third win) of Motioncars.com also won 
this year. 

Atotal of 104 entries poured in fora chance 
tobe recognized in nine categories: Published 
Photograph for Newspaper, Published Photo- 
graph for Magazine, Auto Event Story (Print), 
Auto Industry Story (Print), Automotive On- 
line Feature, Automotive Television Feature 
and the Best Ford Feature Story. New addi- 
tions included the Auto Test Drive and Motor- 
ing Column Issue. 


Commitment 
"The Henry Ford Awards speaks of our 
commitment to acknowledge and recognize 
the immense contributions of motoring jour- 
nalists in informing and educating the public 
about the automotive industry" said Henry 
Co, president of Ford Group Philippines. 
"Your stories have not only kept the public 
in touch with developments in the motoring 
world, but have kept car manufacturers like 
.Foid on our toes in ensuring we give our con- 
sumers the best vehicles and services we can 
offer" he added 
Each of the category winners took home 
P25,000, while the Best Ford Feature story 
‘winner pocketed P35,000. 


Full fist 
‘The full list of this year’s winners: 
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By Tessa R. Salazar 


(Second of three parts) 

HE CAR parts industry 

| may seem unglamorous 

and unattractive in the 

eyes of the automotive end 

users, yet not too many are 

aware of the implication a 

healthy car parts industry can 

bring to the local auto sector, 

particularly in the aspect of 
car pricing. 

Foreign technology transfer profes- 
sionals, particularly some Japanese au- 
to experts, even dare to say that if the 
country could only get its act right and 
manage to become a significant player 
in the auto industry in the Asian region, 
itwould redound to much cheaper cars. 
for Filipino buyers, not to mention 
more dollars earned for the economy. 


Playing major role 

Let's take a look first at more of our 
major assembly plants, the companies 
which could play a major role in the fu- 


ture ofthe country's struggling car parts -| 


industry. If Laguna has “Litele Detroit” 
in Sta. Rosa, Rizal province has its own 
version in Cainta. The Mitsubishi Mo- 
tors plant on Ortigas Avenue extension 
їп Gainta also has plans to churn out 
completely built-up units to be export- 
ed ro Asean countries. 

For 2006, it plans to assemble 
200,000 vehicles for six to seven years, 
particularly a new type of SUV Mit- 
subishi would not want to reveal yet. 
Two-thirds of this number would be ex 
ported to Asean countries. Mitsubishi 
projects to earn up to $240 million an- 
mually while operations are in full 
swing. Its total project investment for 


* Best Published Photograph for Maga-. this export scheme is P10 billion, P2 bil- 


zine—"Drift Away” by James Deakin, С! Mag- 
azine 
* Best Published Photograph for Broad- 
sheet—^A Hundred Years Young" by Ulysses 
Ang, Manila Times 
* Best Auto Event Story— "Life Begins with 
the S40" by Vernon Sarne, Manila Times 
* Best Online Feature Story— Safety First: 
Driving with your most precious cargo” by Ja- 
son Ang, Motioncars.com 
= Best Auto TV Feature—"Mazda3 Test 
Drive” by Jose Romualdez, Auto Extreme, 
RPN9 
* Best Auto Industry Story—"Impulse Im- 
port Buying” by James Deakin, C! Magazine 
* Best Motoring 
Column—"The Ele- 
phant behind the 
Driver" by Aida 
Sevilla-Mendóza, 
Philippine Daily In- 
quirer 
Best Ford Fea- 
tue Story—"My 
so-called life on the 
assembly line” by 
Vernon Same, 
Manila Times 
Judges for rhe 
2004 Henry Ford 
Awards were 
lawyer Lilia de Li- 
ma, director gener- 
al, Philippine Eco- 
nomic Zone Author- 
ity; Antonio Mapa, 
president, Automo- 
Association 
ippines; Топу 
Antonio, president, 


атуу 


magi 


lion of which would be spent on tooling 
costs, while P5.15 billion would be allo- 
cated for the purchase of local parts. 

This scheme would result in an addi- 
tional 6,000 jobs for vendors. Last year, 
Mitsubishi was reported to have plans 
of exporting its Adventure AUV units by 
2005. It has since denied this, saying 
that, instead, it would plan to manufac- 
ture and export the yet undisclosed new 
SUV. 

However, Mitsubishi recently export- 
ed several Strada pickups to Laos and 
Cambodia, and two years ago exported 
the Adventure to Sudan, which the Su- 


Wiring harness 

. Gear boxes (transmissions) 
Tires 
Batteries 

. Brakes/clutches 


joned and Export 


Filters 
Radiators 
Silencer 
Exhaust Pipes 
Alloy wheels 


E-mail: pr. motoring@inquirer.com.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


danese government used as police cars. 
Mitsubishi Motors Philippines, which 
started operations May 5, 1964, is the. 
oldest and largest assembly facility of a 
multinational carmaker in the country 
(at about 190,000 square meters) and 
has grown to 21 dealerships nation- 
wide with an authorized capital of P2 
billion, according to the Securities and 
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Parts That Have the Potential 
to be Developed and Exported 


1. Stee! and Aluminum Castings 


2. Rubber Parts 


* magwheel center piece, magwheel 
access 

e automotive machinery parts 
automotive wheel rims and discs 
© metal stamping / stamped parts 
for automotive 

* brake and clutch pedals, accelera- 
tor pad pedals. 

e hinges, auto seat spring, frame 
assy 

* condenser coil for aircon and 
evaporator assembly 

* metal balls, shafting, bolts and 
nuts 

© bracket master cylinder 

* underchassis components 


3. Interior. 


* automotive seal, O-ring 
transmission support, engine sup- 
port, suspension bushing, radiator 
support, shock absorber bushing 

* oil seal oil filter 

o mud guard rubber and cup, pedal 
pad, arm rest, link wood stopper and 
rubber handle 

* radiator hose, door weath- 
er-strips, wiridshield weather-strips, 
engine mounting, bodyside mount- 
ing, door trim opening, hose for fuel, 
extruded and molded products, rub- 
ber plastic matting 

rubber belting and automotive fan 
belt 


4. Fabricated Parts 


* seat assembly, upholstery for car 
seats 

* door trims 

visor and headlining, car carpets 
and vacuum formed pe car paris 


5. Plastic Parts 


console box 
radiator shrouds 
o mud guards 


5. Electrical Components 


“windshield clip, carpet clip, siding 
dip 

е knob and guide 

* bezel and fuse box 


7. Glass Parts 


* automotive transmission units 
* alternators, starters and parts 
* automotive low tension wire 

* electronics and semiconductor 
tooling 

* car stereo, speaker 


8. Design 


* automotive tempered glass and 
tempered Па! lass indl use 


National Press 
Club; Butch Dua, 
president, Sacre 
Bleu Ford Auto 
Club; and Dr. Ricar- 
do Sigua, director, 
‘National Center for 
‘Transportation 
Studies of UP Dili- 
man. 

The awards night. 
was hosted by TV 
personality Pinky 
Webb, with enter. 
tainment provided 
by Livewire band. 

The Henry Ford 
Awards program is 
part of the commit- 
ment of Ford Motor 
Co. Philippines to 
give due recogni- 
tion to journalists 
who have support- 
ed the automotive. 
industry by provid- 
ing consumers with 
accurate news re- 
ports and informa- 
ton, 
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e fabrication and repair of plastic in- 
jection moulds 

* die casting moulds 

* tool and die design, ma- 
chine/parts design and fabrication 


Exchange Commission records, 


Auto export hub 

Executive Order 224 signed by Mala- 
cafiang granting export incentives to 
assemblers engaged in the export of 
completely built-up vehicles aims to 
push the country as an auto export hub 
inthe Southeast Asian region. 

As car companies, such as Mitsubishi, 
plan its assembly and manufacturing 
strategies for the country and the Asian 
region, the unheralded organizations 
that keep the local parts making indus- 
try in the country alive, are also map- 
ping out the future. Yazaki-Torres Mfg. 
1 Inc, one of the 256 car parts makers in 
the Philippines, manufactures automo- 
tive wiring harnesses and exports them 
to the United States, Japan and Euro- 
pean markets. 


Largest producer 

Tt earns dollars and is 60 percent Fil- 
ipino-owned, while 40 percent belongs 
to Yazaki Corp, a Japanese company. 

Yazaki-Torres produces wiring har- 
ness sets for up to 90,000 cars per 
month. It employs 9,000 people. Its av- 
erage annual export is 055170 million 
and is considered the country’s largest 
producer of autoparts for export. 

Tt also manufactures battery cables, 
PVG electrical tapes and ignition cord 
sets, which are also integral parts of the. 
|. Wiring harness. 

“The wiring harness is a bunch of 
electrical wires that interconnects the 
various electrical circuits of a motor ve- 
hicle. It is considered the nervous sys- 
tem of the car or vehicle, so to speak," 
explains Yazaki Torres president Feli- 
cianoL. Torres. 

Yazaki-Torres exports 96 percent of 
its wiring harnesses. Of chis, 58 percent 
is exported to United States, 28 percent 
to Japan and 10 percent to Europe. 
“Our major customers are Ford, Coop- 
erates of Detroit Mazda Motors and 
Mitsubishi Motors in the United States, 
Ford-Jaguar in Europe and Toyota, 
Mazda, Honda and Nissan in Japan,” he 
said. 
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WITH 2004 WINDING down, car enthu- 
siasts are looking forward to new car 
models in 2005. Here is my fearless fore- 
cast for the New Year: 

* TOYOTA Motor Philippines Corp. 
will unveil an MPV (multipurpose vehi- 
cle) that was introduced in Thailand, In- 
donesia and Malaysia earlier this year as 
the Avanza. With this seven-seater, Toy- 
ota aims to replicate the success of the 
Revo (Tamaraw) that was originally de- 
veloped in the mid-1970s as the Kijang in 
Indonesia. It looks like the Avanza will 
eventually replace the Revo as Toyota's 
Asean people carrier since its power- 
plant, though smaller in displacement at 
1.3 liters, is more advanced than the Re 
vo's aging K-series engine, what with 
continuously variable valve timing, 16 
valves, EFI and twin cams rear-wheel 
drive, a monocoque body, lower emission 
levels and a high ground clearance (for 
floods) are other attractive features of 
‘Toyota's new MPV for the Asean market. 

* MITSUBISHI Motors Philippines 
Corp. is launching in late January two new 
vehicles: the Grandis minivan and the 
Montero Sport diesel midsize SUV. The 


CHRYSLER 300C 


“PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


MOTORING 


Fearless forecast for 200 


ON THE ROAD 


Aida Sevilla- 
Mendoza 


Grandis, the fourth generation Space Wag- 
оп (not to be mixed up with the Space 
Gear), seats seven including driver and 
will be imported CBU (completely built 
up) from Thailand. The five-seater Mon- 
tero Sport; a CBU from Japan, is powered 
by the same 2.8-Шег turbocharged inter- 
cooled diesel engine that propels the 
Fieldmaster, the previous Pajero model, 
but will be priced lower than the Fieldmas- 
ters P1.7 million. Watch out, Kia Sorento! 

* FORD Group Philippines is finally 
bringing in the much-awaited Ford Focus, 
which was Consumer Reports Top Pick in. 
the Small Sedan category while the Focus 
SVT was Top Pick in the Fun to Drive cate- 
gory. The nimble, sporty Focus will be 
launched here in the second quarter of 
2005, but which variant—sedan or hatch- 


1.6, 1.8 or 2.34iter four—is still 
r. We hope Ford Group Philippines 
opts for the 2.3-liter, 145-hp Focus. 
GENERAL MOTORS Automobiles 
Philippines will field the V6 Chevrolet Lu- 
mina, Philippine version, to compete with 
6-cylinder sedans such as the Toyota Cam- 
ту, Honda Accord and Nissan Сейго for 
market share. The Lumina was designed 
and developed for the Asian market and is 
not sold in North America or Europe. 

* DAIMLERCHRYSLER, through CATS 
Motors Inc., will introduce the Chrysler 
300C, the 5.7-liter Hemi V8 rear-wheel- 
drive that is currently the hottest selling 
big car in America. The 300С was the on- 
ly passenger sedan to be chosen as a 
North American Car of the Year finalist, 
the other finalists being the Chevrolet 
Corvette and Ford Mustang sport coupés. 
By the way, next year CATS Motors, bet- 
ter known as the preferred dealer of Mer- 
cedes-Benz cars, will be promoted to dis- 
tributor of all DaimlerChrysler vehicl 

= A new NISSAN SUV is coming in 
2005, courtesy of Universal Motors Corp. 
(ОМС), the Philippine assembler and 
distributor of Nissan light commercial 


TOYOTA Avanza MPV 


vehicles. After the recent press briefing 
‘on UMCS 50th anniversary in the auto- 
mobile industry, UMC marketing group 
senior vice president Elizabeth Lee told 
me about the forthcoming new SUV, but 
wouldn't reveal the model name. So let 
me guess: it can't be the Murano, since 
the Murano is a car-based crossover SUV 
and Nissan crossover SUVs are sold by 
Nissan Motor Philippines Inc. That 
leaves two possibilities: the all-new 2005 
4.0-liter, 270-hp, DOHC V6 Pathfinder or 
thesmaller, lower-priced Xterra, which is 
also all-new for 2005 and has a 4.0-liter, 
255-hp, DOHC V6 powerplant. Both the 
Pathfinder and the Xterra are built on 
platforms derived from the Titan pickup 
truck, but the Xterra has a live rear axle. 
while the Pathfinder has an independent. 
rear suspension. I'm willing to bet that it 
will be the Xterra, which replaced the 
popular Nissan Terrano some years ago. 

* Like UMC, ISUZU Philippines Corp. 
is launching a new SUV next year and 
like UMC's Ms Lee, Timmy Naval 
wouldn't say anything else. 

t may be the diesel version of either 
the Axiom crossover or the Rodeo 4x4 
compact SUV but not likely the Ascender, 
which is basically a rebadged Chevrolet 
‘Trailblazer. Whether it is the Axiom or 
the Rodeo, it will be smaller than the 
‘Trooper and will compete head-on with 
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the Mitsubishi Montero Sport, Kia Soren- 
to and Nissan Xterra. 

* HONDA Cars Philippines Inc. 
(HCPI) Marketing Division deputy head 
Arnel Doria told me at Honda's Christ- 
mas party for the press last week that 
HCPI will not be introducing any new 
products in 2005, thus it will be a “boring 
year" for Honda. Perhaps Mr. Doria was 
joking, but he did admit that there have 
‘been many inquiries about the Odyssey, 
the best-selling minivan in the United 
States. With the Mitsubishi Grandis join- 
ing the race for sales versus the Toyota 
Previa, Chevrolet Venture, Kia Sedona 
and Hyundai Starex, will HCP! continue 
to stay out of the minivan market? 

Other possibilities next year are the 
all-new 2005 Hyundai Tucson compact 
SUV or its twin, the 2005 Kia Sportage. 
‘The Chris Bangle-designed BMW 3 Se- 
ries is definitely on its way. The face-lift 
ed Volvo S80 and all-new 2005 Land 
Rover LR3, having landed in Manila dur- 
ing the busy Christmas season, will be 
greeting the New Year in showrooms. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: The 
trouble with the rat race is that even if 
you win, you're stilla rat. (Lily Tomlin) 


(E-mail comments to asevilla@in- 
quirer.com.ph) 


Philippines gets chance to find what Discovery 3 is all about 


By Charles E. Buban 


ONE of the biggest challenges in 
building a perfec all-terrain 
sport utility vehicle is how to 
seamlessly combine offroad 
prowess with on-road comfort. 

Most of today's go-anywhere 
SUVs have succeeded in achiev- 
ing the first requirement but of- 
tentimes fail miserably in giving 
its occupants a comfortable ride. 

“Tthink the Land Rover Discov- 
ery 3 has resolved this conflict 
one normally gets in an SUV be- 
tween offroad ability and on- 
road refinement,” Wellington 
Soong said. "It probably does it 
better than anything else out 
there at the moment.” 

‘The Jaguar-Land Rover Philip- 
pines president and chair believes 
the Discovery 3 (known elsewhere 
as the 183 and which replaces 


of five terrain settings via a rotary 
switch on the center console to 
accommodate a variety of road 
surfaces. There's a normal dri 
ing mode, one for slippery condi 
tions (grass/gravel/snow mode) 
and three offroad settings 
(mud/ruts, sand, and rock 
crawD)," explained Soong. 

‘The Terrain Response works by 
automatically selecting the most 
appropriate settings for the vehi- 
cles advanced electronic controls 
and traction aids, adjusting the 
ride height, engine torque re- 


sponse, hill descent control, elec- 
tronic traction control and trans- 
mission settings. 

"It's like having an expert rid- 
ing alongside beside you, to help 
you get the best out of the vehicle 
whatever the conditions, on-road 
or off,” revealed Soong. 


4.4-liter engine 
Manufactured in England, the 
Discovery 3 is powered by a spe- 
cially developed 4.4-liter version 
of Jaguars acclaimed V8 gasoline 
engine (Land Rover is now part of 


Ford Motor Co.'s Premier Auto- 
motive Group, which also fea- 
tures Volvo, Jaguar and Aston 
Martin). 

"The engine is matched to a 
sixspeed automatic ‘intelligent 
shift transmission and an inde- 
pendent airspring suspension 
with four available ride heights 
and automatic load leveling to 
enhance its on-road driving and 
refinement,” said Soong. 

Priced at P6.7 million, the Dis- 
covery 3 also features an integrat- 
ed body-frame structure which, 
according to Soong, combines 
high torsional stiffness with opti- 
mal on-road capabilities and 
comfort. 

“Its unique integrated body 
and frame construction uses alu- 
minum, magnesium and Boron 
steel and this means, the LR3 is 
exceptionally light and strong," 


LAND Rover's best-selling modelis redesigned for 2005, getting a new 
styling including this asymmetric rear tallgate, which operates as an easy- 
open clamshell for the top half and a standard tailgate for the bottom, 


Land Rovers segment-defining 
Discovery) sets new benchmarks 
in design and functionality. 


Terrain Response system 
The Discovery 3 features Land 
Rovers patented Terrain Re- 
sponse system, which optimizes 
driveability and comfort as well 
as maximizes traction. 
“The driver simply chooses one 


AS USUAL, the Christmas rush is on 
during this time of year. 

‘The streets of Metro Manila teem 
with man and machine, as though ev- 
erybodyS cramming to buy a gift to be 
given to a dear one this weekend. 

Balikbayans, both the first timer 
and old timer, continue to be amazed, 
ifnot stunned, by this phenomenon. 

"And I thought our people are in ab- 
Ject poverty” said many a balikbayan 
‘who strayed into malls and saw thou- 
sands grappling with that cold, if not 
cruel, reality: In wealth or in want, we 
gotta give. 

Such is the culture of the Filipino 
that it elects to close its eyes if only to 
show love and concern to a loved one, 
the neighbor and even to a complete 
stranger. 

‘The family vehicle has never been 
that busy, whether for use by our ba- 
likbayan-relatives traveling here and 
forth, or by family members out on a 
stroll at the crowded park, a trip to 
Tagaytay or Baguio or to the province, 
or a visit to the mall to both cool off 
frayed nerves caused by traffic and 
buy anything that could be of value 
come gift-sharing time on Dec. 24 or 
Dee, 25, 

‘As we love to say, “Only in da Pilip- 
ins,” 

In a recent news report filed in 
Singapore, the Honda Civic and CR- 
V have topped the JD Powers 105 
(initial Quality Study) survey. It 
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DISCOVERY 3 shows how brawns and beauty can go together. 


assured Soong. 


First released in the UK 
The first generation Discovery 
was released in the United King- 
dom in October 1989 to fill the 
ever-widening gap between the 
luxurious Range Rover and the 
utilitarian Land Rover 90 and 110 
(later known as the Defenders) 
"The new Discovery 3's styling 


Traffic days are here 


takes its cues on the last models 
brutish good looks and the Range 
Rover's tailored shape: square 
front, flat rear end, the roof that 
has two levels, and a lot of room 
around the wheels. What is 
rather new is dipping window 
line on the split railgate and the 
the air-intake vent on the right- 
hand side," described Soong. 

He said the priority in the 


Discovery 3's new design was to 
give the passengers and driver 
a superb cabin environment, 
with more headroom and 
-greater comfort. 

“The designer intended to 
make the Discovery 3 unique 
from the rest," Song said. “With 
its modern, bold and distinctive 
looks, no one will absolutely mis- 
take this SUV for anything else." 


FuLL 
TANK 


ea 
Al Mendoza 

said that both vehicles recorded the 
fewest initial quality problems in 
their respective segments, accord- 
ing to the J.D. Power Asia Pacific 
2004. 

‘The study measured vehicle qual- 
ity during the first two to six months 
of ownership and is based on evalu- 
ations from more than 1,200 new- 
vehicle owners. 

‘The study focused on 135 prob- 
lem areas affecting quality across 
nine 108 categories: ride, han- 
dling and braking; features and 
controls; seats; heating, ventila- 
tion and cooling (HVAC); sound 
system; vehicle exterior; vehicle 
interior, transmission; and en- 
gine. The overall model pesfor- 
mance is summarized as the num- 
ber of problems reported per 100 
vehicles (PP100). 

Honda Civic retains its top posi- 
tion in the midsize segment, with a 
score of71 PP100. The Civie records 
the fewest problems in four of the 
nine problem categories measured 
in the 105, namely features and 
controls, sound system, vehicle ex- 
terior and transmission. 


* 


On features and controls, and 
transmission, Honda Civic tied with 
the Toyota Corolla Altis. 

Honda CR-V led the SUV seg- 
ment with an 10$ score of 68 
PP100. Honda CR-V's strong per- 
formance is driven by industry- 
leading scores in the ride, han- 
dling and braking, features and 
controls, vehicle exterior and 
transmission categories. 

Again, my kabaleyan Amel and 
his chief angels, Tin Tin and Sheryl, 
notto mention Takano-san, deserve. 
atapin the back. 

Here's a letter from Chito Vecina, 
one of the nation's renowned photog- 
raphers, whose one distinctive talent 
that has become the envy of his peers 
is his wedding photography. 

“Dear Mr. Mendoza: 

"I write to ventilate to you sad ex- 
perience. 

"| bought a Starex GRX 2004 
model last October 2004 at 
Hyundai Alabang. The sales person 
said the САХ 2004 model is the an- 
swer to my search for a fuel-effi 
cient van, saying the GRX 2004 con- 
sumes less gas than the Club 2003 
model. 

“I must admit I was ‘sweet talked? 
into buying it. The vehicle consumes 
one liter of diesel per 5 km. The 
Starex Club 2003 that had test- 
driven a week before 1 bought the 
Starex GRX 2004 consumes less gas 


(about 10 km/liter). 

“After pointing this out to Hyundai 
Alabang, they said Starex GRX 2004 
is not a fuel-efficient van in that it 
was specifically designed for Euro- 
pean consumption centering on en- 
vironmental friendliness rather than 
fuel efficiency. 

"1 was furious because they lied to 
me. 

"Hyundai Alabang tried twice to 
reciify the problem, but to no avail. 

Thank you very much for your as- 
sistance and more power!” 

1 tried calling up Hyundai Alabang 
but 1 was unsuccessful. A response 
from your side, fellas, will be highly 
appreciated. 

Congratulations to the winners 
of the Fourth Henry Ford Awards, 
among them my neighbor here, 
Aida Sevilla-Mendoza, and Ver- 
non В. Sarne (two prizes) of the 
Manila Times, Also, a toast to Erle 
Sebastian of Today for running 
away with the top honors in the 
newly introduced Nissan Best Sto- 
ry Awards. “I didn't know it pays 
to be hard-hitting,” said Erle, rais- 
ing his San Mig light to me, after 
receiving his prize. 

Merry Christmas to one and all! 

QUOTE ME. In these traffic-prone 
days of the year, fill ‘er up always to 
avoid hassles when suddenly caught 
ina vehicle jam. 


BMW announced а7 to В percent retail price 
increase on BMW 3 Series models starting 
next year, 


BMW to increase 


BMW Philippines Corp. has announced that it 
will increase 
year, due to the development of the currency 
exchange between the peso and the euro. In a 
first step, BMW will increase the retail prices of 
selected variants of its best-selling model, the 
BMW 3 Series, by seven to elght percent effec- 
tive Jan. 1, 2005. 

Customers can avail of BMW's current 
prices until the end of the year, and likewise 
take advantage of innovative ownership incen- 
tives on the BMW 3 Series, from 0 percent in- 
terest plans on a 25 percent down payment for 
ав much as four years, to complementary five- 
year service inclusive packages. 

With these special offers, the multi-awarded 
BMW 3 Series is now available at the best val- 
ueever, 

Customers can also benefit from other easy 
purchase options, such trade-in packages and 
preferential cash deals, available at all autho- 
rized BMW dealers. 


retail prices 


suggested retail prices next 
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CHRISTMAS to me means fruitcake. It is the 
gift that keeps on giving, especially in my 
household, as find no use for it other than as 
a recycled token for last-minute 
inclusions in my gift list. It is un- 
natural for me as a Filipino to 
eat fruitcake. Eating it must be 
part and parcel of the entire greeting card hol- 
iday, snowed-in, log-cabin theme abroad, as 1 
can see it going really well with eggnog, to- 
boggans and frostbite. Unfortunately, this me- 
dia battered yuletide image has given us, 
tropical Filipinos, the uncomfortable spiced 
sweetness of moist fruitcake. 


Monstrous traffic 

This season of recycling fruiteake also 
brings us monstrous traffic. In my many 
years as a driver, I have tried to understand 
why Christmas brings our streets to a stand- 
still. Is it because everyone is headed for the 
mall to do their holiday shopping? This theo- 
ry might have held true in the past, when 
malls were few and far between, but in a 
cityscape littered with malls, there is no need 
for us all to congregate in a singular place to 
worship the gods of credit and conspicuous 
consumption. 

Does traffic come to a halt because of the. 
pretty lights and decorations that festoon our 
roads during the season? Though they merci- 
fully serve as eye-relief from the rippling sea 
of red rear brake lights that we must face dur- 
ing our daily commutes home; none really 
have any sort of traffic-stopping quality that a 
bikini-clad model on a billboard has. There is 


COMMENTARY 


"MOTORING 


Fruitcake 


also the urban legend of the traffic enforcer's 
Christmas party, rumored to always occur 
during the payday Friday's before the 25th. 
Amid the prospect of dealing with irate 
drivers, who've probably just blown their 

13th month pay on gifts for 
their inaanaks (godchildren), 
who can blame the enforcers 
for wanting to disappear on 
that inauspicious date? 


Lack of space 

There is no easy, catch-all explanation for 
the traffic phenomenon during December. 
Lets just face the fact that during the yuletide 
season, an unusual and unexplained number 
of vehicles use our already overburdened 
roads and wreak havoc on our schedules and 
holiday spirit. 

‘The undeniably lack of space results in ve- 
hicular congestion, slow brain-numbing trav- 
el speeds, and fender-benders that produce 
flared tempers, increased driver stress and 
some dramatic road-rage incidents. Coup! 
this with our reputation for being some of the 
‘worst drivers when it comes to disciplined, re- 
sponsible commuter driving. 

To put things in perspective, some multi- 
national corporations hire one of the coun- 
try's best touring car racers to teach the staff 
how to drive defensibly in Manila traffic. 
Imagine, what we take for granted on а daily 
basis as an unavoidable hassle of city living is 
actually deemed by some as a hostile envi- 
ronment to travel in. Multiply this by the fac- 
tor of the holiday traffic problems and the 
situation can be seen as potentially danger- 


FUJIFILM 


PRESENTS the 


Get the ultimate suspensioi 


upgrade 


shock absorbers (from P30,000/set), 


Upgrade your speakers with” Kicx Pro 6.5" 
separates (mid & high frequency set) for 
competition grado audio quality (P13,500/set). 
Call Jet Car at 731-4546. 


tor your car with Koni 


and H&R springs (fromP12,500/set). 
Call Makna Marketing at 732-8915. 


Give your ride the "Bling" factor with Bazo-28 22-inch 


et] SCRATCHES, CRACKS 
vv, CHIPS, ETC. ON YOUR 
WINDSHIELD? „е 


2? REPAIR IT 
novus 


LOW COST, HIGH QUALITY REPAIR 
NO RUBBING, NO MESS, NO FUSS 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE” 

WINDSHIELD REPAIR AVERAGE REPAIR TIME: 45 MINS, 


GOODYEAR High Performance Center 
Alabang Zapote Road, Alamansa, Las Pinas 


2 finite resources 

‘What seems to be a chaotic influx of cars 
can only be met by two finite resources, our 
road network and our patience. In gridlock 
traffic, the singular space you lose to merging 
traffic is not going to make a dramatic differ- 
ence in travel time. In fact, allowing traffic to 
flow smoothly, even at a 20 kilometer an hour 
crawl will do wonders to the traffic situation 
оп our main roads. Stop and go traffic is a 
physically arduous task and at the same time 
completely inefficient when it comes to fuel 
consumption. 

Having to accelerate rapidly to close the 
gap and not allow merging traffic getahead | 1 
of you only increases the use of fuel. Let's 
keep unnecessary travel to a minimum. If 
you must join the tens of thousands of cars 
creeping their way to the mall for a little 
last-minute shopping, make the most of the 
trip. Coordinate trips with friends and fami- 
ly. Meet at a central location, leave your cars 
їп a secure place and use public transporta- 
tion. 

Every car that can be kept off the streets of 
Metro Manila directly translates into more 
road space for everyone and less congestion. 1 
ask all of the motorists out there to try some- 
thing new. In a move that will surely be as un- 
natural to us Filipinos as fruitcake, let’s prac- 
tice some restraint and generosity while driv- 
ing this holiday season. It is such a small thing 
to show self-discipline on Philippine roads, 
whereas the benefits we reap from it could be 
great. 

For comments, e-mail the author at scan- 
dyflick@yahoo.com 
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What better way to capture your ride's "before & 
after" stages than with Fuji Finepix Digital 
Cameras. Vibrant colors combined with 
stunning clarity provide you with breath-taking 
Images of a newly customized baby. From avi 
‘enthusiasts to seasoned pros, there's a Fuji + 
Finepix Digital Camera for you! Call Fuji Color 
Corp. at 743-6601. Pm es 


Fuji Finepix F450 
5.1МР P29,780.00 


Ри! Finepix F810 2:32 
6.2МР P36,080.006 


7 pU i & 
Leave your engine 
Leave your v WW TT GROUP 
true experts, backed 
Буе һем дерге ENGINES TRANSMISSIONS. CALIBRATION 


of technical know. 
how, the most 
advanced equipment, 
and decades of 
experience, with ATI 
Group!(Stage1: 
P4,500/Stagez: Й 
P8,500 | Stage 3 : P 
47,000) Call 843-1793. 


The Tour Bike Raok from Thule Is the perfect 
addition to your Thule Roof Rack, enabling you to 
ride wherever the road takes you (P7,000). Call 
‘Thule/EGR at 744-6367. 


‘Show your car you care with a complete line of 
саг care products from A-Toy. From quality 
shampoo to tire black and more, A-Toy's got you 
covered (from P88.00), The Victor Auto Security 
System provides effective protection against 
car theft (P6,500/sot) Call 411-5858. 


ENON-GULBS 
www.xenen-bulbs.com 
For Intense brightness and extreme 
visibility, install Xenon Bulbs’ HID 
lighting ‘systems (from P22,000/palr), 
Call Xenon Bulbs at713-1998; 


Get that unmistakably postí 
fit with gonuine leather seat 
covers and custom Interiors 
from Equipt (from 
P38,000/ot). Call 413-5821. 


(P190,000/5et) and J рос 17-inch (P30,000/set) alloy 
wheels; Concept One sport seats provide the 
outstanding driver support and hot looks 
(P24,000/pair) from Wheel Gallery. Call 724-7176. 


Scratch & heat resistant, the Deflector 
vehlela plate security cover provides 
unparalleled protection with a touch of 
class to your license plates. Available at 
ali leading car accessory shops. 
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In this season of giving, Toyota i is giving you the chance to own * 
REVO for as lowas P12,290 per month” at only 80K downpayment.** 
Plus longer payment schemes offüp to 72 months!*.** 


REVO FINANCING SCHEMES 

VARIANT: 

VX200 2.0 GAS AT ( 

VX200 2.4 DSL MIT ( D 6. 

SR1BGASAT 5 ' Renate 

AO око є KOK TE РРА Don't miss this great December deal. 

GLX BGASAT 2 5 Run to your nearest Toyota dealer now. 

'GL18 GAS WT $9800) 8000 51% 15348 28023 20.88 16473 13963 13 Promo is up to December 31, 2004 only. 
д MW Hem : 


DIX24 DSLMIT 600) 8000 53242 36898 28059 20898 17084 . 14406 
BGASMMT(1207%) 663000 801 ji @ 13,103 12290 
DUX C8 GAS MIT (50%) 39,800 21525 18417 13856 9800 8037 6778 6335 


TOYOTA ğ paing REVO ana RAYA vans. F 


TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 858-2500 Par DTI-NCR Permit No. 3149 Sores ot 2004. 
TOYOTA DEALER HETO. TOYOTA ALABANO, NC Alang 25088 В cor Conca Ce Dive 80850! te 2882-52 TOYOTA BACOLOD CNY. sam Sion Arata SL, acid Oy (CH) 44-11 a 13 TOYOTA BAGUD CIT. Вані Rod 
{Ear мш St Baga Gy 14 MP D511 14) 003213 te 7A OM] 362-4128 3828 (74) 423-6778 TOYOTA BALRTAMAK, WE EDSA cor Vern Ang Gen Evang Sts annue Cy 3-611 DB 364154 ө S07 34-4071 1o 75 
TOONA ВАСКА NORTH. 1010 (pono De Los Sones Ave (COSA). Gun Cay 871219. 1/3929 S212 64a S21 27-7257 GI 8 27-726 68 TOYOTA BATANGAS CTY, NE. 
ba Paa YA) 1227829 TOYOTA CABANATUAN ОТЕ NE а 18 ua per D Бия. Са 
(е i T1796: (a) aa 3094 a 84-1770 0822 73480 TOYOTA CEBU CITY, WG. Canc. Сез cy em: 
фын Cn 982.1021 1a 27 TOYOTA CUBAO, MC. 25 диап, oa Саза. Guten Cay STI OST la 63 TOYOTA DAGUPAN CITT DIG.. ion Raa. Barangay Su Шон, Coo. Panaon IS) 57-2026 1o 28 (075) 522- 
] Toren squamis CA. Sawan. Aguas vr балаган. Carte (038) 423807 | 82 АЧ: a il 10т Baao Tt. to b tanang Ораз Ca 1982) eter бий 242084 
TOYOTA ILORD ОТ INC. Gran Pus Sob a, Коло Cy (53) 30 815 lo 10 TOYOTA MAKATI МС. Ayata cc. Матор Aatees Mau Cay 67-1333 TOYOTA MANILA BAY CORP. oras Bose 
Жа Pa Pa gs TOYOTA Hat лас: SAIN Pray a ee Samu phen Tra a. ba Cy ТАРИ ЫП KOYA TENG тин баа st 


eun HE Он ши. eas Ашин aeo tron ts a t IE DEL AVENUE To били Алы били Cy 712 S00 23 ТИТИ SAN FEN Qus Rad Fea, TOYOTA 
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Christmas is the perfect 


excuse to be kind. 


Christmas is a time for love. 
And heartbreak. Christmas 


is atime for crazy 


dreams come true. 
Christmas is a chance 
to celebrate our 
relationships. Christmas 
can teach us lessons. 


coincidences. It's a canvas Christmas is the 
for fate. Christmas does not opportunity to appreciate 


make us immune to death. 


everyone around us.. 


D 


оаа emal us at estyleGinquirercom ph 
“Text us your feedback: 

Inquirer Ме namelcity/message to 

2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
Chiefof Correspondents Pam Pastor 
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Exchange NE gilts 


MY BOYFRIEND Hector and I celebrated 
опг first Chirstmas in 2002. We were as 
excited as any new couple waiting for 
their first Christmas. 

Both of us were secretly fishing for 
what we wanted for each other for Christ- 
mas. Mall after mall, tiangge after tiangge, 
we searched for our respective first 
Christmas gifts to each other as a couple. 

1 saw a lot of things he would appreci- 
ate--sports caps, muscle shirts, bracelets. 
But nothing was right in my eyes. While 
others shopped for the most expensive 
Christmas present, | was looking for 
something different, something he would 
never forget. 

And so after crossing out many items 
оп my gift idea list, 1 found what 1 was 
looking for inside a craft store. It was 
something very simple. I wrapped it in a 
most creative way and put it under the 
Christmas tree. 

Wie exchanged our gifts on the day of 
Paskuhan 2002 (a traditional Christmas 
celebration at University of Santo Tomas). 
He handed me two gift bags. Waiting is re- 


ally not my thing, so took a quick peek. 
But! opened the two bags inside the car 
оп my way home. All could say was, “Oh, 
my God.” Inside was a diary with his f 
vorite love poem, "How Do I Love Thee," 
by Elizabeth Barrett Browning, printed on 


the first page. 

1 couldn't believe the coincidence, be- 
cause guess what was inside the gift box 1 
had given him in exchange? A diary which 
1 found in a paper store, with my favorite 
biblical love quote on its first page. It 
came with a red Parker pen with our nick- 
names engraved on it. 

He said he felt the same way I did when 
he opened his gift. But wait, there was 
more. The next morning, while slicing the 
cake that he bought for me, I struck some- 
thing hard atthe bottom of the plate 

Imagine my astonishment when 1 saw 


Christmas is rife with Christmas is a time for 
loneliness and pain. iving—and forgiving. 
Christmas is a time for Christmas is an adventure. 
hellos. Christmas is atime Christmas 

for goodbyes. Christmas is a time for believing. 
awakens our desire to This is Christmas, 

make wishes. Christmas is 
amoment for firsts. 
Christmas can make 


that it was a silver pen wrapped in alu- 
minum foil. On it, my name and his were 
engraved. 

Our first Christmas gifts to each other 
were so memorable, they will always re- 
mind us of our love for each other and the 
life we're sharing together. 


according to our 
correspondents, 
readers and friends 


Introducing the EC Tag 
at the new NLE. 


Experience privileged! travel with th 
latest cashless, hassle-free, с 
system at the 


No coins. No queues. it's EC 


pe d 
NORTH Luzon 
EXPRESSWAY 


| 
IN muet 


"i Corporation 


Visit any of the NLE Customer Service Centers 
now or call (632) 580 8910/ (632) 687 6682! (632) 
aa, 637 6682 or email at customer_service@mntc.com 


i? By Hanna, 23, Baguio City 


З "IF I could have another chance/ another 
3 walk, another dance with them ГЇ play 
| a song that would never, never end/ ‘coz 
[Г love, love, love, to dance with my fa- 
idl ther again.” 
|| The night of Dec. 7 was one of those 
Ei rare moments when I succumbed to an- 
other attack of loneliness and sheer 
longing for someone 1 could never see 
| and spend Christmas with once again, 
no matter how hard 1 try to will him 
back to my life: my dad. 
Tt was like a dam bursting open. My 
tears just flowed freely amid convul- 
1 sions, and, for once, I didn't dare hold 
ack the rush of pain that I had hoarded 
inside me fora long time. 
The culprit were the lines from the 
{2 song that filled the air after I sang along 
fa to “You Should Know by Now.” 1 was 
€ fj, able to reach the high note! Good job, 1 
“fg was telling myself as I was waiting for 
: Bj the next song. 
I was still feeling giddy when the in- 
[ tro to "Dance with my Father" began. 
IE Oh no, not again. 1 wanted to turn off 
the radio, but I knew the struggle to re- 


daddy would be futile, So I ended up 
weeping uncontrollably. 

For the nth time, I chided myself for 
crying whenever 1 would hear this song. 
But 1 just couldn't help it. Anyone who 
saw me happy one minute and in tears 
the next would have thought I was 
crazy. 

Well, maybe I am. Ever since my dad 
left us five years ago, Гуе often felt as if 
Tve been robbed of a bit of my sanity. 

Nothing was just the same without 
Dad. If not for my mom, I would have 
been a goner, too, by now. 

No one really knows what I feel, be- 
cause every time my yearning for Dad 
threatens to get the worst of me, I try to 
exude an everything-is-fine-I-am-okay- 
Lwill-survive spirit 

The people around me just don't see 
that, for five years now, whenever De- 
cember arrives, I construct another 
world where Dad is still present: his 
scent, his tobacco, his penetrating look, 
his work-stained hands, his bony figure 
clad in his usual getup of white tee shirt 
and basketball shorts—I try to relive 
them during these times. 

Even if it tears my heart into pieces, I 
create a picture of him in my mind and 


try to believe that he'd be there waiting 
for me when 1 arrive from the city. 

His image will always be imprinted in 
my mind: freshly bathed, seated on his 
favorite bench under the mango tree he 
had planted and groomed himself, 
smoking cigars, his eyeglasses perched 
almost perfectly on his note to get a 
good sight of me as I walked up the 
road. 

Coming home was always one of my 
favorite activities. But not anymore. 

‘Then, right after simbang gabi, Га 
rush home to taste everything that Dad 
had prepared: barbecue, hotdogs, 
cheese and homemade pastries, the 
main courses consisting of nilagang ba- 
ka, whole oven-toasted chicken, 
spaghetti, pancit and God knows what 
else. 

‘Yes, Lean only fall in love with a man 
like him who can create magic in the 
Kitchen and come out with delectable 
dishes, not to mention also singing de- 
lightfully while cooking and downing 
bottles of beer at the same time. 

For me, Dad was the best Kapampan- 
gan cook ever. Even without the latest 
kitchen equipment, he could turn a sim- 
ple salu-salo into a grand feast. In our 


home, he was the master of the kitchen, 
and every one else in the house was just. 
too glad to oblige him. 

‘On Christmas eve, while we savored 
the feast, my dad, already tipsy, would 
look for my mom, who'd be mingling 
with my titas, cousins and other visi 
tors, and pull her to the center of our lo- 
la's front yard. 

There they would dance. It was al- 
ways quite a scene—one of those mem- 
ories I'd treasure in my heart for as long 


Now, you can share holiday memories with your friends and relatives without lugging bulky E E TEN 


There's more to | 
pack between you 


Up to 25,000 photos’ 
Р р! 
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Up to 42 days of continuous voice recording” 


Office documents 
Games 
Phone and email contacts 


Calendar appointments 
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Later on, I would join them in a tight 
hug, and feel their love envelop me. 

"This was my kind of Christmas, But 7 
it's something 1 can never experience : 
anymore. 1 

“1 know Im praying for much too 
much/ But could you send back the only 
тап she loved/ 1 know you don't do it 
usually/ But dear Lord she's dying/ To 
dance with my father again/ Every night 
1fall asleep and this В al ever dream...” | 
= л 
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$ Solwasinthis chatroom and start- 


ed checking out random names that. 
interested me. Sure enough, 1 got. 
some responses here and there'while 
others just ignored my private mes- 
sages. 

Twas about to log off when one girl: 4 
answered back. We began chatting 
about trivial stuff and, by 2 a.m, we ' 


3 got to know each other's real names. 
f and exchanged ph ib 
A ged phone numbers. 


and your music. 


ka selves silly. I even get to read her 


і 
| 
i 


laptops or photo albums around. Poring through that organizer for your meetings won't be 
necessary either. With up to 60 GB of room for as many as 25,000 photos, ...or up to 42 days of 
continuous voice recording, the iPod can keep both your work and life mobile, within your 
pocket. All without putting a pause on your music. 


She asked if she could add me to 
her buddy list. I said, why not. She: 
seemed nice and genuine, And we had. 
a lot of things in common. P 

We spent the hours laughing our- 


Ў Friendster profile and her friends" ted 


timonials, which she likewise did with! 
y mine. 
l became so interested to know 
з more and more about her that, after! 
that, I didn't even bother entering * 
other chat rooms. For about two 
weeks, we became regular chatmates, .. 
and 1was feeling giddy allihetime. 3 
But then came the inauspicious И 


“could say it was Friday. Now that 1 
look back, it had the same ungodly 
ring to it, E 

T was online 10 minutes ahead of ' 

1 her. Irwas past midnight when I heard? 

the “knock” and saw that she was on-'x, 


ki! line. I felt better because I was feeling 
KE a bit depressed that day and I had no 
¥ one to talk to. 
5 Well, she was depressed too, she 
said. Wasn't that weird? What were 
* the odds of that happening, right? fi. 
Two people slowly getting comfort- 


"Photos has to be transfered via a computer using iTunes. Photo capacity is based in iPod-viewable photos transferred from iTunes. 
For more information about the iPod photo's full capabilities, please visit www.asia.epple.comvipodphoto 
*Requires the use of third party accessories. 


К. а К ind wil able with each other and falling into 
Enjoy up to 2 аз peace of nind wih {Ў funk at the same time. Hmmm, there 
hardware coverage plus technical support Ei mustbe something there T 
i a А Alas, what she told me completely* 
via phone, email or web with the AppleCare doe p Pipe dined our má 
Protection Plan for your iPod. hadn't gotten over a recently ended 

? relationship, and she was feeling blue 
3 with Christmas just around the cor- 
ner. 
‘$ That killed me. Although it was un. 
f9 comfortable for me, І let her know 
Ж that 1 was there for her. But under- 
4 neath my nonchalant exterior, any 
hope I had for our relationship to. 
$ blossom beyond the Internet seemed: 
i 


along shot. 
My timing couldn't have been more 


Suggested Retail Price: 

IPod Photo 40GB PhP 31,080 6068 PhP 38,130 

AppleCare Protection Plan PhP 3,500 

Authorized Resellers: 

Hua: Abo An 

Dien Dii икн -ecuome Bout 
er" Muse de Gaya 


impeccable. She said she wasn't up tot: 


ka 

(A taking another risk so soon. Which 
just made me more depressed, and 1 

E] 
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couldn't help but cry. Stupid, 1 know; 
Bur thar's just me—a fool for love. ü 
Now, guess Il just be another name"; 

5 on her buddy list. It sure feels like|; 
Christmas all over again. if 


wl 
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By Paolo Lorenzana 


I 


my Visa expired 
earlier. 


T had felt different just a few 
days ago. In a way, it was liberating 
being away from my entire family 
this Christmas. The holidays had 
ceased to be a warm-and-fuzzy 
time of the year for me since I hit 
puberty, and my family had be- 
come too jaded to care about the 


holidays. 


At 19, 1 was the youngest in my 
family of eight and the entire clan 
of cousins, and alienation was al- 
‘ways a part of family functions, es- 
pecially during the holidays. 

1 promised myself that this 
Christmas would be different. 1 al- 
ready had plans. T would drive 
around, get take-out, read a good 
book, watch a ton of rented movies 
and enjoy the company of friends. 
Yes, this Christmas would be differ- 


ent. 


By James Lopez 


IT'S DEC. 24, 1988 

Twas a snowy evening 
and the time was late 

My mother and 1 were 
in Boston 

Alone in the comer of a. 
desolate train station 

Father was coming my 
mother said 

Ttried to stay awake coz 
Twas so excited 

Twas only three by the 
time he left 

So many nights with 
him I neverslept 

Wonder if 1 could still 
do the same 

Could I still kiss him as 
soon as he came? 

T was so excited that T 
thought of the next days 

With my father Td play 
till New Year's Day 

1 looked at mama and 
she wascrying 

« Why was she crying if 

my father was coming? 

Isaw that her heart was 
inyain 

‘The tears in her eyes 
kept me wonderin’ 

1 decided to be quiet 
and hold my word 

For 1 knew that mama 
wouldn't saya word 

Bur I never expected 
that soon T would find 

The answer to the ques- 
tion in my mind 


WAS woozy when I 
woke up that morning. 
Itwas 10 a.m. of Christ- 
mas Eve, and I realized I 
would be spending Christ- 
mas alone, since my family 
was to attend my sister’s 
wedding in California and 


Separate 

Late afternoon, I took a drive 
through Ortigas, taking advantage 
of the bright weather. The city was 
celebrating, with buntings and all, 
and I felt separate from every- 
thing. 

The bustle of Christmas Eve was 
notas intense as I thought it would 


ple scurrying around in the mall 
doing last-minute compulsive 
shopping for their loved ones and 
families. 

The weather had changed from 
sunny to dismal gray as I drove 
home, а rock song singing the 
words “Merry Christmas, I could 
care less” on the radio. 

After a long dreamless nap that 
lasted until evening, I found myself 
ata friend's party thinking that the 
alcoholic atmosphere and house 
music pumping from a stereo 
would alleviate the emptiness 
within. Yet I was more miserable 
than ever, and led me to the 
prospect of going home and sleep- 
ing the holidays off. 

After two cigarettes and a bottle. 
of beer, 1 bid my friends a somber 
Merry Christmas and left. 

Irode the elevator to the floor of 
my family's condominium with a 
family of four probably coming 
home from their Christmas dinner. 
The two children, a boy and a girl 
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When I looked toward 
the north, Isaw the train 

I heard the whistle 
blowing, I knew Father 
was coming б 

“Your father will be 
here in a minute or 
more... 

But don't expect a hap- 
py Christmas like we had 
before.” 

We went to the last 
coach and we went in 

But nobody was sitting 
there 

АЙ 1 saw was a coffin 
sealed in one corner 

In its cover deeply en- 
graved vias the name that. 
read 

PETER 

Mother embraced me 
as she uttered these words 

‘The words with sobs 
that shook my world: 

“Your father is home, 
my dearest son 

But his life, his spi 
forever is gone." 

Ав I stepped down the 
train 1 looked up to the 


‚жу 


Snow kept falling, and 
the air was dry 

] bowed my head as we 
walked away 

Tears ran down my 
cheeks as softly said: 

“Pa, thanks for coming 
home on Christmas 
Day...” 


be. Yet there were, of course, peo-. 


who were around the ages of 4 and 
5, seemed sleepy. 

I looked at the family longingly 
and watched them exit the elevator 
in the floor below mine. Instead of 
getting off at my floor, I let the ele- 
vator take me to the buildings 
rooftop. 

Christmas lights were all I need- 
ed, I told myself. The mere sight of 
them would cheer me up. 


Large step 

Т thought about that one Christ- 
mas when our family decided to 
decorate our old house with lights. 
It was a large step for us since our 
house would always be the black 
spot in our brightly lit village dur- 
ing Christmas. For that one Christ- 
mas, however, I felt like was a part 
of something; that our family was 


just like any other family. 
From the rooftop, I could see 
families in their condominiums 


other, families eating god-awful 
fruit cake and a street below al- 
most bare because everyone was 
somewhere. 

‘And I was alone on the top of a 
building on Christmas day. I began 
to long for everything about my 
family, no matter how dysfunction- 
al or inept we were at showing our 
affection toward one another. 

Ibegan to realize that no one can 
escape Christmas and that beneath 
all its shortcomings is the oft- 
buried comfort that only family 
can give. 

Ас home, I wanted so much to 
speak to my family, tobe with them 
for the holidays. 


Iwas alone on the 
top of a building 
on Christmas Day. 
| began to long 

for everything 


about my family 


Td call my sister as soon as 1 
woke up and tell her how much T 
wanted to see her walking down 
the aisle. l'd greet my family the 
first sincere “Merry Christmas" Га 
ever said. I'd do all these as soon as 
iwokeup. 


Family 

As my head sunk between two 
cushions and my eyes grew heavy 
and slowly begun to close, I could 
see my family sitting together in 
Carmel, chilly, yet smiling and en- 
joying each other's company. 

1 mouthed the words “Merry 
Christmas,” while Dave Matthews’ 
song lulled me to sleep: “Father up 
above, why in all this hatred do you 
fill me up with love love love... and 
the blood of our children all 
around." 
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By Samantha Ang 
2bUI Correspondent 


1 HAVE always wanted to experience Christ 
mas in New York. 

After watching 
"Serendipity" and countless shows with 
Christmas scenes set in the Big Apple, I 
couldn't help but fantasize what it would be 
like spending the holidays there. In the 
movies, everyone seemed so warm and joy- 
ful that you wouldn't think of spending 
Christmas in any other place. I imagined it 
tobe perfect. 

1 could already picture the scenario. 
“There would be snow, of course. I would be 
sitting in some chic café, sipping hot choco- 
late watching frenzied’ shoppers rush by 
with their paper bags filled with gifts 
in shiny wrappers. АП the big stores Ys, 
would be decked with elabo- Ў 
rate displays of lights and dec- 
orations, and Christmas carols fill 
the ai а 

‘Then, I would take a stroll 
along Central Park and watch the ice “/ 
skaters or stand in front of the famed 
giant Christmas tree in Rockefeller 
Center at Christmas Eve to admire the 
twinkling lights and the smiles of happy 
families around me. 

Wouldn't it be 
simply wonder- >. 
ful? M 

‘And yet, some- 
thing seems to be 
missing from the 
whole scenario. 

Lying on my bed, 
listening to “Merry 


“Home Alone 2,” 


hes 
7 < 


- 
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lacked out on Chrietmae 


By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


LAST year, when my girlfriend refused to 
obey her older sister and sell Kiki the family 
poodle, she got kicked out of the house. 
With nowhere else to go, we decided to live 
with my relatives. 

‘The family house had a de- 
tached room that nobody was 
using, plus a separate Nean- 
derthal comfort room used 
by the maids. While the ~ 
room became ours, we 
were told by my relatives £ 
to use the bathrooms locat- +} 
edinsidethe mainhouse. ke 

Now my girlfriend is an A = 
extremely (and sometimes a 7; 
annoyingly) shy creature. De. YE, 
spite knowing and having gone 
ош with my relatives before, she remained 
shy and detached, opting to go out of the 
house or just stay inside our room. 

‘She was so shy that we had to leave the 
house early for lunch at the malls, have din- 
ner somewhere else and go home late 
enough so that everyone would be asleep by 
the time we arrived, 

‘And during the rare times when we were 
at home and were invited for a meal, 1 had 
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... and having the true 
Christmas right here in 
my beloved Philippines 


Christmas, Darling” blasting out from 
our neighbors Christmas party, 1 pon- * 
dered how something supposedly as joyful 
аз a Christmas song, could also evoke a feel- 
ing of loneliness. Suddenly it hit me. 

Family. Friends. Loved ones. 

With that realization, my notion of that 
perfect White Christmas ceased to exis 
Would Rachel Green be as blissful with- 
out her friends on Christmas Eve? Would 

Macaulay Culkin (a.k.a. Kevin Mc- 

«ў Callister) and his family have a mer- 
VC ту Christmas if they didn’t find 

опе another? 


17 After all, it isn't so much about 


W- Qed the place than it is the people 


^w. V were celebrating Christmas 
is’ NA with. Besides, we, too, have our own 
Christmas traditions that could not 
be experienced elsewhere in the world. 
‚ Maybe I don't need to go searching for 
À more when everything is right here. If by 
chance I do get to spend Christmas 
abroad one дау, I know that Iwill still 
long for all the 
things that 
shaped ту 
i whole Ше 

ў Christmases. 
f | look forward 
to simbang 
gabi—to waking up 


eh RSI 


to lie and tell my relatives we already ate | 
somewhere else. 

My girlfriend was so shy and uncomfy 
about the whole setup that she wore her ! 
‘Sunday best clothes everyday. 

She was so shy and overly conscious that 
she didn’t want to step inside the main 

house despite invitations. She was so 

„ shy that no matter how angry and 

‘authoritative I tried to be, she 

chose to use the maids’ com- 

fort room instead of the 

ones inside the main house. 

During Noche Buena, my 

2 girlfriend ate with me and 

my relatives, but just had a 

= spoonful of some of the 

dishes. This got the atten- 

т © tion of my relatives, who 
1 “@ prodded her to help and stuff her- р 

self silly, but she just turned shyer 

and didn't finish tasting the other dishes. 

This year, my girlfriend doesn't have any 
reason tobe shy. She doesn't have to sleep on 
the floor. She doesn't have to share a comfort 
room with the maids. She doesn't have to 
don her best outfits for anyone. She doesn't 
have to starve herself on Noche Buena. 

Because we just got ourselves a place. I'm 
pretty sure welll have a merry Christmas 
thís year. 


AP 


early once again and hearing Mass in our ? 
festive church; to my high school class re- 
union and the trip to Enchanted Kingdom 
with the barkada to watch the fireworks; to 
driving by streets adorned with parols, 
dancing Santas, and beautifully lit gardens; 
to hearing local Christmas songs on air, and 
even "Ocho Ocho" made to sound like one; 
to jostling with human traffic at bangketas; 
tooverloading myself with h 

gift-giving (and receiving!), and really, 
plenty of others. 

Moscofall, Pm looking forward our annu- 
al Noche Buena. There is truly nothing in 
the world that compares to that experience 
оп Christmas Eve. We'll be hearing Mass at 
midnight to celebrate Jesus’ birth and be go- 
ing to my grandmother's house afterward to 
bond, feast, and bask in the company of 
close relatives. As always, there would be 
lots of laughter and love. 

Yes... perfect. 


PBA иҗ 


By Patricia Nadine Mirasol 


Atthe terminal 


A predictable wave of first- 


timeemotions: 


Enthusiasm struggling with 


+ anxiety, 


. The eager-beaver compet- 


ing with the clumsy, 
the frenzied -ticket 


As 
"counter blurred 


j won't 


.mas 


Into the more orderly wait- 
ingarea. Я 

Departure to the land of the 
free 

Grasping my bag like it was 
a'present to Immigration ` 

With the earnestness of a 
Magus guarding his Kingly 
gift: 

; The cabin at first glance re- 
Assuring with its ambience. 

And yet, the suggestion 
thateven Santa is not immune 
tovertigo; 

‘Theoretically now, how ex- 
actly do claustrophobies 
cope? 

Abarfin the offing. 

Back to welcoming home 
Shores 

Christmas over 30,000 feet, 


With the in-flight radio still 
sounding like itcame 

From another person's ear- 
phones; 

Jokes and asides 

About loved ones back 
home: 

A Haagen Dazs vanilla ice 
cream cake never tasted so. 
good, 


Patricia spent her first 
Christmas out, of the country 
11 years ago. She spent one 
Christmas Eve onboard a plane 
on her way back to Hawaii 
fromLA. 


NOVEMBER 17, 2004 

It’s not so uncommon for 
people to make wish lists for 
themselves, especially on 
Christmas. But just to be dif- 
ferent, I figured why not make 
‘a wish list for everybody else 
put me? . 
` T haven't been lucky in my 


‘quest for the perfect job, thus ! 


my penniless state. And so, 
Im left wondering where I 
‘will get the money to buy gifts 
forthe people Ilove. 

But let's say we're living in 
а perfect world, and I have a 
limitless amotint of money to 
spend. What would I give? 

For my father, Pd get col- 
lared shirts of every color 
imaginable, because he loves 
those so much. And if I could 
possibly buy it back, 1 would 
also love to give him the abili 
ty to move his right side 
again. 

For my mother, I would 
give her all the prettiest Mura- 
по beads money can buy and. 
a credit card that never maxes 
ош and pays for itself, so she 
can stop worrying about our 
bills. 

For my. brothers, I would 
build a new house with a 
room for each of them, .so 
they'll have their own pri- 
vate space. would also 
give them a car each, 
so they сап finally 
learn to drive and my 
older brother wouldn't 
have to settle for my car. 

For my boyfriend, 1 would 
get him that gorgeous silver 
carin "I, Robot.” I would have 
some kind of force field in- 
stalled around it so it 
ever get 
scratched or dented. 

For my relatives 
and those I con- 
sider my family, 

1 would give 

each of them air- 

plane tickets to go wherever 
they would want to go. I have 
a lot of relatives who have al- 
ready moved halfway across 
the world, and it would be 
great if all of us could get to- 
gether again, even if only for 
Christmas. 

For my great friends, 1 
would give all of them a blank 
check, which they can sign 
with any amount that they 
wish. That way, they can get 
whatever they want and not 


a 


settle for some randomly 
picked gift from a health and 
beauty store, which is what 
everyone usually gets for ev- 
eryone else. [ 
For the very first organiza- 
tion I joined in college, UP 
Quill, Г would give it enough 
money to be able to publish 
folios for every semester of 
the next 10 years. That way, 
they can keep the love for lit 
erature alive among students. 
For the organization I keep 
оп coming back to, the UP 
StreetDance Club, 1 would $ 
give it its very own spacious 


dance studio, with a built-in 


theater that can house more 
than a thousand people, so it, Я 
won't have to worry about 
renting a costly venue for its, 
performances. 
Oh, but please don't 
hunt me down the 
day after Christ- 
mas if none of 
these things get 
delivered шю 
your doorstep. 
As they say, it’s 
always бе 
thought that 


| 
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By Patricia Dimaano 


1 AM 21 years old, and my 
biggest wish list is this: 

Twant a 2005 BMW 316i, 
manual transmission this 
Christmas (in black sapphire 
metallic, please!). 1 want 
black leather seats and 17- 
inch mag wheels with that. 

Well, okay, I'm not entirely 
sure who would be nice and 
rich enough to give me a new 
car. 

But I do have another wish 
list. And deep in my heart, I 
would be so much happier if 
this list does come tue 
(though I'm not saying I'm 
giving up on my ВМҮЛ). 

* 1 wish drunk people 
won't drive. Is one thing to 
celebrate Christ 
and be 
wasted, its an- 
other thing to go 
behind the wheel 
while 
reeking 
of alcohol. 

A drunk driver 

puts not 

only 

himself 

in danger, but all 

other motorists 7. 

and pedestrians 

on the road. He 

pus people's 

lives at risk. That is just plain 
and simple irresponsibility 
and disrespect for life and 
Property. 

* I wish everyone has posi- 
tive thoughts always. Ies hard. 
to think positive, especially 
with the fiscal crisis and the 
natural disasters coming our 
way. It’s hard to have a sun- 
shiny disposition: when our 


countrymen. are suffering 
from poverty. But what the 
heck—it wouldn't hurt. 

With all the crap thats hap- 
pening, being optimistic may 
yet pull us through this. Just. 
think, the best is yer to come. 
Also, when youre down,” 
there is nowhere else to g0} 
burup. 

* | wish this generation, 
our generation, would be 
more responsible and ac- 
countable for our own ac- 
tions. 1 hope this generation 
would stop blaming other 
people (family, peers, class- 
mates, professors) for their 
angst. Its time to stand up. 
Its your life, handle it. If you 
demand to be treated like ап 

adult, then act like one. 

There is no 
> place for brats 

in the real 
world. 

* 1 wish for 

hap- 
i- 
sed and 
love in every 
home. 
The 
fami- 
ly is the basic 
unit of our soci- 
ey Its the 
family that 

hones е 
kind of people that will be 
part of this community, so its 
important that the atmo- 
sphere at home be filled with 
peace and love. 

* World peacel 
wink) 

А sappy Christmas list? 1 
really don't care, Its my list, 
and when they do come true, 
trust me, the world will be a 
much better place. 
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| justa card - 


THIS greeting card, together with the short poem, was 
sent by my friend Mercie in 1990. I consider this card as 
a "magie card" because it never fails to give me courage 
and hope in my low moments, even up to now that lam 
already a Grade 3 teacher. 
I was once a pessimistic person, but with my dear 
з.“ friend around, I got to view life in a positive way. Mer- 
[Че has been with me through thick and thin. She was 
the first person who accepted me as a gay person. From 
her, I also learned that love is not just holding on, itis 
letting go, too. Е 
Т miss Mercie so much because she lives in another 
country now. But it is just her physical presence that I 
miss. With our friendship built stronger through let- 
ters, no distance can keep us apart. As long as there is 
understanding, as long as there is acceptance, as long Е, 
as thereislove, our friendship will continue to grow. — | 
Ea 
Roland Tubera iz 
Davao City 


You’ ays 
my buddy! 


Marla Miniano 
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By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


DECEMBER days creep up so fast and 
without warning. 

Christmas bells are a-ringing: cash 
registers are ka-chinging. 

Туе fondness for the season, if not for 
the reason. 

Tm not a Christian. Don't get me 
wrong: just don’t belong to the flock. 

Tm atheistic on some days and agnos- 
ticon others; I'm my own rock 

Ilove the lights, the cold yet snowless 
nights. 

‘Asa kid without worries, it meant ac- 
tion figures in gift-wrapped boxes. 

Money from relatives I was not famil- 
iar with, nor care to know now. 

Food we didn't normally eat and 
grapes tacked above doorways. 

Going to church and singing along sal- 
vation chanteys aloud, always! 

But now I'm older, losing hair, getting 
wiser and a bit jaded. 

Tve no war with God, let that be clear. 
My old beliefs have just faded. 

But Im happy and can celebrate the 
season the way I want to. 

1 found peace and sense of self years 
back, and now ГШ do stuff that Thave to. 

ТЇЇ look back at how the year didn't 
suck, and I got to, uh, let's just say I had 
good luck. 

Tm grateful for cool new people I met, 
whether on the net, or in the flesh. 

And the great things we got to partake 
of, like art, culture, debates and freedom 
to choose. 

Oh, 'tis the season again to enjoy 
truces, or get weepy in the company of 
booze. 

Tl always love the lights, the cold and 
cuddling nights. 

Lets celebrate differences and do 
away with the name-calling. 

We're all getting older and losing 
time, so let's just quit stalling. 

But what do really want for the holi- 
days? Hmmm, let's see. 

Tused to pray for peace on earth, but 
have you seen the news lately? 


1justwant everyane to be healthy and 
happy, content and cozy. 

1 want money, more work opportuni- 
ties, and yeah, more money. 

1 want Marvel Legends and DC Direct 
toys, DVDs of “Twin Peaks," "Buffy" and 
E 

Twant the world's finest booty; fun va- 
cations, a better body, my own house, 
and a car (or four). 

For some things in this list, I just have 
to work harder. 

1 just hope I don’t feel anywhere near 
assore. 

January dims the lights, and all those. 
colorful, cheerful nights. 

We'll think about how much we spent 
celebrating the birth ofa messiah figure. 


Well talk how we over-ate and how 
ме got bigger. 

But we won't care because we had fun 
inallits myriad forms. 

Wespent time with people we actually 
like, got drunk, or woke up naked and 
spooning. 

We'll be back to work, school, our 
crazy routines, our festivity-free dorms. 

Holidays have to end, of course, so 
they'll have deeper and special meaning. 

So whichever belief system gets your 
soul off, put tolerance and harmony in 
your creed, 

May the new year allow us to be better 
persons. 

‘And may earthly pleasures exceed all 
our expectations. 
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2bUI Correspondent 


DEC. 8, 1998 

Twas a high school freshie then, 
and although І already had quite a 
number of friends, I wasn't particular- 
lytight with anyone just yet. Lean't re- 
member exactly how it happened, but 
that day, I received an early Christmas 
present: my best friend, Stephanie. 


December 2004 

We've gone through a lot, but I'm 
happy to say that we're as close as ever. 
1 have tons of fond Christmas memo- 
ries with her: marveling at the teddy 
bear-adorned Christmas tree in their 
living room, eating chocolate cake in 
my room, the lovely knitted top she 
gave me a couple of years back, the 
charming journal I gave her last year. 

She would always ask me what | 
wanted for Christmas, and I would 


answer “bahala ka na,” only to text. 
her a few minutes later to tell her 
exactly what she should get for me. 
She hasa knack for planning parties 
for the whole barkada, making sure 
that everything is perfect and that 
everyone would be there. 

She's Santa Claus female ver- 
sion: jolly and generous, warm and 
fuzzy, and loved by young and old 
alike. 

It has been six Decembers since 1, 
found a soul sister amid the 
strangeness and Fretfulness of being 
the new kid in school. It has been six 
Decembers since God gave me that 
unexpected yet wonderful Christ- 
mas gift in the form of a big-hearied 
girl who spreads joy and cheer to the 
lives of everyone she meets. 

It has been six Decembers, and 
my dear friend Steph will always be 
the best, during Christmastime and 
otherwise. 
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Hove yourself a Merry Chrisimas with Dusit Hotel Nikko's December offerings. 
Savor authentic Thai, Japanese, Vietnamese and Intemational cuisines ot the 
specially restaurants of the hotel with special set menus on Dec. 24, 25, 31 
ond January 1, 2005. Enjoy listening to the angelic voices of the children's 
choir ot the hotels lobby, брт doily until Dec. 23. Have a fill of the coke of 
the month ond Christmas delights ot the Deli Shop. Take home of the hotel's 
version of Pulo Bumbong ond Bibingka. Welcome the year 2005 with a party 


at Fiesta Son 


iguel's New Years Eve countdown with o twist. Guests may enjoy 


the hotel's Shop Til You Drop holiday room package for only P4,500 nett in a 
deluxe room or P5,500 nett for a corner deluxe room ond take pleasure of the 
perks. For queries and reservations call 867-3333. 


EN 


wt 
‘Dusit Hotel Nikko 


› 


Pag Konti Ang Matatawagan, Konti Ang Saya. : 


Pero Sa PLDT, 
 Katakut-Takot Ang Saya! 
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|| By Pam Pastor 


STOPPED believing 

in Santa Claus when I 

woke up too early one 

Christmas morning and 

caught my mother hiding 

behind the television, 

Ed stuffing my bright red 
| stocking with goodies. 

‘The discovery did not cause me 

| disappointment. At that age, pre- 

sents were dius good. It didn't 


matter whether they came from 
the North Pole or from my par- 
ents. I would like to believe that I 
merely shrugged my 6-year-old 
shoulders and chalked it up as ће 
first of a series of realizations that 
things are hardly ever what you 
thought they were. 

Fastforward to overa decade lat- 
ex After a college degree, several 
jobs and the amval and departure 
‘of countless people, have changed 
my mind. 1 am 24 years old and 1 
stil believe in Santa Claus. 

And why not? 


PHILIPPINE DAILY (INQUIRER 


urrounded d by Santas © 


see him everywhere. 

in my boyfriend who spoils 
me and stays with me patiently 
even when I work until 4 a.m. In 
my mother who welcomed me 
back into her home and contin- 
ues to shower me with love every 
day. In my grandma who would 
hand the last peso in her pocket 
over to someone who needs it 
more. In my other grandma who 
continues to give so much of her- 
self to so many people. 

In my friends who offer their af- 
fection in various but equally won- 


For fedback, cana usatlifestle@inguirercom.ph 


derfal ways. In Rhandy who spent 
hours fixing my laptop and refus- 
ing to take credit for it. In Sally 
Imelda and Melinda, super house- 
keepers who are protective of us 
and who can cook Ma-ling and to- 
cino just the way like them. 

n Kuya Elmer who does not 
complain when he has to fetch 
me from the bus station at 3 
a.m. In Manong who has never 
shown any sign of annoyance 
—not even when he has to keep 
opening the gate for me when I 
get home at 4, S or even 6 in the 


Textus your feedback: 
inquirer life namelcity/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 263 (Smart) 


oe Clous is ee ina Lk 
ved suit: He comes in all shapes and sizes 


morning. 

in the kind-hearted souls Ë 
who returned my wallet when 1 #9 
left it behind. In people who td 
constantly make life easier, even. 
inthe simplest ways. 

We are surrounded by Santas 24 
‘who don't need chimneys and 
reindeer to make a difference —if 
we can only learn to see them. 

‘And thanks to them, despite its [А 
flaws and the existence of every- 
thing ugly and negative, the 
world has again made a believer 
out ofme. 


Relaxing getaways... 


„anywhere more than a hundred 
feet from your desk would be a good 
“start. It could be a park. A quiet 
corner in a bookstore. And if by 
chance you have a jet at your 
disposal, people say Bora-Bora is 
nice this time of year. 


But if all you've got are a few 
hundred bucks at your disposal, there 
are some gems in the metropolis 
worth visiting. 


Let's start with the malls. Yup, you 
read it right. Malling for most people 
сап be relaxing. The scent of freshly 
baked croissants, a leather goods 
store, can be as relaxing as a lit 
vanilla candle, 


Visit art galleries. Landscapes 

remain to be a popular subject among 
artists. Look at the paintings. 
Appreciate its beauty. The serene 
Take. The calm skies. Your busy life 
should imitate ап. 


Drop by the old college open grounds. 
The cool breeze, The nostalgia. Plus 
the fact you no longer have to cram 
for an exam, can be quite relaxing. 


Go to the movies. Ahhh...comfy 

{- seats. A constant 24 degrees. Just 

V^ don't pick a movie about Japanese 

i ghosts, World War Il or Japanese 
ghosts in World War II. Sit back, 

6. relax and watch a no-brainer movie. 


Surf the Internet. The world wide web is 
full of sites where you can give your 
меагу mind that much needed break. 


Spend an hour in a bookstore. Get a 
book or a magazine. Pick a quiet 
corner. Start reading. And since store 
Glerks won't bother you while you're 
reading, you might actually get to 
finish that book you're reading. 

-Besides, they're busy returning all 
those new magazines into their. 
plastic covers. 


‘Visit your garden. Whether it's a 
large yard or three potted plants that 
make up your garden, the green 
colors and the gentle leaves blowing 
in the wind provide that soothing 
20221. Plus plants give off that much 
nbeded oxygen your body needs. 


sapi something closer. Like 

it HIIS Its. 
open since it's 
sand feet will 


“The soothing effect of tea. 
“The refreshing taste of lemon. 
ip in heavenly peace. 


[ath & Sky lemon Iced Tea 


Refreshed & Calm 
Lemon kele 
100% RDA. Vitamin € 
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hungry. While he was almost in- 
side the church, people evad- 


I ed him as much as they 

ngi: ild, and he earned a lot of 
ringing of my alarm clock. mum e 
Кш ылу ош sare when he tok com 
The first of the nine masses I 


1 looked at the bags of 
wanted to complete was to start food I was carrying and felt a 
at half past four. 


little bit of sacrifice wouldn't 
‘Completing the dawn mass or simbang gabi 


— 


, hurt. This kid needed it more than. 
would grant you a wish, so tradition said. And MY cousins and 1 did. У 
Thad a wish: to be a “iskolar ng bayan" at UR — SO Isat near the boy, and gave him a bag of 
to ease my parents’ worries about my college food. Was he surprised! I also gave him the 
tuition fee. warm drink that I bought, and began talking 
The UPCAT was still about a year hence, (Olim. 
but it would be good if I prepared earlier, , Hisname was Miguel. He was 12 years old. 
fight? "God helps those who help them. He told me he ran away from home because 
selves.” So here Iwas. he did not feel his parents’ love. We began | 
The dawn mass this year was a perky affair, talking earnestly, and before I left, I also gave ` 
unlike last year which made me want to go him my jacket, because all he got was a tat- 
back to sleep. The priest then was a foreigner, tered shirt. 
and his halting efforts to speak in Filipino _ ITeturned every day to the corner where 1 
made the mass slow and lethargic. first saw him, bringing along my cousins, who 
‘But this years priest was a Filipino, and his also gave him some clothes and made friends. 
sermon woke up the crowd. Thanks to him, With him. And they promised to do something 
my early-morning drowsiness disappeared. == athe ae ики 
Outside the church, the stalls selling puto е last day of the dawn mass arrive : à 
one eager to taste the traditional delicacy. See him in his usual spot. тыт ШК ш one ce 
Good thing 1 placed my order beforehand Then we heard a familiar voice call out our member that your parents will always love 
When 1 arsved at the church, I bought two ames. It was Miguel, with a big smile on his YOu, 2nd God too. He wouldn't have let us 
bags of the delicacy for my cousins who face. Hewas with his family. e if ee at Have a Merry Christmas 
would come later that day to our house. Wow, so thats what my cousins did for Мош eaw hm agai 
Not far from where I was standing, 1 sawa Mani ar Таша ск =, = паа tee 
kid in tattered clothes, lying on a carte ith Profuse in thanking us for helping eir son. 
his hands on his RE аа тыйу After much handshaking, we bid each оф. The author is a 14-year-old student from 
ег goodbye. Miguel tried to return the jacket! Claret School, Quezon City. 
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The morning after | 


By Charmaine Tan grouches who won't even give you a glance, 
and you'll realize that this place has always 
should not be — CHRISTMASisin the air. been the same dog-eat-dog world you have 
$ Ithas been ever since the the last quarter of known since you were born. 
i the year set in. The wreaths, the fake ‘This is when 1 start wishing that there 
A for Christmas Жошы and the light started appearing hasnt been a Chrismas at all What is the 
only, but for- 


Next thing | knew, the 
darn candy was stuck 
in my throat and | was 
having a hard time 
breathing 


out of nowhere. Then the commercial promo- point in pretending to be oh-so-merry when 

tions began to sprout like mushrooms, and you're going to be Satan's spawn again in the 

then came the'stampede to the malls of the next year? People who do this have ruined the 

Christmas-shopping crowd. true meaning of Christmas and have defeated 
‘The people have begun transforming into its purpose. 

kindred souls for the past few weeks, evenifit 1 hate it that people are kind on Christmas 

is notin their nature to break outin Christmas merely because of tradition. Гуе nothing 

carols and give everyone they meet a smile. against tradition and all, but there has to be a 

As usual, the Christmas excitement will reach deeper reason behind all that compassion. 

its fever pitch on Dec. 25. ‘The Christmas spirit isn't meant to be for- 
And then it hits you like a truck: Dec. 26. gotten for the rest of the 11 months of the 


‘The morning after. The dreaded morning af- 
ter. Or, at least, Pm the one who's dreading it 
You can’t miss it: the presents are all torn 
open, the media has gone on a New Year 
phase, and people are making resolutions you 
know they will never keep. A few days later 
and its back to the grind, back to harsh reali- 


ty. Modern santas start turning back into 


he timeless gift 


By Harrison Kelly 


HOPPING for a Christmas 

gift can be the most nerve- 

racking event of the year. 
Shopping for my wife can be a 
special challenge. Vacuum 
cleaners are too impersonal, 
football tickets are too impracti- 
cal, and kitchen gadgets are 
downright impossible. 

Twas at a loss, with Christmas fast ap- 
proaching. In desperation, I asked my sec- 
retary, Sally to help me pick out a present. 

We walked side by side in a fast- 
paced walk, two blocks to the 
Jewelry store, Working in the 
downtown business district had 
its advantages; being close to a 
lot of shopping places was one of 
them. 

However, there were disad- 
vantages as well. On the way, 
ош path crossed a couple of 
homeless men, huddled together 
by a vent from one of the nearby 
buildings. 

Т started to cross the street to avoid 
them, buttraffiewas too thick. Just before 
we approached, I switched sides with Sal- 
ly to keep them from confronting her. 


They were surely going to beg for money, 
pretending to buy food, but any donation. 
would surely end up as beer or wine. 

As we got closer, 1 could see that one 
was probably in his mid-30's and the other 
was a boy of school age—around 13 or 14. 
Both were dressed shabbily, the older with 
a too-tight sport coat ripped at the sleeve, 
while the boy was without a coat at all, on- 
ly a tattered shirt separating him from the 
blowing wind. 

A quarter or two and they'll leave us 
alone, I thought. “ГЇЇ handle this,” 1 said 
with my best male bravado. 

But Sally seemed undisturbed by the 
sight of the two beggars. In fact, she 

‘seemed comfortable in their presence. 

Before they asked, she offered. 

“Is there anything 1 can do for you?” 
she directed her question to the two 
homeless men. I was in shock, wait- 
ing to pull Sally away from a danger- 
‘ous situation, bur she stood firm. 
The two men looked at her with 
surprise until the older one spoke 
up. “Yes, ma'am. We do need some- 
thing.” 

Here it comes—the hook, 1 thought. 
‘The two panhandlers are looking for a 
handout, an easy mark. As 1 watched, 1 
could tell the younger boy was shivering 
in the winter breeze, but what could 1 do? 

"Could you tell us the time?" asked the 


year. It shouldn't be something temporary 
that people easily take for granted. 

So here's a challenge for all of you: this 
Christmas, show kindness not just because it's 
the time of the year again, but because you 
want to. This time, keep your resolution and 
shine with the Christmas spirit for the whole 


older man. Sally glanced at her watch and 
replied, “Twelve-fifteen.” He nodded his 
thanks and didn't say another word. 

We continued on our way to the jewelry 
store, and I had to ask Sally about the en- 
counter. 

“Why did you ask if you could help that 
man?” 

“He was cold and in need, that's why,” 
she replied in a matter-of-fact tone. 

“Bur he's a bum. He could have tried to 
fob you or something. 

"i take care of myself. But sometimes 
you have to take a chance on someone." 

We arrived at the jewelry store, and Sal- 
ly quickly found the perfect gift for my 
wife—a pair of diamond earrings. While 
she was there, she bought a man's watch, 
not an expensive one, but she was always 
thrifty. Probably a gift for her husband, I 
thought. 

‘As we walked back to our building, the 
two vagabonds were still hovering around 
the sidewalk grate. Once again, I tried to 
come between Sally and the two, but she 
wouldn't let me. To my surprise, when we 
got next to them, she pulled the watch out 
ofthe bag and handed it to the older man. 

“Here, l'm sure you know how to use it. 

He was as shocked as Iwas. “Thank 
you, much obliged, ma'am,” he said, try- 

the watch on his wrist. As we walked 
away, Sally had a gleam in her eyes. 


By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


NE Christmas several years ago, 
my mom gave me a huge pack of 
hard candies that I so wanted to 

instantly attack. However, 1 was ordered 
not to lay a finger on it until the big day. 
With all the cartoon shows on television, 1 
forgot all about the candies. 

And then: came Noche Buena. After 
stuffing myself like 1 was some turkey, 
tearing gift wrappers and brushing my 
teeth, | suddenly remembered the sweets 
so | crept to the fridge, stole a candy and 
hurriedly jumped back to bed and pre- 
tended to sleep. 

Next thing I knew, the darn candy was 
stuck in my throat and I was having a hard 
time breathing. 1 hopped out of bed, 
dashed to where the adults were and made 
a scene. After a few seconds of charades, 
an intelligent adult figured out what was 
happening and gave me a smack at the 
back. Out came the candy—spinning, 
gleaming like a star. 
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By Kim Libarios 


“When you wish upon a star 
Makes no difference who you 
are 
Anything your heart desires 
Will come to you'—iminy. 
Cricket 


THIS year is different. 
| This year, 1 graduated 
| from college and started 
È working. This year, 1 
can no longer prolong 
my Christmas break, 
since my job requires. 
me to be back by the 
27%. 
This year I won't be there 
El to celebrate my Lola's 80th 
{| birthday, since we usually hold 
iton the 27th. This year, 1 can- 
not have absences like I did in 
college, or I won't be paid for 
those absences and may even 
lose my job. 
This year, I won't be getting 


da 


idus ES 


| Wish upon a star 


allowances from my parents 

anymore. Instead, my meager 

salary now supports my needs, 
my dog and, of course, the gifts 

Tm buying for my family and 

friends. [ 

This year, I won't be able to 
savor the sea breeze that wafts 4 
in our provincial home. I can't $] 
go home because of my job. In- 
Stead, the city’s firecrackers 
and grime will stuff my Й 
w Nose. 

Yes, a lot of things 
have changed in my. life 
this year I feel as if 
Christmas is leaving me 

behind. I miss home and1 J 
miss my family... 

But, as others would put it, I 
am now in the “real world,” ^. 
and there is nothing to hold on 
to but myself—my ambitions, 
my hard work, my dreams. 1 
suppose Iam growing up. 

How I wish it was just like 
before. My wish upon a star. 
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of my life 


By Neetu Emyka K. Dargani 


HE YEAR 2002 was the 
hardest for all of us in the 
family. My dad died of 
cardiac arrest, and there was no 
reason to take pleasure in the 
festivities that accompany the 
holidays. Even now, we miss 
him, and we try to feel his pres- 
ence everyday of our lives. 
know that Christmas is a time of re- 
joicing and thanking God for the wonder- 


^. ful things He gives us. But in our family, 


we do not put up a Christmas tree, nor do 
we surround it with presents. We have no 


Noche Buena, just a simple dinner. This is 
because we are Indians, and we celebrate 
a bit differently. 

But that unhappy Christmas, our famil 
did not have the usual get-together, and 
the young kids were nowhere to be seen. 
‘The only thing I did to ease the pain we 
felt was to set up dancing white lights in 
theliving room. 

When New Year came, we went to bed 
right after dinner. There was no 
feeling of happiness, and my WW 
mom wascrying deepinside. — Ve 

That was the first year we 
spent Christmas without my da 
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The 
Xmas 
spirit 


By Jobelle E. 
Malanyaon 


SANTA Claus, new 
clothes, Christmas 
trees and multicol- 
ored lights, lots of 
yummy food, cousins 
and relatives coming 
over, ninongs and ni- 


cool breezes, and, of 
course, the birth of 
‘our dear Savior... 

These things 
meant Christmas to 
the five-year-old in 
те. 

Christmas is a hap- 
py time, and thats 
what always keeps 
me excited. But as 1 
grew older, I realized 
that some really im- 
portant things about 
Christmas are not 
seen or realized by 
our naked eyes. 

I came to know 
that aside from Mary 
giving birth to Jesus 
Christ, there оге 
many things that 
matter, not only dur- 
ing Christmas time 
but every day of the 
year. These things 
can be summed up in. 
justone word, “love.” 

Оп the streets and 
the radio, we hear 
Christmas carols 
sung by children. It 
only shows that even 
these little children, 
in their simple way, 
are excited to feel the 
coming of Christmas, 

Another tradition 
we have during the 
coming of Christmas. 
is attending simbang 
gabi. Having to go to 
dawn Mass is a bit of 
a sacrifice, but it is a 
significant tradition 
not only because it 
strengthens relation- 
ships among family 
members but also be- 
cause it can help in- 
tensify our faith. 

This is the time 
when we most feel 
the presence of the 
Lord because it is the 
spiritual preparation 
for Christmas, the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 

Christmas, as it 
has been often said, 
is about giving and 
sharing. Irs about 
forgetting your past 
hatreds and forgiving. 
people who have 
hurt you most. 

ts about putting a 
smile on everyone's 
face and realizing 
that you are smiling 
wider than they are 
after that. It's about 
making peace and 
feeling peaceful 
within yourself. 

its about having 
your family and 
Friends close to you 
whisper "I love you" 
in your eas, and vice 
versa. 

All of these things 
are emphasized dur- 
ing Christmas time. 
But why not empha 
size them every day 
of the year? Why not 
give love, not only on 
Christmas day? 
Wouldn't it be won- 
derful to do all these 
things every single 
day of our lives? 
What a better world 
we will have then! 

Let us not limit 
ourselves to doing 
‘wonderful things on- 
ly once a year. Let us 
spread joy not only 
during Christmas but 
every day 

Love should be 
given away, not kept 
within our hearts and 
shared only on Dec. 
25. 

Let us fill every 
day with the Christ- 
mas spirit. This way, 
the love that we have. 
will stay in our hearts 
not only for one sea- 
son of the year, but 
forever. 
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By Janus Victoria. 
Contributor 


wo weeks ago, I got my very 

first concert press pass and it 

was for the MTV Staying 
Alive Music Summit for HIV/AIDS 
held in the open field at The Fort. 
My pass said the gates would open 
at 10 am. and performances 
would start at 4:30 p.m. Of course T 
arrived late. Because I could. 

‘The great thing about having a press pass 
toa rock concert is that you never have to line 
up. You have a special entrance and a sepa- 
rate area—the best seat in the house. You can 

ime and there will still be room for 
you. It will wait for you, no matter how тапу 
bathroom, coffee or cigarette breaks you 
take. 

You also don't have to worry about suffo- 
cating or rubbing sweat with strangers 
"There's a lot of space where you can move 
around, chat a bit with your fellows, or find а 
better spot to see the performers. Its all very 
civilized, you see. 

But that is not what a rock concert is about. 

Т arrived at The Fort at past 8 p.m. Аз 1 
walked towards the venue, I heard Barbie's 
Cradle perform. 1 was a bit surprised that the 
band played so early; after all, they are a pop- 
ular band. Either the concert started on time, 
which rarely happens , or the line-up of artists 
included only the great ones. The answer, re- 
alized after a long time of waiting, was nei- 
ther. 

Four hours passed before a good band fol- 
lowed Barbie's Cradle. The time in between 
was peppered with an odd assortment of 
artists. It was a mix of everything— Rn, al- 
ternative, hip-hop and even a bit of opera. 
While variety is usually a good thing, it didn't 
work in this concert 

The 50,000 kids who came were all rock 
music lovers. They were polite to the four 
largely unknown foreign acts, namely Joshua 
Payne, Jay Sean, The Barbs and Duncan 
Sheik. That is, they only gave blank stares. As 
Payne commented after his performance, “Ал 
opera singer shows up at a rock concert, this is 
what you get.” 

‘As for the local artists who did not play rock 
music, the reaction was pretty bad. When 
South Border performed, a signboard that 
said “Hiphop Boloks” was flashed at them. 
‘Then, when lesser-known groups came on 
stage, a steady barrage of loud boos, groans, 
plastic bottles, and giveaway fans flew at 
them, Fortunately, no one got hurt. 

1 felt sorry for them. Each group finished 
the three-song-per-artist limit with as much 
enthusiasm as they could muster. There was 
even one guy from the.7 Shots of Wisdom 
who tried to creep into the crowd's affections 
in the most bizarre way: as his group was fin- 
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MUSIC man Marc Abaya 
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BAMBOO hypes up 
the audience. 


no bya din 
` payan 


The 50,000 kids who came 
were all rock music lovers. 
When lesser-known groups 
came on stage, a steady 
barrage of loud boos, 
groans, plastic bottles and 
giveaway fans flew at them 
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Pure Color Crystal Lip Gloss: Artists Lip Pencil (2 shades): Artist's Eye Pencil; Striped Satin Evening Ba 


Intuition 

Personal Touches 

P2,300 (Regular Price: P2,900) 
Eau de Parfum Spray 30 mi 

Body Lotion 75 mi 


Estée Lauder pleasures 

Day By Day 

P2,950 (Regular Price: P3,520) 
Eau de Parfum Spray 50 ml 


Body Lotion 50 m! 
Bath and Shower Gel 50 mi 


MAKATI * SHANGRI-LA PLAZA * ALABANG * CEBU AYALA 
Makati, Tel. No. 617 1884 
о. 633 4636 local 106 


Shangri-La Plaza, Tel. 


Beautiful Sheer 

Essentials 

P3,150 (Regular Price: °5,300) 
Eau de Parfum Spray 30 mi 

Fragrant Body Spray 50 ml 

Fragrant Body Lotion 100 тїї 


O 


v + 
Estée Lauder beyondparadise 
Fragrant Dreams 

2,500 (Regular Price: P 3,100) 
Eau de Parfum Spray 30 ml 

Body Lotion 75 ml 


Exclusively available at: 


Alabang, Tel. No. 850 5532 local 101 
Cebu Ayala, Tel. No. 231 5641 


Estée Lauder pleasures intense 
Luxurious Duo 
P2,300 (Regular Price: P2,780) 


Eau de Parfum Spray 30 ml 
Body Lotion 75 ml 


Your Festive Gift 

An exotic Silk Road Handbag 
appliquéd with sequins is yours with 
purchases of 3,000 and above. 


“One gift to a customer, please. 


Level 1, Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati 
Tel No. 892 3166 & 892 3153 


Por DUN- NCR Prom No. ызы Sven 2001 


By Christian В. Bautista 
2bU! Correspondent 


TALK about a bad idea that be- 
came fruitful by freak stokes of 
luck. 

Conspiracy Bar, a social experiment 
that involved testing the mettle of musi- 
cians in running a business, recently 
marked its first anniversary. 

‘The celebration had a slew of great per- 
formers, but it didn't come without a few 
bumps and bruises. 

As Joey Ayala put it, “we're hanging by 
ihe skin of our teeth." 

‘The idea for Conspiracy was born out of 
а need for sense of community Ayala 
found a little spot in Visayas Avenue 
which was referred to him by his accoun- 
tant. 

Noting the cheap rent, he decided to 
tell his friends about it. Six musi- 
cians—Bayang Barrios, Noel Cabangon, 
Cooky Chua, Cynthia Alexander, Gary 
Granada and Ayala himself--conspired to 


е vons 
KI 


RICO Blanco of 
Rivermaya (left); 
Kevin Roy (inset) 


put up the place. 

However, they didn't go at it alone. Af- 
ter the idea was hatched, they immediate- 
ly sold the idea—and some stocks (at 
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ishing its last song, he unbuckled his belt and 
slowly let his pants drop. As if that wasn’t a 
moronic enough thing to do, he took them off 
completely, and threw itat the crowd, leaving 
an image of him walking off the stage in his 
boxers. Yeah, that was зоооо much cooler. 

But at the same time I also felt irritated. In 
stead of building up excitement as the hours 
passed, these odd acts broke the energy of the 
event. They were truly out of place. 

Another thing that annoyed me were the 
two male VJs. One was old, the other was 
new. When the crowd was getting rowdy, one 
of the girl VJs asked them—in English—to be 
considerate of each other's safety. When this 
did nothing, the old guy VJ, who was clearly 
purely Pinoy, pleaded with the crowd again 
bur this time in Tagalog—in broken and bad 
Tagalog. 

As for the other one, who was foreign-look- 
ing, he surprisingly spoke great Tagalog. 
However, by the middle of the concert, he was 
obviously drunk, as he slurred his way 
through his talk of the importance of protect- 
ing yourself from AIDS. 

és hard to communicate to an indifferent 
audience even if the concern is serious, such 
as AIDS awareness. This is why MTV is the. 
best medium for spreading information about 
it. Kids will listen to their idols. But if those 
who communicate the information dont 
even, atleast, look serious about it, the oppor- 
tunity is wasted. 

By midnight, | decided to look for a chair. I 
found one near the trailers that housed the 
camera equipment. 1 sat before a small TV 
that showed what happened onstage. 1 told 
myself I'd get up once the It bands—Bamboo 
and Rivermaya—got on stage. 

An hour later, they were still not there. I 
couldn't wait anymore. I was tired, although | 
didn't even sweat one drop. So | got up and 
left. 

‘As L walked toward the parking lot, I heard 
the crowd leap to life. Bamboo was playing. It 
sounded fantastic. 

1 could go back; 1 knew my space was still 
there. But | didn’t. For it was precisely all the 
free space that made it impossible for me to 
enjoy the music. 


Six musicians and a 
slew of friends find 


P15,000 per)—to close friends. To date, haven in their own 


over 150 stockholders have lenta hand. 
Conspiracy is meant as a venue to hang 


ош апа тест with fiends "Ме иг иан. Watering hole on 


ed a place na pwede kami magkita-kita. 


Personally, Pm uncomfonable with пох Visayas Avenue 


places. The level of discussion is what Fm 


happy with here. And you also don't need to their first anniversary, and everyone 


to have pretentions,” said Granada. 
"We're noc really here for business,” he 


said it was worth all the anguish. 
‘The party went on until the wee hours 


added. “We're having fun. 1 think yun 
‘yung point ng exercise." 

‘After opening, the bar had to deal with 
birthing pains. Ayala and company had to 
play it by car, dealing with inconveniences 
like finding their market and apologizing 
to complaining neighbors. 

“Wala naman kasi sa aming restaura- 
teur, Puro kami musicians,” explained Ay- 
ala, 

But despite ай the hassles, they made it 


of the night, with musical performances 
by popular artists like Twisted Halo and 
Bayang Barrios and other lesser-known 
acts like Nityalila and Dawn Bande. 

Good music and the need for financial 
stability aside, Granada has one wish for 
hisand his friend's “baby” 

"Sana maging lugar ito for an honest-to- 
goodness free flow of ideas," he said. “At 
the end of the day, ang kita namin dito, 
goodwill.” 


CYNTHIA Alexander 
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TROPICAL Depression 


DON 


The BPI VOLVO Lifestyle Promo 


For BPI Express Credic 
Classic/Burgundy, Blue MasterCard 


and Gold MasterCard, every P500" 


single purchase entitles cardholder 
to one raffle entry. To join, just 
register your purchase by calling 
the promo hotline: 683-0008 for 
Metro Manila and 1-800-10-683- 
0008 for provincial cardholders or 
‘email bpi.ifestyle@11sa.com. Promo 
period: November 15, 2004 to 
April 30,2008. 


For Pecron-BPI MasterCard, every 
P 500 fuel purchase in participating 
Petron stations entitles cardholder 
to one raffle coupon. To join, just 
drop coupons at these stations. 
Promo period: October 21,2004 co 
April 30,2005. 


porn 


ГЕШ» 


Plus a chance co win a dream prize 
package worth P-800,000 in the 
Lifestyle Dream Card Rewards 
promo: Asian Cruise for 2, Home 
Remodelling, Home Entertainment 
Showcase, Rustan's Shopping 
Spree, Hotel and Dining 
Gife Certificates and Gym 
Membership ac Fitness First 

Just cune in to the Lifestyle 
Channel for more decals. 

Promo period: November (i 

& 2004 o February 42005 


des Biers ни nci Pa OTLNCR Perna Na 2731 


VOLVO 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
A tradition of leadership 


for life 


Yowo XC90 SUV. Prize tor VOLVO S80 Босића Sedan. Prize for 
524 BP pres Crean Qoid нанес 


‘Approved applications during the promo period will also earn raffle entries. For application and 
inquiries, call BPI Express Phone 89-100, visit any BPI or BPI Family Bank branch or Express 
Banking Center or log on to www.bplexpressonline.com 
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Text us your feedback 
inquirer Ме namefcityimessage to 
2207 (Globe) oF 283 (Smart) 


2BU! RECOMMENDS Ы 


Still looking for 
more gift ideas? 
Take your cue 


straps out of the ordinary Ali straps 
эге 60 inches long, are adjustable 
and padded for maximum comfort 
(you can play stark naked and you 
‘won't get strap burn!) Prices range 
from P900 upwards. Log on to 
\www.cherrypopshap.com 
or text 09193587161 

Maui V Reyes 


Jazz up your guitar 


Here's an awesome gift for your gui- 
di sd ban 
Pop an independent ishing ar 
from SGH accessory line, has launched ready- 
foras and custom-made utar 


our current straps for giris and guys who want 
favorites at 


Worojosmaccióty 
A very chilly Christmas 


Many Christmas parties tend to skip the. 
ica cream because of the chilly holidays. 
Here's an ice cream that will change your 
mind. lan Carandang's premium-home 
made ice cream concoctions are a must- 
have. Called The Ice Cream Barrel, they 
come inin 30 flavors and are so creamy 
and rich, you'l forget about putting on hol- 
{day pounds, Top 10 flavors are Toblerone 

Cheesecake, Banana Bonanza, White 
Chocolate Macadamia, Bailey's Fudge, 
Choc-ful of Chocolate, Chocolate Chip 
Cookie Dough, Rocky Road Swirl, Cherry 
‘Maguire, Walnut Cream Fudge, and Macho 
Mint (super strong mint flavors herel). And 
they're ali made in his own kitchen! Prices, 
range from P230 (for a pint)to P460. 
(quart). Alcoholic ice'treams цоог P250... 
(pint) to P500 (quart) For orders and de- 
livery, сай 09174643397, or e-mail ice- 
creambarrel@hotmall.com. Maui V. Reyes 


Happy endings 


Looking for the perfect end for your Christ- 
mas dinner? 2bU! recommends Dulce Lin's 
Mango Torte, made of cream, mangoes and 
a totfee-flavored crust. Is hands down the 
best mango cream pie we have tasted in 
ages. It was immediately devoured at the 
office, and we're betting it won't last long on 
your tables either. Call Dulce Lin at 3742165 
or visit her store at 36 Times St., Quezon 
City. Bianca Consunji 
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Let's spartyt 


AFTER the mad Christmas rush, every- 
‘one would appreciate the chance for a 
little indulgence and relaxation. Urban 
Spa is offering a whole slate of Christmas 
treats for weary souls during the holi- 
days. 

Aside from their popular services Le 
Urban Spa Signature Massage, Luxury 
Polish with Milk Bath, Executive Bliss 
with Hair Spa, As in Heaven and Foot 
Massage, there are also other gift items 
available—Proud Mary bags, Cereo can- 
dles, Tea sets, Twinings tea of London 
and other books. Gift packages are avail- 
able for as low as P950 with free tea sets 
and Urban Spa Gift certificates. 

Students can purchase Urban Spa Gift 
Certificates for their parents at discount- 
ed rates, as long as they present their 
school IDs. Purchases can be made until 
December 31. Services may be redeemed 
until the end of February. 

Call Urban Spa at 6876195 to 96 or 
text 09178919195 or 09192037517. Vis- 
it www.urbanspaphil.com. Urban Spa is 
located at Level 5 of Shangri-La Mall. 

Pam Pastor 


For discounts, freebies, perks and fun. 
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CHRISTMAS! DAHIL MUKHA KANG 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


Гем Buwi eceiviNG M But W's So носе! HAVE = 

увито А кесене Vs Зоо н делет | (5r чө о t а 
I'LL ве GETTING THIS WHAt Makes You +HINK quoq ECO NG SABI-SABI 
CHRISTMAS. You'Re GoiNG to Get A NA ANG 

Lot oF GiFts 71! BETHLEHEM 

STAR DAW AY 

UFO FLYING 
SAUCER 
“LAMANG 


MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
HOROSCOPE 


HA SANA KUMAPAL ANG MGA GANON BAYoN? ТӘМАМ MO SI KULOT, 
Dun Ea GUBAT PARA MATIBAY ITO l ANG TIBAY SA KALUPITAN 
YOU BORN TODAY: You are careful because you like to be prepared. Whatever you do, you do thoroughly. You SA MALULUPIT NA BAGYO ko! 
naed the security of structure in your life. You're patient, serious and focused. Many do not know that you are f 
also prophetic. You enjoy close nds and family, Major changes take place this year, perhaps as signiiicant as 

thosein 1 

Birthdate of: Diane Sawyer, TV journalist: Barbara Billingsley, actress; Ralph Fiennes. actor. 


( ARIES (March 21 ta GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
‘April 19): You're in the June 20): You need 22): You i call atten- 
mood to shop today. peace and quiet today if tion to yourself today, 
You want to buy some- you can find it. Try to even if you don't intend 
thing beautiful hat lastsafong pamper yourselfa bit. Ifyou can, 10. Keep this in mind. (You might 
time. Good luck! Seek solitude to rest, read orcon- малі to look your best, because. 
template your navel people will notice you.) 
TAURUS (April 20 to 


May 20): The Moon is CANCER (June 21 to 
in your sign today. This July 22): A heart-to- VIRGO (Aug. 2310 
brings you good for- heart conversation with Sept. 22): lf you can do 
tune, but atthe same a female friend will something different 
time it makes you more please you today. Be and out of the ordinary 
emotional than usual open to this opportunity ifitarises. today, you'll be pleased. Subcon- 


(This dialogue will benefit you sciously. you have a need to es- 
both.) cape from your routine. You want 


adventure! (Give this to yourself if 
DAILY CROSSWORD 


you can.) 
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Cool candleholders 
Angel Ferraz of Mystic Mama has 
hands that can transform candle 
holders into works of art 

‘To give them extra pizzazz, she 

adds beads and crystals. No 

doubt about it—these candle 
holders wil ight up any home. 

Cah 0918-5035212. — Pam Pastor 
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LANCOMI: 
"m 


| T E "at 
Glitterati | Now it's easy 
bre d 4 to own опе. 


Number one, Lancme's Limited Edition 
Juicy Bar Disco. Get three yummy Julcy 
"Tubes in one pretty package. Dazzle 
your friends with yoursparking ips 
This lip gloss is as yummy as it sounds. 
Get one for yourself (we know you 
couldn't resist) and get one for your їр 
дозе ойло friend, And it your friend 
isn'ta big gloss fan, don't worry, she 
definitely be a convert. These tubes are 
so yummy that even my brother 
couldn't resist 
You can find ital your favorite beauty 
stores and Kikay havens. 
Second on this short sts Body Shop's 
Sparkle Cube- white gliter that 
changes color when light its it. You 
can use it tor your eyelids and for your 
cheeks, And if you really want to shine, 
use it on your body and hair. Grab your 
‘own Sparkle Cube (P495) at The Body ^ х 
ЕТ Shop branches matonwide. | MS ; CX 7330 
". am Pastor ан = 
Баста 5 = + ЗХ Optical Zoom 
33 Digital Zoom 
+ Continuous Digital Video 
with Audio 


Give art on Christmas da 
Segoe et бше vl to DU M _ AAHON 


The notecards, which feature children's book Illustrator 

Isabel (Pepper) Roxas’ new series of watercolors, can be used 

as quirky Christmas cards or as thank-you cards for the people 

who remembered you this season. 

The cards come in four designs and are available in packs of 

four (P160/sel) ога set of eight which comes with a handmade < 

slipcase (P280/set). E-mail |sabel@roxasdesign.com or text - 

0917-9014463, Pam Pastor t Сх 1430 
+ 3X Optical Zoom, 4X Digital Zoom 
* Continuous Digital Video with 

Audio Recording and Playback 

= 9 Scene and Colour Modes 


before P 15,495.00 NOW P 13,495.00 


PictBridge 

CX 7530 

+ 3X Optical Zoom, 5X Digital Zoom | 
+ Continuous Digital Video with 


Audio Recording and Playback 
+ 9 Scene and Colour Modes 


MEET AND GREET SANTA before P 19,995.00 NOW P 16,495.00 

Let the child out in you as Soryand brings you 

Sana. The magic of Christmas wil noc be complete 

without our adorable Sana! 

Southmall December 18,24 & 25 = 

Fairview December 19,825 DX 7590 5MP) 
+ 10X Optica! Zoom, " 

CLUBBIE CHRISTMAS PARTY ooo 


A Different magical Christmas party awaits our dear Schneider-Kreuznach 
Variogon Lens 


= Creative Controls 
activities for all Clubbies! So, join us as we celebrate. including Program, 


- jl che magic season of Christmas! Aperture and Shutter 
Ip Priority, Manual Control 


Bae | Fairview December 19 P 29,995.00 


with free 128 MB Memory Card 


Clubbies! Loorbags, freebies, fun games and exciting 


TIBI CHRISTMAS MUSICALS 
Zum, 7775 “ШӘ Enjoy a diferent musical dis Christmas season. Be 
ДУ BERS, сергей with the joyful songs of Christmas! 
Southmall December 19,25,30 & January 2 
Fairview December 18,26,30 & january | 


[^ 77 7" kodak Hotlines: e Y 
E 636-9600 for Metro Manila, 3 
4-800-188-9600 Toll Free for Provincial Areas 


DEAR SANTA PLAYS Go to the 


Hie pond ыша vont du peru KODAK DIGITAL CAMERA MALL TOUR 
Storyland wil bring you. Liven the chid in and bring out the brilliance of life. 
everybody's heart as we lear the lessons dear Santa 
wil teach us. 

Southmall December 26 & january | 

Fairview December 25 & January 2 


Check out the latest digital cameras (гот Kodak, on-the-spot 
muralists and body painters, and our Kodak celebrity digital 
picture gallery. At the Ground Floor Makati Mali, Glorietta 3 


ADiteren Stary from December 15, 2004 to January 1, 2005. 
Everytime. 

— Participating Dealers: Sth Avenue + Complink « 

aes imeraworld * PC Corner * Viliman 
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| YES, | would like to enroll in Sun 
cellular’ s 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited, 
guaranteed for one year. 
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All Sun Cellular plan subscribers 
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““unlimited local calls and texts 
airs? Sun to Sun 
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ANTOINETTE Ocampo. Celine Lopez and DJ Montano 


How to stay 
blonde forever 


EOPLE often ask me how I 
Pa maintain my Paris 

Hilton-esque locks. Some 
people think Im wearing a plat- 


TINA Tinio, Angelique Villaraza, Jenni Epperson and Nicolette Bell 


Support 
RONALD 
MCDONALD 
HOUSE 


intrigued by the hair spa which is, as early 
as now, fully booked till next year. Try get- 
ting an appointment and consider yourself 


lucky ifyou geta slot. с) 


inum wig—I'm not Tessa (though I 
aspire to be as larger than life as 
our favorite Sea Princess). 

People close to me even go to the ex- 
tremes of even pulling my hair till it 
hurts—I suspect it's their 


Too soon, too soon 
‘That Thursday as we were putting Super! 
to bed, I got a call from my dear friend Ipe 
Cruz, who was frantic to submit the an- 
swers to the Super questionnaire that we 
gave him to promote his 
book, titled “Pop,” under 


secret revenge. And they у" TU - БУСЫН Publi ting * 
weren't o MIGUEL Rosales, Isabel Roces and Rachel Тм 
We weren't able to put MIGUEL pan pac Paa Ban 


Pa 
are surprised to find out рде 
that my hair is actually soft CUS £ 
and very touchable. My se- 

cret? Nope, I didn't marry 

a rich person or had it re- 

bonded. 

Aside from my daily 
jaunts to H Salon where 
Henri Calayag handles 
my tresses, I have Keras- 
tase to thank. Every now 
and then, I indulge in a 
hair-spa treatment (either 
here or abroad) and make sure my hair gets 
theright treatment it deserves. 

Tm not so much into massages (1 like giv- 
ing more than receiving) and 1 feel that the 
hair is really one of the most important 
parts of our body (a bad hair day can ruin 
you). It’s not strange to see men these days 
indulge in facials and spa treatments. The 
next step? A hair spa. 

And the best one this side of town just 
opened its doors. After much anticipation, 
the Kerastase Institute, owned by Ed and 
Renna Angeles, is now open at 6750 for 
those craving extraordinary hair pamper- 
ing. It has technology developed by L'Oreal 
Recherche Avancee. 

"It's the ideal space for your locks’ luxury, 
with top-of-the-line service, creating a sul 
lime mecca for those with constant hair 
woes. It offers the latest and most personal- 
ized treatment, Angelique Villaraza, 
Kerastase lady, proudly beams about the 
space designed by architect Conrad 
Onglao. 

Their launch event happened last Thurs- 
day, which was a success. The whole 6750 
was filled with scene movers and shakers 


uem. it out, we were more con- 


cerned about what would 
happen to Ipe's sister KC, 
who was still in the house 
as we spoke to each other. 
As we all know by now, 
she passed away during 
the fire that broke out in 
the De Venecia house that 
fateful night. 

"Tita Gina (de Vene- 
cia) looked catatonic,” a friend who was 
there the whole time told me. The De Vene- 
cia family went.to a nearby hotel to rest 
right after. I've been spending time with Ipe 
(along with Ipe's best buddy, David Nu- 
gent) outside the wake, if only for him to 
remember the good times with his 16-year- 
old sister. 

"I've never seen Ipe like this," said Celine 
Lopez, Ipe's good friend and childhood 
buddy. In our group, we always knew Ipe as 
the Red-Box loving dude who would bele 
out songs like "Come Fly with Me,” “Мооп- 
dance,” “Strangers in the Night,” and other 
Sinatra songs. We didn't quite get close to 
KC, but Ipe tells us that she was the sweet- 
est girl. 


Time to go 

‘As we went around S&R to buy some food 
for the wake, Ipe waxed philosophically. “I 
now realize that everybody in your family is 
a special gift to you. They come in different 
shapes and personalities. Our role in this 
world is to love them in our own special 
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We wish ‘shee’ a 

Merry Ghristmas 
and a Happy New 
Pair 

Put your best foot forward 

and find your sole-mate this 


soulful season 


By Pam Pastor tell us why you think you 
deserve it. You can be as 
HERES a dif- creative as posible. E- 
mail us at contest2bu@in- 
| ferent shoe tero ph. Dont for- 
for every рег- get to include your name, 
sonality. age, address, contact 
We want you to start numbers and shoe size. 
the new year with a new 
pair of shoes. This Christ- Skechers Footweay 
mas, we're giving away 15 available at leading «d 
new pairs of Skechers partment stores and sp 
shoes to 15 lucky readers. cialty stores, and in Fusion 
Choose мі best concept shops all 
country. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2004 


кзлау1ооя їнз 


ROBBY Mananquil 


2 EM 
5 E 


JOYCE Jimenez 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER min 


2j: LIFESTYLE 


TALS Diaz 


How to stay 
blonde forever 


From page HI 


way until the time has come for them to 


go. 
He dedicates his book “Pop” to the mem- 
ory of KC. On this page are some choice 
snapshots of celel aken over the 
course of one year. “I aspire to be as intelli- 
gent and strong willed as KC. In the end, 
most important thing I've ever іе 
that having functional and loving relation- 
ships with the people who matter to you is 
the true secret to happiness.” 
How strange that even in bleak moments 


like this, right before Christmas at that, the 
world still teaches us some important life 
lessons. KC's life may have been short, but 
as her mom said, "She was always in a hurry 
to do things." She undoubtedly led a full 
life. Incidentally, today is the interment of 
her remains. 

“There is nothing we can do now but offer 
prayers for the De Venecia family, and live 
life the way KC did—with utmost enthusi- 
asm and passion. 

Have a meaningful Christmas with your 
family and loved ones. 


DO YOU MEASURE UP? 


Who wants to be average when you can be taller? 


Yes, taller! With Cherifer PG! 


Cherifer PGM is the food supplement with multivitamins formulated specially for those of you 
‘old! It provides the right amounts of vitainins and minerals to meet your 


between 10 to 22 yea 


оц can reach your full height potential! 


RDA (Required Daily Allowance). What's more, it contains Chlorella Growth Factor (CGF), 
a concentrated natural protein that enables you to reach your maximum height potential. 
Ws no wonder doctors recommend Cherifer PGM for growing teenagers like you. 


Want to measure up to your potential? With the proper diet 


d Cherifer 


vou can be all and as tall as you can be! Because height matters! 
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Points do not expire as long as you remain a Cardmember, and can 
be transferred to any of 6 frequent flyer programs or exchanged for 
accommodations at select hotels. Only in the World of Platinum, 
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Arnell Ignacio lets his hair down, again 


‘If this business becomes successful, then I have another story to tell’ 


se 
OUT OF HIS HAIR. Arnell moves on without 
regrets 


By Jocelyn Valle 
Contributor 


RNELL Ignacio said it was 

not a mistake getting mar- 

ried to Frannie, the-woman 
he lived with for more than 10 years 
before they got married last March 
only to separate shortly after. 

"ft legitimized my daughters status,” Amell 
explained. When the child was born, the Fami- 
ly Code stipulated that a child cannot use the 
sumame of the father if the parents are not 
married. Now, an illegitimate child can use the 
father’s surname if the father executes an affi- 
davit acknowledging the child's paternity. 

*] guess thats just my destiny" Атей 
sighed. "Three days after the wedding, 1 
found out everything that happened. Maybe 
that, too, is part of my destiny. It was time for 
meto find out everything." 

However painful that experience may be, 
especially with accusations of wife-beating 
and infidelity, Arnell refuses to wallow in it. 
“Pain is just a state of mind,” he told Inquirer 
Entertainment. “You can still move on even if 
you're in pain. You don't have to stop. 

"Have you observed that if there's a prob- 
Jem, it lands on the front pages, but the solu- 
tion is not discussed? For me, the major thing 
is the solution and not the problem. If people. 
have that kind of attitude, they have a bigger 
chance of finding success in life.” 


Moving on 

“What happened to me is not a secret. 
When I moved to ABS-CBN [from СМА 75'К: 
‘The One-Million Peso Videoke Challenge’), 1 
got a lot of negative publicity. Should 1 cry 
over it? What was going to happen? It was so 
unproductive. My business was taken from 
me, what should 1 do? Should 1 fight for it? 
When you think about it, that wouldn't help 
me get over it. 

“What I did was 1 moved on right away, 1 
looked for money. I was even able to help 
raise funds for the construction of a bridge. 
Рт still working on it. My wofld is new so T 
want everything to be new, too. A problem, 
even if you solve it, will not help you.” 

Arnell said friends like his "MTB" co-hosts 
Ai Ai de las Alas and Edu Manzano helped 
him recover fast from his nightmare. "Im 
lucky to have wonderful people around me,” 
he said. "I gota support system instantly.” 

Arnells daughter Sofia keeps him going, he 
said. “She's doing very well. In fact, she's doing 
even better in school now. She just won a gold 
medal and a silver medal in ice-skating. Tm not 
saying, though, that our setup is better now." 

‘The singer-comedian announced that he's 
now working on the annulment of his mar- 
riage. “So (Frannie) will be free and I'll be 
free,” he nodded, 


Losing money 
Christmas for Arnell is no different from 


years past when his family was still complete. 
"Tm so used to not celebrating it. It has noth- 
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Your favorite pizza and pasta. with a new look and feel 
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El ENTERTAINMENT ero 


Raymond 
Manalo 
keeps 
the faith 


EVER since he emerged runner-up to Rachelle 
Ann Go in "Search for a Stat,” people have 
been waiting for Raymond Manalo to make it 
big. 

Now, after his impressive performances 
in the concerts “Night of the Champions" 
and “Pinoy Idol: Battle of the Pop- 
stars"—where he more than held his ground 
alongside the more seasoned Erik Santos, 
Mark Bautista and Christian Bautista—Ray- 
mond has finally come to his own with the 
release of his debut album, “Faithfully” 
from Viva Records. 

The album contains Raymond's revival of 
"Kong Alam Ko Lang,” a big hit for Toni Daya 
in the early ‘90s. The song, which is the al- 
bum's carrier single, has been getting very 
good airplay and making people wonder who 
the singers. 

The good-looking, 21-year-old, whose 
looks and silky-smooth voice have made 
people compare him to Martin Nievera, says 
it wasn't that difficult to interpret the '90s 
song, even if it was originally popularized 
by a female singer. “Universal naman kasi 
yung theme ng kanta, which is about your 
loved one's being unfaithful,” explains Ray- 
mond. 

“Faithfully” also contains "Kailangan Kita,” 
his winning song in the Search fora Star com- 
petition. Other cuts include the title track 
“Faithfully” (composed by Vehnee and Doris 


RAYMOND MANALO, compared to Martin 
Nievera 


Saturno), “Muli” (originally popularized by 
Rodel Naval), "You Changed My Life in a Mo- 
ment," “Only Me and You,” and “You and 1 
(Have Traveled Far Together),” a duet with 
Jayanne, an up-and-coming female singer 
from Pampanga and fellow Search for a Star 
contestant. 

And just in time for the season, the album 
also includes a Christmas song, “Paskong 
Walang Ikaw.” 

Raymond intends to make the best of his 
budding career, even if it means temporarily 
setting aside his studies at the Holy Angel 
University in Pampanga, where he was study- 
ing Finance. 

The release of “Faithfully” last week may 
mean less Pampanga visits for Raymond 
while he's promoting the album, but in his 
heart, he knows that his fellow Pam- 
panguefios as well as his friends, family and 
fans are proud of him. 


WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 22, 2004 
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Santa, 
magic 
at Star 
Malls 


SANTA Claus and his 
little helpers will be 
at Starmall Edsa to- 
day and tomorrow, ас 
Metropolis Star Мағ 
bang tomorrow, and 
at Starmall Las Pifias, 
on Dec. 24. 

Ron Michael per- 
forms magic tricks 
and treats at Starmall 
Edsa on Dec. 28, 
Starmall Las Pifias on 
Dec. 29 and 
Metropolis Star Ala- 
bang on Dec. 30. 

A special dog and 
monkey show takes 
place on Dec. 26 at 
Starmall Edsa and on 
Dec. 28 at Metropolis 
Star Alabang. 

Finally, enjoy a 
night of dazzling 
fireworks as the Star 
Group of Malls light 
up the sky with a 
special — fireworks 
display to welcome 
in the New Year on 
Dec. 30 at Starmall 
las Pifias, on Dec. 
31 at Starmall Edsa 
and at Metropolis 
Star Alabang. 


Arnell lets his hair down 


From page A3-1 


Til be working. My daughter is with 
ing to do with {what happened to my me all the time, anyway. Like today, 
family this year]. Thats the way 1 after San Miguel, we'll run to Ange- 

les, Pampanga, for a mall show and 
then to PICC to host a show.” 


work. 
"On December 31, New Year's Eve, 


closed shop. 
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Getting into another toupee busi- 
ness takes up much of his time, too. 
When he split up with his wife, he al- 
so left their venture, which eventually 


He admitted losing 
a lot of money in that 
failed business ven- 
ture. “But I won't do 
what they usually do 
here, spend a lot of 
time in investigating 
whos at fault. I'd 
rather start anew. 
Now I have a new 
shop and it's earning 
again. We're reopen- 
ing the old one in 
Greenhills, plus a 
new one in Market! 
Market!” 

This time, he has 
longtime friend Elvie 
Pineda as a business 
partner. She owns a 
chain of beauty cen- 
ters around the coun- 
try as well as in Thai- 
land, Bangladesh, 
Brunei, the Middle 
East and Australia. 


Wigs for Asians 

Their business is 
called Amelli and 
Elvie International 
Creative Hair System 
(tel. no. 410-9153), 
whose hairpieces are 
designed by Атей 
and then made in 
Germany. 

"Your wig may 
come from the US 
and may be very ex- 
pensive but it sull 
won't look natural on 
you because its 
meant for Cau- 
casians,” he pointed 
out. "Ours is really 
for Asians, 

Their prices range 
from P15,000 for the 
simple pieces to 
P200,000 for the 
grander ones. 

‘Amell also plans to 
revive his pizza busi- 
ness. 

“I guess we have 
our own script to fol- 
low in life,” he said. 
“There are twists and 
turns. You just have 
tobe better each time 
you overconie a trial. 
We're like kids who 
cry to get their moth- 
ers attention. ld 
rather not be like 
that. My way of call- 
ing attention is 
through my business. 

"Were — working 
hard on this one and 
if it becomes success- 
ful, then 1 have an- 
other story to tell,” he 
added, smiling now. 
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Nightly shows at Boom na Boom 


BOOM na Boom Carnival continues 
to present the China Youth Acrobatic 
‘Troupe, with nightly shows at 7 p.m. 
and 9 p.m. 

"Tonight at 10:30 p.m., Bloomfield, 
dubbed the younger version of the 
popular band Spirit of '67, will per- 
form ina nostalgic Christmas concert. 


Ensemble tomorrow, Dec. 23. 


the expected big Christmas 
crowds. Carnival visitors will 
be treated to day-long festivi- 


SINGER-ACTRESS Zsa Zsa Padilla was 
spotted sipping coffee at Starbucks in 
Greenbelt in Makati City on Monday after- 
noon. The singer has just returned from an- 
other series of performances dbroad and is 
scheduled to leave for yet another series 
3] early next year. Her live-in relationship 
with comedy king Dolphy has been ru- 
mored to be shaky, but the couple has been. 
consistently mum about it. 


This will be followed by “Christmas 
Carols” featuring the PWU Female 


Оп Christmas Day, Boom па Boom wi 
opens at 12 noon to accommodate 
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ties featuring clowns on stilts, street 
magicians, a magic show, and a 
stmás concert. by Ignite Band 
Ron Antonio, after the acrobatic 
show. 
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By Pocholo Concepcion 
Contributor 


HE NEWS is that Paul Me А 
Cartney has succeeded in” 


gathering Robbie Williams, _ 
members of Coldplay arid other hot 
names in the current British music 
scene to re-record “Do They Know 
It's Christmas?,” the Bob Geldof- 
Midge Ure song that triggered a 
fund-raising campaign in 1984 to 
help alleviate hunger in Africa. 

The new recording, another fund-raiser, is 
currently on rotation on MTV. We can’t help 
but remember how wonderful and influential 
the original project was during its time, which 
featured more than 30 topnotch British musi- 
cal artists (Sting, U2, Phil Collins, Duran Du- 
ran, Spandau Ballet, Culture Club, McCartney, 
Bowie, etc.) who called themselves Band-Aid 
and later on performed at Wembley Stadium 
for the marathon all-star concert Live Aid. 

Tt spawned an American counterpart, USA 
For Africa, which recorded "We Are the 
World” led by the biggest black artists of the 
period like Lionel Richie, Stevie Wonder and 
Michael Jackson (before he lost his ош”), as 
well asa host of rock, pop and country stars, 

Ifyou remember “We Are the World,” some of 
the most distinctive voices heard in its high mo- 
ments were those of Wonder, Ray Charles, Bruce 
Springsteen, Bob Dylan and Cyndi Lauper 

The late Charles is the subject of a bio-fick, 
"Ray" which has lead actor Jamie Foxx being 
touted as а shoo-in fora best actor nomination. 
in the forthcoming Oscars. Springsteen re- 
cently released a critically.acclaimed CD 
about the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Dylan has al- 
so figured in the news because his ground- 
breaking 1965 composition, “Like a Rolling 
Stone,” has been voted the greatest song ofall 
time in a survey of major songwriters, produc- 
ers, record executives, critics and journalists. 

Which brings us to Lauper. We think she 
deserves notice, too, especially these days 
‘when а new CD and DVD of hers have given 
us the impetus to reassess her past and рге- 
sent contributions to popular music. 


Betty Boop 

n 1983, Lauper broke into the scene by being 
the first female artist to score four Top 5 singles 
from a debut solo album: "Girls Just Want To 
Have Fun,” “Time After Time,” “She Bop” and 
“Al Through the Night.” Several awards fol- 
lowed, including a Grammy for Best New Arist. 

‘The album's title, "She's So Unusual,” cap- 
tured everything she offered to an audience 
that was always ready to embrace something 
new and exciting. Lauper not only looked un- 
usual with rainbow-colored hair and thrift 
shop clothes; she also sounded weird with 
her Betty Boop voice. 

Well, it was wonderfully weird because we 
remember summer days in college when the 
gang would sing along to another hit track off 
that album, the sarcastic "Money Changes Ev- 
erything." 

"Three years later, we were singing along to 
another hit album and its title track, "True Col- 
ors.” By then, Lauper had already written 
songs for movie soundtracks ("The Goonies”); 
two years later she would ту acting in "Vibes" 
with Jeff Goldblum, although we don't re- 
member seeing itin local theaters. 

After the release of "A Night To Remember" 
in 1989, which contained the Grammy-nomi- 
nated "I Drove All Night," we somehow lost 
Lauper—even if in 1991 she was supposed to 
have recorded, according to critics, “ет most. 
consistently tuneful and ambitious album" in 
“Hat Full of Stars.” 

For the rest of the "90s we completely forgot 
about Lauper, not knowing that she had been 
nominated for an Emmy award in the sitcom 
"Mad About You," aside from having recorded 
two more albums, “Twelve Deadly Cyns... 
‘And Then Some" and “Sisters of Avalon” ** 
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And now, as we sit listening to Lauper's 
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SHE'SSTILL 
UNUSUAL. Lauper 
isnowSl, butshe 
still dances ona. 
grand piano, has. 
been onarecent 
tour andis in good 
shape. And her 
‘wonderful Betty 
Boop voice still 
commands 
attention, as do her 
looks 


new CD titled "At Last," a few questions ari 
Why the heck did she record an album-full of 
covers? Does it mean she has run out of cre- 
ative juices? What's behind her choice of cov- 
ermaterial? 

These and other apprehensions were 
somehow relieved upon watching the DVD 
“Cyndi Lauper Live... At Last.” Recorded ear- 
ly this year in her hometown, New York City, 

two-hour video captures her per- 
sonal takes on some of the music she actually 
grew up on. She remembers hearing Latin 
music in her aunt's home, as well as Frankie 
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Lymon and Teenagers, the Zodiacs and the 
Beach Boys in her cousins’ place. 

So that explains her snappy, brass-filled in- 
terpretation of Maurice Williams’ "Stay" in 
which one could not resist dancing the cha- 
cha in a bouncy, if kooky manner. 

1 caught my father lapping up Lauper's ver- 
sion of the Mack Gordon-Halry Warren title 
track, while some of the more recognizable 
Tunes we appreciated on the CD include 
"Walk On By” (Burt Bacharach-Hal David), 
“La Vie En Rose” (L. Guglielmi-Edith Piaf-M. 
David), "If You Go Away" (Jacques Brel-R. 


McKuen), “Until You Come Back To Me 
(That's What Fm Gonna Do)" (Stevie Won- 
der-M, Broadmax-C. Paul), "Don't Let Me Be 
Misunderstood” (B. Benjamin-S. Marcus-G. 
Caldwell), "You've Really Got a Hold On Me” 
(Smokey Robinson) and “Unchained 
Melody” (H. Zaret-A. North). 

We've heard the original recordings of 
these songs, but since comparison is odious, 
itis fair enough to say that Lauper sure knows 
what she's doing when she transforms these 
numbers into her own personal sentiments. 


Flashes of the unusual 

AtS1, it's remarkable what she's still capa- 
ble of doing, having reportedly been on tour 
and physically in tiptop shape during her fine 
performance in the DVD gig. At times, flashes 
of the "unusual" Cyndi come to mind as she 
proceeds to stand up and dance on top of a 
grand piano, climb the stairs of a make-be- 
lieve rooftop building, and strut along to a 
sizzling instrumental ad lib by a band featur- 
ing a woman guitarist and violinist. 

Her voice, whoa, issuch a commanding pres- 
ence—sustaining its vibrato, rising in crescendo 
and zooming down low with equal ease. 

In the end, video footage shows Lauper 
walking on a beach as her voice is heard: 
"Who you are is part of your instrument... 
and the surroundings you grew up in is also 
part of that instrument...” 

‘Cyndi Lauper has just paid tribute to her 
pride of place and the sounds of her forma- 
tive years in her own unusual style, and we 
dig her all the more. 


Hollywood stars to celebrate Chinese 
film industry's 100th birthday 


BEIJING—Chinese movie fans 
will have a rare opportunity to 
meet some major Hollywood 
stars when they come to Beij 
and Shanghai next year to cel 
brate the 100th anniversary of 
China's film industry. 

The China Film Association 
said Dustin Hoffman, Angelina 
Jolie and director Oliver Stone 
were confirmed and negotia- 
tions were ongoing with at least 
20 more. 

"We have already signed 
Dustin Hoffman, Angelina Jolie 
and Oliver Stone, and we hope 
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December 20, 2004, 7:00 PM 
The San Miguel Philharmonic Orchestra 
& The San Miguel Master Chorale 
with Ryan Cayabyab 
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to sign more than 24 in total,” 
China Film ^ Association 
spokeswoman Liu Xiuwen told 
‘Agence France-Presse. 

They will be in town for the 
“The Beijing-Hollywood World 
Movie Masters Forum 2005," 
scheduled from Feb. 20 through 
July 16. 

The Hollywood celebrities will 
give talks on acting, directing and. 
producing. 

Organizers aim to make the 
forum an annual event, draw- 
ing more international heavy- 
weights, Xinhua news agency 


quoted Kang Jianmin, vice pres- 
ident of the China Film Associa- 
tion, as saying. 

China, with 1.3 billion people, 
is seen as a ripe market by the 
global movie industry 

Recent reports said China 
was forecast to overtake South 
Korea in the next five years as 
Asia's fastest-growing cinema 
market 

While access to Hollywood 
films in Chinese cinemas is limit- 
ed to only 20 each year, virtually 
every new release in available on 
pirated DVDs within weeks. AFP 
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d Children's Joy Foundation 

3pm Activity Center e 5pm & 7pm Central Plaza 

TTILIARMONIC ORCHESTRA December 22, 2004 
Kaibigan Vocal Ensemble 

3pm Activity Center «5pm & 7pm Central Plaza 


December 23, 2004. 
Philippine Symphonic Band 
3pm Activity Center «5pm & 7pm Central Plaza 
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